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^e  antient  Conftitutlon  of  Parliaments  in 
England  CQ?iJider\i. 

;H  E  Freedom  tfi^^a^  Independency 
cf  Parliament  having  been  thoroughly 
canvafs'd,  and  I  think  proved  beyond  aJl 
reafonable  Difpute  ;  I  fhall  now  return 
to  aSubjeft,  very  nearly  related  lo  it, 
v;luch  was  partly  examined  about  a 
*  Year  ago,  but  left  unfinilh'd,  on  Account  of  the  e/i- 
fuing  EleSiionSy  and  fmce  poltponed  to  feveral  other  oc- 
cafional  Enquiries;  I  mean  theANxiquirY  of  Par- 
iiaments,  which  was  abfolutely  deny'd  by  a  Set  of  prof- 
iitute  Writers,  who  endeavour'd  to  perfuade  us  that 
Liberty  and  Property  are  not  cur  antient  Inheritance, 
Vol.  XIV.  A  but 
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but  of  very  modern  Date  ;  that  the  People  ^England, 
by  our  antient  Conftitution,  zvere  Slaves  by  Law 
established;  nnd  that  the  Parliament,  ofthofe 
Days^  were  neither  chofen  by  theV-EOVL-Eymr  compofed 
of  theVEovh'E. 

I  am  afhamed  to  name  the  Wretch^  from  whom  I 
have  quoted  this  infamous  Poftion  ;  but  as  it  contains 
the  Senfe  of  all  the  minifterial  Writers  upon  the  fame 
Subjed,  from  the  right  reverend  DoSior  ^Dependen- 
cy down  to  the  loweft  Drudge  in  the  Courant,  it 
may  be  of  Ufe  to  give  it  fome  farther  Explanation  ;  fince 
I  cannot  intirely  agree  with  a*  late  ingenious  Writer, 
"  that  this  Controverfy  is  of  A^ery  little  Confequence  to 
**  the  prejent  Inter ejis  of  the  State,  and  is  rather  Matter 
*'  oi  Speculation  than  o^Ufe;  "  for  though  '*  if  Liberty 
"  [as  He  ohferves  very  ".veil)  were  but  a  Year  old,  the 
*'  Englijh  would  have  juft  as  good  a  Right  to  claim  and 
*'  to  preferve  it,  as  if  it  had  been  handed  down  to 
*.*  Them  from  many  Ages ',  "  yet  fuch  is  the  natural 
Temper  of  Mankind,  that  They^are  generally  more  te- 
rjacious  of  their  antient  Birthright  than  of  any  modern 
Acquifitions  %  and  as  long  PoffeJJion  gives  a  Title  in  Law, 
or  at  leaft  enforces  it,  even  in  Cafes  o^ private  Property, 
fo  the  publick  Rights  of  Mankind  acquire  Strength  by 
hng  Prefcription  ;  and  if  to  This  We  add  particular 
Compacis  with  our  Governors,  they  become  our /<?g-^7/ as 
well  as  our /;^^^r^?/  Rights. 

I  need  not  make  any  Apology  for  this  little  Piece  of 
Criticifm  on  {ofne  a  Performance,  which  is  intended 
only  as  an  Excufe  for  the  following  Enquiry.  How- 
ever, I  v/ill  make  it  as  jQiortas  poffible,  by  confining 
My felf  to  Authorities,  without  any  other  Remarks  of  m>y 
own  than  juH  to  illuftrate  and  apply  them. 

The  Nature  of  our  antient-,  Saxon  Conftitution  hath 
been  fo  fully  expain'd  in  the  late  excellent  DiJJertation 

*  The  Author  of  Letters  fotn  a  Perfian  in  England, 
^c.  />.  .l8p. 

upon 
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upon  parties,  that  it  would  be  impertinent  to  enlarge 
upon  it  here;  but  it  having  been  conlidently  alledged, 
particularly  by  a  /ate  florid  Hljioriographer,  that  this 
Conjfitution,  whatever  it  might  be,  was  intirely  fwaj- 
low'd  up  at  the  C:  vfv^y?,  and,  *'  f  that  the  Birth  of 
**  REAL  LiBERTYj  in  this  Kingdom,  is  of  no  older  a 
**  Date  than  from  the  Abdication  of  King  James  the 
**  2d ;  or,  at  farthe ':,  from  the  Rejioration  '»  "  I 
will  come  directly  to  that  Point. 

In  the  Jirji  Place,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fhow  how 
Things  were  attuilly  fettled  by  Willia'm  the  ly?,  com- 
monly caird  the  Conqueror  ;  and  This  I  fhall  dofiom  a 
Book,intitled  Argumentum  Anti-Normankicum> 
or  a'ti  Argument  proz'ing,  from  antient  Hijhries  and  Re- 
cords, that  William,  Duke  ^/"Normandy,  made  no  abfolute 
Conqueft  ^England  by  the  Szvord,  in  the  Senfe  of  our  mo- 
dern \/riters.  This  Book  is  divided  into  four  Part?,  be- 
ing an  Anfwer  to  the  following  Queftions,  viz. 

1.  Whether  William  the  ill  made  an  abfolute  Conqueft 
of  this  Nation,  at  his firj}  Entrance  ? 

2.  Whether  PI:  canccUd  and  aholijh'd  all  the  Conref- 
for's  Laws  ? 

3 .  Whether  Hf.  divided  all  our  EJlates  and  Fortunes 
between  Himfelf  and  his  Nobles  ? 

4.  Whether  it  be  not  a  grand  Error  to  ajjlnn  that  there 
were  no  Engliihmtrn  in  the  Common-Council  of 
THEWHOLE  Kingdom. 

1  think  \laz  Author  hath  given  a  very  fatlsfadlory  An- 
fwer to  every  one  of  thcje  ^efllons,  tor  the  Honour  of 
the  Englijh  Nation  ;  bat  as  the  lajl  only  is  immediately 
to  our  prefent  Purport,   1   fiiall   content  Myfelf  vvith 

fome  Extracts  from  that  Part  cf  his  Book. ^He  begins 

it  thus. 

"  *f  Our  Government,  (fays  the  learned  andjudiciou 
A   2  I\l/ 

t  Antient  and  fncdern    Liberty  Jlated  and  compared  > 
*f  Argum.  Anti'Ncrman.p.  95. 
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**  Mr.  Bunt)  by  a  King  and  Eftates  of  Parliament,  is  af 
**  antient  as  any  Thing  can  he  refnember'dofthe  Nation  \ 
*'  the  Attempt  of  altering  it,  in  all  Ages,  accounted  Tvcs.- 
*'  Ton,  and  the  Vunijhment  thereof  referved  to  the  Par- 
*'  liamenr,  by  25  Ed.  3d  ;  the  Confervancy  of  the  Go- 
**  NtxwmtXil  being  not  fafely  to  he  lodged  any  where,  but 
*'  ivith  jfi'^  Government  itfelfi  Offences  of  this  Kind 
*'  not  pardonable  by  the  King,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  his 
*'  Power  to  change  it.  This  is  our  Government  i  and 
'*  thus  it  is  eftablilh'd ;  and,  for  Ages  a77d  immemorial 
'*  Time,  hath  thus  cofitinued.  A  long  Succeflion  of 
•'  Kings  have  reccgiiized  it  to  befuch. 

"  This  too,  perhaps,  will  be  granted,  5/V,  infome 
*•  Senfe  ;  that,  for  a  long  Series  and  Tra£l  of  Time,  the 
•*  Government  hath  been  fo  ;  but  the  main  Pinch  and 
"  Strefs  of  your  ^cftion,  as  I  apprehend  it,  is  This  5 
'*  whether  after  William  the  Conqueror  had  fettled  Him- 
*'  feif,  as  well  as  He  could,  on  the  Englijh  Throne,  He 
^'  did  admit  any  of  the  Englijh  to  fit  in  i\^t  great  Com- 
"  cil  cf  the  Natic'n,  and  to  advife  and  confult  de  arduis 
*'  et  urge?itibus  Negotiis  Regni  ?  And  I  hope  I  ihall 
*'  make  This  plain  and  evident  to  You,  that  xh^  grand 
*'  Court  cf  Parliament  \N?.s  in  Subftance  the  fame,  that 
'•  it  was ' before  the  coming  in  of  this  Conqueror  ;  and 
'^  I  hat  there  were  Englijh?ncn  A4embers  of  it,  in  the 
'•'-  Time  of  the  Conqueror. 

"  'Tis  not  to  be  deny'd  but  that  \kitfame  Courts, 
*•'  which  were  in  the  ^axon  Time,  for  Adminftration  of 
**  juftice,  continued  after  William  the  \ft  was  made 
*'  i^ng  ;  and  the  Footilepsof  them  remain  to  this  Day. 
'*  I  Ihall  mention  a  few,  and  -fo  come  to  the  main 
*'  Point  in  Argument. 

He  then  inllances  the  County  Courts,  the  Hundred 
Courts,  and  Courts  Baron^  which  are  all  of  Saxon  Ori- 
gir.al,  and  were  continued  after  the  Conqueft.  He  gives 
us  two  very  remarkable  Cafes,  which  were  try'd  in  a 
County  Court,  during  the  Conquerors  own  Reign  j  in  one 

of 
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of  which  his  Half-Brother,  Odo  Earl  of  Kent,  was  caft  j 
and  then  proceeds  thus. 

"  But  not  to  forget  your  Qaeftion,  ^ir,  I  fhall  now 
*'  Ihcw  You  what  (hefovereign  Court  of  Parliament  was, 
**  and  whom  it  confifted  of,  in  the  Saxon  Times  ',  and 
**  for  This  I  think  it  will  be  needlefs  to  give  You  any 
**  more  than  one  hiftance ;  which  as-  by  the  Way,  it 
*'  doth  impregnably  affertthat  the  Co?n?nGns  of  E'ngland 
**  were  an  eflential  and  conftituent  Part  of  the  Saxon 
"  general  Couneih  ;  fo  doth  it,  I  think,  fully  and  clearly 
*'  refute  and  baffle  that  novel,  erroneous  Notion,  viz, 
*'  that  there  are  no  Co?nmons  to  be  found  in  the  Saxon 
**  great  Councils,  nor  any  Thing,  that  tends  towards  a 
**  Proof  that  the  Commons,  of  thofe  Times,  had  any 
**  Share  in  making  Laws  in  thofe  Councils.  The  me - 
"  morable  Inllance  is  the  mighty  Law  of  Tythes, 
**  which  was  made  and  ordain'd  -f  a  R^ge,  Baroni- 
"  BUS,  ^PoPULOi  b^  the  Kmc,  his  Barons,  and 
*'  his  People. 

*'  Now  William  the  ift,  in  that  little  Time  of  Reil 
*'  He  had  from  foreign  Wars  with  the  French  Ki?2g,  and 
*'  his  neighbouring  Princes  to  Normandy,  did  apply 
*'  both  it  and  Himfelf  in  the  fettling  of  L^e^i  here, 
*'  which  v/asdonc,  not^^  Plenitudine  Regime  Poiefatis  5 
**  no,  nor  by  the  Norman  Barons  co-operating  with  that 
*'  Power  ;  but  by  the  joint  Advice  and  unanimous 
* '  Con  fen  t  of  t  he  grand  Council  of  the  Lords  and  wise 
*'  Men  of  the  Kingdom  of  England',  to  prove  which, 
*'  1  fhall  produce  the  Teftlmony  of  antient  Writers, 
**  whom  no  Man  of  hijlorical  Under/landing  can  mo- 
*'  deftly  impeach  of  Partiality,  Fa^ion,  or  Intereft,  in 
*'  the  Cafe  in  Queftion. 

I.  ««  The  frf  ftall  be  tnken  out  of  the  *  Chronicle 
**  of  Litchfield,  wh'-?h  tells  us  that  this  William,  in  the 

-f-  Lambard  de  prijcis  Angl.  Legib.  C.  S.fol.  i^g.-— . 
Spelm.  Concil.  Tom.  i.fol.  621. 
*  Lambard fol.  158. 
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*'  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign  at  London^  Confilio  Baro- 
*'  num  fuorum,  (by  the  Advice  of  his  Barons)  caufed  a 
*'  general  Meeting,  or  Afiembly,  to  be  fummon'd  '>per 
**  unlverfos  Anglice  Comifatus,  om?ies 'NohWt?,,  Sapientes, 
*'  ^  fua  Lege  eruditos,  ^^/  Eorum  Leges,  i^  Confuetu- 
*'  dines  audiret  ;  i  e.  of  all  the  Nobility,  wife  Men, 
'*  and  fuch  as  vjere  skill'd  in  the  Laws,  through  all  the 
"  Counties  of  England,  to  hear  what  their  Laws  and 
*'  Cuftoms  were.  And,  after  This  was  done,  at  the 
«'  Requeft  of  the  E?iglijh  Commonalty,  He  did  confent 
•*  that  They  Ihould  be  confirmed  ;  and  fo  they  were 
**  ratify'd  and  kept  throughout  all  his  Kingdom.  The 
*'  Words  are,  ad  Preces  Communitatis  Anglorum,  ex 
**  illo  Die  magna  Authoritate  veneratt^,  l^  per  univer- 
**  Jum  Regnum  corroborate  bf  confewat^e  funt  Leges 
*'  fanBi  Regis  Edzvardi,  prce  cater  is  Regni  Legibus. 

**  From  this  Teflimony,  I  think,  it  will  plainly  ap- 
**  pear  ;  vi 

1.  "  That  the  Barcnesfui  hete  of  Jf^i Ilia m  csumot 
*'  abfolutely  exclude  the  EngUJh,  and  only  fignify  his 
"  Norman  Barons,  upon  thole  Authorities  and  Reaions  I 
**  have  already  offer'd  to  prove  that  there  were  equally 
**  Barones  Francigeni,  iff  Angli  noftri,  in  his  Time  ;  as 
<*  You  may  fee  in  my  Argument,  under  the  third  ^ef- 
•'  tion. 

2.  "  That  the  King  having,  by  the  Counfel  of /'i'fy^ 
**  his  Barons,  fummon'd  all  the  Nobility,  wife  Men,  and 
**  Thofe  that  were  skill'd  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land, 
*'  throughout  all  the  Counties  of  England,  He  then  and 
**  there  ratify'd  and  connrm^d  the  Lazvs  of  St.  Edward, 

3.  *'  And  to  prove  that  this  general  AJfembly  of  the 
**  Nobility,  wife  %len,  and  able  Lawyers,  was  a  Pa  rl  i a- 
«*  MENT,  I  fhall  now  give  You  the  Judgment  of  Mr. 
*«  -^  S  el  den,  in  his  own  Words,  which  are  thefe  ;  viz. 
«*  that  . 

■\  titles  of  Honour,  p.  ^%6.: 

"  William 
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««  William  the  \ft,  in  the  fourth  7 ear  of  his  Reign,  or 
*'  lojo  (zvhich  was  the  Tear,  wherein  He  frji  brought 
*'  the  Bifhops  and  Abbots  under  the  T^enure  of  Barony) 
**  Confilio  Baronum  fuorum,  (faith  \  Hovenden,  out  of 
**  A  ColleBion  of  Laws  written  by  Glanvil)  fecit  fummo- 
"  neri,  per  univerfos  Confulatus  Angliae,  Anglos  nobiles, 
*'  Scfapientes,  &  f^a  Lege  eruditosy  ut  Eorum  Jura,  Sc 
**  Confuetudines  ab  ipfis  audiret.  And  twelve  were  re- 
"  turn'd  out  of  every  County,  who  J^ew'd  what  the  Cuf- 
^^  toms  cf  the  Kingdom  were-,  which  being  written  by 
'*  the  Hands  of  Aid  red  Archbijhop  of  York,  and  Hugo 
**  Bifhop  of  London,  were,  with  the  Affent  of  the  fame 
**  Barons,  for  the  7nofi  Part,  confirmed  in  that  Aflembly, 
**  which  was  a  Parliament  of  that  Time. 

"  And*  a  little  lower,  He  faith ;  This  might  be  the 
**  fame  Parliament,  wherein  the  Controverfy  between 
•'  Thomas  Archbipop  of  York  (He  was  confec rated  after 
**  the  Death  ^  Aid  red,  the  fame  Tear ;  and  to  the  fame 
**  Tear  this  Controverfy  is  attributed)  and  Ulftan  Bijhop 
*'  of  Worcefter,  touching  certain  Voffejftons,  was  deter- 
**  mined, — So  that  from  hence  it  iseafy  to  obferve,  that 

1 .  "  There  were  Englijhmen  in  this  Council,  by  the 
**  Words  Anglos  nobiles,  ^c.     And 

2.  "  Befides  the  Connrmation  of  the  Laws  of  St.  Ed- 
**  ward  here  mention'd,  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppo- 
"  fed  that  the  Law,  for  bringing  the  Bifhops  ^;^^  Ab- 
*'  bots  under  the  Tenure  of  Barony,  was  iirii  made  in 
*'  this  Parliament.     And  that 

3 .  "  Likewife  the  great  Cafe  between  the  Arch- 
"  billiop  of  Tork,  and  this  fame  Bifhop  of  Worcejier^ 
"  was  \iQ.XQ.  judicially  determined.     And 

4.  **  If  there  were  no  Englipmcn  in  this  great 
*'  Council,  how  then  came  it  to  pafs  that  the  Bifhops 
*'  01  Tork  and  Li??A'?'i';^  were  there,  who  certainly  were 
•'  Bifhops  in  the  Saxon  Times?  And  it  may  alio  feem 
**  pot  improbable,  that   there  was   then    an    iiniverfal 

"  Confent 

X  In  Hen.  2  p.   343.  'e  Lond. 
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**  Confent  amongft  Them,  that  thefe  two  Bijbops  Should 
"  be  intrufted  to  write  down  for  Them  the  Englijh 
**  Laws. 

5.  *'•  And  there  \%  one  great  Thing  more  to  clofe 
*'  withal  ;  which  is,  that  at  this  Parliament^  when  the 
**  Saxon  Laws  were  confirm'd,  there  was  a  particular 
"  Law  pall,  in  Favour  of  the  Normans ;  *  ^ui  ante 
"  Advent um  Gulielmi  Gives  fuerant  Anglic ani,  that 
"  They  fhould  be  Participes  Confiietudinum  Anglo- 
**  rum,  quod  ipji  dicunt  Anhlote  6f  Anfcote,  i^  per- 
*^  folvant  fecundum  Z,^^^;^  Anglorum. 

**  The  Meaning  of  the  Words  Anhlote  and  Anfcote, 
*'  as  Sir  Henry  Spelman  informs  us,  is  vulg'o  Scot  and 
"  Lot;  That  is,  that  tvQxy  fuch  Frenchman  fhould  not 
*'  be  charged  with  double  Taxes  and  Duties,  as  a  Fo~ 
*f  reigner ;  but  that  He  fhould  pay  his  eafy  Share  and 
"  Proportion,  as  any  natural  Eng  life  man. — -But  then 

II,  "  It  was  mfuch  a  grand  Ajfembly  of  wife  Men 
«'  of  the  Kingdom,  where  Lanfranc  was  elefted  to  the 
**  See  of  Canterbury ;  for  it  was  by  the  AfTent  of  the 
*^  Lords  Sind  Prelates,  and  of  the  whole  People ;  That 
"  is  to  fay,  by  the  Parliam.ent  of  England.  This  Hke- 
*'  wife  was  about  the  ^th  Tear  of  the  Conqueror  i  and 
<f  an  X  antient  Hijiorian  writes  thus  of  his  Eledlion. 
"  Eligentibus  Eutn  Senioribus  ejufdem  Ecclefte,  cum 
*'  Epifcopis  ac  Principibus,  Glero  (^  Populo  Angliee^ 
**  in  Curia  Regis  in  Affumptione  San^i^e  Marine. 

*'  But  another  contemporary  Writer  gives  it  You  in 
*'  thefe  Words. 

*'  II  Rex  Mittens  propter  ilium  in  Normanniam,  fe- 
"  cit  Eum  venire  in  Angliam,  Eique,  Confenfu  ^  Aux- 

*'  ilio 

*  Charta  Regis  Willielm.  apud  Lambard,  Cap.  54, 
fol.   170. 

f  Glofs,  Verbor.  Anhlote,  fol.  3 1 . 

\  Gervas  Dorobernens.  A£l.  Pont.  Cant.  fol.    1653. 

/.  5. 

II  Relat.  Willielm.  prim,  ad  Einem  TraB.  de  Gavel- 
kindf  ^  Sila  Taylor,/.   194. 
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ilio  omnium  Baronum  fuorum,  omniumque  Epifcopo- 
rum  ^  Abbatum,  totiufque  Populi  Angliae,  commi- 
Jit  Dorobemenfem  Eccleliam. 

III.  **  There  was  *  another  general  Council^  or 
Varliament,  held  at  Wcjiminfter,  in  the  14th  Year 
of  this  Krng  \  where,  by  his  Charter,  He  confirm'd 
the  Liberties  of  that  Church,  after  He  had  fubfcri- 
bed  his  own  Name  with  the  Sign  of  the  Crols,  ad- 
ding many  of  the  great  Clergy  and  temporal  Nobi- 
lity ;  and  infl;ead  of  cum.  multis  aliis,  fays ;  multis 
praterea  ilhiflriffi7nis  znrorum  perjonisy  ei  Regni  Prin' 
dp: bus  diverii  Ordirxis  (j;////^?/,  qui  fimillter  huic  Con- 
fir  mat  ioni  piijjimo  Jffe^u  Teftes  et  Fautores  fuerunt. 

Hiiaute?n,  illo  Tempore,  a  Regid  Potefiate  f  diver-- 
fis  Provinciis,  et  Urbibus,  aJ  t,  univerfalem  SynO' 
dum,  pro  Caujis  cujujlibet  Chriftliince  Ecclefi<^  aii- 
die?idis  et  trahandis,  ad  prafcriptam  ^f  celeberri- 
mam  Synodum,  quod  Weftmonalterium  dicitur,  con- 
vocati,  l^c.  —  In  the  Margin  of  tlie  Book,  there  is 
writ  this  Remark.  Not  a,  hic  hos  omnes  convocari  a 
Rege,  fud  Authoritate,  ad  Caufas  Reh'gionis  tra^an- 
das,  tarn  Nobiles  de  Clero,  quam  Principes  Regni, 
cum  aliis  inferioris  Gradus,  Convocatio  quorum  "ji- 
detur  ejje  Parliamentum. 

IV.  "  I  think,  by  tht  general  Direction  of  the  Writs 
of  this  King,  as  alfo  by  That  of  his  Charters,  (  fome 
of  which  I  have  given  You,  in  my  Argument  to 
your  third  ^ejiion,  and  therefore  fliall  refer  You 
back  to  them  )  it  is  plainly  demonlirable,  that  Wil~ 
Hum  had  as  well  Englijh  Barons,  as  Frencp  Barons ; 

"  and 


*  Ex  Cartulario  denob.  Wejlmonaft .  in  Biblioth. 
Cotton,  fub  Effigie  Faufiime,  A.  3.  —  Dugdal.  Orig. 
Juridic.  fol.    16. 

f  Provincia,  i.  e.  Comitatus,  Seld.  Tit.  Hon.  fol. 
273.   Spelm.  Glofs.  Tit.    Provincia,  f.  471. 

%  Parliamentum  Synodus  magna  numupatur.    Som 
neri  Glofs. 

^■\  L.  L.  Gulidm,  C.  55. 
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and  that  his  Barons  were  always  a  Part  of  his  great 
Council,  will  hardly,  I  fuppofe,  be  deny'd  by  any;- 
and  that  one  Law  of  his,  which  may  be  call'd  the 
firjf  Magna  pharta,  in  the  Norman  Times,  by  which 
the  King  referved  to  Himfelf,  from  the  Freeme?i  of 
this  Kingdom,  nothing  but  their  free  Services  due  to 
Him,  according  to  Law,  in  the  Conclufion  faith, 
that  They,  to  wit  the  Y.r\^\^,  fo all  hold  and  enjoy 
their  Eflates  well,  and  in  Peace,  free  from  all  un- 
just Exactions  and  Tallage  ;  and  This  ra- 
tify'd  and  confirmM  by  the  Comfnon-Council  of  the. 
whole  Kingdom^  which  cannot  be  reflrain'd  to  the 
Norman  Barons  only.  So  that  herein  is  alTerted  the 
Liberty  of  the  Englif'  Freemen,  and  of  the  Repre- 
fentative  Body  of  the  Kirigdom. 
"  Thefe,  I  think,  are  uncontrovertible  Proofs  and 
Evidences ; 

1.  "  That  there  were  general  Councils,  or  Parlia- 
'  fnei2ts,   in   this  firf  William^?,  Time. 

2.  "  That  in  thefe  Parliaments,  the  Englifp  Barons, 
'  as  well  as  the  French   Barons,  were  prefent. 

3.  "  And  laftly,  that  there  likewife  was,  as  znef- 

*  fential  Fart  thereof, 

1 .  "  The  Commufjitas  Anglorum,  the  Cofnmunity  of 

*  Englif?men. 

2.  "  Befidcs  the  Bifiops  and  Nobility,  there  were 
'  the  Clerus  etPopulus,  the  inferior  Clergy,  and  People 
'  of  England:    And, 

3.  "  Not  only  the  great  Clergy,  2X\^tei?tporal  No- 

*  bility,  but  the  Principes  diverfi  Ordinis,  a  Regid  Po- 
'  tefiate  diverfi s  Provinciis  et  Urbibus  ad  univerfalem 

*  Synodum  ccnvocati,  ^c.  viz.  the  Chief  and  principal 
'  Men,  o^  fever al  Ranks  and  Degrees  in  Condition^ 
'  were  fummon*d,  by  Virtue  of  the  King^s  Writ,  out 

*  of  their  feveral  refpeSiive  Counties ^  Cities  and  Bo- 
roughs, to  this  General  Synod,  or  Parlia- 
ment. 

I  flatter 
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I  flatter  Myfelf  that  this  Rotation,  large  as  it  is, 
will  not  be  difagreeablc  to  my  Readers,  both  as  it  is 
full  of  nntient  Authorities,  and  the  Book,  from  whence 
it  is  taken,   is  nor.  very  common. 

The  Truth  of  this  Account  is  confirm'd  by  the  Au- 
thority of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hales,  in  his  Hiftory  of 
the  common  Law,  where  He  fays  that  William  the  \fi 
made  the  Laws  of  Edward  the  Confejfor  the  Rules  of 
his  Government,  and  added  very  (tYJnew  ones  to  them. 

It  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  by  the  Enemies  of  our  an- 
tient  Conftitution,  that  all  This  does  not.  prove  the  Tar- 
liaments,  of  thofe  Times,  to  have  been  lb  regular,  or  the 
People  fo  happy,   as  They  are  at  prefent.    I  grant  it  ; 
nor  do   I  bring   thefe   Authorities  to  prove  any   fuch 
Thing  ;  but  only    to  fhew  that  our   old  Saxon  Confti- 
tution  was  not  intirely  fubverted  by  the   Conqueft,  as 
fome  modern  Writers   have  alledged  i   and  that  what- 
■ever  Shocks  it  might  receive  at  that   violent  Period, 
the  Foundations  being  preferved,  it  recover'd  itfelf  by 
Degrees,  and  refumed  its  original  Form,  with  fach   Al- 
terations only,   fome  for  the  better  and   fome  for    the 
worfe,  as  Length  of  Time  and  various  Revolutions  na- 
turally produce  in  all  Governments.— -But  This  muft 
be  the  Subjed  of  another  Paper.  D. 


SATURDAY, 
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The  antient  Conftitution  of  Parliaments  in  England 
farther  confider'*d. 

Concluded  my  lall  Paper  with  admitting 
thit-t  Parliaments  were  not  antiently  fo 
regular  y  as  they  are  at  prefent;  but 
That  does  not  much  affedl  the  main 
Point  in  Hand,  which  is  to  ihew  that 
the  People  of  England  had  always  a 
Right,  by  our  Confitution^  to  a  Share  in  the  Legifa- 
iurey  both  in  the  Saxon  Times,  and  fmce  the  Con- 
queft ;  having  never  divefted  Themfelves  of  it  by  any 
voluntary  Aft,  nor  been  totally  excluded  from  it  by 
the  moft  violent  and  arbitrary  of  their  Kings. 

I  think  it  hath  been  fufficiently  proved  that  even 
Willidm  the  Conqueror ,  as  He  is  commonly  call'd,  did 
not  aboliih  the  EiTence,  nor  even  the  antient  Form  of 
Parliaments  in  this  Kingdom ;  and  whatever  Outrages 
fome  of  his  Succeffors  might  commit  againll  the  Spirit 
of  our  Conftitution ^  none  of  Them  were  ever  able  to 
deftroy  it  intirely,  though  feveral  periih'd  in  the  At- 
tempt. 

But  there  is  nothing  more  ridiculous  in  this  Dif-, 
pute  than  an  Argument,  which  hath  been  often  re- 
peated ;  viZ.  that  our  antient  Parliaments  conlilled 
only  of  the  Kingt  the  Barons  and  the  Church-,  from 
whence  it  is  immediately  infer'd  that  the  People  had 
nothing  to  do  in  thofe  Affemblies,  oith^x  perfonally^  or 
by  Reprefentation.  This  Fallacy  is  grounded  upon  an 
ignorant  Suppofition,  that  the  Barons  of  thofe  Times 
were  the  fame  Sort  of  Perfons  as  are  now  calFd  the  No- 

biUty^ 
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bility^  Lords  of  Parliament y  or  Peers  of  the  Realm  ; 
whereas  the  leaft  Acquaintance  with  our  Hiflory,  Law, 
and  Records,  will  ferve  to  convince  us  that  all  Perfons, 
who  held  their  Eftates  i?i  Capite  from  the  Crown^  were 
antiently  ilyled  Barons,  though  They  were  only  Com^ 
moTiersy  according  to  the  prefent  Acceptation  of  the 
Word. 

Mr.  Seldcn  tells  us,  "  *  that  the  Title  of  Baron 
<*  hath  been  often  given  to  fuch  as  were  great  Tenants 
<«  to  the  greater  Sort  ofSubjeSls  ;  as  to  Thofe  of  the 
<«  Arch-Bilhop  of  Canterbury,  and  of  fome  great  Earls 
«  of  the  antienter  Times,  efpecially  of  Thofe  of  Chef- 
<«  ter. — Bar  ones  Walenfes  alfo,  for  Barons,  under  the 
"  Princes  of  Wales,  occur  in  the  Rolls  of  Edward  the 
*'^  firjl.  -The  Word  Baro  hath  alfo  been  fo  mucit 
"  communicated,  that  not  only  all  Lords  of  Manors 
"  have  been,  from  antient  Time,  and  arc  at  this  Dav 
"  fomeiimes  call'd  Barons,  (  as  in  the  Style  of  their' 
<<  Court  Barons,  which  is  Curia  Baronis,  is'e.)  but 
**  alfo  the  Judges  of  the  Exchequer  have  it  from  an- 
*'  tient  Time  iix'd  upon  Them  ;  and  the  Burgefles 
**  of  fome  other  good  Towns,  as  well  as  Thofe  of 
"  the  Cinque-Forts,  particularly  of  LondoUt  have  alfo 
**  been  antiently  ftyled   by  it. 

The  fa?ne  learned  Author  divides  the  Time,  that 
intercedes  between  the  Beginning  qi  Willi  a  in  the  ifl 
and  this  Day,  into  three  Parts  j  Wx.  "  f  That,  which 
**  falls  between  his  coming  and  tlie  latter  Time  of 
**  King  John  ',  That,  v/hich  includes  the  latter  Time 
•<  of  Xing  yd'n  and  the  reft  that  follows  until  the 
**  Middle  of  Richard  the  id ;  and  That,  which  from 
**  thence  is  extended   to  this  Day. 

Now  Ke  tells  us  that,  during  ihc  firf  Period,  a-]l 
honouraty  Barons  were  fo  only  by  Tenure ;  That  i\ 
by  holding    Lands  in  Capite  of  the  King ;  yet  even 

Vol.  XIV.  B  Thoic 

*  Titles  of  Honour,  '^d  Edit,  /.    570. 
t  7^.  /••  57 1' 


14        Th€  Craftsman.    N^     467 

Thofe,  who  held  under  fiich  chief  Tenants^  by  Sub-In- 
feudation,  were  lorrjetimes  flylcd  BaronSyiho^  more  com- 
monly Vntiafors.  But  a  :|;  Baron  and  one,  qui  de  Rege 
t£7iet  in  Capite,  were  iynonimcus  Terms,  and  fo  ufed  in 
two  Laws,  the  one  o^tVilIia?n  the  ly?,  the  other  of  H^;?- 
ry  the  id.  Barones  and  Milites  were  likewife  ufed  in- 
difierently  for  each  o* her,  in  the  Rolls  of  thofe  Times, 
as  IvjUites  and  Chevaliers,  or  Knights,  are  at  prefent. 

But  our  Author  obferves  that,  under  xh^fecond  Period ^ 
including  the  latter  Time  of  King  John,  till  the  Middle 
o^  Richard  \ht  zd,  "  *f  an  Alteration  of  great  Moment 
*'  fell  among  the  Barons  and  Baronies  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
**  for  whereas,  in  the  Time  of  the_^r/?  Part,  every  Te- 
"  nant  in  Chief,  as  is  before  fhewn,  was  indifierently 
*'  an  honouraiy,  or  Parliamentary  Baron,  by  Reafon  of 
*'  his  Tenure,  or  Lands  held,  \N\iiQ\i-nizdLt  \\\5  BarG?iy  ', 
**  about  the  End  of  King  J  oh?,  fome  only,  that  were 
*'  moft  eminent  of  i'i'fy^  Tenants,  (fometimes  flyled  Ba- 
*'  rones  Regni  major  es)  were  fummon'd,  hy  fez' era  I 
**  Wyits  dircfted  to  Them  ;  and  the  Reft,  xhd^t  he/din 
''  Chief  were  fummon'd  alio,  not  by  fereral  Writs,  but 
*'  by  one  general  Summons  given  by  the  Sheriffsy  in 
**  their  feveral  Counties.  What  fpecial  Kind  of  Place 
**  rnd  Voice,  difTerent  from  \!^t  other.  They  had,  that 
"  v>  ere  thub  fummon'd  by  the  Sherif,  I  find  not ;  but 
**  that  thus  \.\\p.  greater  Barons  and  xh-t  Refi  of  the  Te- 
*'  f:ants-  in  Chief  were  then  difiinguifli'd,  exprefly  ap- 
"  pears  by  a  Pinfiage  in  xhc grandCharter  of  King  John, 
*'  made  in  thelati  Year  of  his  Reign  ;  where  it  is  faid, 
*'  — faciemus  fummoncri  Archiepifctpos,  Epifcopos,  Ab- 
*'  bi\t:s,  Co?nites,^  xr.z]ovQh^zronQS  fgillatim  per  Li- 
**  teras  ncfrras.  pA  pre^terea  facie7nus  j4immcneri  in ge- 
**  verali  per  Vice-Comites  ^  Ballivos  noflros  omnes  alios, 
^'  Cj.ui  in  Capite  tencnt  de  nobis  ad  cert^m  Diem,  i5fe. 

Here  is  a  plain  Diftirf^ion  between  xhe  greater  Ba- 
rons and  Qfhirs,  zoho  held  in  Chief  frotn  the  King.    The 

%  Id.  p.  575.  *t  Id.p.^'^,(j. 
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/time  Dijiinuion  is  to  be  found  in  the  Chaiter  0^  Henry 
the  3d.  But  Mr.  Selden  obferves  very  wejl,  that  it  could 
not  begin  originally  froin  either  oi"  thofe  Charters  j  it 
being  ufed  in  ib  general  and  indefinite  a  Manner,  that 
the  Meaning  of  it  muil  be  fnppo^ed  to  have  been  well 
kno'vn  at  that  Time.  He  explains  This  at  large  by- 
many  folid  Argament?,  to  which  I  refer  the  Reader  ; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Rapln  mufl:  be  certainly  rniilaken, 
wlien  He  dates  this  Dijlinftion  only  from  the  Reiga 
of  *  Edward,  the  1  ft. 

However,  the  Cuilom  of  calling  up  Lords  to  Parlii- 
ment,  by  Writ,  isundoabtedly  derived  from  this  Diiiinc- 
\\oxiQS.\!'At  greater  Barons,  whenever  it  took  Pkc?,  and 
continued  to  be  the  only  Method  till  the  Middle  of 
Riihard  the  zd's  Reign,  when  the  Pradlice  of  creating 
Barons  by  Letters  Fatait  came  iiri^  into  Ufe.— jBut  as 
the  Dilpute,  concerning  :he  antienr, '  conftitutional  Right 
of  the  People  to  a  Share  in  the  Lcgijlnture,  is  chiefly 
conaned  to  the  firjl  Period,  (  Thai:  i?,  from  the  AccciHo'i 
of  V/illiam  the  i  it  to  King  John^  Magna  Charta)  I 
fhall  now  return  to  it  fron.i  a  DigreiTion,  which  I  thought 
neccfTary  to  clear  up  the  Point. 

The  Word  Baron  being  explain'd  in  this  Manner,  it 
follows  that  the  People  were  not  excluded  from  the  Par- 
liaments  of  thofe  Times ;  I  mean  the  People  of  Property, 
as  the  Barons  then  were  ;  for,  even  at  prefent,  all  Thofe 
without  Property  have  no  Share  in  the  Lcgijlaturey  either 
perfonally,  or  by  Reprefentation.  But  there  is  one  or 
twolnftancesof  Parliaments,  within  the  Time  beforc- 
mention'd,  which  I  mull  not  omit,  hic^ulQilvQ  People 
are  exprefly  faid  to  have  been  !"ummon'd  to  them. 

•'  -j-  At  the  Coronation  of  Henry  the  ill,  Clems  An- 
*'  gli^e,  ^PoPULusuNivERStJS  ( fays  Matthew  Pa- 
*'  ris)  were  fummonM  to  Wejiminjler,  where  divers 
**  Laws  were  both  made  and  declared." — Mr.  Selde^ 

*  See  his  Conclufion  of  that  Reign. 
f  Titles  of  Honour,  p.  581. 
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indeed,  tak^s  Notice  that  there  Is  fome  DifTcrence  a- 
mongit  the  afitient  Writers^  concerning  the  Subfcriptmi 
of  Witnejfes  to  the  Charter  of  tboj'e  Laws;  but  I  think 
it  plain  from  hence  that,  in  the  Time  o^  Matthew  Pa- 
ris at  leaft,  the  People  were  fuppofed  to  make  a  Part  of 
the  Legtjlatiire  ;  and  indeed  They  are  often  mention'd 
even  m  the  Parliaments  of  IVilUam  the  ill,  as  I  have 
ihewn  in  my  laft  Paper. 

*•  X  In  the  loth  Year  of  Henry  the  2d,  or  1 163,  a- 
**  bout  the  End  of  January,  that  great  Parliament  at 
"  Clarendon  was  held,  P rejt dent e i^?(\i\i  Matthew  Pa- 
**  r/jj  Johame  de  Oa^onia,  de  Mandato  ipjius  Regis, 
**  prcejentihus  etiam  Archiepifcopis,  Epifcopis,  Abbatibus, 
**  Prioribus,  Comitibus,  ^  Proceribus  Regni.  But  Ro- 
"  ger  of  Hovenden  fays  expreily,  that  Clems  ^  Po- 
**  PULus  Regni  were  then  ailembled  ;  and  fo  menti- 
**  ons  it  as  z  full  Parliament,  ov  genera le  Concilium,  d^s 
**  Fitx-Stephens  and  fome  others  calls  it. 

It  mull:  be  acknowledged  that  the  precife  Manner  of 
fummoning  the  People  to  thefe  Affernblies,  or  what  Place 
They  held  in  them,  does  not  appear  ;  and  indeed,  con- 
iidering  the  Darknefs  of  thofe  Times,  of  which  We  are 
now  fpeaking,  as  well  as  the  very  imperfeft  Hillories 
that  are  left  of  them,  it  is  rather  wonderful  that  We 
are  able  to  get  fo  many  Lights  into  this  Matter,  than 
that  We  have  no  more.  But  the  Charter  of  King  John 
clears  it  up,  and  afcertains  the  Right  of  the  Conunons,  in 
fo  dillinft  a  Manner,  that  1  think  no  rcafonable  Man 
can  pretend  to  deny  it ;  for  though  it  may  be  difputed 
whether  there  a(fl;ually  was  any  regular  Parliarnenty  ac- 
cording to  the  Charter,  either  in  that  Reign,  or  the 
next,  which  were  both  very  arbitrary  and  full  of  Con- 
vulfions  ;  yet  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that,  in  the 
Reign  oi Edward  the  ill,  two  Knights  were  returnM  for 
each  Country,  as  They  are  at  this  Day;   andaf /tf/^ 

X  Id. p.  582. 
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Writer  obferves  that,  in  this  Reign,  the  Knights  of  Shirrs* 
in  Conjun6lion  with  the  Lords,  granted  Sublidies,*.  the 
Reprefentatives  of  Cititis  and  Boroughs  granting  feparate- 
\y  by  Themfelves.  The  fame  Writer  tells  us  farther, 
that  one  of  the  Writs  of  this  King  begins  thus ;  that  in 
every  Affair,  zvhich  related  to  the  whole  Kingdom,  the 
Confent  of  the  whole  Kingdom  ought  to  be  required,  Mr. 
Rapiii  likewife  observes  upon  xk\tfn7?ie  Reign,  *  "  that 
*'  We  have  an  uninterrupted  Series  of  all  the  Parlia- 
"  ments  held  in  England  iince  the  2 2d  Year  of  it. 
*'  The  Conftitution  of  thefe  Affe^nblies^  fuch  as  it  is  at 
**  this  Day,  was  fo  well  fettled  in  this  Reign,  that  there 
**  was  an  additional  Law  made  to  the  great  Charter,. 
"  by  which  it  was  enadled  that  ?to  Tax  fhould  be  levy'd 
**  upon  the  People,  with3ut  the  Confent  of  the  Com- 
"  mons. 

Let  me  only  remark  here,  that  Edward  the  ift  died 
almofiyi'^r  hundred  and  thirty  Years  ago  ;  fo  that  if  our 
Right  to  fit,  or  to  be  reprefented  in  Pariiament,  is  to  be 
dated  from  his  Reign  only,  it  may  furely  becall'd  an  an- 
tie-fit  Conjiitution.  But  I  think  it  appears  very  i^Smij* 
from  what  hath  been  faid  already,  that  This  was  only 
a  Confirmation  of  our  original  Rights  which  had  been 
often  interrupted,  or  deprefs'd,  but  never  given  up,  or 
totally  abolilh'd. 

The  Coronation  Osith  of  Edzvard the  2d  will  illuflrate 
this  Point  ftili  farther.  I  fhall  quote  only  the j^r/?  and 
lajl  Claufes  of  it,  which  are  as  follows. 

*'  *  Bifhop  of  Winchefter.  Sir,  will  You  keep,  and 
**  confirm  by  your  Oath,  to  the  People  of  England,  the 
*'  Laws  efiabliJFd  by  the  pious  Ki?igs,  your  Predecejfors  ; 
<*  and  particularly  the  Lazvs,  CAiftoms,  Liberties  granted 
♦'  to  the  Clergy  and  People,  b-^  the  glorious  St.  Edward, 
<*  your  Predeceffor  P 

*  See  the  Concluiion  of  it . 

*  See  Rapin\   Hifi^  at  the  Beginning  of  that  Reign ^ 
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**  King.     I  will,  andpromife  it. 

*'~Bifhop.  Sir,  will  Toupromife  to  keep,  and  caufe  to 
*'  be  kept,  the  Laws  nnd  Statutes,  that  the  Community  of 
**  your  Kingdom  pall  judge  fit  to  enaSl ',  andzmllYou 
"  defend  and  protect  Them,  to  the  utmoji  of  your  Pozver  ? 

"King.     I  do  promife  it . 
Mr.  Rapin  makes  the  following  pertinent  Remarks  up- 
on this  Oath. 

**  As  This  is  the  firfl  perfeft  Copy  of  a  Coronation 
*'  Oath  to  be  met  with  in  the  Englilh  Hiftory,  it  will 
*  *  not  be  belides  the  Purpofe  to  take  Notice  of  the  Ad- 
*'  vantage,  which  the  People  had  gainM  upon  the  rc^al 
ft  Prerogatives^mcQ.  the  eflablifhment  oi  Magna  Chart  a. 
**  It  manifeftly  appears  by  this  Oath  that,  far  from  fup- 
**  poling  the  great  Charter  to  be  the  original  Title  of 
*'  the  Privileges  granted  by  King  John  to  the  People  of 
**  England,  it  was  consider 'd  only  as  a  Confirmation  of 
**  the  antient  Liberties  of  the  People.  Upon  this  Sup- 
**  pofition  it  was,  that  Edward  the  2d  was  made  to 
**  fwear  that  He  would  obfeive  the  Lazvs  of  St.  Edward, 
*'  which  were  no  other  thanThofe  of  the  Anglo-Saxons  ; 
**  left,  by  cauling  Him  to  fwear  to  keep  the  great  Char- 
**  ter,  there  might  be  Room  to  imagine  that  the  Pri- 
**  vi leges  of  the  People  were  founded  on  the  ConceJJions 
*'  of  the  Kings. 

Every  Body  knows  how  ill  King  Edward  obferved 
this  Oath,  and  that  He  was  at  length  depofed,  in  a  for- 
mal Manner,  by  the  Parliament  cfE?igland,  in  which 
x\\Q  Commons  bore  a  remarkable  Part. 

In-  the  next  glorious  Reign,  of  Edward  the  3d,  the 
Commons  made  ftill  a  more  conliderable  Figure  j  of 
which  I  ihall  give  only  a  fewlnftances. 

In  the  9th  cf  this  King,  *'  -f  a  Motion  being  made 
**  in  Parliament  for  a  Sublidy  to  be  granted,  of  a  new 
«*  Kind,   the  Commons  anfv/erM,  They  would  have 

f  3  ^¥'  34- 

"  Con- 


N^  4^7*    ^^  Craftsman.  '  19 

"  Conference  vf\i\i^ofe  of  their  feveral  Countief  and 
*«  Places,  who  had  put  Them  in  Truji,  before  They 
"  treated  of  any  fuch  Matter. 

"  In  the  13th  Q^ihQ  fame  Reign,  the  King  declared 
**  to  the  Parliamefjt^  that  He,  with  others  about  Him, 
♦*  flood  bound  for  furniihing  Him  and  his  Allies  in 
"  30,000  /.  which  He  ought  to  pay,  and  therefore 
*'  wanted  Aid  of  his  Commons  to  pay  the  fame ;  but  the 
"  Commons  made  Anfwer,  that  They  knew  and  ten- 
"  der'd  the  Kin^s  Eft  ate,  and  were  ready  to  aid  Him  ; 
"  only  in  this  nezu  Device  They  durft  not  agree,  with- 
**  out  farther  Conference  with  their  Counties  ;  and  io, 
**  praying  Refpite  until  another  Time,  They  promife 
"  to  travel  to  their  Counties,  to  confult  Them  in  this 
*<  grand  Affair, 

In  the  fame  Year,  "  %  the  Lords  granted  Tythe  of 
**  Corn  growing  on  their  Lands  ;  the  Commons  grant- 
**  ing  nothing. 

The  Commons  are  likewife  particularly  mentioned  in 
the  Patent  for  creating  the  black  Prince,  his  Sor\,Prince  of 
Wales ,  which  after  the  Preamble,  goes  on  thus. 
*'  \\  De  Concilio  itaque  et  Confenfu  Pralatorum,  Comi- 
' '  turn,  Baronum,  et  Communitatum  Rsgni  noftri 
"  Anglia,  in  generali  Parliamento  nofro  apud'Wt^- 
*'  monafterium  die  Luna  in  quindend  Pafchee  proxiine 
*'  prateritd  convocato,  ipfum  Edward um  Principem 
*'  'WdXW'X  fecimus  et  crcavimus,  Iffc. 

Nay,  to  fhew  the  Power  and  Credit  of  Parliaments, 
under  this  King,  They  obliged  Him,  at  the  latter  End 
of  his  Reign,  to  turn  off  ibme  of  his  *  f  greatejl  Minif 
ters,  and  even  2.  favourite  Mijlref,  who  were  grown 
obnoxious  to  the  People. 

Edward,  the  great  Prince  of  Wales,  dying  before  his 
Father,  Richard   the    2d,    his  Son,    fucceeded  to  the 

X  Enquiry  irito  the  Manner  of  creating  Peers,  p.  8. 
II  Seld.  Titles  of  Honour,  p.  494. 
*f  P.apin,  8r<?  Edit.  vol.  ^.p.  '335. 

Throne  ; 
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Throne  ;  and  as  He  is  mention'd  in  Hillory  to  be  the 
firft  King,  who  fet  the  vile  Praftice  of  f  packing  Par- 
Ham£7its  on  Foot,  fo  it  deferves  Notice  that  He  at  iaft 
fell  a  Sacrifice  to  Them,  like  his  great  Grandfather, 
Edzuurdx\iQ  2d. 

I  need  not  trace  this  Affair  any  farther  down ;  for  it 
will  not  be  deny'd  by  any  Writer,  who  is  worth  anfwer- 
ing,  that  the  Commons  of  England  have  had  a  great 
Weight  in  all  Parlia?nents  fence  the  Period,  to  which  I 
have  brought  them  ;  though  their  Rights  have  been  of- 
ten invaded  by  Prerogative  and  arbitrary  Power.  I 
fhall  therefore  conclude  with  a  few  ihort  Remarks  upon 
the  whole. 

Though  it  mull  be  confefs'd  that  our  old  Saxon  Con- 
ftitution  hath  undergone  many  violent  Coavulfions, 
iince  the  Conquefi,  1  think  the  whole  Series  of  our  Hif- 
tory,  as  far  as  We  can  difcover  it  through  the  Gloom 
of  Antiquity,  is  one  continued  Proof  that  the  Foundations 
of  it  were  never  intirely  overturn'd  i  and  though  vari- 
ous Alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Form  of  our  Par- 
liafnents.  thg  Effentials  have  been  preferved,  and  the 
People  wer^  never  totally  deprived  of  their  Share  in  thofe 
Affemblies. 

T  mull  not  here  omit  the  Remark  of  a  %  judicious 
Writer^  whom  I  have  quoted  more  than  once  already  ; 
riz,  that  there  are  fundry  Sorts  of  Summons  to  be  found 
in  our  Law- Books  and  Records;  fuch  as  Summonitiones 
ad  Colloquium,  de  veniendo  ad  Concilium,  which  are  of- 
ten millaken  by  our  Hiftorians  for  Summons  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  it  is  probable  that  great  Part  of  the  prefent 
Difpute  hath  been  owing  to  this  Miftake. 

But  to  proceed.  I  think  it  appears  from  the  preced- 
ing Authorities  that  Liberty  is  cur  antient  Inheritance, 
^eliver'd  down  to  us  through  a  longSucceffion  of  Ages, 

t      /^.;>.    430. 

X  7he  Author  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  Manner  of 
creating  Peers. 

and 
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and  rot  the  meer  Product  of  the  Revolution,  or  the  Ref~ 
toration^  as  fome  late  Writers  have  moft  ridiculoufly 
argued.  Ac  the  fame  Time,  I  mull  obferve  that  thefe 
Enquiries  into  our  antieiit  Cojijlitution,  and  comparing 
it  with  the  prefent,  are  very  far  from  being  delign'd  to 
refled  upon  the  Revolution  ;  which  I  am  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge hath  reftrain'd  our  Kings,  in  lome  Refpeds, 
from  oppreffing  their  People.  But  the  Queftion  in  Dif- 
pute  is,  whether  a  rrezv  Sort  ofPovoer,  unknown  to  for- 
mer Times,  is  not  lately  fprung  up  amongft  us  ;  and 
whether  We  are  not  in  Danger  of  running  back  to  the 
fame  Eg-^ptian  Bondage,  from  which  the  Revolution  de- 
liver'd  us,    though  by  different  Paths. 

I  fhall  only  add  that  this  Point,  concerning  the  Anti- 
quit"^  of  Parliaments,  hath  been  vigoroufly  maintain'd  by 
many  of  the  ableji  Writers,  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  ever 
fince  the  contrary  Do^rine  was  firll  broach'd  ;  fuch  as 
S  el  den,  Sidney,  Petit,  Hody,  Tyrrel,  Wejl,  St.  Am  and 
and  Others.  It  looks  therefore  a  little  odd  to  fee  a  Set  of 
Meny  who  call  Themfelves  the  Advocates  of  a  Whig 
Minijlry,  defending  thefe  Prerogative  Principles^  and 
licking  up  the  Spittle  of  fuch  flavifh  Writers  as  Brad;^ 
and  his  Followers. 

I  fhall  now  proceed,  at  proper  Intervals,  to  the  Exa- 
mination of  fome  other  Branches  of  our  Conflitution., 
which  have  been  mifreprefented,  or  are  not  generally 
underllood.  D 


SATURDAY 
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To   CALEB   D'ANVERS,   Efq-, 

Mr.  TyAnvers,  Norwich,  June  9,  1735. 

Book  intitled  the  Cafe  of  the  sinking 
Fund,  k^c.  is  lately  come  down  amongft 
us,  and  it  gives  every  true  Lover  of  his 
Country  no  fmall  Uneaiirefs  to  find  our 
domejlick  Concerns  in  fuch  an  unhappy 
Situation,  at  this  critical  Conjun^ure  nf 
Jffairs  abroad.  Kov»^ever,  We  are  willing  to  hope 
that  there  are  fome  Refources  Hill  to  be  open'd,  upon 
any  great  Emergency,  though  Gentlemen  in  the  Coun- 
try cannot  pretend  to  guefs  where  they  are  to  be 
found. 

But  We  are  a  little  furprized  at  one  Paflage  in  this 
Treatife,  where  it  feems  to  be  admitted,  *'  that  the 
"  MocK'Patriots  (as  the  Confiderer  calls  all  Gen- 
**  tlemen  in  the  Oppojttion)  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
"  prevail  within  Doors,  though  They  have  fulEciently 
*•  carry'd  their  Point  without.''* Whereas  we  re- 
ceived repeated  Advice  that  thefe  Gentlemen  had  adu- 
ally  prevail'd  within  Doors,  as  well  as  without^  in  fe- 
veral  great  Points ;  and  I  affure  you,  Mr.  D''Anvers, 
that  We  began  to  drink  their  Healths  by  the  Name  of 
the  Majority.  Nay,  We  even  think  ourfelves 
obliged  to  Them  for  our  Deliverance,  this  Year,  from 
a  Vote  of  Credit,  with  which  We  were  ftiongly 
threaten'd  in  the  Conjiderations  j  and  if  They  fhould  be 
able  to  maintain  their  Ground,  or  to  make  any  farther 
Advances,  in  the  next  SefEon,  We  may  expecH:  fome 
other  good  Things  from  Them,  as  far  as  the  Circum- 

>   ilances 
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fiances  of  Affairs  will  permit.  We  flatter  ourlelves,  at 
leaft,  that  They  will  not  endeavour,  like  Ibme  other 
Perfons,  to  debauch  the  Minds  of  the  People  with 
Jlavijh  and  corrupt  Principles ,  nor  to  drain  their  Pockets 
by  wild  and  unnece/Jar-^  Expences  ;  fince  nothing  but 
the  moll  rigorous  Frugality  can  ever  eafe  us  of  our  pre- 
fent  Burthens,  even  in  Times  of  Veace  ;  and  much 
more,  if  We  iliould  have  the  Misfortune  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  frefent  deftrur&je  War. 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  the  prefent  Diipute  how,  and 
by  whole  Means,  Europe  hath  been  embroil'd  in  this 
Manner;  buc  it  is  certainly  very  ridiculous  'w^ThofCy 
who  have  had  the  fole  Management  of  Afrairs  for  many 
Years  paft,  to  call  upon  Gentlemen^  whom  They  have 
kept  as  much  as  pollibly  in  the  Dark,  for  their  Advice  j 
or  to  expedl  that  They  fliould  declare  Themfelves  as 
to  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  in  fuch  a  dark  and  con- 
fufed  State  of  Things.  The  Courfe  of  Time  hath,  in- 
deed, brought  many  Secrets  to  Light ;  but  nobody  can 
fuppofe  that  all  the  Motives  and  Caufes  of  the  prefent 
Dillraiflions,  that  all  the  fecret  Negotiations,  Engage- 
ments and  Pretenhons  of  the  diiieient  Powers  o^  Eu- 
rope are  fully  laid  open  ;  and  yet  without  knowing 
Thcfe,  it  is  impoilible  to  form  a  competent  Judgment 
of  the  Nature  of  the  Cafe,  or  to  prefcribe  a  proper 
Remedy. 

Bjt  one  Thing  We  all  know  ,•  that  a  War  cannot  be 
carry 'd  on  without  great  Sums  of  Mone"^ ;  and  that  We 
are  already  too  far  exhauiled  with  Debts  and  T^axes. 
The  whole  Produce  of  the  finking  Fund  hath  been 
taken  thefc  laft  two  Years  for  the  current  Service,  in 
Times  o^ Fence  \  and  it  appears,  in  \hQ  Book  before- 
mention'd,  that  the  moH:  fubftantial  Part  of  ir,  which 
arofe  from  the  Jeverdl  B.edudions  of  Interejl,  is  mort- 
gaged out;  that  it  confiUs,  at  prefent,  of  Httle  more 
than  the  Increaje  of ^  Duties,  fince  the  laft  War ;  and 
that  great^  Part  of  it  will  probably  fall  olF  again  by 
^^^S^^ing  in  another  ;  fo  that  die  Payment  of  the  pub- 
lick 
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lick  Debts  hath  not  only  been  delay'd,  contrary  to  the 
original  Intention  of  the  finking  Fund,  and  the  ftridefl 
Appropriations  of  former  Parliaments  j  but  even  the 
finking  Fund,  itfelf  will  raife  no  conliderable  Sums  to- 
wards the  Support  of  a  War,  fhould  it  be  thought  "pro- 
per to  apply  it  to  that  Service.  I  do  not  fpeak  This 
with  any  Delign  of  infinuating  that  We  are  not  able 
to  defend  ourfelves,  in  Cafe  of  Neceffity  ;  but  only  to 
fhew  the  melancholy  Situation  of  Affairs,  and  what  an 
urgent  Occafion  there  is  for  OEconomy  and  good  Ma- 
nagement. ■'H;\'*ltx*^  \V, 

I  cannot  refleft  upon  this  Subjeft,  without  admiring 
the  Modefty  of  fome  Perfons^  who  affedl  to  talk  and 
write  about  a  JVar  with  as  much  Eafe,  as  if  all  our 
Funds  were  at  Liberty,  and  there  was  nothing  farther  to 
be  confider'd  than  whether  it  be  expedient,  or  not. 
That,  indeed,  is  a  very  material  Queftion ;  but  not 
the  only  one,  in  the  prefent  Cafe.  It  is  certainly  our 
Intereft  to  take  Care  that  the  Bnllance  of  Europe  be 
notdeftroy'd;  and  I  heartily  wifh  that  the  fame  Per- 
Cons,  who  now  feem  to  be  preparing  the  Nation  for  a 
War,  had  been  pleafed  to  reafon  in  this  Manner  before 
Things  were  carry'd  to  fuch  an  Height,  and  it  was  in 
our  Power  to  prevent  it,  with  little  or  no  Expence. 
Had  xh^B^Uance  ofPozver  been  duly  conlider'd  but  a 
ftw  Years  ago,  the  Houle  o^ Bourbon  (by  which  I  mean 
all  the  Branches  of  it  J  would  not  have  been  able  to 
play  their  Game  fo  fuccefsfully  as  They  have  lately 
done  ;  nor  would  the  Emperor  have  been  reduced  to 
thofe  extreme  Difficulties,  in  which  We  no\v  fee  Him, 
and  of  which  He  complains  fo  pathetically  in  a  *  Me- 
morial,  lately  publifli'd. 

But  it  will   be  objefled,  perhaps,   that  This  is   ftill 
harping  upon  the  Caujes  of  our  Diiiemper,  which  can-^ 
not  be  now  prevented,  without  offering  any  Remedy, \ 
and,  indeed,  how  is  it  poffible  to  keep  our  Thoughts] 

intirely/ 

*  See  the  Daily  Poft. 


M^  468.     The  Craftsman.  aj 

intirely  from  running  out  into  Reflexions  of  this  Na- 
ture? Ths.EffeSl  naturally  produces  an  Enquiry  into 
the  Caufe  ;  and,  without  knowing  the  Caufey  all  Re- 
medies are  meer  Quackery  and  Guefs-work  ;  but  where 
there  is  a  Complication  of  DifeafeSy  the  beft  Phyficians 
are  ataLof-;  efpecially,  if  the  Patient  hath  been  in 
bad  Hands  before.  Here  therefore  the  Confiderer  may- 
triumph  again,  and  tell  us,  with  his  uiual  Decency, 
that  the  Biter's  Bit  ;  for  He  may  fa'ely  defy  all 
the  Mock-Patriots  to  lay  their  Heads  together,  and  fay, 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  in  this  critical  ConjunElure, 
Nay,  Jet  even  thofe  real  Patriots^  who  have  negotia- 
ted us  into  this  blejfed  Condition,  do  it  if  They  can. 
Let  Them  tell  us  i.vhether  Peace,  or  IFar,  be  moft  ad- 
vifeable;  \i  Peace,  how  it  is  to  be  obtainM,  -upon  ho- 
nourable and  advantageous  Terms ;  \^War,  how  it  is 
to  be  fupported  with  that  Degree  of  Vigour,  which  the 
prefent  Occafion  feems  to  require.  It  behoves  the  Cou- 
jiderer,  at  leaft,  to  fhew  that  our  Affairs  are  in  a  much 
better  Condition  at  home,  than  they  have  been  lately 
reprefented  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  to  give  us  a  Reply  to 
the  Cafe  of  the  Jinking  Fund. 

I  remember,  Sir,  that  when  the  Conft Aerations  were 
fir II:  publifh'd.  You  was  call'd  upon  for  an  An/zver,  and 
You  immediately  gave  us  Notice,  in  your  Paper,  that 
it  was  then  preparing  for  the  Prefs.  Now,  I  think  the 
Conjlderer  ought  to  be  call'd  upon  in  the  fame  Manner. 
I  would  not  have  the  Gentleman  hurry 'd  ;  becauie  the 
Book  is  pretty  voluminous  itfelf,  and  He  hath  alreadjr 
told  us  that  He  hath  not  much  Leifure  ;  but  I  Ihould 
be  very  glad  to  know  whether  We  are  to  expeil  any 
Anjwer  or  not,  and  in  what  Time.  I  hope  it  will  be 
at  leall:  a  Month  or  two  before  Chriflmas,  tliat  the  Cafe- 
Writer  may  have  Time  to  reply,  if  He  fees  Occafion, 
before  the  Parliament  meets  ;  for  I  think  it  a  little  un- 
fair that  one  Side  ihould  take  the  Advantage  of  the 
whole  Summer  to  Themfelvcs,  and  lay  the  other,  by  the 
Method  of  publifhing  their  Works,  under  the  Dilficulty 

Vol.  XIV.  C  of 


l6  ^tf  Crafts  MAN.     N^  468. 

of  writing  at  a  Seafon,  when  They  may  be  pofliWy 
engaged  about  other  Affairs. 

Indeed,  We  have  already  had  Ibme  Remarks  upon 
this  Piece  fcatterM  amongft  us,  in  the  common  Vehi- 
cles of  minijierinl  Politicks ;  but  they  confift  either  of 
Railing,  or  iuch  low  Prevarication  as  deferves  no  Notice. 
Befides,  it  is  very  remarkable,  and  for  that  Reafon  alone 
I  mention  thefe  Writers,  that  none  of  Them  have  offer'd 
to  fay  one  Word  about  the  Bank-Contract  ;  though 
it  is  one  of  the  moil  material  Parts  of  the  whole  Book, 
and  contains  iuch  a  Charge  againft  their  Patron,  as 
feems  to  have  fix'd  the  Attention  of  the  whole  King- 
dom, ^his  Point  does  not  depend  on  a  long  Chain  of 
Reafoning,  which  is  liable  to  Chicane,  but  on  one  plain 
Fa5i,  which  may  be  eaiily  clear'd  up ;  and  therefore, 
Mr.  ly  Anvers,  I  defire  You  to  put  the  two  following 
Queftions, 

1 .  Whether  the  honourable  Gentleman,  concern'd  in 
this  Difpute,  was  not  at  a  Meeting  of  a  Committee  of 
the  DireBors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  The  DireBors  of  the  Southsea  Company, 
on  Friday^  Sept.  the  zid,  ijzo  t 

2.  Whether  He  did  not  then  draw  up  the  Contra^, 
publifli'd  in  the  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund,  between  the 
two  Companies  ? 

\  The  Confiderer  pofitively  aiTerts  that  the  hoytourable 
Gentleman  was  never  at  an^  other  Meeting  with  the  faid 
Companies  than  That  on  Zept.  the  19th  ;  nor  ever  drew 
up  any  other  Paper  between  Them  than  that  imperfect 
T>ratight,  whi<:h  He  hath  produced.  But  the  Cafe- 
Writer  maintains  the  contrary,  and  tells  us  that  the 
ORIGINAL  Contract,  as  He  hath  publiih'd  it,  was 
then  ailually  lying  before  Him,  in  the  ho7jourable  Gen- 
tleman^s  own  Hand-Writing  ;  from  whence  I  con- 
clude that  it  is  Hill  forth-coming,  and  ready  to  be  pro- 
duced, if  Occafion  fliould  require.  ^ 
The  Confiderer  cannot  pretend  that  He  only  miflook ' 
Me  Dayhi  another,  becaufe  He  takes  particular  Notice 

of 
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of  the  Meeting  on  the  23d,  as  well  as  That  on  the 
19th,  and  even  gives  us  the  Heads  of  the  true  Bank- 
ConiraSi,  which  He  calls  a  Propofal  only  ;  but  He  is 
obliged  to  confefs  that  it  was  confirm'd,  the  very  ne:xt 
Day,  bv  a  Court  ofDire^ors  of  /^^Bank.  This,  I 
fay,  could  not  be  a  Mljlake  ;  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to 
{uppofe  that  any  Man  could  forget  whether  He  v^as 
prelent  on  fo  me^norable  an  Occajlon^  or  drew  up  a  Con- 
tra^, in  which  almoft  four  Millions  of  Bank-Stock  were 
concern  d.    ■   -^- •    -'    -  ^'     * 

It  13  therefore  Incumbent  on  the  Conjtderer  ( who 
■feems  to  be  the -^<?;^^;<!r/7^/(?  Gentlema?i\i\m!iQii)  to  give 
fome  Anfwer   to  this  Charge,  either  by   confeffing^  or 
deming  it.     If  He  confcjfes  it,  w^hat   will  He  fay  for 
having  publifh'd  fuch  a  Faljhood  to  the  whole  World  ? 
If  He  iienies  it,   the  Matter  may  be  brought  to  a  fhort 
IiTue,  by  producing   the  Original,  and  appealing  to  fe- 
'  vcral  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee,   who  are  ftill  living, 
i      You  are  therefore  defired,  for  the  Satisfa6lion  of  the 
li  World,  to  infift  upon  an  Anfwer  to  this  Point ;  and  if 
i  the  honourable  Gentleman  fhould   think  lit   to  pafs  it 
over  in  Silence,  He  mufl  fubmit  to  the  juft  Cenfure  of 
\  the  Cafe-Writer,  with  which  I  fhall  conclude. 

*'  Can  You  imagine  that  the  Publick  will  not  refent 
*'  fuch  a  grofs  Impofition  upon  Them,  and  call  your  Ve^ 
"^  racity  equally  in  Queftion,  as  to  other  Matters  ? 
"  Lailly,  how  can  You  expetl  that  a  Britijh  Parlia- 
*'  ment  fhould,  for  the  future,  give  any  Credit  to  your 
"  moll  folemn  Declarations  and  Afiertions,  upon  Points 
"  of  the  highcil  Confequence  to  the  Welfare  of  the 
whole  Nation,  when  They  fee  fuch  a  fhamelefs  Dif- 
regard  to  Truth  and  common  Decency,  in  this  Parti- 
cular ? 
J>  1  am,  S  IR,  ^V. 


m-^ 
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^i  Mores  Hominum  fnuliorum  v'tStet  Urbes. 

To   CALEB    D' AN  VERS,    Efqi 

Dear  Caleb, 

I S  You  have  formerly  thought  fit  to  take 
the  Stage  ur.der  Confideration,  I  fhall 
make  no  Apology  for  troubling  You  with 
a  few  Thoughts  on  the  late  Flay-Houfe 
Bill. 

Though  I  am  a  great  Lover  of  drama- 
tick  Entertainments,  1  cannot  deny  that  our  Britijh 
Theatre  lianas  in  Need  of  many  Regulation?,  which  I 
may  perhaps  hereafter  explain  ;  but,  in  the  m.ean  Time, 
I  mull  b^  Leave  to  fay  that  I  could  not  approve  the 
Bill,  lately  brought  into  Parliament  for  this  Purpofe,  on 
many  Accounts ;  and  particularly,  becaufe  1  thought  it 
bore  a  little  too  hard  upon  an  Order  of  Men,  who  have 
always  made  a  very  confiderable  Figure  in  the  World  ; 
I  mean  the  People  cali'd  Strollers;  a  Term, 
which  includes  much  greater  Perfons  than  commonly 
pais  under  that  Denomination. 

For  Inftance,  what  was  Achilles,  Alexander  the  great y 
and  feveral  other  Grecian  Heroes^  renown'd  in  Hiftory, 
but  a  Sort  of  royal  Strollers^  who  wander'd  about  from 
Place  to  Place,  afting  their  bloody  Tragedies  on  the 
great  Theatre  of  the  World  ? 

Pofnpey  and  Ccefar,  nay  even  the  Godlike  Cato  him- 
felf,  were  Strollers  of  the  fame  Kind,  who  play'd  diffe- 
rent Parts,  and  having  made  a  great  Buftle  upon  the 

Stage, 
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5tage,  like  other  Players,  fdJ  at  laft  by  the  fame  tragical 
Weapons,  a  Szuord  and  a  Dagger. 

\i  We  come  down  to  later  Times,  We  fhall  find  the 
World  fiird  with  the  fame  Kind  of  itinerant  Stage- 
Vlasers.  I  need  not  take  any  Trouble  to  prove  that 
:hoie  pious  Worthies,  who  went  as  far  as  the  holy  Land 
:o  fight  againil  7//;?^^/;,  were  Men  of  this  Species  ;  be- 
raufe  a  late  notable  Writer  hath  already  diiiinguifh'd 
)ur  King  Richard  the  ifl,  who  made  one  of  thofe  reli- 
gious Campaigns,  as  a  *  Royal  Don  Quixote. 
Now  what,  I  pray,  was  that  moft  puilTant  Hero  but  a 
Knight-Errant,  or  in  plain  Englifii  a  Stroller^  who 
Dlay'd  a  thoufand    tragi-comical  Pranks  ? 

And  here  I  muft  not  forget  that  even  Bifiops  have 
bmetimes  condefcended  to  become  Strollers,  and  per- 
orm'd  feveral  eminent  Parts  in  thofe  holy  Drama'' s,  of 
Arhich  I  am  fpeaking.  But  this  Kind  oiEccleJiaJlical 
)trolling  hath  been  out  of  Falhion  for  many  Ages. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  produce  a  thoufand  Inllances  of 
Princes,  Generals,  and  other  great  Perfonages,  to  this 
Purpofe,  from  the  Emperor  C^^r/^i  the  5  th,  who  was 
;he  firfl  Founder  of  the  Harlequin  Race,  down  to  the 
ate  King  of  Sweden ;  without  faying  any  Thing  of 
Thofe,  who  are  now  playing  their  Gambols  on  that 
k'ery  Spot,  which  was-  famous  for  theatrical  Exploits  a- 
boyQ  two  thoufand  Years  ago  ;  for  Livy  tells  us  that  the 
antient  Rotnans  fent  for  their  firft  Stage-Players  out  of 
Tufcany  ;  and  that  the  Word  H//?^r  fignifying  a  Player, 
jin  the  Tufcan  Language,  all  Players  were  afterwards 
;aird  Hi/lriones. 

I  could  go  much  farther  ftill ;  for  the  old  trite  Ob- 
fervation,  totus  mundus  agit  Hiftrionem,  was  never  fo 
fully  verify 'd  as  at  prelent ;  when  all  the  polite  World, 
it  leall,  feem  to  be  running  mad  with  an  Itch  of  Strol- 
ling ;  or,  as  They  call  it,  Travelling }  but,  inllead  of  im- 
C  3  proving 

-- 

*  See  antietit  and  modern  Liherty  Jlated  and  com^ 
fared,  ;.  9. 
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Proving  their  Minds,  by  enquiring  into  the  Conftitu- 
tions  and  Governments  o(  o^ber  Nations.,  ^Thcy  com- 
monly reap  no  other  Advantage  from  their  Peregrina-  ' 
tions  than  Iquandering  away  their  Eitates,  and  coming 
home  with  an  idle  Contempt  of  the  Manners  and  Cuf- 
toms  of  their  ozv^  Country.  I  am  very  far  from  in- 
tending by  This  to  condemn  the  Pradice  oiTr-aveUirig 
in  general,  which  is  certainly  one  of  the  noblcll  Methods 
of  Inftrudtion,  and  from  whence  the  greateft  Men  of 
Antiquity  derived  their  Knowledge.  Neither  would 
-I  be  thought  to  include  all  our  modern  Gentleme?!,  who 
have  traveird,  in  this  Cenfure  ;  having  many  illuftrious 
Examples  now  before  my  Eyes,  which  demon  (Irate  the 
Advajitages  of  feeing  the  World ;  and  I  heartily  wilh, 
for  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  my  Country,  that  there 
were  much  fewer  In  fiances  to  the  contrary. 

Nay,  two  of  the  moft  famous  Nations  of  old,  the 
Egyptia?ii  and  the  feivs^  have  been  long  lince  reduced 
to  the  Condition  of  vieer-  Strollers ;  though  the  Inven- 
tion of  ^r/j  and  Sciences  is  generally  attributed  to  the 
former  ;  and  the  latter  have  engrofs'd  great  Part  of  the 
Riches  of  the  World,  even  in  their  State  of  Difperlion. 
Yet  notwithftanding  This,  I  fay,  the  Egyptians  are  ex- 
prefly  declared  to  be  Vagabonds  by  our  Law,  and  the 
Jews  are  punishable  with  Death  in  moft  Fopifh  Coun- 
tries. 

But  this  Letter,  Mr.  WAnvers^  is  chiefly  deiignM  lo 
vindicate  a  certain  honourable  Order  ef  Men,  who  have 
been  lately  made  the  Subjeft  of  much  Satire  and 
Ridicule;  I  mean  Ambassadors,  both  ordinary 
and  extraordinary.  Ihefe  Ge?itiemen  are  Strollers  by 
ProfeffioH  ;  it  being  the  immediate  Bufinefs  of  their 
Function  to  abandon  their  native  Country,  and  ferve  it 
in  foreign  Parts.  For  this  Reafon,  Monfieur  de  Wique- 
fort  obferves  that  an  Ambaffador  is  a  great  theatrical 
Terfonage,  and  that  He  is  often  obliged  to  play  the  Co- 
^mediaii,    I  /hall  illiiHrate  This  a  little  more  at  large,  by 
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a  Parallel  between  the  izvo  "ProfeJ^tons,  which  will  bring 
us  to  the  Point  here  propofed . 

It  is  the  Bufinefs  of  a  ? layer  to  perfonate  any  Cha- 
rader,  juft  as  the  Managers  of  the  Theatre  direct  Him  ; 
and  what  is  an  Ambajfador  more  ?  The  only  DiiFerence 
between  Them  is,  that  as  x\\.z  former  afts  the  Part  of  a 
dsfufi^f  or  perhaps  an  imaginary  King,  the  /^//^r  re- , 
prelents  a  /ie'i/;^  and  real  one  ;  which  is  fomewhatmore 
advantageous,  indeed,  as  well  as  more  honourable. 

Ambaffadors  have  very  great  Privileges  annex'd  to 
their  Charafters  ;  and  fo  have  Players ;  for  as  every 
Ambaffador'^s  Houfe  is  allow'd  to  be  a  SanSiuary,  by  the 
Law  of  Nations  ;  fo  is  every  Play-houfehy  a  Law  of 
their  own  making  ;  and  it  is  almoll:  as  penal  for  any  Of 
fcer  ofjujlice  to  enter  one  as  the  other.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  great  Difputes  have  fometimes  arifen,  con- 
cerning this  Priz'iiege,  and  been  attended  with  terrible 
Confequences.  Every  Body  knows  that  the  prefent 
Breach  between  the  two  Courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
was  occafion'd,  or  pretented  at  leaft  to  be  occafion'd, 
by  refcuing  a  Man  from  the  Hands  of  Juftice  J  and  a 
Diilurbance  of  the  fame  Nature  happened  very  lately 
in  the  little  theatrical  5tate  of  Covent-Garden^  by  an 
Arreft  behind  the  Scenes ;  but  this  Affair  was  happily 
accommodated,  as  I  am  informed,  by  releafmg  the/^jcT 
Fellow,  and  difcharging  the  Debt ;  as  the  other  is  now 
likely  to  be,  by  the  Mediation  o^ France. 

Plays  are  generally  founded  upon  Fable s,  or  FiBions ; 
and  This  is  fo  often  the  Cafe  of  Legation,  that  Sir  Hen- 
ry Wootton  makes  it  the  diftinguilhing  Charadleriftick 
of  an  Ambaffadory  to  hY^for  the  Good  of  his  Country. 
This  may  be  thought,  perhaps,  to  refleft  upon  the  Ho- 
nour of  Princes y  who  never  ought  to  defcend  fo  far  be- 
low their  Dignity,  as  to  utter  a  Faljhood,  even  by  De- 
legation. But  there  is  a  wide  Difference  htVNtQx\fquab 
dozunright  Lying,  and  a  little  artful  Finejfe ,  or  Prevari- 
cation, which  the  Exigency  of  Affairs  will  fometimes 
juflify.     Befides,  tho*  an  Ambajfador  is  inverted  with 

the 
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the  Charafter  of  his  royal  Ma/ier,  and  repipfents  his 
his  Perfon,  We  Ihall  find,  upon  Enquiry,  that  He  of- 
ten/y^j",  of  his  own  Accord,  or  by  Com miffion  from 
the  Frime-Minifier  j  efpecially,  if  They  happen  to  be 
fo  very  nearly  related,  that  One  may  be  properly  cali'd 
Legatus  a  Latere  from  the  Other. 

If  We  confider  moll  of  the  Treaties,  for  thefe  hundred 
Years  paft,  what  are  they  but  a  Sort  oi political  Come- 
dies^ with  here  and  there  a  tragick  Scene  interfperfed, 
and  fometimes  a  very  tragical  Cataftrophe  ;  like  the 
Plays  of  our  celebrated  Laureate  who  hath  an  admirable 
Knack  of  mixing  the  two  Species  of  dramatic  k  Poetry  to- 
gether, and  having  raised  our  Laughter  in  oTie  Scene 
takes  an  ill-natured  Pleafure  in  Viewing  his  Command 
over  our  Paffions,  and  fets  us  a  Crying  in  the  very 
next  P 

As  for  Trxces,  generally  fpeaking,  I  can  compare  them 
to  nothing  but  a  Farce^  intended  to  divert  People  after 
a  doleful  fragedyy  for  which  They  have  paid  their  Mo- 
ney, and  fend  Them  home  in  good  Humour  with  the 
DireBors  of  theatrical  Affairs. 

An  Jrmijlice,  or  Ceffation  of  Arms,  is  much  of  the 
fame  Nature,  being  thrown  in,  like  an  Interlude,  be- 
tween the  A6ls,  to  fufpend  the  graver  Bufinefs  of  the 
Play ;  which  is  to  return  of  Courfe,  as  foon  as  the  In- 
terlude  is  over ;  and  very  often,  in  the  political  Drama, 
before  it  is  half  done. 

As  Songs  and  Dances  make  up  a  great  Part  of  our  mo- 
dern Plays,  fo  Mr.  de  Wiquefort  allows  the  Ufe  of  them, 
in  Moderation,  to'  his  AmbaffrJor ;  but  I  think  it  is  uni- 
verfally  agreed,  by  all  Writers  upon  this  SubjeB,  that 
He  ought  at  leaft  to  preferve  common  Decency,  for  the 
Sake  of  his  CharaBer  ;  and  therefore  Joan  Glover  and 
the  black  Joke  cannot  be  proper  Entertainments  in  his 
Excellency  s^  Family. 

I  was  never  any  great  Friend  to  Pantomimes,  Harle- 
quinades, and  other  Monkey  Tricks,  with  which  the  Play- 
ers have  lately  debased  thq  Stage  ,  but  the  moft  provok- 
ing 
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ing  Part  of  it  is,  thxat,  under  this  Pretence,  They  have 
impofed  double  Prices  upon  the  Pablick.at  a  Time  when 
We  are  leaft  able  ^q  afford  it ;  and  I  wifh  I  could  not  fay 
that  our  poetical  Comedians  have  likewife  imitated 
Them,  in  this  Particular. 

Th.ere  was  a  Difpute,  fome  Time  ago,  in  Wejlmin- 
Jier-Hall,  whether  Playrs  in  general  ought  not  to  be 
deem'd  Vagabonds,  according  to  the  A(5l  ot  the  12th  of 
Queen  Anne ;  and  I  do  not  remember  that  the  Point- 
was  then  finally  determined,  though  it  feem'd  to  go  in 
Favour  of  Players,  who  hzvefx'd  Uabltations  ;  but  if 
any  Comedian  whatfoever,  efpecially  a  Stroller,  fhould 
prefume  to  break  the  Peace,  there  can  be  no  Doubt 
that  He  comes  within  the  Statute,  and  ought  to  be  pu- 
nifh'd  accordingly. 

I  muft  not  conclude  this  Letter,without  doing  Juilice 
to  one  of  the  greateft  political  Strollers,  that  any  Age,  or 
Nation,  hath  ever  produced  ;  I  mean  Mr.  H.  Ma  r- 
^ALL,  lineally  defcended  from  the  famous  Sir  Mar- 
tin, of  the  fame  Name,  and  Brother  of  the  prefent  Sir 
Robert.  This  Gentleman'^'n'CndSS.  the  requiiite  Qualifica- 
tions for  fuch  a  great  theatrical  Perjhnage,  as  We  have 
been  defer ibing.  There  is  fomething  extremely  co- 
rn ique  in  his  very  Countenance,  Air,  and  Gejlure,  which 
He  always  fets  off  to  the  beft  Advantage,  by  a  fuitable 
Manner  of  Drefs,  Befides  This,  He  hath  apply'd  Him- 
felf,  for  many  Years,  to  the  Studium  hijirionale,  as  Ta- 
citus calls  it,  and  made  Himlelf  a  perfe6l  Mafter  of 
all  the  Jeux  de  Theatre.  He  hath  an  excellent  Head  for 
Fi£lion,  and  is  as  ready  at  2c  Fable,  upon  any  Occafion,as 
ever  jALJop  was.  He  can  likewife  play  the  Droll  to  Ad- 
miration, and  hath  had  the  Honour  to  perform  in  mofi: 
Courts  of  Europe.  It  is  impoffible  to  tell  in  how  many 
Shapes  He  hath  appear'd,  for  the  Service  of  his  Coun- 
try. He  hath  been  a  Jack-Pudding,  2l  Ballad-Singer,  a 
Beef -eater,  2i  Secretary,  an  Ambaffador,  a  Plenipote?itiary, 
and  what  not  ?  He  hath  likewife  frequented  AuSlions, 
where  Allyanccs  were  to  be  fold,  with  a  Commiffion  to 

out-bid 
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out-bid  every  Body  ;  nay  He  hath  even  condefcended  to 
turn  H  A  \v  k  e  r  and  P  e  d  l  A  r  ,  in  the  Trade  of  Negotiati- 
on, and    ftuck  at  nothing   to  promote  that  honourable     ' 
Caufe,  in  which  He  hath  beenfo  judiciouily  employ 'd, 
I  cannot,  indeed,  fay  that  all  thefe  indefatigable  La- 
bours have  been  yet  crown'd  with  fuitable  Succefs;  but 
it  is  abfolutely  impolTible  that  a  Man  of  his  vaft-extended 
Genius,  univerfal  Credit,  and  inexhauftible  Fund  of  Po- 
liticks, fhould  fail  at  laii  in  x}sx2X  great  Work,  which  He 
hath  taken  fmgly  on  Him/elf.  I  am  told  that  He  hath  ftill 
another  Expedient  in    Petto,  which    will   footi  fet  all 
Things  to  Rights  again,  and  humble  Thofe,    who  have 
fo  long  obftrucled  his  glorious  Defigns.     The  Expedient 
is  this.   Having  found,  by  long  Experience,  that  a  com- 
mon BaHance  cannot  be  fix'd  in  Equilibrio,  without  keep- 
ing an  equal  Degree  of  real  Weight  in  both  Scales y  He  is 
refolved,  for  the  future,    to  make  Ufe  oi  ^l  political  Steel- 
yard ;  by  which  a  few  Pounds  of  Lead,  or  other  heavy 
Metal,  being  properly  placed   on  one  Extremity  of  the 
Bear?!,  will  bear  down  a  much  greater  Weight,  on  the 
ether  Side,  as  We  may  fee  every  Day   in  the  Markets 
of  this  City.     As  long  therefore  as  We  have  the  Steel- 
yard of  Europe  in  our  Hands,  it  is  but  of  little  Confe- 
quence  what  becomes  of  the  Ballance. 

For  all  thefe  Reafons,  I  humbly  hope  that  if  the  Le^ 
gijlature  fhould  think  fit  to  take  the  Stage  under  their 
Confideration  again,  next  Seffion,  They  will  be  fo  good 
as    to   admit    a   Claufe  in  Favour  of  the  Strollers ;   for 
whilil  the  French  and  Italians  meet  with  fo  much 
Encouragement  from  Us,  I  think  it  a  little  hard  that  our 
ewn  Countrymen  fhould  be  put  out  of  their  Way  of  Bu- 
fmefs,  and  treated  as  Vagabonds,     I    hope,  at  leaft,  that 
fome  parricular  Mark  of  Dillinftion  will  be  fliewn  to  that 
great  zxA  fuper-e7ninent  Streller^  whofe  Merits  I  have  en- 
deavour'd  to  explain  in   this  Paper.     I  could  even  wilh 
that  the  old  Treaty-Houfe  at   Ux  bridge,  with  a  com- 
petent Ellate  about  it,  were  to  be  bought  and  rebuilt,  in  a 

fumptuous 
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fumptuous  Manner,  at  the  publick  Expence,  and  fettled 
by  Parliament  upon  Him  and  his  Pofterity  for  ever. 

I  am  the  more  earned  upon  this  Head,  becaufe  I  ob- 
ferve  that  the  ingenious  Mr.  Walftngham  is  eiernally 
comparing  the  Family  of  the  Ma  rr  alls  with  That  of 
AI A rlborough;  the  Condudl  olone  having  proved  as 
v^rife,  fuccefsful  and  gloriousin  the  Cabinet^  as  the  other's 
did  in  the  Field;  and  therefore  it  is  but  juft  that  equal 
Honours  and  Rewards  ihould  be  decreed  to  both.     Let 
the  Negotiations  of  our  pacifick  Hero  be  wrought  into 
i  rich  Tapeftry,  like  the  Duke  of  MarlborougFs  Battles, 
'  to  adorn  his  grand  Apartment,and  attrait  the  Eyes  of  fu- 
ture Generations.     Let  a  magrdficent  Pillar  be  likewife 
erefted  to  his  Memory  ;  and,  to  put  every  Thing  as  near 
upon  a  Par  as  poflible,  let  the  learned  Mr.  Walfingham 
have  the  Honour  of  penning  the  Infcription. 

But  Thi3  is  a  Propofal,  which  it  is  not  in  my  Power 
to  execute.  I  can  only  wifh  that  the  Legijlature  may 
happen  to  be  of  the  fame  Opinion ;  in  which  Cafe 
I  make  no  Doubt  of  feeing  the  Cajlle  ^/Seville  (for 
That  is  the  Name  1  would  have  the  Edifice  bear  ) 
as  much  frequented  by  Travellers  as  the  Cajile  of 
Blenheim. 

A.  /  am,   SIR,   ^f. 


SA  TURD  AY, 
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^Of?ie farther  Confi derations  on  our  antient  and  mo- 
dern  Constitution 

T  hath  been  already  obferved  that  al- 
though the  general  Principles  of  our  an- 
tient  Saxon  Confiitution  have  been  pre- 
ferved  through  a  long  Succeflion  of  Ages, 
and  againft  various  Attempts  to  deftroy 
it  ;  yet  it  hath  undergone  feveral  Altera- 
tions in  the  Courfe  of  Time,  fome  for  the  better  and  fome 
for  the  worje^  to  which  all  Governments  are  naturally 
lubjedl,  —  I  Ihall  now  explain  this  Point  by  fome  In- 
llances  amongft  a  Thoufand,  which  might  be  produced 
to  the  fame  Purpofe. 

K'i  the  Privilege  of  being  govern'd  by  Laws^  made  by 
our  own  Confent,  is  certainly  the  Foundation-Stone  of 
all eur  Liberties y  and  without  which  it  is  ridiculous  to 
call  O Uriel ves  a  free  People,  let  us  begin  with  that 
Point. 

Enough  hath  beenfaid,  in  our  former  Papers,  to  ihew 
that  the  People  of  E?igland\i2X^  always  had  a  Share^ 
or  a  Right  to  a  Share,  in  the  Legislatu re  of  this 
Kingdom;  though  the  Manner  of  ex  ere  if ng  that 
-Right,  and  even  the  Form  ofholditig  Parliaments,  have 
often  varied.  TjI'he  Perfons,who  compofed  thefe  Afemblies 
in  antient  Times,  took  their  Seats  there  by  Virtue  of 
certain  Tenures,  and  not  by  Election,  or  Delegation,  as 
They  do  at  prefent.  It  likewife  appears  that  tht  feveral 
Eftafes  of  the  Realm^  as  We  now  call  them,  were  not 
originally  diftinguifh'd,  but  fate  together,  and  form'd 
ene  Affetnblj,  Nay,  even  when  the  great  Increafe  oi Ba- 
rons, 
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ronSy  or  landed  Gentlemen^  produced  a  DiHinflion  of 
the  greater  and  kj/er  Barons  ;  (  or,  as  We  now  term. 
Them,  of  the  Lords  and  the  Commons  ;  ]  and  the  Mul- 
tiplicity of  the  /aUer  made  it  necelTary,  for  the  Sake  of 
Order,  that  They  fiiould  be  reprefented,,  inflead  of  com- 
ing perfonal/y  to  Parliament ;  even  then,  1  fay,  the  Man- 
7ier  of  Reprefentation  was  not  the  fame,  as  it  is  in  our 
Days.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  Cities  and  Bo- 
roughs fent  Deputies  to  Parliament  long  before  the  Com- 
ties  ;  and  that  many  Boroughs  had  formerly  this  Privi- 
lege,  which  are  now  disfi-anchifed,  or  dilcharged  from 
the  Burthen  of  it,  as  it  was  then  efteem'd.  -  We  have 
Inllances  of  This  no  longer  ago  than  in  Queen  Eliza- 
beth''s  Reign. 

I  The  Right  ofEleSllon  hath  likewife  admitted  of  fei'e- 
ral  Alterations  from  Time  to  Time,  either  for  good  or 
bad  Ends  ;  for  both  will  appear  vifibly  enough  to  a  care- 
ful Enquirer.  At  iirft,  all  the  Land-holders  feem  to 
have  had  a  Right  of  voting  for  Knights  of  the  Shire  ;  but 
in  the  Reign  of  H<f;;ry  the  6th,  it  was  confined  toThoie, 
v/ho  had  a  Freehold  Eikte  of  at  leail:  40  s.  per  Ann.  as 
:t  continues  at  this  T^i-j,  though  the  Value  cfMo'dC'^  is 
'h  vaftly  aker'd.  I  don^'t  mention  This  with  any  Defigii 
of  iniinuating  that  the  Nmnber  of  free  Voters  ought  to  be 
farrher  limited,  (  for  I  think  our  Security  depends,  in  a 
-e.it  Meafure,  upon  it)  but  only  as  it  falls  in  the  Way  of 
:7  ■  Argument, 

As  for  the  Right  of  Elcclion  in  Cities  and  Boroughs, 
'lath  occanon'd  more  Difputes  in  Parliament  than  anv 
,/.cr  Point  whatfoever,  and  been  too  often  determined, 
-.^cording  to  the  Dictates  of  an  over-grozon  Minijicr,  or 
i'..t  Humour  oi'pre':'ail:f:g  Fadtons.  But  it  is  now,  in  a 
good  Meafure,  fetded  hy  a  Claufe  in  the  late  Aft,  (or 
preventing  Bribery  and  Corrttpiion  in  EleBions,  which 
iriakes  the  Infl  Determination  of  the  Hoife  of  Commons  fi- 
.'.</,  as  weii  as  the  late  Rejolutionf  the  Houfe^  confirm- 
iig  that  Claufe,  according  to  its  original  Meaning,  a- 
^j^inli  a  fophiiiical  Attempt  to  explain  iiawav. 
'  Voi.  Xn\  D  '        Thefe 


& 
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Thefe  Variations  have  not  only  afFe6led  the  Perfonsof 
the  EieSfars,  and  \\iz  Right  ofEleSlmi^  but  even  the  E- 
leSled.  In  former  Times,  (That  is,  when  the  Method 
ef  Reprejentation  fir  ft  took  Place)  no  Perfon  could  be 
chofen  either  a  Knight  of  the  Shire,  a  Citizen^  or  a  Bur* 
gefs,  without  being  refident  in  the  particular  County ^ 
City,  or  Borough,  for  which  He  flood  Candidate,  at  the 
Time  when  the  Writ  of  Summons  bore  Date.  It  was 
likewife  required  that  They  Ihould  be  notable  Knights, 
mtable  Efquires,  or  Gentlemen ;  and  as  a  fiirther  Security 
that  They  fhould  not  betray  the  Truft  repofed  in  Them, 
the  Counties,  Cities  and  Boroughs,  which  They  repre- 
fented,  were  obliged  to  pay  Them  Wages.  But  every 
Body  knows  that  This  is  not  altogether  the  Cale  at  pre- 
sent ;  nor  hath  it  been  fo  for  many  Years  paft.  On  the 
contrary,  Perfons  of  mean  Fortunes  have  fb  often  found 
Means  of  creeping  into  Parliament,  and  making  a  Mar- 
ket of  their  Conjiituents,  to  whom  They  were  abfolute 
Strangers,  that  it  was  thought  neceffary,  in  Queen  Anne^^ 
Reign,  to  enaft  that  no  Perfon  fhall  be  qualified  to  repre- 
sent a  County,  who  hath  not  a  landed  Eilate  of,  at  leaft, 
600  /.  per  Annum  ;  nor  a  City,  or  Borough,  without 
300  /.  per  Annum  of  Freehold,  or  Copyhold  for  Life ; 
excepting  the  eldeft  Sons  of  Peers,  and  Heirs  apparent  of 
aiif  Perfons  qualiffd  to  ferve  as  Knights  of  the  Shire.^^ 
This  muft  be  confefs'd  a  very  good  Provision,  in  the 
main  ;  and  I  hope  it  is  duely  put  in  Execution. 

Again  ;  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  hath  alfb 
varied,  in  different  Reigns,  according  to  the  natural 
Courfe  of  Things,  and  juft  as  Prerogative,  or  popular 
Liberty,  happen'd  to  get  the  Afcendent.  Sometimes, 
it  hath  been  reduced  very  low,  by  the  prevailing  Influ- 
ence of  the  Crozvn^  or  the  Violence  of  vjicked  and  daring 
Minijfers.  At  other  Times,  it  hath  exerted  itfelf  again 
with  double  Vigour,  and  made  I'hofe,  who  endeavour'd 
to  fupprefs  it,  feel  its  Weight.  They  not  only  call'd 
evilMifiiftcrs  to  A.ccount,  and  brought  Them  to  Juflice ; 
but  even  lellrain'd,  limited  and  depofed  Kings,   when 

They 
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They  found  Them  incapable  of  being  reclaim'd,  and 
fee  up  Others  in  their  Stead.  They  appointed  Guardi- 
nns  of  the  Realm,  and  Comm'ijjloners  to  look  after  the 
Difpofition  oipubUck  Money.  -Nay,  it  is  even  a  difputed 
Point,  whether  the  Conjent  of  the  Co??i7nons  was  not  for- 
merly necelTary  to  the  Creatk7i  cf  Peers ;  and  many  plau- 
fible  Arguments,  as  well  as  Precedents,  have  been  brought 
to  prove  the  AJfrmatlve. 

Bat  all  thefe  Changes  in  the  To"??i  of  holding  Parlia- 
ments, ihePerfons,  W'ho  composed  them,and  the  Z)^^r^i?j' 
of  Power,  which  They  have  excrcifed,  at  diflerent 
Times,  are  very  far  fom  proving  that  the  People  of 
IbigUnd  had  not  always  a  Share  in  thofe  AJJemblies,  ac- 
cording to  our  antient  Conjlitution,  in  fome  Shape  or 
oiher ;  or  that  They  ever  parted  with  tlieir  "Right  to  it ; 
or  that  it  was  ever  profefTedly  taken  away,  or  total)  v 
abolifli'd. 

It  rather  proves  the  dire£l  contrary ;  for  feveral  oi 
thefe  Alterations  were  manifeiUy  defign'd  to  llrengthea 
that  original  Right,  upon  which  they  are  built ;  and  even 
nofe,  which  have  weaken'd  it,  are  only  fo  many  Evi- 
dences that  Princes  and  M/7/z/?^rj- have  done  their  ut- 
moft  to  undermine  that  Power,  which  hath  always 
flood  in  the  Way  of  their  arbitrary  Defigns. 

I  iliall  conclude  this  Head  in  the  Words  of  a //7iV 
Writer  upon  the  fame  Subjedl  i  '*  *  that,  from  the 
''  earlieft:  Accounts  of  Time,  our  Anceitors  in  Gi?r^/(2/?y 
"  were  zf-ce  People, and  had  a  Right  to  airent.ordilTent 
"  to  all  Lazvs  ;  that  that  Right  was  exercised,  and  pre- 
"  ferved  under  the  5^^i?;^  and  7vW;/?.'7/?  iiri;/^-^,  even  to 
''  our  Days  ;  and  may  an  uninterriLpted  E:^ercife  there- 
'•'  of  (for  the  Right  itfelf  Q2in  never  be  e.'^tmguiih'd)  con- 
■'  tinue  till  Time  fliall  be  no  more! 

*  St.  Amand's  hif.orical  EJfa^  on  the  Legiflative 
Power  of  England,  ^c. 

D  2  I 
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I  Ihall  now  take  Notice  of  two  or  three  other  Points, 
?n  which  our  antient  Conjlitutim  hath  been  materially 
aker'd. 

-'  -The  firft  I  jQiall  mention  are  the  County  Courts,  which 
were  formerly  the  chief  Courts  of  the  Kingdom ^  and  ex- 
ited long  before  Thofe  at  Wejiminfter  were  ereded. 
They  were  held,  at  ftated  Times,  in  every  County,  and 
Matters  of  the  greaieft  Confequence  were  try'd  in  them, 
with  little  Expence,  and  none  of  that  vexatious  Chi- 
canry,  which  now  clogs  moft  oi  o\x'!  judicial  Proceedings, 
Indeed,  the  Form  oi theje  Courts  is  iHll  continued  ;  but 
the  Power  of  them  is  fo  far  reduced,  that  they  are  only 
the  Shadow  of  what  they  once  were. 

As  an  Inftance  of  This,  the  Sheriffs  were  antiently 
chofen  in  the  County  Courts,  in  which  They  prefided, 
hj  the  Suffrages  of  the  People,  as  Knights  of  the  Shire  are 
at  prefent  ;  but  the  Nomination  of  them  is  now  lodged 
in  the  Crozun,  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  excepting  only  the 
City  of  London,  and  ferae  other  great  Corporations, 
which  ftill  enjoy  the  Privilege  of  elefling  their  ozvn 
Sheriffs.  I  premme  it  will  not  be  deny'd  that  This 
was  a  very  great  Privilege ;  and  I  am  fure  it  is  very 
far  from  proving  that  the  Kings  of  E?2gland  were  ^t(- 
potick,  or  that  the  People  were  Slaves  by  Lazu  efla- 
liJFd. '  We  all  know  what  ill  Ufes  have  been  made  of 
tr.dt  royal  Officers,  in  fomekte  Reigns,  both  in  packing 
c^  Juries,  2L\\di  packing  of  Parlia?nents  >  which  would 
have  been  prevented,  in  a  great  Mea  lure  at  lea  ft,  if  the 
People  had  retain'd  their  antient  Pvight  oi  Election. 

Juftlces  of  the  Peace,  or  Confervators  of  the  Peace, 
according  to  their  former  Denomination,  were  likewife 
cliofen  by  the  People,  in  the  fame  Manner ;  but  the  fole 
Pov/er  of  conftituting  thcfe  Magijlrates,  as  well  as  the 
Sheriffs,  is  now  transfer  d  by  Statute  to  the  King,  ex- 
cepting in  great  Cities  and  Corporations,  which  have  it 
by  Charter  in  Tkemfelves  ;  though  miany  oi  thzfnaller 
Boroughs  have  not  "an  exclufive  Jufifdiction,    and   are 

therefore 


N°  47^'     ^^  Craftsman.  41 

therefore  fubjeft  to  the  King^s  Com?mJJio?ierSy  as  well  as 
the  Counties.  Nay  farther  ;  when  thej'e  Comm'iJJi oners 
were  iirfl:  inftituted,  They  were  limited  to  a  very  fmall 
Number  in  each  County  ;  two  of  whom  were  to  be 
of  the  befl  ^alityy  two  Knights,  and  two  Gentlemen 
of  the  Lazo  ;  but,  in  Courfe  of  Time,  They  increaied 
to  fiich  a  Degree,  "  f  that  Mr  Lambard,  above  an 
**  hundred  Years  ago,  complain'd  of  their  exceffive 
**  Number ;  and,  after  Him,  the  learned  Bpelman 
*'  takes  Notice  that  They  were  above  three/core  in  each 
**  County.  They  are  now  without  Limitation  ;  and 
**  their  prodigious  Increafe,  with  the  unfuttable  Ap' 
^^  pointment  many  Times  made  0/ Ferso-^s  for  this 
**  TruJI,  hath  rendered  the  O^ce  contemptible  in  the 
**  Eyes  of  our  be^  Gentry,  for  whom  it  was  origi- 
**  nally  intended. 

Some  ofthe/e  Jujiices,  as  I  formerly  obferved,  made 
fucha  fcandalous  Ufe  of  their  Commiflion,  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Reign,  that  They  were  nick-nam'd  Bnsket- 
'Juftices  ;  or,  as  We  now  call  Them,  "Trading  'Jujiices  i 
and  a  Complaint  was -openly  made  againlt  Them  in 
parliament. 

This  infamous  Praftice  of  expofmg  JujVce  to  Sale, 
as  it  were  in  a  Market,  hath  fince  rifen  to  fuch  a  mon- 
ftrous  Height,  by  the  Number  of  indigent  PerfonSf  who 
got  into  Commiflion,  and  the  c^/?  Pc:vcn  intruited  to 
Them  by  a  Multitude  of  ?noJern  Statutes,  that  it  was 
lately  found  necefTary  to  pais  an  A61,  for  their  better 
Slualifi cation  ;    which   I  am  afraid   haiji  not  inrirely 

had    the   propofed  Effcd. «I    fliall   iay  nothing  of 

their  Influence  over  Elections  j    cipecially  in  Cities  and 
Corporations.  •  ^ 

"In  antient  Time*,  We  had  no  oxhtr /landing  Armies, 
in  'i'imes  of  Peace,    tlian  the  common   Militia  of  the 

■\  Jacobs  Ltiw  Del.  under  the  Head  of  Juillccs  of 
•  ■  <:  Pcicc. 

D  3  Kingdom', 
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Kingdom ;  and  even  the  Power  of  That  was  not  abfolute- 
ly  veiled  in  the  Crowriy  till  the  Relloration  of  King 
Cbar/es  the  2d. 

The  current  Expences  of  the  Nation  ^  and  particularly 
what  is  now  call'd  the  Ciz'il-Lijiy  have  likewife  been 
prodigiouily  increafed,  within  a  Century  or  two  ;  but 
this  Point  hath  been  fo  fully  explained  in  a  *  Jnfe  Pamph- 
let,  that  it  is  unneceiTary  to  enter  upon  it  here. 

I  Ihall  conclude  with  repeating  my  former  Declara- 
tion, that  I  am  very  far  from  defigning  to  infinu- 
\ate  that  our  Confiitution  hath  jiot  received  feveral  Im- 
provements by  the  Revolution  ',  or,  to  fpeak  more  pro- 
perly, that  it  was  not  then,  in  a  good  Meafure,  brought 
back  to  its  original  Principles ;  but  only  to  fhew  the  Ig- 
norance and  Wickednefs  oi  thofe  Writers,  who  have  af- 
ferted  that  We  had  no  Liberty,  nor  any  "Right  to  Li- 
hertyy  by  our  anticnt  Conftitution.  This  is  the  Point, 
v-'hich  I  undertook  to  prove,  and  upon  This  I  expect  to 
-be  anfwer'd,  if  I  am  aniwer'd  at  all.  D- 

7b e  Cafe  of  the  fnking  Fund,    Slc, 


Saturday 
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To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efqi 

Mr.  JyAtwers, 

ARISTOPHANES,  fpeaking  of  a 
corrupt  and  arbitrary  Statefman,  whom 
He  calls  ArchidemuSj  exprefles  Himfelf 
in  this  Manner ; 

That  is  in  Englifh ;  He  now  harangues  among  the 
Dead  above  Ground  ;  or,  (as the  Phraie  kvod  viK^^t 
will  bear  rendering)  among  the  d e a d  Senators.  In 
much  the  fame  Scnfe,  St.  Paul  ftyles  the  Ephejtans 
DEAD  in  TrefpaJ/es  an^i  Sins. 

But  the  old  Greek  Comedian  feems,  in  this  Place,  to 
ridicule  the  ftupid  Citizens,  or  Senators  of  ^if-^^/?i,  who 
were  feduced  by  the  plaulible  Harangues,  or  the  more 
convincing  Bribes  and  Penfions,  of  an  overgrown  Ma- 
gijlrate,  to  fell  their  Country  ;  by  which  Means  He  had 
exalted  Himfelf,  upon  theRuins  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  the  Height  of  Grandeur,  and  accumulated  a  mon- 
strous Eftate  out  of  the  publick  Treafure. 

One  of  the  Scholiafts  upon  this  Pnjfage  explains  it 
thus.  **  The  Poet  terms  the  Athenians  dead,  by  Rea- 
*•  fon  of  their  corrupt  Pra8ices  ;  or  becaufe  They  had 
**  diverted  Themfclves  of  the  generous  Sentiments  and 
**  publick  Spirit  of  their  Ancefiors  ;  or  becaufe,  though 
"  oreatly  oppref^'d,  and  involved  in   many  Difficulties 

"by 
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<«  by  the  Mal-Adminidration  of  their  State/men,  They 
<*  were  ftill  as  infenlible  as  dead  Men,  and  permitted 
**  Them  to  efcape  with  Impunity. 

It  is  not  irh probable  that  Mr.  Ifaac  Bkkelrfiaff  bor- 
rowed the  Hint  of  his  living  dead  Men  from  this  PalTage 
oiAriftophanes,  which  He  work'd  up  into  fuch  a  Va- 
riety of  diverting  Humour  upon  the  Vices  and  Follies 
of  Mankind,  in  private  Life.  But  our  Times,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  Arifiophanes,  call  for  Animadverliona  of  ano- 
ther Kind,  and  furnifh  us  with  ample  Materials  for 
them,  though  not  in  the  fame  Degree.  Our  Senators,  I 
thank  God,  as  well  as  our  Citizens,  have  lately  given 
us  feveral  convincing  Proofs  that  They  are  not  yet  en- 
tirely dead,  and  that  any  Minijier,  who  hath  the  Info- 
lence  to  treat  Them  z^fucb,  fhall  feel  their.  Refentmenr. 
Nay,  We  have  often  had  the  Pleafure,  in  this  Kingdom, 
to  fee  Minijiers  not  QTAydepart,  in  this  Senfe,  but  even 
Jiink  above  Ground,  long  before  They  refign'd  their 
natural  Lilies,  or  even  their  Employments ',  juft  as  the 
Phantoms,  complain'd  of  by  old  Ifaac,  continued  to 
flrut  about,  and  haunt  publick  Places,  in  Defyance  of 
common  Decency,   and  the  Compa?iy  of  Upholders. 

There  are  feveral  Marks,  by  which  We  may  difcover 
when  a  Minifter  is  thus  politically  defunSi  ;  but  I  Ihall 
here  mention  only  three  or  four. 

And,  firjl,  I  think  He  may  be  properly  faid  to  be  in 
this  Condition,  when  He  hath  vilibly  run  the  Vejfel  of 
State  a-ground,  by  his  own  Ignorance  and  Obftinacy, 
againft  repeated  Warnings  of  the  Danger ;  or,  in  other 
Words,  when  He  hath  work'd  Himfclf,  as  well  as  his 
Country,  into  fuch  a  Dilemma,  by  his  foreign  Negoti- 
ations, and  domefticli  Profujions,  that  He  cannot  flir  any 
Way  ;  and  War  and  Peace  are  i3ecome  equally  impradi- 
cable  ;  at  leaft,  in  his  Hands. 

Seco?jdiy,\N'iifr\^Q  is  perpetually  calling  out  for  Help, 
and  even  demanding  the  Affiftance  o^Thofe,  whofe  Abi- 
lities He  pretended  to  deipife,  in  the  Infolence  oL  his 
Profpexity .    There  cannot  be  a  ilronger  Proof  of  a  Mi~ 

vift-r's 
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nijier's  political  Deceafe  than  his  defcending  to  fuch 
Meanneffes  ;  for  how  can  it  be  expedled  that  any  Men 
fhould  run  the  Hazard  of  giving  their  Advice,  in  the 
moft  dangerous  Conjundure,  when  the  Execution  of  it 
is  put  into  fuch  bungling  Hands  i  efpecially,  if  their  Ad- 
vice hath  been  often  rejefled  with  Contempt,  before 
Things  were  brought  to  fuch  an  Extremity  ?  Bclides, 
any  Body  may  fee  the  Delign  o^Thofe^  who  make  this 
ridiculous  Demand  ;  which  i$  only  to  fcreen  and  juftify 
their  future  Blunders ;  for  if  either  Peace,  or  W^ar, 
iliould  be  advifed  and  purfued,  to  the  manifell  Disho- 
nour and  Prejudice  of  the  Nation,  a  defperate  Minifter 
would  certainly  endeavour  to  lay  all  the  Blame  upon 
n^hoie,  who  ofFer'd  Him  their  Advice,  though  it  might 
be  intirely  owing  to  his  ozun  MifconduSi. 

thirdly y  a  Minijler  is  certainly  in  fuch  a  State,  when 
People  are  continually  enquiring  Who  is  to  fucceed  Him, 
and  He  himfdf  is  known  to  be  defirous  of  making  his 
Exit,  provided  He  -were  aflured  of  not  being  calPd 
to  Account,  and  that  He  might  be  fufFer'd  to  depart  in 
Peace. 

The  laft  Sign  I  fhall  mention  of  fuch  a  living  defmiB 
Stateftnan  is,  when  all  tht  Books,  Pamphlets  and  Papers, 
written  in  his  Defence,  are  fo  far  from  doing  him  any 
Good,  that  they  ferve  only  to  exafperate  People  the 
more  againll  Him,  and  plunge  Him  deeper  in  the 
Mire. 

Vv''hen  I  relied  on  this  Particular,  I  cannot  forbear 
wondering  at  a  certain,  honourable  Gentle7nan,  ftill  ada- 
ally  in  the  Land  of  the  Living,  who  hath  fuffer'd  a  Set 
of  Mifcrsantj,  for  feveral  Years  paft,  to  call  Themfelves 
his  Advocates,  and  even  made  Ufe  of  his  Power  to 
propigate  their  fcandalous  Trumpery  through  the  King- 
dom. 

I  am  ftill  farther  furprized  to  find  that,  after  They 
have  deftroy'd  fveral  Papers,  as  well  as  his  own  Repu- 
tation, under  the  Pretence  of  defending  it,  He  fhould 

encourage 
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encourage  Them  to  *  associate  Themfelves,  aaThey 
call  it,  and  come  out,  with  an  Air  oi  Authority ^  under  the 
Title  of  the  Daily  Gazetteer.  He  hath  already 
had  weekly y  quartan  and  tertian  Apologies,  in  Abun- 
dance J  and  now,  it  feems.  He  thinks  a  quotidian  one  ne- 
cefiary,  and  is  refolved  to  give  it  the  moft  extenfive  Cir- 
cidation.  What  can  be  the  Meaning  of  all  This  ?  Do 
his  Meafures  grow  every  Day  worfc  ;  or  is  the  Number 
of  his  Adverfaries  increased  ?  At  this  rate,  We  may  ex- 
peel,  in  a  little  Time,  tc  fee  a  Morning ,  a  Noon,  and  an 
Evening  Paper,  every  Day  publifh'd,  in  the  fame  glo- 
rious Caufe:  But,  perhaps.  He  had  a  Mind  to  try  what 
Clubbing  of  Wits  would  do^-  after  They  had  all  faii'd  in 
their  feparate  State ;  and  as  nine  Baylors  are  generally 
allow'd  to  make  a  Man,  He  might  fuppofe  that  twenty 
Gx  thirty  Scribbler:  would,  at  leafl,  fmks.  one  tolerable 
Writer. 

When  the  iirft  Notice  v/as  given  Us  of  this  projeBed 
AJjfociaticn,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  worthy 
Gentlemen,  who  compofe  it,  would  pump  all  their  Brains, 
and  ftrain  very  hard  to  fet  out,  at  leaft,  with  a  little 
Smartnefs ;  but  when  I  behold  their  Jirjl  fix  Days 
Work,  I  am  aftonifh'd  even  at  their  Dullnefs ;  and  can- 
not forbear  exclaiming,  with  ouv  incomparable  Laureat, 
that  They  have  out-done  all  their  former  Out- doings  / 

It  is  probable,  indeed,  that  there  may  ftill  be  a  ^try 
confiderable  Referve  behind  ;  for  the  learned  and  modell 
Mr.  Walfingham  ktms  to  promife  Us,  in  his  Introduc- 
tion to  this  new  political  Farrago,  that  all  the  Gentle- 
men o/"  the  CouRANT,  as  well  as  federal  Others,  are 
to  contribute  their  Quotas  towards  it.  Now^  Carus, 
Freeman,  \}i\t  political  Uphol/lerer,2ind  the  renowned  Sir 
A.  B.  C.  who  diiHnguifh'd  Himfelf,  in  fo  eminent  a 
Manner,  againft  Mr.  Wardh  Popijh  Pill-Plot,  have  not 
yet  made  their  Appearance  ;  and  every  Body  mull  allow 

*  See  thefirft  Daily  Gazetteer,  Monday  June  the  ^ot 

^735- 
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Them  to  be  Gentlemen  of  moil  acute  Wit,  as  well  as 
unqueftionable  Judgment.  Nay,  it  is  more  than  pof- 
fible  that  the  Hyp-Do Sior,  the  Corn-cutter ^  and  the  quon- 
dam Author  of  the  Flying-?  oji,  who  are  likewife  Men  of 
Humour^  as  well  as  Argument ,  may  he  lifted  under  Mr. 
Waljingham's  Banner,  and  are  to  mount  Guard,  upon 
particular  Occafions. 

In  this  Cafe,  Mr.  WAnvers,  I  really  tremble  for  You, 
as  well  as  for  Mr.  Fog,  and  am  at  Lofs  to  think  how 
You  will  be  able  to  withftand  the  continual  Affaults  of 
{Mzt\2i formidable  Confederacy.  You  feem,  methinks,  to 
be  in  much  the  fame  Condition  with  ihtfoor  Emperor, 
though  I  hope  the  minifterial  Allies  will  never  drive 
You  to  the  fame  Extremities. 

It  is  not  their  Number  only,  but  the  artful  Difpofition 
if  their  Troops ^  which  gives  me  Uneafinefs  ;  for  their  ex- 
perienced Commander,  General  Walftngham,  gives  us 
to  underftand,  in  his  Manifefo  before-mention*d,  that 
They  Jhall  not preferve  any  Form  of  Ch a r  a c t e r  upon 
the  whole ;  and  that  every  Gentleman  will  only  be  ac- 
countable for  Himself  ;  fo  that  You  will  never  know 
where  to  have  Them  ;  but  what  One  alTerts,  Another 
may  deny  ;  though  all  will  readily  concur,  as  He  ailures 
Us,  in  giving  the  utmoji  AJfftance  to  each  other,  and 
'  in  promoting  ^/^^  great  End  of  thefe  Writings. 

Sure  never  was  there  a  more fubtle  Combination  /— ■ 
In  ordinary  Leagues,  offenfive  and  defenfive,  as  This 
feems  to  be,  the  contracting  Parties  are  not  obliged  to 
fupport  each  other  in  any  Meafures,  which  are  not  in 
direfl  Purfuance  of  the  common  Cau/?,  or  which  They 
do  not  approve,  and  will  not  undertake  to  defend ;  nay. 
We  have  even  feen  fome  Powers  refufe  to  affift  their  Al- 
lies, whom  They  have  adtually  drawn  into  a  Scrape,  and 
to  oppofe  Thofe,  whom  They  are  perpetually  reprefen-  ■ 
ing  as  the  moj?  dangerous  Enemies  of  Europe.  But  thefe 
Crubjlreet  Confederates  have  agreed,  You  fee,  to  Hand 
by  one  another  in  all  Point Sy  whether  right  or  wrong, 

and 
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and  to  fall  upon  every  Body,  like  Gregory^s  Gang,  who 
prefumes  to  interrupt  Them  in  the  Purfuit  of  their  Booty, 

The  GeneraPs  Reafon  for  entering  in to/zrZ' ^^/;Wr- 
uary  Engagements  is  equally  curious  and  foldierly.  It 
isy  lays  He,  to  vindicate  publick  Authority  from 
the  rude  Infults  ofbaje  and  abufive  Fens,  ^c.  —  I  won- 
der He  did  not  add,  for  the  Settlement  ^  /^^  pub  lick 
Tranquility,  and  the  Ballance  ofEurope  ; 
which  is  commonly  one  Article  in  moft  of  the  modern 
"Declarations  of  War.  But  what  gives  Me  the  greateft 
Pleafure  in  this  Piece,  is  the  noble  Spirit  exprefs'd  in  it 
againft  Rudenefs,  Infults,  bafe  and  abufive  Fens  ;  which 
are  certainly  Weapons,  that  d^  gallant  Hero  will  always 
fcorn  to  employ  ;  and  which  nobody  can  charge  Mr. 
Walfingham,  or  any  of  his   Confederates,  with  having 

ever  ufed. I  heartily  wilh  that  all  Writers  would 

copy  after  fo  illuftrious  an  Exa??iple  ! 

Indeed,  Mr.  WJn'vers,  my  Heart  akes  for  You,  wlien 
1  confider  tliefe,  and  feveral  other  Advantages,  which 
the  fuinijlerial  AJfociates  have  over  You.  I  once  thought 
of  advifmg  You  to  fet  up  your  own  Standard  againft 
Them,  and  make  no  Doubt  that  You  would  foon  have 
Volmiteers  enough  to  meet  Them  every  Day  in  the 
Field  ;  but  then  I'hey  ftraggle  about  in  little  Parties^  and 
lurk  in  iuch  By-P laces,  that  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  find  Them  out,  or  to  follow  Them  without 
a  good  'HvimhtY  0^  Pof-Horfes.  Hov/ever,  I  think  This 
a  proper  Time  to  introduce  your  Sifter  Dorothy,  and  the- 
two  young  Gentlemen,  your  Nephczvs,  to  the  Publick  ; 
efpecially  xht good  Lady  ;  for  fince  the  Confederates  have 
got  an  Heroine  in  their  Army,  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  lee 
one  in  Yours, 

But  in  the  mean  Time,  You  "have  one  Point,  which 
fecms  to  gravel  Them  forely,  and  upon  which  none  of 
the  Affo dates  have  yet  dared  to  fay  a  Word,  in  Vindi- 
cation of  their  honourable  Patron,  though  often  calTd 
upon,  and  defy'd  to  do  it.  You  and  the  Reader  will 
immediately  perceive  that  I  mean  the  famous,  or  rather 

infamous, 
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infamous,  Bank-Contract;  a  Poiht  of  the  utmoft 
Confequence  ;  and  to  which  Men  of  all  Parties  have 
waited  for  an  Anfwer,  or  the  Promife  of  an  Anfwer, 
with  the  utmoft  Impatience,  for  many  Weeks  pall. 

Let  me  therefore  advife  You,  Mr.  JTAnverSy  not  to 
enter  into  any  farther  Argument  with  Them,  till  They 
have  clear 'd  up  this  Poi?it.  Prefs  it  home  to  Them, 
every  Week  ;  and  infill  upon  either  a  Juflification  of 
it,  or  an  Acknowledgment  of  their  Defeat.  Nay,  if  I 
was  in  your  Place,  I  would  go  farther,  and,  like  Harry 
Hotjpury 

'Would find  Him,  when  He  lies  ajleep. 


Arid  in  his  Ears  Td hollow  the  Bank-Contract  ; 
Nay,  Tdhave  a  ^i^.x\\n%Jhould  ie  taught  to /peak 
Nothing  but  theBAi^ k-Co n t r a c t . 

And  if.  the  honourable  Gentleman  fhould  take  no  No- 
tice ol  this  Charge  himfelf,  nor  lay  it  in  Command  upon 
any  of  his  Mercenaries,  it  muft  Hand  fro  Confejfo  ;  in 
which  Cafe,  He  is  certainly  a  dead  Man,  according  to 
Arijlophanes,  whatever  the  Law  may  decide,  and  the 
Undertakers  have  a  Right  to  his  Body.  D.  R, 

Iam,S  IRy^(, 
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Some  Remarks  on  the  Daily  Gazetteer  of  Wednefday 
the  gih.  Injiant,  relating  to  the  Cafe  of  the'^p^^^' 
Contract. 

N  E  of  the  m'lnifterial  Confederates,  or 
perhaps  the  Minijier  hwifef^  hath  at 
Length  given  us  a  Glols  upon  the 
memorable  Affair  of  the  Bank-Con- 
tract J  which  is  fb  mean  a  Piece  of 
Prevarication,  that  I  might  be  eafily  ex- 
cufed  from  taking  any  Notice  of  it  j  but  w^hen  I  con- 
fidcr  the  Importance  of  the  Thing  itfelf,  and  how  ma- 
ny Thou'ands  of  innocent  Families  were  utterly  ruin'd 
by  it,  I  canngt  let  it  pafs  without  fome  farther  Ex- 
planation. 

The  Author  vf  this  Paper,  now  under  Confide- 
ration,  hath  not  confined  Himfelf  to  the  Cafe  of  the 
Bank-contract,  but  rambled  into  feveral  RefledU- 
cns  on  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  Southfea  Scheme 
in  general ;  and  therefore  I  iliall  premife  lomething  on 
xhs.  fame  Head. 

He  tells  us  that  the  hcnourahle  Perfon,  who  fiands 
charged  with /i'/j  infamous  Trafija^ion,  *'  was  always 
*■*  an  Enemy  to  the  Southfea  Scheme  ;  that  He  oppoled 
*'  it,  when  it  was  £rii  propofed  ;  faw  the  Aiilchief, 
**  that  it  was  big  with  ;  and  avoided  all  Dealings  and 

**  Traffick  in  it. But  This  is  fo  far  from   being 

true,  that  it  hath  been  ah-eady  proved,  in   tiie  Cafe  of 
the  jinking  fund,    and  upon  ieveral  other  Occafions, 

that 
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that  nobody  contributed  more  to  the  Calamities  of 
thofe  Times,  or  turn'd  them  more  to  his  Advantage, 
than  the  honourable  GenilemiVh-\v\\xi{^U  however  He 
ma)--  now  think  fit  to  deny  it,  or  endeavour  to  diiguile 
it. 

In  the  firll  Place,  it  ought  to  be  remember'd  that  He 
propofed  a  Scheme,  in  the  Year  171 6,  whilft  He  was  in 
a  Place  of  great  Power,  for  paying  oiFthe  national  Debls, 
by  forcing  in  the  hredeemables  upon  his  own  Terms ; 
which  uruck  at  the  Foundation  of  all  pubUck  Faith  in 
Inch  a  Manner,  that  it  raifed  a  general  Clamour  amongfi: 
the  Proprietors,  and  even  his  good  Friends  of  the  Barik 
were  the  loudeft  in  it. 

Soon  after  This,  the  honourable  Gentleman  being  dit-' 
milVd  from  his  Employments,  another  Scheme  was  pro- 
pofed by  the  nevj  Officers  of  the  Revenue^  for  taking  in 
the  RcdeemabUs  only  ;  Vv'hich  being  confiltent  with 
Parliamentary  Credit^  the  Bank  and  Souihfea  Compa'tiy 
not  only  confented  to  a  Redu6lion  of  their  ozcn  Interefiy 
but  enabled  the  Pablick  to  reduce  above  nine  Millions 
more  to  5  per  Cent,  by  engaging  to  advance/ii/^r  Milli- 
ons and  an  half'oti\'^CQ.n  Them,  if  it  fhould  be  wanted, 
for  redeeming  and  paying  ofr  the  Lottery  J^s  of  the  Qth 
and  loth  of  Queen  Jnne^  and  the  Banker's  Debt. 

Let  the  World  therefore  judge  which  was  the  mo/i 
equitable  Scheme ;  That,  which  was  projedled  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman^  and  proved  abortive ;  or  Thar, 
whichwas  afterwards  propofed,  and  took  Effeft. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  fame  Gentleman,  being 
ftillout  of  Power,  oppofed  the  Southfea  Company's  Pro- 
pofal,  in  the  Year  17 19,  and  fpirited  up  the  Bank  to 
bid  againfl:  Them  ;  but  This  is  fo  far  from  proving  that 
He  was  always  an  Enemy  to  the  Scheme  itjelf  that  it 
is  an  Argument  to  the  contrary,  and  implies  the  Itrong- 
eft  Approbation  of  it.  The  only  Conteft  was,  who 
Jhould  have  the  Execution  of  this  Scheme  ;  and  Bank- 
Stock  being,  at  that  Time,  confiderably  higher  than 
Southfea,  i\\Q  former   were  perfuaded  that   T'hey  could 

E  2  afford 
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aiFord  more  for  it  than  the  latter.  Every  Body  knows 
that  the  Bank  aftually  hid  five  Millions  for  it  ;  which 
v/as  more  by  three  Million;  and  an  /^^^than  the  South- 
fea  Co??ipany  offer'd  at  lirft ;  but  as  aii  Competitions,  of 
this  Nature,  are  apt  to  run  into  Extravagance,  They 
were  at  laft  induced  to  bid  /even  Millicn^,  rather  than 
let  the  Bank  have  it.  This  gave  Riie  to  the  general  In- 
fatuation, which  afterwards  prevaii'd  amongO.  all  Ranks 
of  People,  from  the  vain  Hopes  of  exorbitar,"  Advan- 
tages, and  laid  the  Foundation  of  all  the  Cdamities, 
which  enfued  upon  the  Execution  of  the  Southfea 
Scheme  ;  for  admitting  of  as  much  Mifjnanagernent  in  it 
as  thefe  Writers  pleafe,  I  believe  nobody  will  pretend 
to  deny  that  the  illSuccefs  of  it  was,  in  a  great  Mea- 
iure,  owing  to  the  Madnefs  of  the  Times,  and  the  mon- 
llrous  Premium  They  contrafted  to  give  for  it  ;  or  to 
JifTert  that  We  fhould  have  been  in  a  much  better  Con- 
dition, if  tlie  Bank  had  prevaii'd,  inllead  of  the 
Southfea  Company. 

How  therefore  can  it  be  faid,  with  any  Colour  of 
-Truth,  Reafbn,  or  Juftice,  *  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman //  not  reffonfible  for  any  Southfea  7ranfa£iion  of 
the  Tear  1720  j  when  it  appears  that  He  blew  up  the 
Coals  of  Contention  between  the  tzvo  Companies^  which 
occafion'd  all  the  fubfequent  Misfortunes  ;  efpecially,  if 
it  ihould  be  true,  as  We  are  given  to  underlland  in  the 
+  Cafe  ef  the  finking  Fundt  that  the  Bank  did  not  de- 
fift  from  bidding  againft  the  Southfea  Co?npany.,  till 
He  found  his  private  Advantage  in  engaging  Them 
to  do  it  ? 

But  farther.  Does  He  think  that  We  have  forgot 
his  TWO  NOTABLE  ScHEMES,  much  about  the  lame 
Time;  one,/^'*  ingrafting  the  zvhele  Capital  of  the 
Bank  into  the  Southfea  Company,  valuing  the  latter  at 
600  /.  per  Cent,  the  om^Kyfor  confelidating  the  three 
great  Companies  into  one,  and  dividing  the  Debts  of  the 

*CcnfiderationSf  /.  88.  f  ?»   100. 

Nation 
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Nation  among  Them  ?  Mr.  +  Trenchard  treated  the  lajt 
oftheje  Sche^nes  as  a  Confpiracy  to  give  up  the  whole 
Nation  into  their  Hands.   - 

1  now  come  t»o  the  Point  immediately  in  Difpute  ; 
and,  in  order  to  let  it  in  a  true  Light,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  give  the  Reader  a  iliort  State  of  the  Cafe,  as  it 
Hands  between  the  Ccnfidcrer  and  the  Author  of  the 
Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund. 

Th.Q  former  tells  us  that,  upon  the  iirfl:  Appearance  of 
a  general  Diftrefs,  in  the  Year  1720,  the  honour akie 
Gentleman  ||  *'  was  fent  for  up  out  of  the  Country  ; 
**  and  as  He  was  then  thought  to  have  fome  Credit 
**  with  the  Baiik,  He  was  defired  to  exert  it  in  Behalf 
•*  of  the  Southfea  Company^  by  prevailing  on  the  Ba7}k 
"  to  circulate  a  Number  of  their  Bonds, 

It  is  farther  acknowledged,  *'  that  the  honourable 
<*  Perfon  did  accordingly  come  up  to  Town,  and  had 
"  a  Meeting  with  a  Committee  of  ^^r^  Company^  at  the 
"  Vofi-mafier-Generars  Houfe,  in  the  Prefence  of y?£//f* 
**  ral  other  Ge7itlemen  in  the  Adminifiration. 

**  That  after  fome  Hours  fpent  in  Conference  at  this 
**  Meeting,  the '^■xnk  was  prevaiPd  upon  to  yield ;  and 
"  that  it  was  then  thought  proper  to  have  fomething 
"  reduced  into-Writing,as  a  Mi;',^a/<?  of  the  Subilance  of 
"  what  had  been  under  Confideration,  and  to  ferve  as 
"  a  Foundation  of  2ifuiure  Agreement ^  or  Co?itraSli  to 
**  be  made  between  the /eco  Ctf;w/>^;^z>j. 

"  That  there  was  fome  little  Difpute,  zvho  fiiould 
**  write  down,  or  draw  the  M/V/;//^  ;   but  it  being  the 

*'  general  Defire  that  Mr.  W .fliould  doit,  in  the 

<<  Prefence  of  the  whole  Meeting,  He  put  down  in 
"  Writing,  v;hat  hath  ever  fmce  been  call'd,  the  Bank- 
"  Contract. 

I'he  Conpderer  then  gives  us  a  Copy  of  this  Mi- 
nute, as  He  calls  it, ;  which  is,    indeed,  a  \^ry  irnper- 
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fe5t  'Draught,    having  neither  ^t^le,  Title,  or  Pream- 
ble to  it,  and  the  moft  material  Articles  being  left  blank. 
He  tells  Us  that  this  Meeiing  was  on  the  19  th  of  Sept. 
1720  ;  and  then  adds  the  following  AfTertion. 

*  f  "  This  is  allj  that  was  wrote  by  Sir  R.  W— , 
•*  at  this  or  any  other  Time,  relating  to  this  Affair ;  and 
•*  I  have  been  afllired,  m  tht  future  Meetings  upon  thii 
•*  Bufinefs,  He  was  never  once  preient. 

On  the  other  Hand,  it  is  aflerted,  by  the  Cafe-Wri- 
ter, -f-f-  "  that  there  was  another  Meeting  upon  this  Bu- 
**  fnefs,  four  Days  after;  viz.  on  Friday  Sept.  23  ; 
•*  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  was  prefent  at  this 
•*  Meeting,  and  drew  up  another  Paper,  between  the 
**  two  Companies,  which  had  not  only  a  Title,  but  the 
**  Blanks  were  fillM  up,  and  the  Bank  exprefly  agreed 
*'  to  fubfcribe  their  Capital  Stock  of  3,775,000 1.  into 
**  the  Southfea  Company  ax.  400  /.  per  Cent ;  whhfome 
**  other  particular  Articles  between  Them. 

Tht  Author  of  the  Cafe  hath  given  us  a  Copy  of  this 
Paper,  which  He  fays  was  always  call'd  the  Bank- 
Contract,  and  even  allures  Us  that  the  Original 
Was  then  lying  before  Him,  in  Sir  R.  W  — *s  own 
Hand-Writing. 

Here  therefore  are  tzvo  direSi  Contraries  aflerted  ; 
both  of  which  cannot  be  true  ;  and  as  the  Point  in  De- 
bate is  a  Matter  of  very  great  Importance,  which  hath 
long  been  litigated,  the  Publick  feem'd  to  expefl  that  it 
Should  be  clear'd  up  ;  efpecially,  when  it  was  brought 
to  h  fhort  an  Iflue.  But  the  minijlerial  Advocates  were 
immediately  flruck  dumb ;  and,  though  frequently 
caird  upon,  refufed  to  plead  upon  this  Point ;  in  Hopes, 
I  prefume,  that  it  would  dye  away  before  the  Winter 
came  on.  At  laft,  when  They  found  Themfelves  difap- 
pointed  in  this  Expedition,  an  anon'^mous  Writer  fteals 
out  in  the  Daily  Gaz^ettesr,  and  pretends  to  take  up  the 
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Gaufitlet ;  but  He  only  vapours  about  at  a  Dijiance  ; 
and  dares  not  come  to  a  clofe  Engagement. 

He  begins  with  calling  this  Charge,  about  the  Bank- 
Contract,  a  notable  Piece  of  exploded  Scandal  re- 
vived  again  ;  though  He  confelTes,  in  a  Line  or  two  af- 
ter, that  He  knows  nothing  more  of  the  TranfaSf ion  than 
what  He  hath  collected  from  the  two  Pamphlets  above- 
mentiorCd,  The  Charge,  indeed,  is  of  a  pretty  long 
Handing,  and  hath  been  often  repeated  ;  but  it  is  fo  far 
from  being  exploded,  that  I  do  not  remember  any  At- 
tempt to  anfwer  it,  in  Form,  till  the  Author  of  the  Con- 
f  derations  undertook  that  Task,  and  promifed  to  give  us 
an  au  then  tick  Account  of  the  whole  Affair.  Befides,  if 
this  Writer  ( I  mean  the  Gazetteer )  knows  no  more 
of  the  Matter  than  He  pretends.  He  had  much  better 
have  let  it  alone  ;  for,  infiead  of  vindicating  the  honou- 
rable Gentleman*  He  only  makes  his  Caufe  worfe,  and 
fhews  to  what  wretched  Expedients  He  is  reduced. 

Having  ftated  the  Proceedings  at  thejfr/?  Meeting  in 
much  the  fame  Manner  as  they  appear  in  the  Confidera- 
ticnsy  He  comes  to  the  real  Bank-Contract,  as  it 
was  drawn  up  at  the  fecond  Meeting  ;  but  quotes  it  veiy 
unfairly  ;  for  He  hath  left  out  both  the  Title  and  the 
Ccnclufio7iy  which  are  material,  and  then  goes  on  thus. 

*'  Whether  the  honourable  Per/on  \n^s  only  ziofie  of 
*'  thefe  Meetings,  and  drew  up  only  xh^forfner  Wri- 
**  ting,  as  the  Author  of  the  Confi  derations  alledges  ;  or 
*'  whether  He  was  af  both,  and  drew  up  the  latter 
**  Writing  likewife  ;  is  a  Faft,  which  I  cannot  pretend 
*'  to  determire  ;  nor  perhaps  the  honourable  Gentleman 
"  himlelf,  afcer  I'uch  a  Diftance  of  Time  ;  it  being  near 
"  fifteen  Tears  ago,  and  after  fuch  a  Multitude  of  other 
*'  Affairs  intervening,  which  might  occafion  fuch  a 
"  Olrcumfance  'O  flip  thehappicit  and  ftrongeft  Memo- 
"  ry  ;  fuppofirg,  f^r  Argument's  Sake,  \N\\-m\i^  Author 
•'  of  the  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund  nfferts,  to  be  true.—^ 
"  Though  it  i-.  poffible  the  whole  may  be  a  Forgery ;  nor 
•*  would  it  be  any  Want  of  Charity  to  conclude  it  to  be 
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**  (o,  without  better  Evidence  to  fupport  it  than  hat>^ 
*'  yet  been  produced. 

I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  Courfe  of  fif- 
teen Tears  is  a  pretty  long  Term  for  an*^  Minifter  ;  and 
that  the  honourable  Gentleman  hath  certainly  had  a  Mul- 
titude of  other  Ajfairs  upon  his  Hands,  during  that  Time. 
It  is  likewife  very  probable  that  He  may  not  have  one  of 
the  happieji  andftrongefi  Memories.  But, of  all  Things  in 
the  World,  I  cannot  imagine  how  it  was  poffiblefor  Him 
to  hv%&tfuch  a  Circumjiance  as  this,  which  was  attended 
with  fo  many  remarkable  Particulars ;  fmce  He  not 
only  came  up  to  Town,  on  Purpofe,  but  it  is  plain  from 
the  Conjl derations  (  which  every  Body  looks  upon  as  his 
own)  that  the  true  Bank-Contra^,  of  the  23d  of  Sept. 
was  then  lying  before  Him,  as  well  as  the  pretended  one 
of  the  19th  ;  for  He  gives  us  the  *  Subfiance  of  it,  in 
Part,  exadly  enough ;  and  then  breaks  off  with  an  £ffr.  ' 
—  As  to  the  Meeting  of  the  19th,  and  the  Paper  then 
drawn  up,  He  is  even  minutely  circumflantial,  and 
feems  to  remember  every  Particular,  as  well  as  if  it  had 
happen'd  but  yefterday.  Now,  it  is  very  fupprizing 
to  Me.  that  his  Memory  fhould  ferve  Him  fo.  well  as  to 
one  ofthefe  Papers,  and  fail  Him  intirely  as  to  the  other.-, 
though  the  fame  Diftance  of  Time,  and  the  fame  Variety 
ef  other  Affairs,  haveinter\^ened  between  60th ;  nay, what 
is  Hill  mSre  remarkable,  though  the  Paper,  which  He 
remembers  fo  exaftly,  was  immediately  dropt ;  and  th« 
ether,  which  He  pretends  to  have  forgot,  fubfifted  almofl: 
tzvo  Tears  afterwards,  and  cecalion'd  a  Multitude  of 
Difputes. 

Let  This  fuffice  as  to  the  Gentleman^s  Memory. — 
But  it  is  infmuated,  in  the  fame  Paragraph,  that  the 
whole  Story  of  this  original,  Bank-Contract  is 
nothing  but  a  For-Gery-.  This  Iniinuation  is  repeated, 
with  great  Confidence,  in  feveral  other  Places  of  the 
fame  Paper-,  particularly  in  one,    where  it  is  faid,  thai 
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there  is  all  the  Re af on  imaginable  to  believe  it  to  be  fo  * 
but  as  the  Author  hath  not  any  where  dared  to  inlift 
upon  it,  in  direct  Terms,  it  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  as 
another  wretched  Piece  of  Prevaricatio?},  which  almoft 
amounts  to  a  ConfeJJion  of  Guilt. 
For  my  own  Part,  I  am  very  well  aflured  that  there  is 
juch  a  genuine  Paper  now  in  Being  ;  ^vhich.  feveral  Gen- 
tlemen, well  acquainted  with  the  Hand,  have  already 
feen ;  and  I  believe  there  is  not  one  Perfon,  of  any 
Party,  in  the  whole  Kingdom,  who  can  make  any 
-Doubt  of  the  Truth  of  it,  after  w^hat  hath  pafsM  on  both 
Sides, 

But  if  the  honourable  Per/on  hath  any  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve it  a  Forgery  ;  why  does  not  He  endeavour  to  de- 
tedl  it,  and  do  Himfelf  Juftice?  There  zxq  feveral  Gen- 
tlemen  ilill  living,  who  were  prefent  at  thoje  Meetings, 
either  as  Witnejfes,  or  Parties,  to  the  Proceedings  there. 
It  is  poflible  that  fome  of  Them  may  h.zvt  Jlronger  Me- 
mories than  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf,  and  be 
able  to  recolledl  whether  He  was  at  the  Meeting  of  the 
23^;  or  l-VhohwdiS,  that  drew  u^g  the  Paper,  which 
is  now  imputed  to  Him. 

Nay,  perhaps.  He  might  find  upon  Enquiry  that  He 
not  only  drew  up  this  Paper,  but  made  tzuo  Copies  from 
it,  in  his  own  Hand- writing  ;  viz.  one  for  each  Com- 
pany ;  and  I  have  heard  it  whifperM  about  that  it  coft 
Him  fome  Trouble  to  get  up  Thefe  ;  but,  it  feems,  He 
forgot  the  Original ;  or  might  poffibly  think  that  it  was 
loll,  after  fuch  a  Dijlajice  of  Time,  and  a  Multitude  of 
other  Affairs.  This  feems  to  have  been  the  fatal  Millake, 
and  what  drew  Him  into  fuch  an  awkard  Dilemma. 

But  I  find  my  Remarks,  upon  this  Subject,  running 
into  a  much  greater  Length  than  I  propofed  at  firft,  and 
therefore  fhall  refervc  the  Remainder  for  our  next.      D. 


Saturday. 
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T^e  Conclufion  of  our  Lafi, 

H  E  Gazetteer  having  cndeavour'd  to 
vindicate  the  honourable  Gentleman  from  ' 
the  Charge  of  publifhing  a  wilful  Falf- 
hood^  by  pleading  Want  of  Memory,  on 
one  Side,  and  fuggefting  a  Forgery  on  the 
other,  which  I  have  fufficiently  expofed 
in  my  laft,  He  proceeds  in  the  following  Manner. 

**  But  how^ever  That  may  be ;  whether  the  Author 
"  0/"//^^  C^^^^r^/Z^/zjismiftakenin  his  Affertion  ;  or 
"  whether  the  Author  of  the  Cafe  of  the  ftnki?ig  Fund 
"  hath  been  impofed  upon  in  his,  which  is  at  leaft  full 
*^  as  likely  as  the  other  ;  it  feems  to  Me  to  be  very  lit- 
"  tie  to  the  Purpofe,  whichever  of  Them  happe?is  to  be 
**  in  the  Right  ;  and  that  one  might  even  venture  to 
"  allow  thQ- latter  to  be  h,  without  making  any  DiiFe- 
**  rence  in  the  true  State  of  the  ^ejiion,  which  does 
"  not  turn  at  all  upon  the  Circumitances  of  Time,  or 
*'  Place,  or  whether  there  was  one,  or  more  Propofals, 
*'  or,  if  They  will,  Contra£fs  in  Writing,  or  by  Whom 
"  they  were  drawn  up. 

This  is  really  a  moft  admirable  Way  of  Reafoning, 
and  favours  very  much  of  a  certain  Gentleman's  Logick, 
Vi^hom  I  have  often  heard  in  publick  Affemblies.  But 
if  neither  the  Circumitances  of  Time,  or  Place,  of  Per- 
fins,  or  Faas,  make  any  Difference  in  the  true  State  of 
the  ^eftion,  and  it  is  of  little,  or  no  Confequence,  which 
happens  to  be  in  the  Right,  as  to  thefe  Particulars ;  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know  why  the  Author  of  the  Confider- 
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ations  thought  it  neceffary  to  drei's  up  fiich  a  solemn 
Fa Ls HOOD,  and  endeavour  to  impofe  it  upon  the 
World. — But  let  us  fee  where  the  Gazetteer  apprehends 
the  Strefs  of  the  Aigument  to  \yQ. 

* «  All,  fays  He,  that  is  material  to  be  confider'd,  is, 
**  who  was  the  Author  of  fuch  Propolals ;  and  not, 
"  vih.ofet  them  down  171  Writing  ?  or,  in  other  Words, 
**  who  frojeded  the  Ba-nk-Contra^,  not  who  drezu  it ; 
"  for  if  there  was  any  Thing  iniquitous  in  that  Bargain j 
"  xHviQ.  former  are  anfwerable  for  it,  and  not  the  latter. 

Here  again  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  difTent  from  this  ex- 
:  cellent  Writer  ;  for  I  think  it  a  much  lefs  material  Point 
'  who  was,properly  fpeaking,  the  Author  of  this  Contrary 
or  originally  proje^ed  it,  than  who  drew  it,  or  fet  it 
dozvn  in  Writing  ',    becaufe  fuch  a  Contract  might  be  a 
vei-y  good  Expedient,  at  that  Time,  to  relieve  the  ge- 
neral Diilrefies  of  the  Nation,  if  it  had   been  honelHy 
executed  ;  nor  was  it  ever  faid  that  there  was  any  Thing 
iniquitous  in  the  Bargain  iifelf.     Bat  the    Charge  is, 
that  the  honourable  Ge?itleman  iiril  induced  the  Bank  to 
come  into  it,    with  a  particular  View,  and  afterwards 
releafed  Them  from  the  Obligation  of  it,  when  his  pri- 
cate  Purpofe  was  ferved  ;  by  which  Means,  a  Multi- 
tude of  unhappy  People,  who  had  before  efcaped  all  the 
Cilamities  of  the  Year,  were  abfolutely  ruin'd,  and  the 
Nation  was  obliged  to  remit  tzvo  Millions,  for   making 
no  the  DiiFerence   between  the  Bank  and  the  Southfea 
:mpan'<j. 

But    let  us  hear  this  egregious  Writer  a  little  far- 
ther.— He  tells  us,   *'  that  the  Propofal  for  fubfcribing 
•   3,700,000/.  into  the  Stock  of  the  i'i?^/;^^'^  Ci?////)/?;/)/ 
"  ieems  to  have  been  a  Thing  flarted   by  Thofe  con- 
"  ccrn'd  for  the  Southfea  Company,  at  this   Meeting, 
('.  c.  the  firfi  Meeting,  on  thq   19th)   without  any 
previous  Notice  given  of  it,  either  to  the  Bank,   or 
the  honourable  Perfon,    who  was  call'd  in  for  his  Af- 
'■  fiilance,  upon  this  Occafion  ;  and  looks  to  be  fomc- 
thing  like  a  Surprife  upon  Them,   and  what  They 
\^(ixc  drawn  into,  by  the  Authority  of  fome  of  the  Per- 
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•*  fons  prefent,  without  being  allow'd  Time  to  conlider 
•*  fufficiently  of  it. 

Now  who,  I  pray,  was  fo  likely  to  draw  Them  int$ 
this  Propofal,  if  That  was  really  the  Cafe,  as  the  Per- 
fin,  who  was  then  thought  to  have  the  mofl  Influence  up- 
on Them,  and  aftually  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Pow- 
er upon  it  ? 

But  whoever  drew  Them  into  it,  our  Author  is  o- 
bliged  to  acknowledge,  in  the  Paragraph  immediately 
following,  "  that  this  Propofal  for  a  Subfcription  was  af-., 
*«  ter  wards  agreed  to  by  the  DireSfors  of  the  Bank,  at  a  \ 
*•  Court  held  on  the  24th  of  September  following  ;  be-; 
**  tween  which,  and  the  fifft  making y^^ri' Pr«?/(7/^/,  it' 
.**  may  poffibly  be  objefted,    there  was  Time  enough 
<*  to  be  thoroughly  advifed  of  the  Nature  and  Confe- 
"  quences  of  this  Undertaking. 

Why  truly  fo  it  feems,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  it 
a  very  good  Objedion  t  but  the  Gazetteer  is  of  another 
Opinion  ;  and  tells  us,  "  that  it  will  be  found  to  have 
**  no  Weight,  if,  on  the  other  Hand,  it  be  confider'd 
*'  what  a  Ferment  the  Spirits  of  the  People  were  in  ; 
**  how  much  it  was  raifed  by  inflaming  Papers,  at  that 
**  Time ;  the  Authors  of  which,  or  their  Patrons, 
**  watching  every  Opportunity  to  improve  it,  and  to 
*'  blow  that  Fire,  till  it  fprea'd  into  a  general  Conlla- 
*'  gration  ;  and  what  better  could  tho/e  Incendiaries 
**  have  wifh'd  for,  than  the  Bank's  flying  from  that 
"  Agreement,  or  refuling  to  ratify  what  their  Com- 
**  mittee  of  Directors  had  done  ;  or  rather,  what  They 
**  were  in  feme  Meafure  compell'd  to  do  ? 

Well  then,  here  is  a  Confeffion  at  lart  that  this  Propo- 
fal for  a  Subfcription  was  rot  only  agreed  to  by  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank,  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, but  ratiffd,  the  very  next  Day,  by  a  Court  of 
Directors ;  nay,  it  is  exprefly  call'd  an  Agreement,  in 
this  Paffage  ;  and  I  ahvays  appreherded  an  Argreement 
to  be  a  Contrast.  But,  it  feems,  the  Direfiors  of  the  Bank 
were  frrghten'd  into  it  by    the  Incendiaries,    of  thofe 
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Times,  who  watchM  all  Opportunities  to  throw  us  in- 
to a  general  Covfagration.  Tloeje  Incendiaries^  no  Doubt, 
are  a  Parcel  of  very  terrible  Fellows  ;  and,  if  We  may- 
believe  fome  People,  have  the  greateft  Share  in  govern- 
ing the  World.  But  if  the  Bank  was  really  afraid  ofj^- 
ingfrom  tbeir  Agkeemei^t,  at  the  latter  End  of  ^J^p- 
tembery  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  made  them  {^ 
heroical  a  Month  or  two  afterward?. 

"  But  as  it  is  not  impoffible,  fays  He,  that  this  Pro- 
**  pofal  might  have  been  introduced  firft  by  Surprize^ 
**  and  afterwards  ratifyed  through  Fear ;  (  here  the 
*'  Ratification  is  again  acknowledged )  (o  neither  is  it 
**  irnpolTible  but  the  Bank,  as  wife  a  Body  of  Men  as 
**  They  are,  might  have  been  impofed  upon  by  falfe 
*'  Reprefentations  of  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
"  Southfea  Companfs  Affairs  ;  and  the  eaUer  to  entice 
*'  Them  into  this  Bargain,  They  might  very  proba- 
•*  bly  have  had.  likewife  Hopes,  or  Inti/nations,  given 
**  Them,  that  what  They  fhould  do  then,  to  keep  up 
**  the  Credit  of  the  Souihfea  Company,  ihould  be  made 
•*  good  to  Them,  as  it  was  a  national  Concern,  by 
**  Parliament,  in  Cafe  They  fhould  be  any  Lofers 
■*•  thereby. 

This  Paragraph  requires  a  diftinft  Confideration. 

AnAfirfl,  I  mull:  obferve  that  it  is  nothmg  to  the 
Purpofe  whether  the  Bank  made  a  good,  or  a  bad  Bar- 
gain for  Themfelves  in  this  Affair  j  or  whether  They 
were  imposed  upon,  or  not.  It  was  their  Bufinefs  to  take 
Care  ot  That,  before  They  came  to  any  Agreement  j 
at  Jealljbefore  it  was  ratiffd ;  and  whatever  that  Agree- 
fmnt  was,  1  hey  ought  to  have  peribrm'd  it. 

Secondly,  1  am  ready  to  believe  that  They  had  fbme 
Hopes,  or  Intimations y  given  Them,  that  They  fhould 
be  no  Lofers  by  the  Bargain,  whatever  might  be  the 
Confcquence  of  it ; '  and  accordingly.  We  find  that 
They  were   not  only  fupported  in  rcfufing  to  comply 
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with  it,  as  foon  as  it  began  to  turn  againft  Them,  and 
at  laft  entirely  releafed  from  it,  but  even  rewarded 
for  their  Collufion. 

Indeed,  the  Gazetteer  is  pleafed  to  hint  that  it  was 
not  the  honourable  Gentk?nan,  but  fome  of  the  preceding 
Minifiryy  who  gave  the  Bank  thefe  Hopes,  or  Intimati- 
ons ;  though  I  think  it  is  much  more  natural  to  fuppoie 
that  it  was  He,  who  afterwards  made  them  good  ;  and, 
indeed,  it  wasthe  undoubted  Intereit  of  the  late  Miiiif- 
try,  to  make  the  Bank  perform  their  ContraSf  ;  which 
\\ould,  in  a  great  Mealure,  have  retrieved  the  LofFes, 
and  confequently  abated  the  Clamours  of  the  Times ; 
but  They  were  obliged  to  give  Way,  and  leave  the  Me- 
rit of  compleating  the  Misfortunes  of  the  Year  to  their 
triumphant  SuccfJJors. 

*'  But,  fays  the  Gazetteer  again,  whatever  Influence 
*'  it  was,  that  prevaii'd  with  ih.^  Bank  to  accept  o^ this 
**  Propofal  of  the  DireSlors  of  the  Southfea  Company,  it 
"  does  not  appear,  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  this 
*'  franfaSlion,  that  it  was  either  recommended,  ap- 
*^  proved  of,  or  countenanced  by  the  honourable  Perjon, 
**  who  hath  been  fo  groundlefsly  charged  with  being 
*«  the  Author  o^  It  ;  and  though  his  drawing  a  Minute 
^'  of  it  may  be  an  Evidence  o{\i\%fub?nitting  to  it,  yet 
"  it  is  none  at  all  that  He  approved  it ;  much  lefs  that 
**  Yit  framed,  or  contrived  it ;  nor  could  He  have  any 
**  hiterefi  in  doing  it. 

Good  God  !  what  will  not  this  Man  fay,  to  ferve  a 
Turn  ? Does  not  the  honourable  Gentleman  ac- 
knowledge that  He  came  up  to  Town,  in  order  to  make 
Ufe  of  his  Influence  with  the  Bank,  for  this  Purpofe  ; 
and  does  it  not  appear  that  He  adually  made  Ufe  of  it  ? 
Does  not  even  this  Writer  himfelf  own,  that  the  ho- 
nourable Genleman  brought  this  Co?npany  together ^  at  the 
Pofimafter -General's  Houfe  ;  and  is  it  not  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  He  had  fome  private  Confabulations  with 
his  Friends  of  the  Bank,  before  They  came  thither  ? 
Nay,  does  it  not  appear,    beyond  Difpute,  or  at  leaft 

without 
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'without  Contradiftion,  that  He  was  thought  the  moil 
proper  Per  ion  to  draw  up  the  Ci^A'/r^^?  between  Them  ^ 
And  why  fo  ?  For  no  other  Reafon,  as  far  as  I  can  fee, 
than  becaufe  He  was  Jook'd  upon  as  the  Mediator 
betvjeen  the  Companies,  and  xht  principal  Perfon  concern'' d 
in  the  Agreement,  Yet  all  This,  it  leems,  is  neither 
recommending,  approving,  nor  even  counte?ianci/tg  the 
Thing  ;  and  though  hii  drawing  a  Minute  of  it  may  be 
an  Evidence^of  hi'i  iubmitting  to  it ;  yet  it  is  none  at  all 
that  He  approved  it ;  much  lefs  that  He  framed,  or  con- 
trived it.  ' So  that  We  are  to  fiappofe  Him  to  have 

Dnly  afted    the  Part  of  a   7neer  Tool,      or  Amanuenfis 
if  the  Company. 

But  We  are  farther  told  that  He  could  not  pojfibly  hav-e 
any  Intereft  in  doing  it. — What  does  the  Man  mean  ? 
Will  He  pretend  to  fay  that  nothing  was  to  be  got  by 
3eing  in  fo  valuable  a  Secret ;  or  that  it  did  not  furnifu 
iiim  with  an  Opportunity  of  felling  out  Southfea  Stock 
It  400  /.  per  Cent,  and  buying  in  again  at'90  /.  befidcs 
everal  other  Advantages,    which    have   been  already 

linted  at,  and  are  no  Secrets  to  the  World  ? He 

night  as  well  fay  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  got  no- 
hing  by  the  Forage  Contract  j  and  I  am  fure 
ie  had  very  hard  Fate,  if  That  is  true. 

I  mal'i  here  take  Notice  that  the  Gazetteer  feems  to- 
hink  Himfelf  very  fevere  upon  Somebody,  whom  He 
uppofes  to   have  "  communicated   this  original  Con- 

:aci ;    (or,  as  He    expreffes    it  immediately  afcerj 

ho  Revived  or  Forged  this  Piece  of  Evidence  ; 

.r  it  is  indifferent  which, 
ilere  again  our  Author  feems  to  be  a  little  unfortunate 
1  his  Anger;  for  lithis  original  Contract  be  really  a  fcian- 

.is  Forgery,  as  He  fuggefts  in  feveral  Places  of  the 
Paper,   why  could  not  one  WLan  forge  it,  as  well  as 

'.'cr ',  or  how,  indeed,  can  any  Body  be  properly 
ill  to  have  communicated  it  ?  This  is  a  tacit  Confeilion, 
L  IcaU,  that  there  was  fuch  an  original  Paper,  and  dif- 
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Covers  a  Confcioufnefs  that  it  may  be  flill  for  th-coming 
upon  Occafion.  ^ 

Bat  of  all  the  Kc2{6mns,  in  this  Paper,  the  moft  ex- 
traordinary is;  that  Reviving,  or  Forging  a  Piece 
of  Evidence  is  the  fame  Thing  ;  for  I  always  underflood 
that  one  was  not  only  innocent,  but  praife-worthy,  a- 
gainil  great  Offenders  I  v/hereas  it  is  certain  that  the 
Qiher  is  punifhable  by  the -Laws,  both  of  God  and  Man. 

Befides,  who  v/as  the  Occafion  of  reviving  this  parti- 

cular  Piece  of  Evidence?  Did  not  the  Author  of  the  Con- 

fiderations  make  it     necefiary,    by   trumping    up    a; 

Sha?n-Ccritra^,  and  endeavouring  to  palm  it  upon  the 

World,  by  ^.fcandalous  Falfhood? 

Let  me  therefore  advife  the  Gazetteer  not  to  be  fb  Ucz 
in  throwing  about  his  random  Charges,  for  the  future  ; 
becaiife  He  may  remember  that  a  certain  honourable  Gen-, 
tleman,  of  his  own  Acquaintance,  hath  been  fhrewdly 
{\x{^tt\Qdcxforgi?ig,orfuborning  Evidence  himfclf,  upon 
more  OcCiifionsthan  one. 

But  He  tells  us  agnin  that,  "  fuppofmg  this  Things 
**  which  this  Author  calls  the  original Bank-ContraSt; 
•*  was  genuine  ;  yet  even  This,  with  all  the  pompous. 
*•  Titles  be(k)w'd  upon  it,  will  amount  to  no  more  than. 
"  the  other,  mentiouM  in  the  Confide  rations  ;  a  meer 
**  Minute,  like  That,  of  an  Agreemeyit  \  or  rather  a 
'*  Sketch  of  fomeihing  intended  to  be  done  ;  v^ithout 
"  Style,  Title,  or  Preamble  ;  without  any  of  the  Forms, 
*'  or  even  Efftntials,  requilite  to  make  it  a  Contra^.        j 

Now  if  This  is  true,  1  mull  repeat  my  Quellion,  how  j 
it  came  to  pafs  that  the  honourable  Gentleman,  or  his 
Friend  the  Confiderer,  fhould  think  it  neceffary  for  his 
Defence  to  afTert  a  Fa'jhood,  infopublicka  Manner; 
or  take  fo  much  Pains  to  conceal  the  true  Paper  from 
the  Worli  .?  —  Befides,  I  have  already  obferved  that 
the  Gazetteer  hath  lunk  both  the  Title  and  Conclufon  in 
his  Quotation;  which  was  not  done,  I  prefume,  with- 
out fome  View.  And  now  let  us  fee  how  the  Cai'e 
ILnds.     A  Committee  of  both  Companies  was  alTemb'ed 

for 
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for  this  Parpofe ;  and  with  more  Formality,  I  believe* 
than  was  ever  known  before,  on  the  like  Occafion  ;  be- 
ing attended  hv  five  of  the  principal  Perfons  in  the  Admi- 
*i:J}rAtion,  as  WitneJJ'es  and  Guarantees  of  what  ihould  be 
done  ;/or  fach  I  apprehend  Them  to  have  been.  Thefe 
Committees  came  at  lafl:  to  an  Agreement^  the  Conditi- 
ons of  which  being  reduced  into  V/riting  by  the  ho- 
nour ai?le  Gcntle?nan,  and  handed  about  feriatim  to 
Them  all,  as  I  have  been  inform'd,  was  not  only  unani- 
mouflv,  but  feparately  confented  to,  ?vlan  by  Man. 
Upon  This,  tzoo  fair  Copies  were  made  from  it,  by  the 
fame  Handy  as  I  have  been  like  wife  inform'd,  for  the  two 
Companies  ;  and  theOrzo-/;/.-?/ was  depoiited  in  the  Hands 
of  one  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Admi7iiji  ration.  But  This 
is  not  all ;  for  it  was  the  very  next  Day  confirm 'd,  or 
ratiffd,  (as  the  Gazetteer  more  properly  exprefTes  it)  by 
a  Court  of  Directors  of  both  Companies. 

Methinks,  all  This  hath  very  much  the  Air  of  a 
Contract  \  and  v/hatever  the  Bank  might  think,  or  be 
promifed,  it  is  plain  from  the  fubfequent  Proceedings  of 
the  Southfea  Company^  that  They  look'd  upon  it  as  fuch; 
for  They  came  to  feveral  *  Refolutions  not  to  agree,  up- 
on anv  Terms,  with  the  Eanky  till  They  iirll  made 
Them  Satisfa6lion  for  their  Contrail ;  and  never  gave 
it  up,  till  They  were  afTured  by  the  honourable  Gentle- 
tie  man  that  He  would  procure  Them  the  RemiiTion  of 
the  TWO  Millions. 

But  fuppofing,  in  my  Turn,  that  fome  of  the  necefl 
fary  Forms,  to  make  it  a  binding  Bargain,  were  adlually 
wanting  ;  it  cannot  furely  be  deny'd  that  it  was  fo  ma- 
naged, as  to  make  every  Body  believe  it  a  good  Bargain  ; 
which  drew  in  Multitudes  of  cautious  People,  who  had 
avoided  all  the  Rocks  of  the  Alley  before,  and  added 
to  the  Misfortunes  of  Other?,  who  had  not.  1  cannot 
dcfcribe  the  Mifery   and  DiitrelTes,   occafioned  by  this 


*  See  the  PqHi.  State  for  the  Tears  1720,   1721  and 

1722. 
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cruel  Scene  of  Iniquity  ;  or,  as  it  hath  been  moil  profli- 
gately cali'd,  BITING  THE  BiTER  >  and,  indeed,  it  13 
ahnoft  needlefs  to  mention  it ;  for  the  Marks  are  not  yet 
worn  oat,  nor  the  Wounds  heal'd  up  ;  but  ftill  to  befeen,. 
as  well  as  feverely  felt,  in  Thoufands  of  the  worthielfc 
Families. 

Beforfe  I  conclude,  I  mull  not  forget  to  take  Notice 
that  the  Gazeteer  feems  to  promife  us  another  Anfwer 
to  thii  Charge  againft  the  honourable  Gentleman  ;  for  He 
tells  us,  *'  that  He  does  not  at  all  doubt  but,in  due  Time, 
*'  the  Facl  wil]  be  fufficiently  clear'd  up  and  explain'd, 
*'  to  the  Satisfacfbion  of  the  Publick. 

Why  really  there  is  ilill  great  Need  of  it,  notwith- 
ilanding  all  this  worth")  Gentleman'' s  Pains,  and  I  don't 
care  how    foon  We  have  the  Pleifure  of  feeing  it  ;  but, 
'  in  the  mean  Time,  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  oiFer  the  fol- 
lowing Queftions  to  the  Publick. 

1 .  Whether  it  does  not  now  very  plainly  appear,  that 
the  honourable  Gentleman  was  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Coni' 
tnittees  of  the  two  Companies^  on  the  23d  of  Sept.  1720, 
and  there  drew  up  the  Writing  between  Them,  which 
hath  always  been  properly  cali'd  i\i^  Bank-Contrail  % 
tho'  it  was  pofitively  afferted  that  He  Eever  was  at  any 
^her  Meeting  than  That  on  the  19th,  and  drew  up  no 
other  Paper  than  the  t7nperfe5i  Draughty  publilh'd  in 
the  Con  ft  derations? 

2.  Whether  He  did  not  afterwards  make  ufeofhis 
Povv'er  to  invalidate  this  Contrail,  by  fupporting  the 
Bank  in  their  Refufal  to  execute  it,  as  well  as  awing 
the  Southfea  Company  ? 

3 .  Whether  He  was  not  af  lall  obliged  to  compromife 
the  Affair  between  Them,  by  putting  the  Nation  lo  the 
Expence  o{  tzvo  Millions  ,  which,  by  this  Time,  would 
have  reduced  dAmo^i  four  Millions  of  the  publick  Debt? 

4.Whcther  He  is  not  therefore  very  juftly  refponfible 
for  all  the  ruinous  Confequences  oilhhfraudukntTraif' 
a^ion  both  to  the  PuLltck,  and  to  private  Perfons  ? 
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If  to  all  This  We  add  the  honourable  GeTttlemar^s 
compulftve  Sche?ne  againfi  the  Irredeemables,  in  the  Year 
1716  ;  his  working  up  the  Contention  between  the  two 
Companies y  in  1719;  and  his  tzvo  fa??wus  ingrafting 
Schemes  foon  afterwards ;  with  his  late  comfortable  Doc- 
trine, that  t\itpublick  Creditor^h^vc  no  Right  to  the  ./^/^i- 
in<^  Fund,  for  ihe  Payment  of  their  Principa/,bm  are  only 
perpetual  Annuitants  at  4^  per  Cent.  —  If  We  put  all 
This  together,  I  fay,  befides  many  other  clandefline 
Dealings  in  the  F^^'j^^j,  it  will  appear  that  nobody  ever 
trafficked  more  in  them,  and  that  He  is  the  worft  E- 
nemy  the  Proprietors  ever  had.  D. 
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To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    £/^; 

Mr.  D'A  N  V  E  R  s, 

•S  I  was  travelling  Well-ward,  fome 
Time  ago,  in  Company  with  two  or 
three  Friends,  We  put  up  at  a  certain 
Pofi-houfe  on  the  Road,  and  befpoke  a 
Couple  of  Fowls  for  Dinner.  Having 
relied  ourfelves  a-while,  and  finding  our 
Stomachs  coming,  We  faunter'd  into  the  Kitchen,  to 
fce  how  our  Dinner  vvent  forwards.  JuR  at  that  Tiuie, 
the  Mail  happen'd  to  come  in,  and  the  P  oft -bey  -gave  a 
large  Packet  of  Letters  to  our  Landlady,  who  jbem'd  to 
be  a  notable  Woman,  and  ofiiciated  as  Cook  hcrfelf. 
She  broke  open  the  Seal,  in  a  very  carelcfs  Manner,  and 
having  taken  out  a  prijited  Paper,  twilled  it  through 
her  Hands,  with  the  fame  Indifference,  and  was  go- 
ing to  finge  her  Fowls  with  it  ;  upon  which  I  ask'd 

Her, 
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Her,  with  fome  Earneftneis,  what  made  Her  burn  a 
News-Fapet\  (for  fuch  I  found  it  to  be)  without  read- 
ing it.  —  *'  Oh  \  Sir,  faid  She,  they  are  only  the  Gq- 
"  vernment-Tapers,  which  nobody  reads;  and,  as  they 
*^  cOil  us  nothing,  they  are  of  fome  Ufe  to  us,  upon 
*'  fuch  Occaiions."—  I  could  not  forbear  fmiling  at  the 
natural  Simplicity  of  this  Anfwer,  which  She  delivered 
with  the  utmoft  Gravity  ',  and  then,  having  lighted 
the  Paper,  began  her  Operation  upon  the  Poultry.— 
However,  1  advifed  Her,  as  a  Friend,  not  to  take  the 
fame  Liberties  before  every  Body  ;  particularly  the  Ex- 
cifemani  for  if  He  fliould  fend  an  Information  up  to 
Town,  her  Husband  would  run  the  Hazard  of  lofing 
his  Place, 

Having  met  with  this  Occurrence  in  the  Country, 
which  I  am  told  is  far  from  being  lingular,  I  was  not 
at  all  furprized  to  find,  when  I  came  to  Town,  that  it 
was  thought  neceffary  to  make  a  new  PvCgulation  of 
thefe  Troops,  upon  the  Foot  of  a  better  Oeconomy  ; 
which  was  brought  about  and  ellablifli'd,  as  I  am  in- 
form'd,  in  the  following  Manner. 

The  Great  Man,  it  feems,  finding  his  Reputation 
decline,   in   Proportion  as  his  Advocates  and  Expences 

increafed,    fent  for   the   induftrious   Mr.  P n,  his 

Miifter-Mafier  and  Prov editor-General,  upon  thefe  Oc- 
cafions ;  who  being  introduced  into  his  Clofet,  He  ad- 
drefs'dHim,  in  Words  X.o  this  EiFea. 

*«  The  Reafon  of  my  fending  for  You,  Mr.  P — n, 
**  is  to  complain  of  thoje  Wretches,  whom  You  have 
*'  inlilled  in  my  Service.  There  never  furely  was  fuch 
<'  a  ragged,  undifciplined  Rabble.  They  neither  un- 
♦^  derfland  {ht  Word  of  Command,  when  it  is  given 
"  Them,  nor  how  to  execute  it.  They  throw  Stink- 
*'  pots  well  enough,  I  muft  confefs,  and  have  fometimes 
**  done  Me  a  little  Service  that  Way  ;  but  They  are 
**  totally  ignorant  of  the  Ufe  of  any  other  Weapons, 
**  and  when  the  Enemy  founds  to  Arms,  They  either 
*'  run  away,  or  are  fure  to  fall  into  an  Ambufcade.     In 

'*  ihort. 
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*^  fhort,  5/V,  They  are  grown  not  only  burthenfome, 
*'*  but  fcandalous ;  and  feveral  of  my  heft  Friends  are 
*'  continually  dinning  it  in  my  Ears  that  They  do  Me 
"  more  Hurt  than  Good.  However,  it  is  not  proper 
*^  to  call  Them  off  intirely  at  once.  But  fome  Courfe 
**  mull  be  taken  with  Them  j  and  as  You  pick'd  Them 
**  up  for  Me,  God  knows  where,  I  mull  leave  You  to 
**  deal  with  Them,  as  well  as  You  can.  Every  Body 
"  grumbles  at  the  Croud  of  Papers,  that  are  fent  down 
**  gratis  every  Week  into  the  Country,  and  even  the 
**  Pqfi-Mdjfers  complain  that  it  is  an  in!-oIerable  Bur- 
<'  then  upon  the  Office.  I  think  it  therefore  the  beil 
•*  v7ay  to  begin  with  reducing  Them  to  one  Paper, 
•*  and  making  a  zueekly  Hodge-podge  of  Them.  Perhaps, 
"  They  may  relilli  a  little  better,  w^hen  They  are  all  tofs'd 
-"  up  together,  than  in  different  Dilhes.  It  will,  at 
**  leaft,  fave  Expence  for  the  prefent,  and  give  Me  an 
"  Opportunity  of  Oiifting  Them  off  by  Degrees. 

*«  You  know  the  Story  of  the  old  Man.,  upon  his 
"  Death-Bed,  who  fent  for  all  his  Children  to  Him  ; 
**  and,  in  order  to  flievf  Them  the  Advantage  of  agree- 
'♦  ing  amongft  Themfelves,  gave  each  of  Them  a  little 
"  Stick,  and  bid  Them  break  it  ;  which  They  did  with 
*'  Eale.  He  then  order'd  the  fame  Number  of  Sticks 
**  to  be  bound  together,  and  again  commanded  Them 
•'  to  break  them ;  which  none  of  Them  could  do.— 
•'  The  Application  is  eafy  and  obvious  to  thefe  Scrib- 
"  Hers,  who  are  certainly  a  Parcel  of  fad  Sticks  cf 
«•  Wood.  So  pr'ythee,  go  about  this  Bufmefs  immedi- 
"  ately,  and  faggot  Tkem  up,  as  well  as  You  can  ;  for 
*«  They  give  Me  almoil  as  much  Vexation  as  the 
"  damn'd  D ch,  or  even  the  Cardinal  himfelf. 

Here  Mr.  P n  made  a  low  Bow,  and  undertook 

to  manage  tlie  quondam  Couranteers  ;  "  but  your  Ho- 
*'  nour  kno  vs,  faid  He.  that  Mother  Osborne  and 
*'  Squire  Waljlngham  don't  ride  in  my  Troop;  and  I 
*'  am  afraid  They  won't  be  cafily  brought  to  roll  toge- 

*'  thcr, O,   never  mind  l^hem^  rcply'd  the  great 

"  Man, 
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**  Man.     Do  but  take  Care  o{  your  own  People,  and  I'll 
**  fend  a  Mandamus  to  the  others  Myfelf. 

Upon  this,  Mr.  P- n,  having  made  another  VQry 

low  Bow,  ported  away,  and  iairaediately  difpatch'd  . 
circular  Letters  to  all  his  Mercenaries,  commanding 
Them  to  appear  the  next  Day,  at  the  uRial  Place  of 
Rendezvous  ;  where  He  orderM  a  Dinner  to  be  provi- 
ded for  Them  ;  and  after  They  had  all  made  a  very. 
hearty  Kleal,  He  open'd  his  Commijfion  to  Them,  in  the  ^ 
following  Manner. 

'*  Gentlemen, 

_  "  You  are  fummon'd  together,  at  this  Time,  upon  a 
'*  very  extraordinary  Occalion  j  which  I  hope  will 
*'  prove  of  great  Advantage  to  the  common  Catij'e,  and 
*'  the  Intereft  of  Tho/e,  who  have  the  Honour  to  be 
**  engaged  in  it.  You  mull  know  then,  that  I  am 
**  commanded  by  our  fwbk  Patron  to  return  You 
*'  Thanks  for  all  your  Services,  and  to  affure  You,  in 
*'  his  Name,  that  You  may  depend  on  the  Continuance  - 
**  of  his  Favours.  But  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  Gentle- 
"  men^  that  the  Enemy  gains  Ground  upon  us  every 
**  Day,  notwithftanding  all  our  laudable  Endeavours. 
"  Now  to  what  can  This  be  imputed,  but  to  your 
"  lighting  fingle,  or  in  little  ftraggUng  Parties,  with- 
*'  out  any  Concert,  or  Union,  amongft  Tour/elves  P  I 
**  am  therefore  order'd  to  cement  You  together,  and 
'*  forn*  You  into  one  Body,  that  You  may  be  the  bet- 
*'  ter  able  to  repel  the  Ailaults  of  our  Enemies.  Vis 
**  unita  fortior  is  a  Maxim,  that  will  ever  hold  good  in 
*'  Politicks,  as  well  as  War  ;  or,  to  fpeak  a  little  more 
**  intelligibly,  a  Confederacy,  or  AJfociation,  hath  been 
''  always  thought  expedient,  in  Times  ofDiflrefs.  It  - 
**  is  therefore  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  our  great  and 
**  good  Mafter,  that  You  fhould,  for  the  future,  run 
*'  together  in  one  Herd ;  for  which  Purpofe,  He  hath 
*'  appointed  You,  by  Me  his  Servant, -a  convenient 
'*  Pafture. 

Ke 
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He  then  explain'd  to  Them  the  Particulars  of  his 
Commijfion  \  that  They  were  to  fet  up  an  Union  Stan- 
dard,  in  the  Name  of  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  un- 
der the  Command  of  Lieutenant-General  Walfingham  ; 
and  that  the  puiiTant  Mrs.  Osborne  was  to  bring  up  the 
Rear. 

When  the  Mujler-Majier  had  concluded  his  Speech, 
a  folemn  Silence  enfued,  for  fome  Time,  and  the  Mer- 
cenaries lUred  very  oddly  upon  one  another.     But  Mr.  ' 

P ;/  having  repeated  to  Them  that  his  Orders  were 

peremptory,  and  reproved  Them,  with  fome  Sternnefs, 
for  their  Hefitation,  They  all  comply'd   immediately, 

and  promifed  to  execute  his  Honour's  Commands. 

How  They  have  fucceeded  in  it,  I  leave  the  World  to 
judge. 

This  Piece  of  political  OEconomy  puts  Me  in  mind  of 
a  frugal  old  Gentleman^  who  faved  the  Bottoms  of  all 
his  Bottles,  and  throv/ing  them  into  one  Cup^  with  a 
little  Nutmeg  and  Sugar,  forced  it  upon  his  Gueils,  as 

an  excellent  Compofition. If  I  was  to  feparate  this 

'',  in  a  metaphorical  Way,  I  would  compare  Mr. 
,,'aljingham  to  Cnke-Houfe  Cyder,  which  frets  and 
bounces  in  the  Bottle,  but,  when  it  is  pour'd  out,  hath 
r.o  Spirit  in  it.  Si\x  A.B.  C.  is  like  dead  Small  Beer  i 
ar.d   Mrs.  Osborne   refembles  heavy  Fort,  or  Brunjzvick 

But  I  am  told  that  there  are  already  very  great  Dif- 
I'jntions  amongft  thefe  minifterial  Allies.  Mother  O/^ 
borne  looks  upon  her  Brother  Wnlfi-ngham  as  a  pragma- 
tical, empty  yoimg  Fellow,  who  hath  not  the  Faculty 
oi  Reafoning  in  Him  ;  and  the  ""S quire  laughs  at  the 
good  Dame,  in  his  Turn,  as  a  dreaming  old  Dotard, 
^vho  is  utterly  void  of  Senfe,  or  Spirit.  Again  ;  Bri- 
tannus  and  Walfingham  have  formerly  been  well  ac- 
quainted ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  Wonder  that  They  have 
a  very  bad  Opinion  of  each  other.  As  for  Cams,  or 
Freeman,  They  are  all  quite  afhamed  of  Him  ;  except 
the  renowned  Baronet,  who  was  lately  fo  modeft  as  to 

fubfcribe 
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lubfcribe  Himielf  ^.  5. I   am   likewife   told  that' 

there  are  great  M^randerftandings  between  fome  other 
Chiefs  of  the  mijiifierial  Army',  and  that  there  ii 
fcarcely  one  ofT^hem,  who  does  not  heartily  defpile,  <^ 
hate,  all  the  reft  ;  fo  that  there  is  more  Probability  b!" 
an  open  Rupture  amongft  Thef^,  than  amongil  the  Jlliei 
in  Italy. 

However,  I  cannot  forbear  applauding  the  great 
Man's  Prudence,  on  this  Occaiion,  and  hope  He  will 
purfue  the  fame  frugal  Scheme,  in  oiher  Points.  Le^ 
Him  faggot  up  all  his  Penjioners^  in  this  Manner,  and 
I  dare  fay  the  World  will  have  a  much  better  Opinioh 
of  Him.  -  ;  1  ^  i--^BPi. 

J  ami  S  I^p  ■■-r^-:-,v'i 

Tour  fUBcwid^  . 

n^:£srrefpondent, 

JACK    RAMBLE. 
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OME  Time  ago  I  troubled  the  Publick 
with  a  little  Effay  on  the  fatal  Confe- 
quences  of  national  Vicesy  particularly 
Corruption ;  and  the  more  I  think  on 
that  Subjeil,  the  more  I  am  confirm'cf 
in  the  Truth  of  what  I  then  advanced. 
A  thoufand  Inflances  might  be  produced,  to  fliew  that 
not  cn\y  national  Vices,  properly  fo  calFd,  but  even  »i^^ 
twial  Cuftoms  are  spt  to  grow  conftitutional,  Wkt-pef- 
fcnal  Habits.  This  Point  is  very  well  explain'd  in  9 
little   Treatile,    nevvly   tranllated   and  pubiiili'd  hert^ 

in  tit  led 
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intitled  a  Difcourfe  o/' voluntary  Servitude* 
written  in  French  by  Stephen  de  la  Boetie,  one  of  the 
Kings  Coun/eUors  in  the  'Parliament  at  Bourdeaux,  in 
the  Reign  of  Charles  the  o^th  King  of  France.  The 
famous  Montaigney  who  was  a  Cotemporary  and  inti- 
mate Friend  of  this  Author^  gives  Him  one  of  the 
greateft  Charafters,  both  as  to  Ability  and  Integrity, 
that  is  to  be  met  with  in  Hiftory.  The  Difcourfey  in- 
deed, favours  very  ftrongly  of  a  republican  Spirit^  and 
^cems  to  be  levell'd  againfl  Monarchy  in  general  ;  the 
Words  Sovereignty  and  Tyranny  being  frequently  men- 
:ion'd  as  fynonimous  Terms ;  but  his  Friend  Montaigne 
mdeavours  to  fofien  This,  by  telling  us  *  that  it  was 
'he  FroduBion  of  his  younger  Tears,  by  Way  of  Exer- 
rife  only,  as  a  common  Subjeft,  which  had  been  cafwafs'^d 
'y  ma7iy  Writers  ;  and  that,  7iotwithftanding  the  natural 
Varfnth  of  his  Zeal  for  Liberty,  He  had  another  Maxim 
ieeply  imprinted  in  his  Soul;  to  obey,  and  religioufyfub- 
'nit  Himfelf  to  the  Laws,  under  which  He  was  born. 
However,  to  avoid  the  ufual  Cavils  and  Imputations 
)f  this  critical  Age,  I  fliall  only  quote  two  or  three 
i'aiTages  from  it,  relating  to  the  Prevalence  of  Cujlom, 
n  States,  as  well  as  private  Perfons. 

*'  f    It  is  incredible,  fays  He,  how  fuddenly  the 
'  People,  the  Moment  They  are  enflaved,  fall  into  {q 

*  profound  a  Forgetfulnefs  of  their  Freedom,  that  it  is 

*  not  poflible  for  Them  to  rouze  Themfelves  up   to 

*  regain  it ;  ferving  fo  eafily   apd   fo  willingly,    that 

*  one,  who  fees  Them,  would  be  tempted  to  lay  that 

*  They  had  not  loft  their  Liberty,  but  their  Servitude. 
'  It  is  true,  at  firil-.  They  ferve  by  Conflraint,  fub- 
'*  dued  by  Force ;  but  Thofe,  who  come  afterwards, 
'*  having  never  feen  Liberty,  and  not  knowing  what 
'*  it  is  obey  without  Regret,  and  do  willingly  That, 
'*  which  their  Forefathers  did  by  Conflraint.  So  it  is, 
'*  that  when  Men  are  born  under  the  Toke,    and   be- 

VoL.  XIV.  G  «  ing 

'*  See  the  Preface  to  this  Book.  \  f.  27. 
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**  ing  afterwards  brought  up  and  educated  in  Slavery^ 
*^  without  looking  forward,  contenting  Themfelves  to 
*'  live  in  the  Condition,  in  which  They,  were  born, 
•*  and  thinking  They  have  no  other  Right,  or  other 
**  Goodj  but  what  They  found  at  iirft,  They  look 
*'  upon  the  ^tate  of  their  Birth  as   their  natural  State. 

A  few  Pages  after,  He  draws  this  Concluhon. . 

«'  X  So  the  hrft  Reafon  o^  this  voluntary  Servitude  is 
^'CuJiom\  like  \s\^ generous  Steeds,  who  at  firll:  bite 
*'  the  Bitt,  but  afterwards  play  with  it ;  and  whereas 
*'  not  long  ago.  They  would  not  endure  the  Saddle-^ 
^'  They  now  patiently  fubmit  to  the  Harnefs^  and, 
<*  full  of  Pride,  march  ilately  under   their  Trappings. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  have  taken  fome  Pains,  in-  feve- 
ral  of  my  former  Papers,  to  fliew  the  Antiquity  of  our 
Conflitution ;  that  freedom  was  our  original  Right  and. 
Inheritance,  (  from  the  Saxon  Times,  at  leait )  which 
was  never  formally  given  up  by  the  People,  or  their 
Representatives,  however  They  may  have  been  inter- 
r Jpted  in  the  Enjoyment  of  it,  at  different  Times,  by 
fome  of  our  arbitrary  Princes,  Ufurpers,  or  Mifii/lers ; 
biu  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  hath  been  perpetually 
claimed,  on  one  Side,  as  well  as  frequently  recognized 
and  confirm'd,  an  iht  other,  by  kverd  royal  Charters, 
and  Jilemn  Declarations. 

i  thought  v^\t\\.  our  Author,  long  before  I  ever  read 
Him,  that  This  was  the  moil:  effeftual  Way  to  keep 
the  Spirit  of  .-Liberty  alive  in  the  Minds  of  the  People  ; 
and  that  if  They  could  be  induced  to  believe,  accord- 
ing to  a  late  modifh  Doftrine,  that  They  were  really 
Slave:,  either  by  Nature,  or  Conjiittition^  the  Imprei- 
fiom  of  Liberty  would  foon  wear  out,  and  They  would 
fabmit  to  their  Chains,  as  eafily  as  other  Nations, 
which  already  groan  under  that  grievous  Calamity,    -p 

Every  honeft  Briton  ought    to   rejoice  at   that  glori-  I 
ous  Spirit,  which  liach  lately  difcover'd   itfelf,  in   Fa-  { 

vour 
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;our  of  Libert-^ ;  and  I  am  very  far  from  defpairing  to 
ee  it  attended  with  much  more  happy  Effeds  than  it 
hath  vet  produced .  But  when  iucb  Docirines,  as  thofe 
We  have  bee-n  Gcmbaiing,  are  openly  avow'd  by  Men, 
who  prepoHeroinly  call  Themlelves  Whigs,  and  even 
propagaied  by  Authority,  it  is  Time  to  app^y  Ibme 
Antidotes  to  tiiem,  and  put  our  Countrymen  on  their 
Guard  3  left  They  (hould.  be  feduced,  by  Degrees,  in- 
to a  State  of  voluntary  Servitude,  and  perfuaded  that  all 
their  long-hoafied  Liberties  are  only  idle  Chimaera's,  or 
vulgar  Notions,  injurious  to  the  Crown,  and  inconfii- 
tent  with  their  ozvn  H^ppinefs..  This,  I  fay,  is  n^^- 
!ary  at  a  Time,  when  Juch  infamous  and  dangerous  'Te- 
nets are  publicklv  countenanced  ;  for  tho'  *  "  Length 
*  of  Ti?ne  (as  the  fame  Writer,  whom  I  have  already 
'  quoted,  obferves)  gives  no  Right  to  do  ill,  but  rather 
'*  heightens  the  Injury  ;  yet  the  People  may  fay  They 
"  have  always  been  SubjeSls,  (by  which  He  means 
•'  Slaves)  and  that,  as  their  Fathers  lived  fo,  They 
'*  may  think  They  are  bound  patiently  to  endure  the 
'*  Curb,  and  make  Themfelves  believe  it  by  Exa??iples, 
'*  and  ground  their  Opinion  upon  the  Length  of  Time, 
"  and  the  PoJJeJJton  ofThofe,  who  t-^ranni^e  over  Them. 
We  have  already  obferved  that  this  Argument,  weaic: 
as  it  may  feem,  had  taken  PoiTefTion  "of  our  Author'' s 
own  Mind,  (according  to  Montaigne)  in  Spight  of  aH 
his  good  Senje,  and  natural  Principles  of  Liberty.  What 
therefore  can  be  a  more  laudable  Undertaking  than  to 
warn  a  People,  who  are  -ytlfree,  againfl:  running  blind- 
fold, or  being  led,  into  I'uch  a  State  of  voluntary  Ser- 
vitude; which  will  no't  only  reduce  Them  to  the  fame 
miferable  Condition  with  the  People  of  France ;  but 
pat  their  unhappy  Poilerity  under  this  Dilemma  ;  that 
They  mull  either  fubmit  to  the  Chains,  which  their  - 
improvident  Anceftors  have  fuffer'd  to  be  forged  for 
G   2  Them  ; 

♦  P.   38. 
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Them^  or  undertake  the  hard  Task  of  contending  with 
the  LazaSy  tender  which  They  are  born  ? 

Mr.  de  la  Boetie  obferves,  in  another  Place,  and;. 
the  lafl:  I  fhall  quote;  \  "  that  there  is  fcarcely  any 
**  jHVir  ib  prodigal,  but  He  fometimes  perufes  his  Deeds, 
**  to  fee  if  He  enjoys  all  the  Rights  of  his  SucceJJion  ; 
"  or  whether  any  Perfon  hath  encroach'd  u^on^Bim, 
•*  Or  his  Ancejlor.f. 

But  as  it  is  often  too  late  for  a  Man  in  friv-ate  Life, 
to  look  over  his  Deeds,  after  He  hath  fuffer'd  Another 
to  continue  in  quiet  PolTeflion  of  his  Eftate,  for  many 
Years ;  efpecially,  if  He  fhould  have  been  cajoled  inter 
a  formal  Surrender  of  it  ;  fo  it  is  ridiculous  to  argue 
that  a  whole  People  ought  not  to  apprehend,  or  guard 
againft  any  Dangers,  till  they  hang  immediately  over 
their   Heads. 

There  are  many  Peribns  flill  living,  who  remember 
the  Times,  when  arbitrary  P&zver,  on  the  Side  of  the 
Prime,  and  abfolute  Submijfon,  on  the  Part  of  the  ^ub^ 
jeSf,  were  openly  contended  for,  and  found  fo  many 
Advocates,  {asfome  Do^rines  of  the  fame  Tendency  \iz\c 
fmce )  that  our  timely  Deliverance  from  the  Effe£is  of 
them  hath  been  look'd  upon  as  little  lefs  than  a  Mira- 
cle. Now,  if  thefe  Principles  had  been  eftablifh^d,  and 
put  in  Praftice,  let  any  reafonable  Man  judge  whe- 
ther the  Generality  of  the  common  People  might  not, 
hy  this  Time,  have  been  habituated  to  them,  and 
work'd  into  a  Belief,  like  other  Nations,  that  They 
had  no  Right  to  any  Thing,  but  what  their  Monarchs 
were  gracioufly  pleafed   to  bellow  upon  Them. 

But,  in  order  to  fet  this  Point  in  a  full  Light,  and 
fliew  the  prodigious  Force  of  Cujiom,  it  may  be  necef- 
fiiry  to  go  a  little  higher,  and  produce  a  few  Inftan- 
ces,  to  this  Purpofe,  from  our  own  Hillory. 

The  Pradlice  of  keeping  up  a  Body  of  mercenary 
Troops,  under  the  immediate  Command  of  the  Crown, 

was 
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houghc  {o  incoropatible  with  our  Conjiitution,  in  tJi^ 
■Icign  of  TTemy  the  7th,  that  a  little  Body- Guard  of 
ibout  fifty  Archers  was  look'd  upon  as  a  dangerous  In- 
lovacion,  and  occafion'd  great  Clamours  ;  though  the 
jovernment  was  then  but  new,  and  diflurb'd  by  leve- 
•al  Pretenders,  and  Cm/piracies.  This  was  all  the 
'juard  owv  iubfequent  Kings  had  about  Them,  in  Times 
)f  Peace,  till  after  the  Rcfloration\  when  the  Eltabliih- 
nent  of  what  are  now  call'd  the  Horfe  and  Foot  Guards, 
hough  far  lefs  numerous  than  at  prefent,  laid  the  iirft 
foundation  of  a  Jlanding  Arm"^  in  England.  This  like- 
vife  gave  no  fmall  Umbrage  to  the  Nation  j  though' 
he  Circumftances  of  thofe  Times,  when  a  forjnidable 
^rmy  was  disbanded,  and  there  ^vas  Reafbn  to  appre- 
lend  InJurreSiions,  afforded  a  plauhble  Pretence  for  luch 
.  Precaution.  Every  Body  knows  what  a  vigorous 
Dppoiition  was  made  to  the  Continuance  of  a  large 
Undi7ig  Army,  in  King  William\  Time,  both  within 
Doors  and  without,  by  fome  of  the  wapieft  Friends 
0  Libert'^  aftd  the  Revolution.  But  Cujldm  and  Length 
•f  'Time  have  now  familiarized  them  to  us,  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  moft  People  ieem  to  be  weary  of  com- 
plaining any  longer,  2Si(L  jome  Perjins  hdiV^  openly  de- 
:lared  that  We  cught  never  to  be  without  an  Army  of 
'wcTity,  or  thirty  thoufand  Men,  even  in  Times  of  the 
profound cil  Tranquility.       _^  ,  , ---^'j   ^, 

The  fame  may  be  faid -of  Excises;  which  occa- 
lon'd  not  only  Jealoulies  and  Complaints,  when  they 
were  firil  impofed,  but  even  violent  Commotions; 
though  the  Nation  was  then  engaged  in  a  civil  War ; 
and  when  \k\zfirfl  Taxation  of  this  Sort  was  regularly 
cftablifh'd,  after  the  Ref  oration,  it  was  vigoroufly  op- 
pofed,  by  the  Patriots  of  thofe  Times,  as  a  grievous 
Jmpofition  on  the  Subjcd.  But  Excifes  have  been 
fmce  muliiply'd  to  fuch  a  Degree,  Avithout  any  general 
Oppofition,  \.\)2.\:  fome  zuife  Heads  Id^xoly  flatter'dThem- 
felves  that  long  Ufage  had  reconciled  us  to  them,  and 
accordingly  form'd  a  Scheme  lor  extending  them  over  ihe 

G  3  whole 
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whole  Nation  ;  which  They  puih'd  with  the  utmbft 
Induflry  and  Vehemence.  But  in  This,  indeed.  They 
met  with  an  unlucky  Rebuff,  and  were  at  laft  obliged 
to  drop  their  ProjeB ;  though  I  cannot  think  it  any 
great  Argument  againft  the  Force  o^Cuftom  \  for  if  They 
had  been  able  to  cram  their  Scheme  down  our  Throats 
at  firft,  it  would  have  foon  grown  as  habitual  to  us  as 
Thofe,  which  are  already  eilablifhM. 

The  Chimney-Tax,  or  Hearth-Money,  was 
thought  fo  burthenfome  a  Grievance,  in  the  Reigns  of 
Xing  Charles  and  Y^m%,yames  the  2d,  that  it  wasabo- 
liffi'd,  foon  after  the  Revolution,  not  o?ily  as  a  great  Op- 
prejjion  to  the  poorer  &3rt,  but  a  Badge  of  Slavery-  upon 
the  whole  People,  expof,ng  ever-f  Man's  Houfe  to  be  en^ 
ter*d  into  and  fearch'^d,  atPleaJure,  by  Perfons  unknown 
to  Him.  Yet  the  Window-Tax,  which  feems  to  have 
been  fubflituted  in  its  Room,  and  refembles  it  very  near- 
Jy  in  every  Refpeit,  is  now  grovvn  familiar  to  the  Peo- 
ple,'  and  regularly  paid,  like  other  Taxes^  without  any 
flich  Apprehenlions,  or  Remonftrances. 

Again.  When  the  Land-Tax  was  firft  impofed, 
for  one  Tear,  it  was  pretended  that  it  would  never  be 
ask'd  for  again  ;  and  if  the  Gentlemen  of  England,  who 
then  fate  in  Parliament,  could  have  forefeen  that  it 
would  be  continued  for  above yci;  ty  Tears  fucceffively, 
without  any  intermiffion,  I  believe  They  would  not 
Kave  come  into  it  with  fo  much  Readinefs.  But  it  is 
now  grown  a  conjlant,  annual  Tax,  which  every  Body 
defpairs  of  feeing  taken  off;  and  the  only  Quellion,  at 
"the  Beginning  of  every  Seffion,  is  i  how  much  They  are 
to  pay  in  the  Pound  ? 

It  is  not  my  Deiign  to  infinuate  that  any  of  thefe 
Taxes  are  unneceffary,  at  prefent ;  but  only  to  ihew 
how  all  ConcpJJions  of  this  Kind  are  naturally  apt  ro 
grow  upon  us,  and  become  conftitutional,  when  We 
have  beeo  long  accuftom'd  to  them.  I  could  apply  the 
fame  Sort  ofReafoning  to  Riot-A^s,  feptennial  Parlia- 
mentSi  Sufpenjions  of  the  Hahias  Cefpus  jiSl,  Votes  of 

Credit, 
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Credit,  and  <?.';^^r  Matters  ;   but  I  prefume  that  I  have 
laid  enough  already  to  explain  my  Meaning,  upon  this 

cS&bjea.  r>. 


To      C  A   IP  E 'B      D'  A  N  V  E   R  S,      Efq. 

■r  SIR,  '      ■ 

^Y  Have  read  your  late  Papers,  cenceming  the  Bank- 
j[  Contract,  with  great  Satisfaftion,  and  think 
them  unanfwerable  ;  but  I  was  fomewhat  furprized 
that  You  did  not  mention  one  Thing,  whicli  the  Ga- 
xetteer  gave  You  a  fair  Occalion  to  do  ;  I  mean  that 
the  DireBors  of  the  Southfea  Company  form'd  tzoo  ^ef- 
tiotis,  for  the  Opinion  of  Council,  upon  the  Matter  in 
Difpute  between  Them  and  the  Bank  ;  which  They  af- 
terwards laid  before  a  General  Court,  as  may  be  feen 
in  t\it  political  State,  for  the  yiomho^  January  172 1-2, 
viz. 

'^'  The JirJI  ^ejlion  wi^,"  whether  the  faid  Agree- 
•*  ment  be  good  a?id  binding  ;  and  whether  the  Bank  may 
•*  be  compeird  to  the  due  Performance  thereof? 

The  fecopid  ^efiion  was  ;  "  if  the  faid  Agreement  be 
"  good  and  binding,  what  is  the  befi  Method  to  proceed, 
-f*  in  order  to  compel  the  Bank  to  the  due  "Performance  of 
!**  thejamef 

[:  *'  To  the /r/  ^eftion,  Mr.  Bootle  and  Serjeant 
'**  Cheshire  were  dearly  of  Opinion  that  it  was  ^W 
•*  and  binding  ;  and  that  the  Bank  were  abfolutely  con- 
**  eluded.  Mr.  Ward's  Opinion  declared  the  Validi- 
"  ty,  but  made  fome  Doubt  about  compelling  Them  to 
/**  the  due  Performance . 

*'  To  ihejecond  ^efion.  All  agreed  in  Opinion, 
**  that  it  muft  be  by  Bill  in  the  Court  of  Excbe- 
•*   QUER.  "':^'^''  ^/      ■ 

It  is  likewife  obfervable,   that  even  the   Council  for 

the  Bank  did  not  give  their  Opinion  that  the  Contraft 

/■  was 
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foas  not  good  and  binding,  but  only  that,  confidering  the 
'Nature  ^this  Tranfadlion,  it  would  not  be  fafe  for  Them 
to  froeeed  upon  the  faid  Propofition,   without  Conjent  of 
Parliament.  And,indeed,herefeems  to  lye  the  whole 
Myftery,  as  well  as  the  chief  FinelTe  of  xkit  honourable 
Gentleman,   who  was  fo  deeply   concernM '  in  this  Af- 
fair ;   for  there   can  be  no  Reafon   to  fuppole  that  the 
Parliafnent  would  have  refufed  their  Conjent,  if  They  ' 
had  been  asked,   and  left  to  Themfelves  j   but  every 
Body  knows  under  whofe  DireSiion  They  then  were, 
and  by  whofe  Infiucnce  They    were  prevailed  upon   to 
give  the  Southfea  Company  Two  Millions  of  the  Na- 
tion's Money,  by  Way  of  Compofition  for  this  Bargain, 
rather  then  put  it  in  their  Power  to  oblige  the  Bank-to  , 
perform  it.  >  . 

Upon  the  whole,  this  TranfaBion,  from  £rll  to  laft, 
and  taken  in  all  its  Lights,  was  not  only  the  mpll:  def- 
trudlive  Projedl  of  the  v/hole  Southfea  Year,  but  one  of 
the  blackell  Scenes  of  Fraud  and  Iniquity,  that  e^r  en- 
ter'd  into  the  Heart  of  Man  ;  and  therefore  I  am:  very 
far  from  being  furprized  that  the  Perfon  concerned  i|[0u]'d. 
endeavour  to  fcreen  Himfelf  from  the  Refentmentf  due 
to  it,  by  publifhing  a  great  Falshood,  in  which 
He  migjit  hope  not  to  be  detected.  But  fmce  it  hath 
happen'd  otherwife,  and  his  laft  Shift  feems  to  confill; 
in  letting  it  pafs  over  in  Silence,  I  would  advife  You, 
Mr.  UAnvers,  to  ufe  Him  as  the  Author  of  the  Medley 
formerly  did  the  Exa?niner,  when  He  caught  Him 
tripping  ;  That  is,  to  keep  fuch  a  coinplicated  Piece  of 
V/ickednefs  alive  in  People's  Memory,  by  2i  ft  an  ding  Ad- 
^•ertifement.  I  have  therefore  fubjoin'd  one,  for  that 
Purpofe,  if  You  are  not  better  provided,  and  delire  it 
may  be  publifh'd  every  Week,  in  your  Paper,  for  th^e 
or  four  Months  together  ;  unlefs  the  Gentleman  Ihould 
think  fit  to  vindicate  Himfelf  or  make  a  frank  and  am- 
ple Confeffion  of  his  Guilt, 

N.  Pjeiilalethes. 

Adver* 
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*  Ad  V  E  R  T  IS  EM  E  N  T, Concerning tbeB A  n  k-Contr  act. 

"l^^X  Whereas  it  is  offer  ted  in  a  late  Pamphlet,  i'lti- 
fkdiome  Confiderations  concerning  the  publick  Fund?, 
(ff r.  that  a  certain  honourable  Gentleman  was  never  • 
at  a7-f^  other  Meeting  of  the  Directors  of  theBhriYL  and 
the  SouTHSEA  Company,  than  That  on  the  i(^th  of 
September  1 720  ;  and  that  He  never  drew  up  any  other 
Writing  betzveen  fhem^  than  thai  imperfeft  Draught, 
tubich  is  publip'din  the  faid  Confiderations  j  Andvjhere- 
tff  it  hath  been  fince  proved  without  ContradiBion,  that' 
He  zuas  at  another  Meeting  of  the  faid  Direflors,  on  the 
z^d  of  the  fume  Months  and  then  drew  up  another  Paper, 
containing  a  full  and  perfedl  Contrail  between  Them, 
(the  Original  of  which  i  in  his  own  Hand-writing, 
isfiillin  Being ;  )  This  is  to  dejire  allPerfom  to  take  No- 
tice of  ity  and  not  to  give  atiy  Credit  to  the  AJfeveratiom 
of  the  faid  Gentleman,  for  the  future »  till  He  hath  fully 
and  clearly  purged  Himfelffrom  this  Charge. 

*  This  Advertifement  was  continued  for f ever  al  Weeks 
together. 


Saturdat 
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Si  bene  quidmemini,  bis  fextus  volmtur  Annus ^ 
Ex  quo  not  a  diu  Gallis,  7iotiJJt??ia  Belgis 
AucTio,  /era  licet y  naftris  tandem  appuUt  oris. 

AucT.  Davis. 

^0    CALEB  D'ANVERS,  £/^; 

Dear  Caleb, 

iEfterday  in  the  Afternoon  I  wenf  to  vifit 
a  Friend,  who  was  diverting  Himfelf 
with  fome  other  Company  at  ^adrille  ; 
and,  in  order  topafs'away  the  Time  till 
their  Game  was  over,  I  took  up  the  Co7i- 
fi derations  concerfiing  the  fublick  Funds, 
which  happened  to  lye  in  the  Window.  Having  di- 
verted Myfelf  with  feveral  PafTages  of  that  exquifite 
Treatife,  particularly  Thofe  relating  to  the  Bank-Con- 
tract, and  theRemiflion  of  the  Two  Millions,  I  at 
laft  came  to  that  curious  Paragraph,  where  the  Author 
tells  us,  that  the  laji  Tear  hath  abounded  with  Au  c  t  i  o  n  s 
in  man'j  Courts  ^Europe  i  where  there  hath  been  Bid- 
ding upon  one  another,  to'fecure  the  AUyances,  in  Cafe  of 
Need.  This  reniarkabla  Paflage  made  fuch  an  Impref- 
fion  on  my  Mind,  that  it  produced  the  following 
Dream,  as  (bon  as  I  went  to  Bed. 

I  fancy'd  Myfelf  walking  under  the  great  Piazza  in 
Covent-Garden  \  where  I  faw  a  Croud  of  Perfons  ot  Dif- 
tinftion  going  into  Mr.  Cock's;  and,  looking  upon  a 
Paper  at  the  Door,  1  found  that  a  choice  and  valuable 

CollfC' 
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Co  Helton  of  the  Maps  of  Eu  rop  e  zuas  goi?ig  to  be  fold 
there  by  Auct  ion.  Having  nothing  elle  to  do,  I  had 
the  Curiofity  to  go  in;  and  the  Auclioti  was  juft  upon 
the  Point  of  beginning,  when  I  enter'd  the  Room  5  but, 
inftead  of  Mr.  Cock  himfelfi  I  wasilirprized  to  fee  a  little 
cirt'i  mem-looking  Fellow ^  fomewhac  like  his  Man  Cay 
fordy  mount  the  Rojlrum  \  and  taking  the  zvoode?!  Hmn- 
mer  in  his  Hand,  in  a  very  awkard  Manner,  proceeded 
to  the  Bufineis,  with  feveral  ridiculous  Gefticulations, 
which  afforded  abundance  of  Mirth  to  all  the  Com- 
pany, like  the  Tricks  of  a  Merry  Andrew,  before  the 
Play  begins. 

The  hril  Article  in  the  Catalogue  was  a  Alap  of  Tus- 
cany, Parma,  and  Placentia,  in  one  Lot;  which 
was  immediately  bid  for  by  a  little  Stripling,  in  a  Party- 
coloured  Habit,  (between  the  French,  Spanijh,  and  Ita- 
lian,) and  though  there  were  many  Bidders  again  ft 
Him,  the  Auctioneer  ibon  gave  xht  final  Stroke,  in  his 
Favour,  with  fuch  a  vifible  Partiality,  that  it  feem'd  to 
be  highly  relented  by  feveral  Perfons  prefent,  of  the  bell 
Figure  and  Quality, 

The  next  Lot  was  a  Alap  of  the  Republick  of  Po- 
land, for  which  there  were  only  tzvo  Bidders  ;  one  a 
venerable  old  Ge?itleman,  and  a  Native  of  that  Kingdom  ; 
the  other  a  yju?ig  Prince,  and  a  Foreigner  ;  who  divided 
the  whole  Room  into  different  Parties,  according  to 
their  refpedlive  Interefts  and  Inclinations.  At  iirll,  it 
was  generally  believed  thztih^  old Gmtlc7nan  would  pre- 
vail ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  actually  knock'' d  down  to  Him  ; 
but  the  other  Competitor  infilled  upon  its  being /•«/  up 
again  ;  in  which  He  was  fecrccly  encouraged  by  the 
Au8ioneer  himfelf,  contrary  to  his  former  Promife  and 
Agreement.  Befides,  it  was  difcover'd  that  the  Au^i- 
i'^z-^r  had  employ 'd  Puff's^  io  raife  the  Price,  and  was 
guilty  oi other  fcandiilous  Practices.  This  enraged  the  old 
Centleman' s  Friends,  who  were  very  numerous  and  pow- 
erful, to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  They  all  declared  their  R(- 
lolution  of  being  revenged.     Accordingly,   one  ofl'hem 

fworc 
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fwore  that,  not  contented  with  TH/cany,  Parma^  and 
Placentia,  (which  had  been  already  let  down  to  his 
Name,  in  the  Auftion-Book )  He  would  have  Naples^  Si*- 
cifyf  the  Cremone/e,  Mantuan^  and  feveral  other  pretty, 
little  Appendages  in  Lombardy.  Another  laid  his  Finger 
upon  the  Milanefe,  or  the  beft  Part  of  it ;  and  a  Third 
(who  is  more  powerful  than  both  the  other  ;  excepting 
their  new  Purchafes,  at  leafi)  gave  broad  Hints  that  the 
Affront,  which  He  had  received  in  being  cheated  of  the 
Map  oi  Poland,  Ihould  be  amply  repaid  in  Thofe  of  Ger» 
many  and  Flanders. 

The  rajhy  filly  Wretch y  in  the  Rojirutn^  was  fo  terri- 
fy'd  at  this  Combufiion-y  (like  Phaeton  of  old,  in  the  Cha- 
riot of  the  Sun)  that  He  fuffer'd  Them  to  lay  violent 
Hands  upon  what  Maps  They  pleafed,  and  enter  their 
Names  as  the  juft  Proprietors  of  them. 

This  occafion'd  as  much  Clamour  and  Difturbance 
on  the  other  Side  ;  who  feeing  the  beft  Part  of  Europe 
canton'd  out,  in  this  Manner,  amongft  the  same  Fa- 
mily, could  not  forbear  expreffing  their  Indignation 
at  it. 

The  poor  'Devil  was  now  in  a  worfe  Scrape  than  be- 
fore ;   and   finding  Difputes   growing  very  high,   his 
next  Expedient  was  to  propofe  an  amicable  Reference ; 
but  This  only  ferved  to  provoke  Them  the  more ;  for 
one  Party   infifted  upon  having  their  own  reftored  to 
Them  ;  the  other  peremptorily  declared  that  They  would 
part  with  nothing  They  had  got ;   and  all  of  Them  con- 
curr'd  in  demanding  by  what  Authority  He  prefumed 
to  parcel  out  the  Kingdoms  of  the  Earth  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner; upon  which  He  produced  a  CommifTion  from  b^  I 
Brother^   who  had  no  more  Right,  or  Pretenfions  tok*  I 
than    Himfelf.     This  exafcerated   Them  beyond   all  j 
Bounds.  —  *'  What,  fay  Tiny^  Ihalla  Couple  of  blunder^  ^ 
"  ing  Fellows,  who  have  thus  ignorantly  confounded  ij 
*♦  all  the  Charts  ^£^ro/^,  arbitrarily  prefume  to  decide  ' 
*<  the  Right  of  the  refpe^ive  Claimants  ?  "  —  Then- 
dragging  the  little,  bufy  Animal  out  of  his  political Pul- 

tit. 
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^//,  to  the  Horfe-Pond',  but  upon  This,  methought,  fuch. 
a  terrible  Uproar  iflued,  that  it  waked  Me  out  of  my 
Dream,  and  obliged  me  to  leave  the  Vifion  unfi- 
niih'd.  A, 

1  a?n,  S  I  Ry  Sec. 
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The  honourable  General  Walfingham,  hath  been  em  • 
ployM,  for  feveral  Weeks  paft,  in  raifmg  new  Batteries 
3gain1l  our  Constitution,  and  repairing  the  Forti- 
ications  of  Dependency.  I  have  fufFer'd  Him  Ki 
proceed  in  ihefe  Works,  without  any  Moleftation  i  be- 
iraule  I  found  them  fo  unskilfully  delign'd,  and  wretch- 
edly executed,  that  1  fhall  have  no  Difficulty  in  level- 
ing them  to  the  Ground,  and  difmo anting  all  his  Can- 
ion,  as  foon  as  the  Time  of  A6lion  approaches.  But 
laving  received  a  Letter,  upon  this  Suhje^,  from  my 
vfephew  Tbeophilus,  to  whom  I  lately  alTign'd  the  Pro- 
/ince  of  encountering  ]\4r.  Waljlngham,  unleis  upon  ex- 
raordiriary  Occnfions^  and  as  the  youfig  Man  hath  ferreted 
he  Ef.'cmy  pretty  well  oat  of  his  Out-works,  I  fhall  take 
his  Opportunity  of  introducing  Him  to  the  Publick. 


To    CALEB 
SIR, 


D'A  NVER-S,    Efqi 


H  E  learned  and  virtuous  Francis  Wal' 
fingha7n,  Efq;  having  at  length  con- 
cluded his  tedious  Jargon  of  Remarks 
Upon  the  late  excellent  Billy  for  Vuniting 
the  Number  of  Of  f  i  c  e  r  s  in  the  Hou  s  e 
OF  Commons,  I  hope  You  will  give 
ne  I^ave  to  take  up  the  Gauntler,  according  to  your 
Vol.  XIV.  H  laie 
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kte  Promifc,  and  try  a  Bout  or  two  with  tJpis  -^oung 
Champion ;  for  I  believe  the  SuhjeB  will  now  excule 
You  to  the  World,  however  defpicable  the  Author  may- 
be. 

I  fhall  not  take  the  Pains  of  running  back  to  his  curi- 
ous Extrafts  from  the  JournaU  of  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
nons,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  nor  to  his 
wife  Refleflions  on  the  Selfdeftying  Ordinance,  during 
the  civil  Wars ;  though  the  Difference  of  Times  and 
Circumftances  fuggefts  a  thoufand  Arguments  againft 
Him  »  even  fuppofmg  the  Proceedings,  in  the  forjner 
Cafe^  to  be  fairly  reprefented,  or  the  Self-den)ing  Ordi- 
nance and  the  late  Bill  to  be  really  parallel ;  -which  is 
very  far  from  being  true  oV either.  I  fhall  leave  thefe 
Points  to  You,  Sir,  ifYou  ihould  ever  think  fit  to  con- 
tend wnYifuch  an  Adverja"^,  and  content  Myfelf  with  a 
few  curfory  Remarks  on  his  *  I  aft  Paper  ;  in  which  He 
fums  up  his  long-winded  Rhapfody,  and  feems  to  care: 
Himfelf  upon  having  knock'd  down  all  the  Arguments 
for  Independency. 

He  prefaces  this  notable  Piece  with  a  moft  lamentable 
Complaint  againft  the  Limitations  of  the  Crown ^  ah- 
jiex'd  to  the  Bill  of  Settlement,  which  he  cdXh  ftrangx 
Conditions  of  Goz-ernment ;  and  applauds  the  Whigs  fb: 
their  IViJdom  and  Temper,  in  accepting  it  on  any  Terms. 
and  zv ailing  for  better  Times  to  review  the  Limitations 
—  But,  it  feems,  They  would  have  much  rather  ac 
cepted  it  without  am^  Conditions^  or  Limitations  at  all 
fuch  as  Thole  for  rendering  Foreigners  incapable 
any  Employment  under  the  Governinent,  and  fecuring  U 
from  the  Danger  and  Expence  of  being  engaged  in  an 
Wars,    on    Account    of  Dotninions  not   belonging  to  th 

Crown  of  thefe  Peahns. What  a  glorious   Set 

Patriots  were     the   Whigs,    according  to   this   worth 
Writer,  for  deligning  to  xiiikt  fuch  a  generous  Prefent 
our  Liberties,  without  any  Referve  ;  and  what  unreafbi" 

*  Daily  Gazetteer,  Aug,  z  i/i. 
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able  Creatures  mail:  the  Tories  be,  to  oppofe  Them  in  ir, 
or  to  infill  upon  any  Security,  for  the  future,  againft 
Ez'ifSf  which  the  Experience  o^ former  Tiir.es  had  taught 
Them  to  apprehend  ?  However,  Mr.  Waljinghanh  let- 
ter limes  luve  been  long  fmce  come,  and  hii  Whigs  have 
had  the  Honour  to  review  thofejlrmrge  Cojiditioiis  of  Go- 
vernment ^  fome  of  which  have  been  actually  repeal'd, 
and  other?,  of  too  hard  Digeilion,  occafionally  qualify ''d 
by  fivernl  good  and  whole fome  Refolutions. 

But  I  muft  do  my  nezu  Antagomfl  the  Juftice  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  good  Earneft,  that  oneofthofe  Limit afmn 
was  really  a  little  too  ftrait-laced.  I  mean  Thar,  which 
would  have  excluded  all  Perfons  in  Office  from  a  Seas 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  after  the  SticceJJton  took  Place. 
TJii:-',  I  fay,  was  too  (iridt,  and  would  have  been  at- 
tended ^with  great  Inconveniences,  at  leaft,  if  nothing 
worfe.  The  Explanation  of  it  therefore,  by  the  4th  of 
Queen  JmiCf  and  chai\ging  the  total  Exchfon  into  a 
limited  one,  was  both  juft  and  proper.  Thus  far,  Mr. 
Waljingham  and  I  are  agreed  ;  for  I  will  never  run  thro' 
:hick  and  thin, ,  meerly  for  the  Sake  of  oppoiing  Him  ; 
hoagh  He  makes  no  Scruple  of  doing  it,  upon  all  Ccca- 
ions,  againft  any  Body,  that  appears  in  the  Caule  of 
liberty,  or  our  Conjlitution. 

By  this  A^  it  is  declared,  that  no  Perfon,  who  fhall 
'  in  his  own  Name,   or  in  the  Name  of  any  other  in 

*  Trull:   for  Him,  hold  any  NEW   Office,  orPLAcr. 

*  OF  Profit  whatsoever  under  the  Crown,  v^'\i\t\\ 
'  at  any  Time  hereafter  fiiall  be  created,  or  ereded,  nor 
'  any  Perfon,  who  ihall  be  a  Co?nmiJponer,  or  Ziib-Com- 
■  miffioner  of  Prizes,  ox  Secretary,  or  Receiver  of  the 

*  Prizes,  nor  any  Comptroller  of  the  Account  cf  the  Ar- 
''  my,  nor  any  CommifJtonerofTravfports,  nor  any  Co7n- 
'  mijjioner  of  the  (ick  and  wounded,  nor  any  Agent  for 

finy  Regiment  ,VlOv  zny  Co?n?niJJi  oner  for  Wine-Licences, 
nor  any  Governor,  or  Deputy  of  any  of  the  Plantations, 
nor  any  CommiJJioner  of  the  Navy,  employ'd  in  any 
of  the  Out-Ports,  nor  any  Perfon  having  any  Pen- 
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**■  sioN  from  }he  Crown,  during  Pkaftire,  ihall  be  cap* 
"  able  of  being  elefted,  or  of  iitting,  or  of  voting,  as  a 
**  Member  of  the  Houfi  of  Com?ncns-,'^\'^''-  <^mz':''^  ; 

Mr.   Walfingham   affirms,  "  that  /J?^// '  i/7«7,  unden 
"  which  the  Succeffion  to  the  Crown  took  Effedl  in  the 
'*  Protefa7tt  Line,  ought  to  be  confider'd  as  a  funda^ 
"  mental  Law  of  the  prefeni  Conftitution^''  —  It  is  cer« 
tainly  a  very  good  Law  ;  and,  perhaps,  there  never  waA 
cne  of  greater  Equity  and  "Juflice  ;  but,  for  my  Part,  \ 
can  fee  nothing  mort  fundamentalin  it  than  in  any  other': 
Law,  under  which  the  fame  Succcffton  took  Eifeft.  How* 
ever,  not  to  wrangle  with  Mr.  Walfingham  dhou.tTermit  \ 
is  there  any  thing  in  the  Nature  of  ^.  fundamental  Lata  I 
ib  very  facred  and  inviolable,  that  it   muft  never  be  aU  j 
/^rVand  amended,  nor  even   ^o  much  as  explained  2irMJL 
in  forced  ?  I  hope  the  Squire  will  be  fo  mode  ft  as  to  own^ 
that  the  Aui  ofSottlement  itfelf  was,  at  lea  ft,   as  funda* 
me?2tal~a  Law  as  the  other ;    and  yet  it  is   well  knowir! 
that  it  went  thro'  feveral  Alterations  and  Amend?ne7its, 
particularly  in  this  very  BUI ;  which  is  intitled,  an  A3 
for  the  beter  Security  of  her    Majejifs  Perfon  and  Go' 
'uernment,  and  of  the  Sue  ces  si  o'i^  to  the  Crown  in 
THE  Protestant  Line.  Nay,  what  is  ftill  farther  tc 
the  Purpole.  He  canr.ot  furely  forget,  that  a  Claufe  in  tht 
Act  of  Settlement,   by  which  all  future  Kings  were  ref- 
train' d from  going  out  of  thefe  Dominions,  without  Con 
jent  of  Parliament,  wasa6lually  repeal'd,  even  after  th< 
Succeffion  took  EJ'eB,  without  any  juft  Imputation,  i 
hope,  of  touching  Funda?nentals. 

The  Qaeftion  therefore  is,  whether  this  fundame?Ua, 
Law,  zsMr.Walfifigham  ftiles  it,  hath  been  duly  ob 
'  ferved  in  all  Parts;  efpecially  with  Regard  to  new  Offkei\ 
Places  in  Truf,  zxAfccret  Penfions.  I  am  fure.  We  hiV'  ( 
had  frequent  Complaints  upon  all  thefe  Heads,  in  for 
mer  Parliaments  ;  and  I  am  afraid  not  always  withoa 
fome  Grounds.  If  no  Perfon  is  capable  of  iitting  an( 
voting  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  hath /^i^j;  Pen 
sio^  from  the  Crozvnf during  Pleafurej  as  this  Law  di 

clare; 


I 


]S^  477.     The  Craftsman.         8^ 

dares,  why  did  o?ie  Hcufe  throw  out  the  Pension  Billj 
which  was   intended  only  to   put   it   in  Force,    by  dif- 
:overing    the    Violators  of  it  ?  Or,  why   was  a  Motion 
focn  afterwards  rejcfted,  in  the  other ->   for  a  Committee 
'0  enquire  into  this  Masters  ?  —  If  7io  Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ought  to  have  any  Place  held  in  Trvfi 
or  Hivty  why  was   io  much  ever-memorable  Dexterity 
■mploy'd  to  elude  the  Defign  of  a  late  Enquiry  into  the 
*rauds  of  the  Ciiftoms  ?  —  Let  Mr.  Walfingham  lay  his 
iand  upon  that  righteous  Heart,  which  overflows  vvith 
b  many  Profeflions   of    difinterefled  Probity^  and   give 
vie  a  fair  Anfwer   to  thefe  Queitious  i   for  if  there  7ic- 
'ir  was  a  Lazu  of  greater  Equity  and  Juitice  than  this^ 
s  He  tells  us  himfelf,  what  Realbn  can  there  be  why  it 
ught  not  to  be  put  in  Execution  ;  or  how  can  That  be 
one,   without  fome   Method   to  deteB  the  Offenders 
gain/}  it  P 

He  then  proceeds  to  another  Claufe^  in  xh^fame  Atiy 
7  which  it  \i  provided,  "  that  if  any  Perfon^  7iot  with- 
in the  Defcription  of  the  former,   Ihall  accept  of  ^.^j 

■  Office  of  Profit  from  the  Crown,  after  He  is  chofen  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  his  Eleftion  fhall 
be  void,  and  a  new  Writ  ftall  iflue  for  a  new  Eleciiony 

■  as  if  fuch  Per/on  was  naturally  dead/*  Upon 
/hich  He  obferves,  "  that  the  Parliament  proceededj 

■  iwthis  AB,  with  that  happy  Moderation,  which  pre- 
ferved  the  Rights  of  the  People,  yet  bounded  the 
Growth  of  Povjer  in  the  Crown-,  for  having  declared 
what  particular  Officers,  in  the  Service  of  the  Crozvn^ 
fhould,  for  the  future,  be  incapable  of  reprefenting the 
People,  They   then  left  the  Bulk   of  Officers,   in  the 

Service  of  the  Publick^  to  the  free  Option  of  the 
People',  who  might  chufc  Them,  as  They  appeared 
to  hz  Men  of  Fortunes  and  Characters,  in  their  re- 
rpedlive  Countries ;  or  might  refufe  Them,  if  They 
accepted  Employments,  contrary  to  the  Setfe  of  their 
I  Eleaors, 

i  Now,   I   would  ask  this  acute  Reajoner,  whether  the 

loroughs  oiCornvjal,  and  feveral  other  Sea-port. 7owr>r, 
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are  left  to  the  free  Option  of  the  People ;   whether  The/ 

,are  generally  reprefented  by  Men  of  Fortunes  and  Cha. 

raffers,  in  their  rejpeBive  Countries ;  or  whether  They 
have  not  too  commonly  been  under  the  abfolute  Difpo- 
fal  of  the  Crown,  or  the  Minijler.  Did  He  never  heai 
of  any  Complaints  from  fome  of  thefe  Boroughs,  (parti 
cularly  Thofe  under  the  Influence  of  the  Docks,  tb 
Navy,  and  the  Admiralty)  that  Perfons  have  been  pub 
\ick\y  threatened  with  the  Lofs  of  their  Bread,  if  The 
prefumed  to  make  a  free  UJe  of  their  Senfes,  upon  thei 
Occafions ;  and  have  not  many  of  Them  adually  loft  it 
for  being  fo  refraflory  as  to  difobey  the  Commands  c  I 
their  fuperior  Oficers  ? 

As  to  the  Provifion,  which  makes  void  the  Seat  ofay. 
Member,  who  accepts  of  an  Employment ;  it  is,  in  a  grej 
Meafure,  rendered  ineffectual  by  the  very  fame  Claujt 
which  makes  Him  capable  of  being  ele^ed  again  j  fc 
every  Body  knows  x^-axfuch  Perfons  are  generally  chofe 
for  the  Boroughs  before-mention  d,  which  cannot  be  pn 
perly  faid  to  have  any  Senfe  of  their  own  ;  or  for  ThoJ 
which  Bimop  Burnet  calls  the  rotten  Part  of  our  Conjt 
tution,  and  will  always  be  liable  to  the  prevailing  Ii 
fluencc  of  publick  Money.  If  any  Perfons  are  gain' 
over  Xq  the  Court  Side,  by  lucrative  Motives,  who  haj 
pen  to  be  chofen  for  Counties,  Cities,  or  great  Copofi 
tions.  They  are  generally  gratify'd  fome  other  Way,  b 
caufe  They  feldon^  care  to  truft  a  new  Ele5iion  ;  ar 
This,  perhaps,  may  be  the  Reafon  why  a  certain  u 
right  Gentle?nan,  feot  to  Parliament  from  a  famous  Ci 
not  far  off,  hath  not  yet  been  dignify 'd  and  diflinguifh'i 
according  to  his  Merit. 

The  Squire  is  farther  pleafed  to  inform  us,  *'  that  tJ 
*'  Difability  of  fuch  Oncers,  by  this  A^,  as  had  n 
**  been  difabled  hy  former  Laws,  was  on  Account 
**  their  being  immediately  employ'd  in  collecting  Tax 
*■  on  the  Peopled  —  I  fhould  likewife  be  glad  tokno 
any  particular  Reafon,  why  Thofe  in  the  Dijlributwn 

^  the  Revenue  ought  not  to  be  excluded,  as  well  as  ti 
Others  i  I  mean  the  little  Clerks  and  petty  Officers,  wl 

ha 
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have  been  rometimes  feen  fitting  Cheek  by  Joul  with 
their  Mafiers^  as  Eqaals  in  the  Houfe  of  Co?nmons^  and 
fometimes  (landing  bare-headed  behind  their  Chairs,  like 
Lacqueys,  in  their  refpeBive  Offices. 
:.  He  tells  us,  indeed.  "  that  the  whole  Kingdom  ac- 
f*  quieiced  'ixi  fuch  Limitations  as  this  Lazv  had  declared. 
They  faw  it  was  not  in  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  to 
*'  imreafe  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

**  mons, For  the  reil,   They   were  perfedly  fatiC- 

**  fy'd  that  the  Navy,  the  Army^  and  the  Adminift ration 
**  of  Affairs  ihould  be  in  the  Hands  oi  their  ozL'?t  Repre- 
**  fentatizies.  " — For  my  Parr,  I  have  feen  nothing  like 
fuch  a  national  Acquiefcence,  as  long  as  I  can  remember  ; 
unlefs  He  means  that  the  People  have  not  proceeded  to 
Force  ;  and  if  They  were  fatisfy'd,  at  firft^  that  the  Na- 
vy, the  u4r;ny  and  the  Ad7ni-ni ft  ration  iliould  not  be  ex- 
cluded. That  is  no  Reafon  why  They  ought  not  to  be  fo 
at  prefent,  according  to  his  own  Way  of  Reafoning  ; 
for  He  admits,  "  that  as  a  long-continued  War  had  in-: 
"  creafed  the  Number  of  Officers,  in  all  the  Branches  of 
*'  the  publick  Service,  _/^w^  Reftraint  feemM  neceiTary, 
"  ^ndfome  Izcapacities'yi'^'i  th&t  the  People  might  not 
*'  be  aggrieved  by  the  Multiplication  of  Employments. '''' 
— Now,  if  the  Circumftances  of  iAffairs,  iince  that 
Time,  have  produced  other  Reafons  of  the  fame  Kind, 
{orae  farther  Reflraints  and  Incupacities  are  equally  juft  j 
and  1  would  ask  this  nice  fplitter  of  Hairs,  whether  our 
Confiitutton  was  fo  exaftly  fix'd  and  bounded  by  tlie  A£l 
of  ^een  Anne,  that  it  hath  admicced  of  no  Alteration 
fmce  ?  Will  He  fay,  in  Particular,  that  the  Parliament^ 
who  pafs'd  this  AB,  could  poflibly  forefee  that  We 
fhould  continue  to  keep  difanding  Army^  for  fo  ;nany 
Years  of  Peace,  of  thirt^^  or  forty  thoufand  Men  ;  ( in 
England  and  Ireland,  all  the  Officers  of  which  vaft  Bo- 
dy are  capable  of  fitting  and  voting  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons  P  Befides,  Mr.  Walfngha?n  is  guilty  of  a  grofs 
Fallacy,  when  He  tells  us,  "  that  it  is  not  in  the  Power 
**  of  the  Crown,  to  increafc  the  Number  of  Officers  in 

^     "  the 
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*'  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  becaufe  all  new  Offices  are  ex- 
"  eluded,"  it  being  ftill  in  their  Power  to  do  This,  by 
croud ing  in  a  Glut  of /////^  Under/Wrappers ^  upon  the  old 
Efiablifljment 'i  of  whom,  God  icnovvs,  there  are  Num- 
bers enough,  in  this  Kingdom,  to  fill  the  zvhole  Houfe 
five  or  fix  Times  over,  I  mention  This  the  rather,  be- 
caufe I  believe  it  would  be  found,  upon  Enquiry,  that 
it  is  a  Pra6lice,  which  hath  increafed  upon  Us,  of  late 
Years,   to  a  very  great  Degree,  —  But  to  proceed  ; 

Notwithftanding  the  general  Acqu'iefcence  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  under-^efe  Limitations,  We  are  told,  in 
the  Ytry  next  Paragraph,  that  the  Whigs  themfelves 
moved  for  a  farther  Limitation,  in  the  Year  1 709  ; 
That  is,  jull  five  Tears  after  this  fundamental  A5i  was 
pafs'd.  "  Ay,  but  This  was  done,  fays  the  modeji 
*'  Squire i  by  way  o's  juft  Retaliation  upon  the  Tories, 
"  who  had  the  fhamelefs  Front  to  oppofe  it,  in  their 

ozun  Time  of  Power ^"^ I  hope  none  of  thefe  Whigs 

have  been  guilty  oitnQfame  Inconfijlency  fince,  nor  will- 
ever  have  t\\Q.f>amelefs  Front  to  copy  after  the  Tories, 
fhould  They  throw  it  back  again  upon  thefe  Whigs,  in 
their  own  Time  of  Power  i  for  then,  I  am  afraid  **  it 
will  be  rehearfed  by  Pollerity,  as  this  admirable  Orator 
•*  expeffes  it,  with  equal  Wonder  and  Indignation, 
**  on  both  Sides. 

He  then  launches  out,  with  laudable  Severity,,  ac- 
cording to  Cuilom,  againll  the  Court-Party  of  thofe 
Times  ;  "  whofe  Corruption  was  fo  flagrant,  and  their 
*'  Iniquities  fo  enormous,  that  the  Mercenaries  of  that 
♦*  Adminiftration  had  not  opJy  Jlariding  Penfions,   but 

"  Bribes  for  every  fingle  Fote.^' -Nay,  I   alTure. 

You,  Sir,  that  He  hath  Bifhop  Burnefs  Authority  for 
what  He  fays ;  which  cannot  be  retorted  upon  any 
Court-Party,  or  the  Mercenaries  of  any  AdminiJhation» 
jfince  that  Time. 

What  an  happy  Thing  is  it  for  thefe  Writers  and 
their  Patron,  that  there  ever  was  fuch  a  Set  of  Men  as 
Tories  in  the  Nation  j.  for  whatever  Mifchief  They  imj 

have 
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have  formerly  done,  They  have  certainly  been  of  excel- 
lent Ule,    for  many  Years  paft  ;  not  only  by  covering  a 
.Multitude  of  Sins,  bntfuppljing  a  total  Defciency  of  Ar- 
\  gument^   upon  all  Occaiions. 

At  length  Mr.  /^^?/////g,^^-w  comes  to  the  Point,  and 
tells  us,  '*  that  We  are  now  to  judge  of  the  important 
*•  Qaellion  ;  whether  the  Number  of  Officers  in  the 
*<  Houfe  of  Commons  is  not  already  fufficiently  limited ; 
**  and  whether  We  ought  not  to  remain  fatisfyd  with  the 
"  Laws  in  Being."  —  I  own  This  to  be  a  true  State  of 
the  Queftion  ;  and  will  put  the  Iffue  of  the  Controverfy 
upon  it.  Mr  Walfnghatn  feems  to  admit,  towards  the 
latter  End  of  his  Paper,  that  it  is  pojfble  for  the  Crown 
to  proziidefor  near  Half  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  which, 
with  the  conilant  Tribe  of  Hopers,  Candidates  for  Ho- 
noursy  Ribons,  vacant  Places^  and  fecret  Pe?ifons,  be- 
lides  party  and  perfonal  Attachments,  will  always  fecure 
a  Majority^  unlefs  upon  fome  very  extraordinary  Qc- 
cafon. 

The  good  Squire  aiFefts  a  dreadful  Apprehenfion  that, 
if  any  fuch  Bill  fhould  pafs,  all  the  great  E employments 
in  the  Government  would  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Lords  ;  and  confcquently  that  They  would  by  Degrees 
become  an  Over-Match  for  the  Commons..  But  This  is 
nothing  to  the  Purpofe ;  for  the  QueRion  is  not  about  ■ 
difabling  all  Members  of  the  Houfe  cf  Cojnmons  from 
holding  Officesy  but  limiting  the  "Number  ;  in  which 
Limication  \k\.z  greater  Offices  might  all  be  allow'd  tena- 
ble with  a  Seat  in  that  Houje  ;  and  li  little  Clerks,  and 
other  low  Officers  were  excluded,  would  fuch  Places  go 
into  the  Hand?  of  the  Lords  ?  There  is  no  Defign  of  ex- 
cluding the  great  Pofts,  which  give  Weight  and  Sup- 
port to  the  Government,  and  mull  fall  to  the  Share  of 
Men  of  Rank,  and  great  Fortune  ;  but  to  prevent  an  In- 
undation Q^ paltry  Upjlarts,    in  minifterial  Offices. 

T\iQ.modeJl  Ej'quire  is  fo  fenfible  of  This  himfelf,  that 
He  endeavours  to  evade  the  Point  by  an  Argument  fa 
tjiiling  and  fophiftical,  that  it  deferves  no  Anfwer. 

But 
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But  He  tells  us,  "  that  the  Objedion  of  Depetidenee 
**  071  the  Crown,  arifiDg  from  Trujfs  of  this  Nature^  'is 
*'  invidious,  and  is  not  true  ;  for  a  Gentleman  of  one  thou- 
*■''  /and  Pounds  per  Annum,  in  his  own  Right,  will  never 
**  leiTen  the  Security  of  his  Eftate,  on  any  Confiderati-. 
"  on,  even  oi  double  the  Sum,   enjoy VI   from  Year  to 

"  Year  by  Favour.^'' This  may   be   partly  true, 

and  partly  falfe,  but  is  all  Prevarication  ;  for  though 
no- Gentlemen,  in  their  Sen  fes,  would  give  up  zthcut; 
f and  Pounds  a  Tear,  in  their  own  Right,  at  once,  for,. 
double  the  Sum,  held  by  Favour ;  Experience  fhews, 
that  many  of  Them  may  be  induced  to  lacriiice  Part  of 
ihar  yearly  Income,  for  a  Sum  more  than  equivalent  to. 
what  They  facriFxed,  though  inferior  to  the  zohoh 
Produce  of  their  Eftates.  I  mull  here  defire  Mr.  Wal- 
fingham  to  lay  his  Hand  once  more  upon  his  Heart, 
and  anfwer  the  following  Queftions.  Did  He  never, 
hear  of  any  Mejfages,  or  even  perfonal  Commands 
upon  Men  in  Office,  to  vote  according  to  Diredlion,  upon 
certain  Occajions  ?  Have  not  feveral  Perfons  publickly 
declared,  by  Way  of  Apology  for  their  Condu£l,  that 
They  would  not  have  vot^d^^r  fuch  a  Bill,  or  agai?ij} 
ftich  a  Propofal,  had  it  not  been  on  this  Account  ?  Have 
notfome  Men  in  Office  had  a  Licence,  now  and  then, 
for  the  Sake  of  Popularity,  to  vote  againft  the  Court  ; 
and  have  not  Others  complain'd  that  They  were  not 
allow'd  tYi^fame  Liberty  ?  Have  no  Perfons  loft  Pcgi- 
ment).  Flags,  and  other  Preferments,  of  which  They 
were  either  pofFefs'd,  or  to  \yhich  They  were  juftly  en- 
titled, for  afling  according  to  their  Conjciences  j  and  is 
it  to  be  fuppofed  that  no  Others  have  been  prevail'd  up- 
on to  adl  againil  them,  hy  fuch  Examples  F 

Mr.  Walfingham  feems  refolved,  at  iail,  to  Ihew  his 
Learning,  and  infoims  us,  "  that  the  Roman  Common- 
**  wealth  was  attended  with  perpetual  Struggles  on  *this 
**  very  Point,  that  the  People  might  Ihare  xht  great  Of- 
"  fees  with  the  Nobility  ;  and  that  They  gain  d  con- 
"  tiimally  mthefe  Contejlil" ^^-^^  Very  true ;  bu<t  who 

had 
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had  the  Dilpolition  of  thefe  great  Offices  ?  Why  the 
People.  The  tribunes  were,  properly  fpeaking,  the 
Reprejentatiz'es  of  the  People,  andchofen  by  Themfelves. 
The  Confuls  had  the  executive  Power,  excepting  when 
a  Dilator  was  created  j  and  the  People,  by  Degrees, 
made  Themfelves  capable  of  this  high  Office,  as  well 
as  all  others.  That  is.  They  obtainM  a  Share  in  the 
executive  Power,  as  well  as  the  legijlative.  But  is  This 
parallel  to  the  Cafe  ol  England,  v<i\izxt  x)iiz  executi-de 
Power  is  in  07ie  Hand,  who  hath  the  Power  of  influ- 
encing the  Peoples  Reprefentatives  by  the  Difpolition  of 
all  Places,  Honours  and  Rewards  ? 

I  could  eaiily  fpin  thefe  Remarks  into  a  much  greater 
Length  ;    but  I  am  afraid  that  I  have  already  tranf- 
grefs'd  too  far  in  my  iirft  EfTay  ;  and  fhall  therefore 
conclude  with  obferving  that  Mr.   Walfingham'z  whole 
Argument   (  if  I  may  call  fiich  wretched  Sophiftry  by 
that  Name  )  is  built  upon   a    falfe  Poftulatum,  that  the 
late  Bill  was  intended  to  exclude  all  Officers  out  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  whereas,  in  Truth,  it  was  only  to 
incapacitate  a  Parcel  o^  little  Fellozus,  and  prevent  their 
overpowering  Gentlemen,  ofthebeft  CharaHers  and  For- 
tunes in  the  Kingdom. 
I  am,  SIR, 
Tour  dutiful  Nephew,  and  humble  Servafit, 
A.  The.  D'anversv 


SATURDAY 
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Some  Remarks  on  that  Part  of  the'  Argument  con- 
'^^cerning  our  ancient  /^I'^i  modern  Consti- 
\;   TUTio^,  which  relates  to  the  ANTi(>yiTY  of 

i   i^ARtlAMENtS. 

HERE  is  not  a  more  filly  Ambition, 
as  a  late  excellent  Writer  obferves,  than 
That  of  having  the  laflWord  in  a  Difi 
fiite.  The  only  jull  End  of  ail  polemi- 
cal Writing  is  to  clear  up  fome  important 
Point,  which  is  either  really  doubtful  in 
itfelf,  or  hath  been  made  the  Subjeft  of  Litigation  ;  an<i 
when  the  P^r//>;  on  ^6>?i' 5"?^^ j  have  produced  the  beft  r 
Arguments  They  are  able  for  their  diS-erent  Opinions, 
xtiQ  Publick  muit  be  left  to  decide  between  Them.  AH 
beyond  This  is  meer  Cavilling  l  and,  inftead  of  inform- 
ing the  World,  ferves  only  to  lead  Them  farther  into 
the  Dark.  People  of  captious  Difpofitions,  and  with 
very,  fmall  Abilities,  may  wrangle  eternally  upon  any 
Subjeft,  and  keep  a  Controverfy  alive,  by  perlbnal  Al- 
tercations, perpetual  Repetitions  of  the  fame  Thing, 
or  running  off  to  ^eflionSy  that  are  quite  foreign  to 
the  original  Difpute. 

This  is  fb  exadly  the  Cafe  of  our   late  Contcft  about 
the  Antiquity  ^  Pjl  r  l  i  a  M  e  n t  s  in  England^  tha 1 1  am  ' 
refolved  to  put  a  iinifhing  Hand  to  it,   by  giving  my 
Readers  a  true  State  of  the  Point  in  Debate,  and  fub- 
mitting  it  to  their  impartial  Determination.  | 

This  Gontroverfy  was  occafion'd   by  the  following 
fojitionsj  amongft  others  of  the  fame  Nature  and  Ten- 
dency, 
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lencjr,  which  I  fhall  quote  verbatim  from  their  refpec^ 
he  Authors. 

Mrs.  Osborne  afTerted,  "  *  that  the  People  of 
'  Enghtidy   by  our  antient  Consitution,   were 

*  Slaves    by  Law  established;    and  that  the 

*  Parliaments,  of  thofe  Days,  were  neither  cho- 
'  fen  by  the  People,  nor  compofed  of  the  People. 

She  was  afterwards  feconded  in  thefe  Affertions  by 
'nother  Writer  on  the  fame  Side,  of  a  much  more  ele- 
vated Rank;  who  told  us,  *'  f  that  the  Birth  of 
'  real  Liberty,  in  this  Kingdom,  is  of  no  older  a 

*  Date  than  from  the  Abdication  of  King  James  the 
'  2d ;  or,  at  fartheft,  from  the  Refforation. 

In  Anfwer  to  thefe  Pofitions,  which  ftruck  at  the  fun- 

amental  Principles  of  our  Government,  I  have  proved 

om  the  bejl  Writers,  and   mofi  antient  Records,  ( the 

ily  Authorities  in  fuch  a  Cafe)  that  our  Anceftors,  in 

le  Saxon  Times,  were  a  free  People,  and  aftually  pof- 

fs'd  a  Share  in  the  Legiflature ;  that  neither  this  Right, 

3r  the  Exercife  of  it,  were  totally  abolifli'd  by  Wil/ia?^ 

ie  ly?,  commonly  call'd  the  Conqueror,  or  any  of  his 

icceiTors,  by  any  publick  A<^   on   their  Part,   or  anv 

cfiion  on  the  Side  of  the  People ;  that   whatever  In- 

ingements  may  have  been  made  on  this  Right,  by  fe- 

:ral  of  our  antient  Kings,   or  however   the  Form  of 

,  nvening  and  holding  P-^r/r'/?/;'/^;///  may   have  vary'd, 

I  Courre  of  Time,  tl^  People  have  always  made  a  Part 

"  them,  either  perfonally,  or   by  Reprefentation  ;  that 

long  ago  as  King  Johns,  Reign,  this  Right  of  the 

^ople  was  folemnly  recognized    by  the  great  Charter ; 

d  tho'  it  is  Matter  of  Difpute,  Vvhether  any  Parlia- 

'nt  was  regularly  caird,  according    to  the  Terms  of 

e  Charter,  either  in  that  or  tlie  next  Reign,   it  is  cer- 

n  that  tzvo  Knights  wcrereturn'd  for  each  County,  as 

Vol.  XIV.  1  They 

*  Lond.  Journal,  March  i6,  1733-4. 
t  Antient  and  modern  Liberty  fated  and  compared  ; 
.  5.  4^' 
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They  are  at  ptefent,  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  ift  \ 
from  which  Time,  as  Mr.  Rapin  obferves,  We  have  at, 
tininterrupted Series  of  all  the  Parliaments  held  in  En^-^ 
land ;  That  is,  for  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  Tedrsl 
The  fame  Author  tells  us  farther,  that  the  Confiitutiin 
ef  thefe  Affemblies,  fuch  as  it  is  at   this  Day^  was  f 
well  fettled  in  this  Reign,  that  there  was  an  additions 
haw  made  to  the  %rcAt  ChzneTi  l^y  which  it  was  enaSet 
jhat  no  Tax  fiould  be  levfd  upon  the  ?cQpie,  witheu 
the  Confent  of  the  Commons.  '  .v.;t,;  >.  '^>i^\:^^. 

This  is  all  that  I,  or  any  other  Writer  mt\ie  Craflj 
man,  as  far  as  I  can  recollefl,  ever  advanced  concerr 
ing  the  Jntiquity  of  our  Parliament s,  and  what  I  appr< 
hend  to  be  fufiieiently  proved. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  hath  been  faid,  byWayM 
Reply.  •    '' 

In  the  firfl  Place,  We  are  told  that  although  thfe: 
y^^xt  certain  Affemblies,  in  antient  Times,  called  Pai 

IvIAMENTS,     or    GREAT      COUNCILS      OF     THE    N. 

TioN  ;    yet  They  confilled  only  of  the  King,  tj 

Church  and  the  Barons;   by  the  laft  of  whi( 

They  would  have  us  underftand  Babies,  Peers  of  t 

Healm,  or  Lords  of  Parliament,  as  They  are  now  callV 

tho*  nothing  is  plainer  from  our  Hiftory  and  Recor 

than  that  the  Word  Barons,   generally  fpeaking,  had 

quite  different  Meaning,  in  former  Times-,  and  fignif) 

jio  more  -than  Lords  of  Manors,  or  Gentlemen  of  gn 

landed  Eft ates.     The  Dillindion  o^  greater  and  /(/ 

Barons,   from  whence  our  prefent  form  of  Nobility 

originally  derived,  did  not  take  Place  till  the  Reign 

'KSngJohn,  or  fometime  before,  when  the  greater  1 

ronswcvQ  firft  call'd   up  to  Parliament  by  Writ ;  a 

the  Method  of  creating  Them  by  Letters  Patent  ( 

not  come  into  Ufe  till  almoft  two  hundred  Tears  afi 

wards.     It  is  ridiculous  therefore  to  conclude  that   ' 

y^o^h  had  no  Share  in  the  Parliaments  of  thofe1in< 

becaufe   the   Gentlemen,  who  compofed   them,  w  ' 

cd^V^d  Barons  \  as  the  Members  efoxiT  Cingue-Ports 
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at  prefent,  and  a«  feveral  other  Reprefentatives  of  C///>x 
and  Boroughs  formerly  were.  But  it  is  iiill  more  ab- 
furd  to  argue  that  our  Anceftors  had  no  Right  to  a 
Share  in  the  Legijlature,  by  our  antient  Saxon  Confiitu- 
tioriy  even  fuppofing  it  to  be  true  tliat  feveral  of  our 
Kings,  fince  the  Conqueft^  had  abfolutely  deprived  Them 
of  the  Exercife  and  Enjoyment  of  it^  for  a  Courie  of 
Time. 

Again,  it  is  faid,  that  when  We  meet  with  the  Words 
Populus,  Populus  unwerfusj  Commmiitas  Angli^e^  and 
the  like,  in  our  antient  Hiitories,  as  fummonM  to 
Parliarnenty  We  are  not  to  underftand  them  of  the 
People,  according  to  the  prefent  Sen  fe  of  thole  Words; 
becaufe  Property  w^as  then  in  much  fewer  Hands  than. 
it  is  at  prefent,  and  confequentiy  the  Co?nmons  could 
not  have  fo  large  a  Share  in  the  Legifinture  as  They  have 
now.  But  if  the  Word  Barons  muft  be  underilood  to 
bear  the  fame  Senfe,  in  former  Times,  that  it  does  now, 
according  to  their  Argument ;  why  fhould  not  the  Word 
Populus,  and  efpecially  Populus  univerfus,  or  Populus 
totius  Anglia  ?  It  is  a  little  hard,  methinks,  to  male 
Ufe  of  fuch  a  double-edged  Weapon  againll  us,  which 
cuts  either  Way,  and  will  hardly  admit  of  any  De- 
fence. They  ought  to  compound  the  Matter,  at  lead, 
and  not  claim  fuch  an  arbitiary  interpretation  of  Words, 

\Xi  their   own  F^zvcur. Befide?,   according   to   this 

Way  of  Reafoning,  it  might  be  proved  that  the  People 
of  England y  ibi6lly  fpeaking,  ha\c  but  a  fmall  Share  in 
the  Legijlature  at  prelent,  and  are  not  governM  by 
Laws  of  their  czvn  making ;  which  hath  always  been 
look'd  upon  as  the  moil  fundamental  Article  of  popular 
Liberty^  and  the  peculiar  Happinefs  of  our  Cofijiituticn, 
This,  I  fay,  might  be  eafily  proved,  if  fuch  Arguments 
as  the  miniftcrial  Writers  have  advanced  upon  this  Stib- 
je^  will  hold  good  ;  for  a  very  great  Majority  of  the 
People^  through  the  whole  Kingdom,  have  no  Right, 
by  our  prefent  Conjlitution^  cither  Xo  ft  in  Parlia- 
ment, or  to  give  their  Votes  for  a  Reprefentative  of 

I  I  any 
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4ny  QovTHTY,  City,  or  CoRPonATroN.  — -I  men- 

^ipn^Ttxis  only  to  ihew  the  Folly  of  thefe  Wriurs,  and 
^o  ;y:hat  Abfurdities  They  might  be  driven,  if  their 
j^rgMments  fhould  be  pulh'd  as  far  as  they  will  go.  The 
I^Ointin  Bifputeis,  u-hether  the  People  of  England  /^^^ 
mtieniiy  any.Sbnre  in  the  LegiJIature^^Li^d  not  concern- 
ing the  Degree  of  it,  or  the  "Number  oflhofey  who  €±- 
ercifed  it ;  though  I  own  Thefe  to  be  happy  Alterations 
tbrthe  Security  of  our  Liberties  and  Properties.  For 
i;^:e  fame  Reafon,  I  heartily  wilh  that  the  Number  of 
Freehdiders  may  not  be  decreajQng,  at  prefent,  amongft 
vSi  by  the  -Burthen  of  Taxes  on  one  Side,  ajid  exorbi* 
taut  Gains  on  the  other.    .  ;.^  v   \  ijit.  'y\^j\^^   --a-^  'i 

We  have  likewije  been  \g^  into  a  ftrange,  w3d-goofe 
Ghafe,  about  the  natural  Rights  g/ Mankind ',  in  which 
every  Individual  of  the  whole  Creation  is  equally  con- 
cern'd'j  all  the  wretched  Slaves  oi  Afia,  Africa  and 
America y  as  much  as  the  more  happy  People  oi Europe ; 
and  every  one  of  Themy  as  much  as  Ourfelves  -,  for  I 
am  ready  to  agree  with  that  profound  Reafoner,  Mrs, 
Oihrne,  that  all  Mankind  have  the  fame  natural  Right 
to  Liberty ;  but  does  She  think  that  dd  Conjiitutionst  fo- 
Jcmnly  eilablifh'd,  and  frequently  confirmM  by  Com" 
faffs  ivith  cur  Gorerncrs,  acid  no  Weight,  or  give  no 
^2.r.&iQa  10  xkQ  Lazu  cf  Nature  ?  If  This  is  the  Cafe, 
where  is  the  Benefit  of  any  legal Infiikitions  ;  or  why 
w^as.fo  muchTrcafure  expended,  and  fo  much  Blood 
fpik,  to  obtain  Magna  Charta,  the  Habeas  Corpus  A£i^ 
SivAxhQ  Bill  of  Rights? 

It  hath  iikewife  been  objefted  that  We  exclude  all  re- 
ligious Liberty  o\xt  of  our  general  Idez  o^  Liberty y  and 
that  there  was  no  fuch  Thing,  under  om  antient  Con- 
Jlitution  ;  but  This  is  fo  foolifh  a  Cavil,  and  indeed 
comes  from  {o  mean  an  Hand,  that  I  am  almoft  afhamed 
to  take  any  Notice  of  it,  andihould  intirely  pafs  it  over 
in  Silence,  if  it  had  not  been  frequently  repeated  in  the 
new  Gazette,  I  ihall  therefore  beftow  only  a  curibry 
Remark  or  two  upon  it.     Audi  fr ft,  it  is  evident  to 

•     ,  any 
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any  Man,  of  common  Senfe,  that  our  Argument  natu- 
rally led  us  to  the  Confideration  of  the  civil  Part  of  our 
CoHj}ltutio?t ;  and  particularly  That,  which  relates  to 
the  Antiquity  of  Parliaments.  '^\3X^.  fecondl)\  if  by  r^- 
ligiom  Liberty  is  meant  the  Liberty  of  diffenting  front  the 
eJlabUjh'd  Religion^  as  the  Words  of  our  Author  plainly 
import ;  the  Reafon  why  there  was  no  fuch  Liberty y  in 
thofe  Times,  feems  to  be,  that  the  whole  Kingdom  was? 
then  of  tlie  fame  Opinion,  with  Regard  to  religious- 
Matters  ;  and  therefore  nobody  defired  ii,  or  contended 
for  it.  Poper'j  was  eftablifli'd  in  this  Ifland  with.  C/^j/?/- 
anity  itfelf,  and  continued  to  be  the  only  Relight  for 
many  Ages  afterwards ;  which  ought  to  be  imputed  to 
(tit  general  Ignorance  of  th<ife  Times ,  rather  than  to  any 
Defeil  in  our  Conjiitution .  Our  Anceilors  were  rather 
Bigots  than  Slaves  ;  or  Slaves^  at  leaft,  in  Principle  and 
Faithy  as  well  as  Law.  There  was  no  Occafion  for  Li- 
berty of  Conjcience,  as  to  thofe  Points,  till  the  Confciences 
of  Men  were  divided  about  them  ',  which  did  not  happen 
till  the  Revival  of  Learning  began  to  open  their  Eyes, 
and  at  Length  produced  the  Reformation.  It  would, 
therefore  be  as  good  an  Argument  againll  our  antient 
Conjiitution,  to  fay  that  there  was  no  fuch  Thing  as  the 
Liberty  of  the  Press,  before  the  Art  of  Printing 
was  invented  ;  for  the  violent  Proceedings  of  fome 
Reigns  fince  the  Refor7natien,  upon  a  religious  Account, 
do  not  afiedl  our  prefent  Queftion  about  antient  Li- 
hert"^. 

it  is  admitted,  by  Dame  Osborne,    "  that  Mr.  Sydney, 

i"  of  immortal  Mem.ojy,   who  thoroughly  underftood 

I"  xhQ  Principles    of  Liberty,  znd.  feveral   other  Whig- 

••  Writers,  whom  I  quoted,  laboured  to  prove  the  Free- 

*•  dom  of  the  antient  Conftitution,  and   the  Antiquity  of 

j"  Parliaments.''^     Nay,  She  adds,  that  it  was  well 

MEANT  ;  but  They  were  all  mijlaken,  in  her  Opinion  ; 

orraiher,  as  She  feems  to  intimate,  it  was  only  3i  pious 

Fraud,  madeUfe  of,  at  that  Time,  againft  the  arbitrary 

Dtjj^ns  of  the  Court;  but  there  being  no  jull  Grounds 

I  3  to 
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to  apprehend  any  fucb  Dejigns  at  prefent.  She  treats  it 
as  a  monftrous  Piece  of  Wickednefs  to  preach  up  thefe 
DoBrines  any  longer ;  and  tells  us,  with  as  much  Con- 
fidence as  if  She  held  a  perfonal  Correlpondence  with 
Mr.  Sydney  in  his  Grave,  that  if  He  had  lived  in  thefe 
Days,  He  zvould  never  have  wrote  his  Book. 

After  all  thefe  Abfurdities,  Subterfuges  and  Prevarica- 
tions, She  rambles  at  lall  into  ?i  formal  Defence  of  tht 
Revolution,    againft  the    Dissertation    upotj 
Parties;  though  {tit  Author  of  that  mafierly  Pieci 
hath   defended   the  Revolution  with  more  Strength  o 
Argument,  and  better  Succefs,  than  any  other  Writei 
whatfoever ;  for  He  hath  not  only  juftify'd  the  Means 
by  which  it   was  brought    about,    on  the  moft  folic 
Grounds ;  as  well  as  explained  the  Defgn  of  it,  in  th 
cleareft  Manner ;  and  recommended    the  Completion  o 
fo  glorious  a  Work,  by  the  moft  forcible   Reafons;   bu 
hath  likev/ife  reconciled  great  Numbers  of  Perfons  to  i; 
who  had  formerly  entertain'd  fome  Prejudices  again 
it,  and  coniirm*d  Others  in  thofe   good   Impreffion 
which  They  had  already  begun   to  receive.     This 
know  to  be  true,  within  the  narrow  Compafs  of  m 
own  Acquaintance ;  and  I  am  informed,  hy  very  goo 
Authority,  that  it  hath  had   the  fame  happy   Effe(5l! 
in  feveral  diftant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.     I  wifh  tl: 
lame  could  be  faid,  with  Truth,    of  any  Produftioh 
on  the  other  Side ;  for  That  would  do  the  prejent  I 
fiablijhmeni  iniinitely    more  Service  than  all   their  fo 
did  Adulation  to  Minijlers  and  Treaty  Mongers.  —  Bi 
to  return. 

What  hath  all  the  trite,  empty  Stuff"  about  the  R 
volution,  with  which  Another  Osborne  hath  lately  fill 
her  Papers,  to  do  with  the  prefent  Argument?  Wl 
hath  ever  faid  that  the  antient  Confitution  was  bettc 
in  all  Refpedls,  than  the  modern  %  or  that  it  was  n 
confiderably  improved,  in  many,  by  the  Revolution 
I  am  fure,  no  fuch  Pofiiion  hath  been  ever  laid  cjs^ 
in  any  of  theje  Papers,  either  by   the  Differtator  up 

Partii 
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Parties,  or  My/elf',  but  the  direft  contrary  hath  been 
often  aflerted  and  maintain'd  by  Botb,  The  only  PiF- 
ference  between  U>,  and  i\i^,miniJferiallFriteny  con- 
fifls  in  This ;  that  They  date  all  our  real  Liberty  from 
the  Revolution,  as  its  original  Mxz,  and  fet  us 
forth  as  a  Nation  of  Slaves,  by  Law  eJlabUJh''d,  before 
that  Time ;  whereas  We  look  upon  it  only  as  a  Re- 
nezoal  of  our  antient  Conftttution,  or  a  SuperJiruSlure 
built  on  the  fame  Foundations  of  Liberty.  We  have 
faid,  indeed,  that  this  Fa  brick  is  not  perfectly  finiftiM, 
but  ftill requires  fome  additional  Works,  to  fecure.it 
Agiinii  internal  Fraud,  as  well  as  external  Force ;' or, 
in  other  Words,  that  a  new  Sort  of  Power  hath  fprung 
ip,  iince  the  Revolution,  by  the  Difpofition  of  an  in- 
numerable Multitude  of  Places*  which  hath  already 
more  than  equalled  the  antient  Power  of  the  Crown,  in 
any  former  Reign,  and  tends  more  eSeftually  to  the 
Deftru6lion  of  our  Confitution.  This  is  an  Evil,  which 
hath  been  complained  of,  for  many  Years  paft,  by  all 
the  bejl  Advocates  of  Liberty,  as  well  as  the  Dijferta- 
tor  upon  Parties ;  and,  as  it  continues  to  grow  upon  us, 
llands  in  Need  of  fome  immediate  Remedy. 

Befides,  it  leems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted,  by 
all  the  minifterial  Writers  upon  this  SubjeB,  that  the 
antient  Power  i?/ Prerogative  was  intirely  aboli/h'd 
at  the  Revolution ;  and  chat  the  Crown  hath  nothing 
now  left,  to  ballance  the  other  Parts  of  the  Leglfature, 
but  the  Difpofition  of  Places.  Mrs.  Osborne  aflerts 
This  exprefly,  in  her  Paper  of  Auguft  the  i6th  j  wher€ 
She  tells  us,  that  the  King  hath  nozu  no  Preroga- 
tive ;  and,  in  another  Place  of  the  fame  Paper,  that 
our  Freedom  frotn  the  K  i  n  g*s  P  r  e  r  o  g  a  t  i  v  e  was  net 
only  claim'd,  but  effe<5lually  aiferted  and  fecufed  by  the 
Revolution.  This  Point  therefore,  which  I  have 
often  promifed  to  confider,  fhall  be  the  Subjed  of 
Ibme  future  Papers. 
;,;,  But  I  cannot  conclude  the  prefent.  without  expref- 
fing  my  Satisfaftion  at  an  Article  in  the  News-Paper.", 

whilll 
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whilft  this  Difpute  was  on  Foot  j  vix,  that  his  Rc-^al 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wa  l  e  s  had  order'd  a  fine  Sta- 
tue of  King  Alfred  to  be  made  for  his  Gardens  in 
Pall-mall,  with  a  Latin  Infcription  ;  in  which  it  is 
particularly  faid,  that  this  Prince  a'/7J  ihePmnder 
of  the  Liberties  ^;^i  Commonwealth  of  England. 
I  would  not  have  Mrs.  OJborne  fuppofe  that  I  infifl:  up- 
on This,  by  Way  of  Argument,  though  it  is  full  as 
good  as  any  of  hers,  and  even  publifh'd  in  the  Gazet- 
teer ;  but  only  to  fhew  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  feems 
to  have  the  Misfortune  of  differing  from  Her,  in  this 
^reat  Point ;  which  gives  us  an  happy  Prefage  that  He 
will  think  Himfelf  under  an  Obligation,  whenever  He 
comes  to  the  Throne,  to  preferve  the  Liberties  of  our 
antient  Conftitution.  ^ 

We  are  told,  in  the  fame  Paper,  that  his  Royal  High- 
nefs hath  likewife  ordered  another  Statue  to  be  fet  up 
there,  in  Memory  o^  tht  famous  Prince  of  Wales,  com- 
monly call'd  the  black  Prince ;  in  the  Infcription  upon 
which  He  declares  his  Intention  of  making  that  ami- 
able Prince  the  Pattern  of  his  own  Conduct. 
Nothing  can  give  us  a  more  hopeful  Profpeft  than  fuch 
a  Declaration  ;  and  as  his  Royal  Highnefs  hath  already 
endear'd  Himfelf  to  the  People  of  this  Kingdom,  by  his 
courteous  and  affable  Deportment,  I  fhall  conclude 
with  my  earnell  Wilhes  that  his  Life  may  be  equally 
glorious,  and  much  longer  than  That  of  his  gnat  Pre- 
dcceffor.  JO. 

Postscript.  v 

7o    a   certain   right    honourable   Gentle- 
man, concerning  the  Bank-Contract. 

SIR, 

THREE  Papers  have,  at  length,  been  publifh'd 
in  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  intitled  the  Cafe  of  the 
BaisK-Contract,    in  Anfwer  to  what  hath   been 

lately 
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lately  printed  upon  that  SubjeSl,  againft  You.    As  thefe 
Papen  are  profeiTedly  written  in  your  Defence,    and 
known  to  be  publilh'd  by  pur  Authority,  it  is  thought 
proper  lo  make  tliis  publick  Addrefs  to  You,  before 
any  farther  Notice  is  taken  of  them  ;  for  as  it  is  very 
plain  from  lYiQ  perpetual  Tautologies,  Prevaricati9ns,md. 
perfonal  Scurrilities,  with  which  they  abound,  that  no 
Body  but  your  low  Tool  Walfingham  could  be  the  Au^ 
thor  of  them  ;   ( though  even   He  hath   thought   fit  to 
conceal  his  Name  j )  You  cannot  think  that  any  Body 
will  take  the  Trouble  of  expoling  fuch  a  contemptible 
Tellno,  who  is  retained  on  rarpofe  to  afTert  FalJhoodSy 
whenever  they  are  necelTary  for  your  Service,  and  will 
either  dilbwn,  or  perlifl:  in  them,  juft  as  Tou  are  plea- 
fed  to  dired,   and  pay  Him  for  it.     I  Hiall  therefore 
defer  my  Reply,  foribme  Weeks;  that  You  may  have 
rime  to  difavow  Juch  wretched  Stuff,   in   what  Man- 
ner You  pleafe ;  and  to  urge  any  Thing   farther   in 
/our  Vindication,  if  You  are  able.  You  will  fee.  Sir, 
:hat  I  do  This,  partly  in  Juftice  to  Tou,  for  the  Rea- 
bn  before-mention'd  j  and  pardy  on   my  ozvn  Account  ; 
)ecaule  it  is   Labour   without   End  to  anfwer  every 
^amphlet,  or  Paper  of  this  Kind,  which  We  know  by 
experience  will  be  readily  given  up,  as  foon  as  it  is 
:xploded.     But  if  You  Ihould  think  proper  to  remain 
ilent,  it  cannot  be  unfair  to  conclude  that  This  is  your 
'ton,  znd  your   only  Defence ;   in   vvhich  Cafe,   I  fhall 
Kink  Myfelf  obliged,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Publick,    to 
;ive  You  a  full  and  particular  Answer  to  every  Point. 

Gray's-Inn,  /->         T\»A 

^^A^  I,  1735.  ^^'"  ^^^^^^^- 
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JSy  CALEB  D^ANVERS,  E/^; 

N  my  younger  Days,  I  took  great  Be 
light  in  Parties  of  Pleafure  upon  the 
T^hames^  which  is  certainly  one  of  the  fi 
neft  Rivers  in  the  Univerfe.  Sometimes 
We  afed  to  divert  ourfelves  below  Bridge 
in  flirveying  the  naval  Strength  of  thi 
IJIand,  laden  with  the  Riches  of  the  World.  At  othe 
Times,  We  fteer*d  our  Courfe  upwards,  and  feafted  ou 
Eyes  vvith  the  Profpedl  of  a  moft  beautiful  Country 
where  the  Eftefls  of  our  Commerce  difplay  themfelves  i 
magnificent  Villa's,  and  fplendid  Retirements.  But 
for  feveral  Years  paft,  I  have  been  deprived  of  thefe  Er 
joy  men  ts,  by  a  clofe  Application  to  my  Studies,  and  tt 
Infirmities  of  old  AgQ.  However,  being  now  in  a  pre) 
ty  good  Stare  of  Health,  I  refolved  to  partake  of  th< 
Pleafure  once  more,  as  foon  as  We  had  a  little  goo 
Weather.  I  communicated  this  Delign  to  my  worth 
Kinfman,  Mr  Charles  U'Anvers  in  the  Strand,  wh 
came  readily  into  it,  and  made  it  his  Requeft  that  m 
two  Nephews  might  bear  us  Company. 

As  the  Weather  did  not  favour  us  for  fome  Time,  J. 
jyAnvers,  Efq;  happened  to  hear  of  our  Scheme,  an 
finding  it  to  be  only  a  F^;!v//y  P^r/y,  defired  that  K 
might  be  admitted  into  it.  I  was  a  little  furprifed  ; 
this  MefTage  ;  for  though  We  call  Coujitis,  as  Perfons  i 
th&  fame  Name  are  apt  to  do,  our  Affinity  is  fomevvh; 
doubtful  ;  and  I  have  been  informed  that  He  hal 
thought  it  for  his  Intereft  to  difown  it,  as  a  Politician^ ; 
fome  Places,  and  for  his  Reputatioiv  SLSzWit,  to  boa. 
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of  it  in  others.  Yet  as  He  is  a  Gentleman  of  a  pretty 
buftling  Genius,  and  hath  taken  a  good  deal  of  Pains  to 
diftinguifh  Himfelf  amongft  the  minor  Orators  of  the 
Age,  I  could  not  handfomely  refufe  Him,  and  there- 
fore fent  Him  Word  that  We  ihould  be  glad  of  his 
Company. 

Accordingly,  one  Day  lafl:  Week,  having  provided 
an  open  Barge,  with  four  able  Watermen,  and  viftual'd 
it  for  the  Voyage  with  fome  cold  Provilions,  and  a  lit- 
tle good  Claret,  We  went  on  board  at  Somerfet  Stair?, 
and  order'd  our  Steer/man  ( who  was  recommended  to 
Me  as  a  very  careful  Man  )  to  move  gendy  up  the 
River. 

We  were  no  fooner  put  off  from  Shore,  than  the  So- 
lemnity of  my  Afped,  and  the  Oddity  of  my  'Drtk, 
which  hath  now  been  out  of  Date  for  above  half  a  Cen- 
tury, drew  upon  Kle  abundance  of  that  Kind  of  Raille- 
ry, commonly  call'd  Water-Language.  My  old-fa/hi- 
on'd  Doublet  with  little  Buttons,  my  broad-laced  Cra- 
vat, and  formal  Perriwig  furnifh'd  an  inexhauftable 
Fund  of  this  vulgar  Drollery.  1  have  often  wonder'd 
that  fuch  abufive  Liberties  Should  be  more  allowable 
by  Water  than  by  Land ;  and  my  Nephew  Jeoffry 
took  Notice  what  a  prodigious  Wit  Mr  Waljing' 
bam  would  have  made,  if  He  had  not  miflook  \i\% 
Element, 

..  Juft  as  We  pafs'd  by  Chelfea-  College,    my  Coufin 

~J°'  jogg'cl  Me  by  the  Elbow,    and   pointing  to  a  fine 

Plei^re-Houfe  on  the  River,    whKper'd   in   my   Ear ; 

Tou  know  Coufin  Caleb,  to  wbo?n  That  belongs ;  a  Friend 

of  mine  ^  ha! But  no  more  of  That  between  Tou 

and  Me. 

•  Nothing  remarkable  occur'd  to  us  between  that  Place 
and  Putney  ;  where  the  new  Bridge,  which  I  had  never 
feen  before,  drew  from  Me  feveral  Remarks  on  the 
Uiefulnefs  of  it;  and  I  particularly  obferved,  that  if 
.the  provident  Dutch  were  Mafters  oUhis  River,  They 
would  have,  at  leart,    five  or  fix  Bridges  between  Bil- 

linfgate 
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linfgate  and  Weftminfter.  — —  Upon  Thi^  one  of  our 
TritonSi  who  feem'd  to  be  an  arch  Fellow,  Icratch'd  his 
Ears,  and  cry'd  ;  Ah^  Majier^  ^tis  an  old  Saying  that 
Youjhould  praife  the  Bridge  Tou  go  over  ;  but  I  am  fun 
We  poor  Watermen  are  kuHdto  curfe  the  Bridge  We  go 
under. 

From  thence  We  made  our  Way  Ibme  Miles  higher, 
and  diverted  the  Time  with  ordinary  Chit- Chat  among 
ourfelves,  and  admiring  the  Pleafantneis  of  the  Country 
on  both  Sides.  It  was  not  our  Deiign  to  go  on  Ihore  at 
all ;  but,  coming  to  a  certain  Place,  with  iron  Palli- 
fades,  my  Coufin  Jo  infilled  upon  fhewing  Us  2ifine 
Garden,  which  He  faid  was  well  worth  our  feeing.  Be- 
ing admitted  at  the  Gate,  by  one  of  the  Gardeners,  He 
conduced  us  up  an  Avenue,  leading  to  an  Houfe  of  no 
extraordinary  Appearance  ;  and  which,  it  feems,  had 
nothing  within  to  engage  our  Attention.  We  were  af* 
terwards  led  through  a  great  Number  of  clofe  Alleys, 
with  dipt  Hedges,  and  without  any  Variety,  or  Pro- 
fpeft,  excepting  a  beautiful  Terras  towards  the  River. 
Not  having  walk*d  fo  much,  for  feveral  Years,  I  began 
to  grow  weary,  and  expreis'd  fome  Impatience  to  be 
gone.  But  our  Guide  told  us  that  We  had  not  yet  feen 
the  chief  Curiofities  of  the  Place ;  which  were  the  Her- 
mitage^ and  the  Cave.  He  then  led  us  to  ihcfirj} ; 
which  I  found  to  be  an  Heap  of  Stones,  thrown  into  a 
very  artful  Diforder,  and  curioufly  embelliih'd  with 
Mofs  and  Shrubs,  to  reprelent  rude  Nature.  But  I  was 
ftrangely  furpriz*d  to  find  the  Entrance  of  it  barr'd  with 
a  Range  oicojily  gilt  Rails  \  which  not  only  feem'd  to 
Ihewan  abfurdity  of  Tafte,  but  created  in  Me  a  melan- 
choly Refle£lion  that  Luxury  had  found  its  Way  evert 
into  the  Hermit's  Call.  The  Infide  was  adorn*d  with 
the  Heads  of  feveral  wife  Men,  who  have  been  formerly 
famous  in  their  Generation ;  and  Coufin  Jo,  who  afFe(rcs 
Waggery  very  much,  faid  with  a  Sneer ;  Ah,  Caleb,  if 
Tfyou  hadji  taken  another  ^urn,  who  knows  but  thy  Head 

might  have  been  among  ft  theniy   in  Ti7ne, 1  mull 

confels 
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ronfei^  that  iuch  an  unexpe6led  Flear  put  Me  a  litde 
)ut  of  Humour  J  and  I  reply'd,  with  fome  Peevifhnei>> 
rulyy  Confirty  my  Head  hath  been  here  too  long  already  ; 
^or  I  can  fee  no  other  life  in  the  Place  than  to  catch 
I^old  in. 

From  thence  We  \vere  carry'd  to  the  other  Piece  of 
Zuriofity.  As  We  drew  near  it,  I  obferved  fomething 
ike  an  old  Hay-Hark ,  thatch'' d  over,  and  enquired  oiour 
,Zondu^or  \Nh.diti\:vvzs.     Why  T^hat,   Sir,  is  the  Cave^ 

'kid  He What!    a  Cave  above  Ground,    honeji 

mend?    This  is  Jiill  more   abfurd  than   the    other,, 

'iowever,    let  us  fee  what  it  is  zvithin. We  then 

vent  through  a  gloomy  PalTage,  with  two  or  three  odd 
Vindows,  which  led  to  a  Kind  of  circular  Room,  fup- 
iQf  ted  with  wooden  Pillars.  In  This  too,  as  well  as  the 
iermitage,  are  placed  feveral  hieroglyphical  Figures, 
oth  male  and  female,  which  I  cannot  pretend  to  inter- 
ret.  I  fhall  only  fay,  God  keep  all  oar  fair  Maidens 
ut  of  the  Conjurer's  Circle 

When  my  Friends  were  gone  out,  and  I  was  juft  fol- 
)wing  Them,  I  heard  a  folemn   hollow  Voice  crying 

uttoMe,  *'  C/5?/^-^,  return." Upon  which,  Itart- 

ig  back  with  Allonilliiment,    I  faw  a  venerable  Figure 
lOve  its  Head.  —  *'  My  Name,  fays  He^  is  Mer- 
lin.    I  was  heretofore,  what  Thou  art  now,   th(S 
Oracle  of  my  Country  j  and  will,  through  thy  Mouth, 
continue  to  utter  my  Warnings  and  Admonitions, 
urn  thine  Ears  theieiore,  and  attend. 

*'  When  "^ohmy  erfl  frnajned  the  "Red^ 

*'  His  Breaji  with  ji%ure  fhall  befpread, 

*'  A7id  near  the  Lattice  build  his  Nefi,  , 

*'  Then  Woe  to  'Exuo^t,  fore  opprefj  d  ! 

*'  The  Cock  pall  o'er  the  Eagle  crozo  ; 

"  The  Lyon  'to  the  Mule  [hall  bozv  ; 

"  The  Jfsy  with  gaud^j  Trappings^  lead 

*'•  Through  many  a  Maze  the  milk  -whit i>  Steed; 

OL.  XIV.  K  •'  War 
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**  War  without  Blows  our  IJle  Jhallruet 
**  And  without  ^iet  Peace  e?ifue  i 
**  A71  arjned  Hoji forever  Jiand^ 
'*  At  once  to  drain,  and  awe  the  Land ; 
**  Britonsybr  Right  Jh all  fue  in  vain, 
«*  And  Pyrates  lord  it  o'er  the  Main  ; 
*'  Old  CalpeV  Jolid  Rock  Jh all  quake, 
**  And  Power  her  antient  Seat  for  fake  \ 
*•  Each  honeft  Heart  be  feized  with  Fear, 
**  As  if  the  Day  of  Doom  were  near 
"  Unlejs  two  Saints  prevent  the  Clap, 
**  God  Jhield  us  all  from  fo?ne  Mifpap  f 

Here  the  Voice  ceafed  ;  and  having  taken  down^| 
txa6l  Copy  of  what  it  deliver'd,  I  rejoin'd  my  Comf) 
ny,  who  waited  for  Me  at  fome  Dirtance.     Being  g 
into  our  Boat  again,  We  went  to  Dinner  ;  during  whic 
They  obferved   Me  to  eat  but  litile,    and  to  be  ve 
thoughtful.     They   enquired,  with  great  Earneftne 
what  might  be  the  Occalion  of  fo  fudden  a  Chang 
but,  before  I  gave  Them  any  Anfwer,  I  iill'd  my  Pi 
and  took  half  a  dozen  WhiiFs.     Then,   fufpending  n 
Pipe  between  two  Fingers  and  a  Thumb,    I  related 
Them  very  gravely  what  had  happen'd  ;  and,    taki 
out  rny  Pocket-Book,   read  the   foregoing   Predi£lic 
They  all  feem'd  to  be  more  furprized  at  it  than  Myfe 
and  defired  Me  to  unfold  the  dark,  myilerious  Meani 
contain'd  in  it.     But  firft  of  all,  lays  honefl  Charles. 
zmf:>  You  would  let  us  k?2ow  who  this  fatne  Merlin  2^1 
for  though  I  have  heard  much  Dij'courfe  about  Hi0, 
could  never  rightly  underftand  whether  He  was  a  Ma 
or  a  Devil.  ■  Why  Kinfman,  Thou  haji  nick'i 

faid  I*;  for  to  tell  Thee  the  Truth,  He  J e  ems  to  have]Jt\ 
a  Spice  cfBoTH.  The  Authors  of  a  *  famous  Di^iiol 
inform  us  that  Merlin  is  a  general  Name  given  to 
cians ;  which  takes  its  Rife,  fays  He,  frofn  one  Merfj 
a  famous  Englilh  Magician,  or  Enchanter,  who  fourij\ 


See  Di^>  de  Trevoux,  under  the  Article  ^Z Merit 
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'n  the  fifth  Century.  It  is  Jald  that  He  was  begotten 
^y  a  Daemon,  caWd  Incubus,  upon  the  Body  of  an  Eng- 
;i(h  Lady,  vjho  was  formerly  a  Maid  of  Honour  to  one  of 
mr  Britifh  Queens. 

Here  I  perceived  Squire  Jofeph  begin  to  look  a  little 
iskew  ;  upon  which  I  lighted  my  Pipe  again.  —  ]>!ay 
'>r''ythee^  Caleb,  y^zV  He,  go  en.  No  Matter  whoM^r- 
in  waSf  or  from  zuhom  He  was  defcended ;   but  explain 

0  us  this  Prophecy,  which  Ton  feem  to  thi7ik  big  zvitb 
uch  dreadful  Event 5^  —  Coufin,  fa  id  I,  d.efpife  7iot  Pro- 
)hecy,  though  Tou  may  never  be  a  Conjurer  Yourfelf 
lut  be  Tou  in  Jefiy  or  be  You  in  Earnejiy  I  zvill  unfold 
his  Myllery  to  Tou,  as  well  as  I  am  able.  —  To  begin 
hen. 

'*  When  ^dblm.erfifirnam'd  the  ^ci, 
"  His  Breaji  with  AzvLiQjhall  befpread. 

'   *«  It  is  well  known  that  the  antient  Romans  rely'd 
'  very  much  upon  Birds^  in   foretelling  Events  ;  and 
that   the   Robin  Red-Breaft  hath  been  the  Caufe  of 
great  Super ftition  among  the  common  People  di  Eng- 
land^  ever  iince  the  filly  Story  of  the  Children  in  the 
,    Wood.     One  great  Inftance  of  This  is  their  Readinefs 
j   to  admit  Him  into  their  Houfes,  and  feed  Him  upon 
all  Occafions ;   though  He  is  certainly   as  impudent 
and  mifchievous  a  little  Bird  as  ever  flew,  —  But  let 

1  Us  go  on. 

i  "  And  near  the  Lattice  build  his  Nejl, 
'  **  Then  Woe  to  Europe,  fore  opprefd ! 

"  Lattice  I  Lattice,  faid  I  —  Let  me  fee  —  Ay, 
,  That  fignifies  C/^^^«^r  ;  or,  ^zrh^'ps.  Exchequer -,  but 
'  how  fhould  Robin  build  there  ?  This  muil  have 
!  feme  allegorical  Meaning,  and  feems  to  be  founded 
'  on  the  old  Obfervation,  ihzt  \s\\cr\  Bob  grows  dome- 
'  ftick,  it  is  a  fure  Sign  of  hard  Weather,  and  bad  Times 
'  for  the  Poor.  However,  there  is  this  Chance  for  us, 
•  that  till  we  fee  a  Robin  with  a  blue  Br e aft.  We  are  in 

no  Danger. 

K  2  ^'  The 
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**  The  QjQQkJhall  d*er  the  Eagle  crow. 

**  This  wants  no  Explanation  ;  for  every  Body  know 
•*  that  the  Cocky  by  an  Equivoque  in  the  Latin  Tongm 
*•  fignifies  a  Frenchman  ;  and  that  his  Imperial  Maj, 
**  ^y  bears  the  Eag/e  for  his  Arms. 

**  l^e  Lyon  to  the  Mule  Jhall  bow. 

I  heartily  wifh  that  England  may  not  be  here  meai 
by  the  Lyon  ;  becaufe  I  take  Spain  to  be  reprefented  ui 
der  the  (Figure  of  the  Mule  ;  an  Animal  much  use 
there,  of  a  proud,  obftinate,  heterogeneous  Nature ;  an^ 
perhaps,  there  may  be  a  typical  Glance  at  the  prefe 
Monarch  of  that  Kingdom ,  who  is  known  to  be  both 
Frenchman  and  a  Spaniard.  —  But  whatever  the  Mi 
may  fignify,  God  forbid  that  the  Lyon  of  England  ^m 
ever  crouch  to  fuch  a  mongrel  Beajl  f  —  Merlin  pi 
ceeds  thus. 

*'  7he  Afs,  with  gaudy  Trappings,  lead 

•*  Through  many  a  Maze  the  milk-white  Steed. 

««  There  can  be  no  Doubt  that  Hanover  is  defigr 
*  *  by  the  white  Horfe  j  and  the  Mazes  feem  to  intim: 
**  the  Multitude  of  7r^^//>/  lately  negotiated.  But  Y 
*'  will  ask,  perhaps,  what  can  be  underftood  by  the  - 
**  with  gaudy  Trappings ;  That  being  a  flovenly  Sort ' 
«'  an  Animal,  not  ufually  caparifon'd  in  fuch  a  Mi 
*'  ner  ? "  To  which  I  anfwer,  that  as  this  whole  Pred 
tion  is  plainly  figurative,  an  Jfs  with  gaudy  Trapph 
jnuft  mean  Some-body,  who  moves  in  a  much  higt 
Sphere  than  He  was  defign'd  for  by  Nature. 

•'  'W^r  without  Blows  our  Ifle  Jhall  rue, 

«*  And,  without  ^iety  Vczce  en/ue  ; 

<*  Jn  armed  Hoi^ forever  ftand, 

*'  At  once  t9  drain  and  awe  the  Land\ 

"  Britonsy^r  Right  fh all fue  in  vain, 

<*  And  Pyrates  lord  it  o\r  the  Main. 

«  This  is  all  plain  enough ;  except  the  Word  Pj/a  r 

><«  in  the  laft  Line;  which  I  do  not  think  coniinec  3 

«  thofe  Oui'Laws  of  all  Nations,    who  are  commo/ 

«  dil  • 
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'*  diftingulfh'd  by  that  Namey  but  includes  all  Perfons, 
'*  who  Siall  ever  prefume  to  infult  our  Flag^  or  plunder 
'*  our  Merchant!  ;  and  whenever  That  happens,  fare- 
*'  well  to  the  long-boafted  Sovereignty  of  the  Seas  ! 

"  OldQ2\^€sfolid  P.ockjh all  quake, 
**  And  Power  her  antient  %t2Xforfake, 

*'  Calpe,  Gentlemen,  was  the  old  Roman  Name  for 
1**  Gibraltar  ;  which  will  certainly  be  in  Danger  of  re- 
"  verting  to  its  old  PolTefTors,  the  Spaniards,  when  the 
*'  other  Parts  o^  this  Prophecy  come  to  pafs;  and  Power 
"  will,  of  Courfe,  change  its  Seat,  at  the  fame  Time.— 
**  In  this  Cafe,   Merlin  adds,  with  great  Reafon, 

•'  Each  honell  Heart  be  feiz'd  with  Fear, 
"  As  if  the  Day  of  Doom  were  near. 

"  But  the  two  Jaft  Lines  feem  to  give  us  fome  Com- 
"  fort,  and  Hopes  of  Deliverance  from  all  thefe  Evils, 

**  Vnlefs  two  Saints  preve?it  the  Clap, 
"  Godfoieldus  allfromfome  Mijhap  I 

I  ,"  St.Gecrgey  the  Patron  of  i'^^/^W,  is  undoubtedly 
j*'  one  o^  thefe  two  Saints  ;  and  as  owx  prefent  moft  gra- 
\  *'  cious  Sovereign  bears  the  fame  Name,  I  am  apt  to 
I  *♦  believe  that  Merlin  defign'd  to  turn  our  Eyes  towards 
j "  Him,  as  our  great  Protedor  and  Champion  in  all 
j"  Caufes.  —  But  I  own  Myfelf  at  a  Lois  to  guefs  at 
j  *'  the  other  Saint.  —  After  iom.e  Paufe,  my  Nephew 
;  *'  tbeophilus  faid  ;  pray  Sir,  what  do  You  think  of  St, 

j"  Stephen? St.  Stephen,  faid  1  ?  What  hath  St.  Ste- 

*'  phen  to  do  with   England?  —  Why,  Sir,  reply 'd 

**  Thecphilus,  does  not  the  Floufe  of  Commons  (on  v^hom 

"  our  Security  depends,  next  under  God  and  the  King ) 

,*•  meet  in  St.  Stephen^s  Chapel  ?  —  Boy,  faid  I,  Th^ou 

;|**  art  right;    St.  Stephen  mui\  be  the  Man;    and   the 

**  Meaning  of  the  Prophecy  certainly   is,  that  our  whole 

,  **  Dependence  is  upon  his  Majefy,  and  the  Parliament. 

i"  —  May  They  long  continue  united,  by  the  only  pro- 

i"  per  Cement  of  mutual  Inter ejl  and  AffediQU,  with- 

^'    ■  K  3  *•  out 


«i 
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**  out  Recourfe  to  the  fallacious  Arts  of  Corruption,  oi 
any  undue  Influence,  of  Parties  or  Ferjom  whatfo 
ever  ! 

**  Happy  is  it  for  this  Nation  that  a  Prophet  of  Mer- 
lin\  Eminence  fliould  be  fo  conveniently  fituated,  fo 
"  communicating  his  Advice  to  the  o?ily  Perfons  ,  ir 
**  whofe  Power  it  is  to  render  it  ferviceable  to  the  Pub 
«  lick,  as  well  as  Themfehes ;  and  I  heartily  wifh  tha  » 
"  it  may  have  the  proper  Effedl.  | 

Having  thus  concluded,  my  Coufin  yo  obferved,  witl 
fome  Teitinefs ;  tvell,  well.  Ton  have  made  an  admi 
rnble  Ufe  of  this  Dafs  Occurrence  i  and  I  doubt  not  tk(, 
We  Jhall Joon  have  it  in  Print,  —  But  being  now  arrive 
2X  our  Landing-Place,  We  took  Leave  of  Him,  withoi: 
any  Reply,  and  parted  with  the  ufual  Civilities.     C.  L 
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Have  been  lately  favoured  with  a  curioi 
Manufcript,  upon  an  uncommon  Sul 
jed:,  which  I  ihall  this  Day  commur 
cate  to  the  Publick.  The  Author  of 
was  that  fejiilent  Wit,  as  Mr.  Echa) 
calls  Him,  Andreio  Marvel,  Efq;  the  la 
Member  of  Parliament,  who  received  7/^<7g-^j  from  1: 
Borough,  v/as  incorruptible  by  all  the  Artifices  of  tl 
Court,  and  diftinguifh'd  Himfelf  by  many  excelle: 
Writings  againft  the  Advocates  for  Slavery,  in  the 
Times.  T'tiQ  following  little  Piece  was  written,' as  I  a 
inform'd,  towards  the  latter  End  of  King  Charles  tl 
2^'j  Reign,  when  the  Bench  of  Bijhops  ran  ilavifli 
into  all  the  Meafures  of  the  Court,  and  extorted  fro.' 
Mr.  Lock  this  ever-mciBorable  Expr-efiion,   that  7h 

tve, 
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'suere  the  dead  Weight  of  the  House.  I  men- 
tion thefe  Particulars,  in  Juftification  of  Mr.  Marvel, 
and  to  fliew  the  happy  DifFerence  between  thofe  Times 
and  the  prefent,  when  our  fpiritual  Fathers  dirt  fo  far 
from  imitating  the  Praflices  of  their  unworthy  Predecef- 
forsy  that  the  World  would  be  at  a  Lofs  to  find  out  the 
Meaning  of  feveral  Sarcafms  in  this  Dijcourfe,  without  a 
Key.  I  fhall  therefore  add  a  few  marginal  Notes,  by 
Way  of  Explanation. 

*i  t^nr^I  S  a  very  juft  Obfervation,  which  I  have  met 
*'  J^  with  in  more  Authors  than  one,  that  the 
**  Engli/h  People  are  flow  at  inventing,  but  excellent  in 
**  the  Art  of  improving  a  Difcovery  ;  and,  (as  odd  as  it 
**  may  feem,  at  firft  Sight)  I  cannot  recoiled:  any  Thing, 
**  in  which  this  Refleftion  appears  more  clearly  verifyM, 
**  than  with  Relation  to  Epifcopacy ;  which,  though  ori- 
**  ginally  o^  foreign  Growth,  never  arrived  to  its  com- 
**  pleat  Maturity,  till  tranfplanted  into  this  hofpitahle 
**  Country ;  a  Country  prone  to  admire  and  cultivate 
**  every  ultramarine  Production.  But  This  is  a  Point, 
^  which   requires  fome  particular  Illuftration. 

**  And  firli,  in  the  early  Ages  of  Chriftianity,  a  Bi- 
^  Jhoprick  Vv^as  really  a  laborious  Station,  expofed  to 
**  numberlefs  Dangers,  and  fiery  Trials ;  infomuch  that 
**  many  of  the  Clergy  then  declined  it  in  good  Earneil ; 
'*  and  had  too  much  Reafon  to  fay,  nolo  Epifcopari; 
'*  but  amongft  us  the  Burthen  is  fo  happily  alleviated, 
**  that  a  double-chijl d  Prelate  hath  now  little  more  to  do 
**  than  to  loll  at  Eafe  in  his  Chariot,  or  to  fnore  in  his 
"  ^tall ;  an  Edifice  very  aptly  contrived  for  this  Pur- 
**  pofe,  as  the  Poet  prophetically  fpeaks  j 

— — Senei  ut  in  Otia  tuta  recedant. 

**  No  wonder  therefore  that  whenever  any  Man  is 
•*  complimented  with  the  tempting  Offer  of  a  Mitre, 
JJ  though  the  qU  f elf -denying  form  is  ftill  religioufly  ob- 

**  ferved. 


1 
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* «  ferved,  He,  like  a  coy,  but  prudent  Damfel,  cries  No   j 
«<  .  and  takes  it. 

"  Again ;  a  primitive  Bijhopy  notwithflanding  the 
**  Difficulties  and  Dijcouragements  attending  the  Study  of 
"  the  Scriptures,  fpent  moft  Part  of  his  Time  in  poring 
"  over  his  Bible  ;  whereas  the  politer  Moderns,  inftead 
**  of  dwelling  upon  that  obfolete  Rule  of  Life^  find  it 
"  more  profitable,  as  well  as  pleafant,  to  amufe  Them- 
**  felves  with  the  Fables  of  *  Pi'<^^r^/,  or  theenter- 
**  taining  Comedies  of  Terence. 

"  It  is  one  of  the  Charafterifticks  of  an  apcftolical  Bi- 
"  fhep,  that  He  is  f  the  Husband  of  one  Wife ;  which 
"  feveral  of  the  old  mafy  Fathers  interpret  in  this  fneta- 
"  phorical  Senfe  ;  He  muft  be  wedded  to  one  Diocefefor 
"  Life.  Accordingly,  in  the  Times  of  Ignorance  and 
*'  Superllition,  when  Tranflations  were  deem*d  fcanda- 
**  lous,  a  Bijhop  would  as  foon  have  deferted  his  Reli- , 
**  gim  as  his  flock,  and  would  have  refign'd  his  Life 
*'  much  rather  than  his  See.  —  But  a  modifh  Prelate^ 
*'  of  our  Days,  knows  better  Things.  He  is  no  fooner 
**  thus  allegorically  married,  than  (like  other  fine  Gentle- 
**  men)  He  grows  weary  of  his  Wife,  with  whom  per- 
**  haps  He  never  fo  much  as  cohabited,  and  longs  to  get 
**  rid  of  Her.  Then,  taking  hold  of  thenrft  Opportu- 
*«  nity,  He  gives  Her  a  Bill  of  Divorce,  kicks  her  off, 
*'  and  fwops  Her  away  for  another,  who  brings  a  richer 
**  Dowry  for  her  Maintenance.  In  Token  of  this  E- 
.**  pif copal  Wedlock,  the  ufual  Ceremony  of  a  J  Ring  was 

"  antr 

*  The  Axithox  here  feems  to  point  his  Satire  at  fome 
particular  Bifhop  of  that  Age,  who  niifappl-fd  his  Time  in 
fuch  Studies ;  but  Hifory  does  not  acquaint  us  with  his 
Name. 

-f-   I   Ti?n.  3.  2. 

j  It  fe ems  to  have  been  with  a  Defgn  of  reviving  this 
primitive  Cuftom,  and  putting  the  reverend  Bench  in 
Mind  of  their  m  atrimonial   Vow,  that  the  late  Mr. 

Nor- 
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<♦  antientl/  made  Ufe  of  in  the  Confecration  of  Bi- 
**  pops  ;  and,  to  this  Day,  the  Jrms  of  the  Dmefe  are 
<*  quartered,  in  their  EfcUtcheons,  with  their  own  —  if 
"  They  have  any. 

"  St.  Paul,  the  firll  Bifhop  of  the  Gentile  Converts, 
<*  teftifies  of  Himfelf,  *  that  He  became  all  things  to  all 
"  Me/ty  that  hy  all  Means  He  might  fave  fome.  —  Oar 
"  modern  Prelates,  adroit  as  Vertumnus,  transform 
**  Themfelves  into  every  Shape,  and  become  all  Things 
**  to  all  Men,  that  by  all  Means  They  may  get  fome- 
**  thingy  2iS  well  zsfave. 

**  The  Ecckfiajlical  Hiftorians  inform  ns  that,  in  Days 
•*  of  Yore,  Bijhops  were  fo  unmannerly,  that  They  fre- 
**  quently  thwarted  the  civil  Powers,  and  difconcerted 
**  their  Meafures.  —  But  \  behold  how  good  and  joyful  a 
*•  Thing  it  is,  when  Church  and  State^  like  loving  Bre- 
**  thren,  go  Cheek  by  Joul,  and  dwell  together  in  Unity  ! 
*<  We  had  a  glorious  Inftance  of  This,  in  the  %  late 
**  Times  ',  and  though  their  Zeal  happened  tot  fail  of  Suc- 
**  cefs,  it  fhews  how  ready  They  were,  upon  all  Occafi- 
"  ons,  to  ferve  the  Court.  At  prefent,  I  canafcribe  the 
**  happy  Situation  of  our  Affairs  to  nothing  more  ef- 
**  feftual  than  the  complaifant  Deportment  of  that  ve- 
"  nerable  Order,  their  inviolable  Attachment  to  the  In- 

*'  terefts 


Norton  ^Hampfhire /^  everyone  of  the  Bijhops  » 
Ring,  with  Orders  by  his  Will  thcU  they  jhould  defcend 
to  their  SucceJ/orsfor  ever. 
*  I   Cor.  9.  22. 

t  Pja^-  133-  I-. 

X  By  the  late  Times,  our  Author  means  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  the  if-,  when  mojl  of  the  Bench  fufer^d 
Themfelves  to  be  governed  by  a  proud  and  info  lent  Bijhop 
of  liOndon  ;  who  worked  Himfelf  by  thofe  Means y  into 
the  See  ^Canterbury,  and  was  one  of  the  chief  Caufes, 
according  to  Lard  Clarendon,  of  all  the  Miferies,  that 
enfued. 
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**  terefts  of  our  Minijiers,  and  their  almoft  unanimous 
**  Concurrence  with  \}i\t\x\Jlupe7idQUs  NegotiaHons. 

**  The  primitive  Bijhops  were  daily  occupy 'd  in  at- 
"  tending  at  x\it  Altar,  and  other  fatiguing  Duties  of 
**  their  fu7i5lion.  —  Our  more  political  F relates  are  ex- 
**  perimentally  apprized  that  it  turns  to  much  better 
"  Account  to  dance  Attendance  at  a  great  Maris  Levee^ 
**  and  leave  the  Drudgery  of  Prater  and  Preaching  to 
^*  to  their  half-ftarved  Curates. 

"  The  Patriarchs  of  the  primitive  Church  were  bat 
*'  flenderly  fupported,  by  the  voluntary  Contributions 
**  of  Chriftian  Profelytes.  —  Thofe  of  our  own,  bom 
"  under  more  propitious  Stars,  befides  the  Sums  drained 
"  out  of  the  inferior  Clergy,  and  the  various  Profits 
"  arifing  from  their  fpiritual  Courts,  by  which  the 
**  Vices  of  the  Laiety  become  marvelloufly  beneficial  to 
'*  the  Hierarchy ;  belides  thefe,  I  fay,  They  are  not 
**  only  pofTefs'd  of  ample  temporal  Lordjhips,  by  the 
**  Laws  of  the  Land,  allotted  for  their  own  Maintenance  j 
"but  are  alfo  enabled,  by  the  Difpofition  of  feveral 
**  pretty,  ecclefiaftical  Preferments,  to  make  an  hand- 
*'  Ibme  Provifion  for  a  numerous  Progeny  of  Sons, 
**  Daughters,  "Nieces,  l^c. — ThQ  former  thought  Them- 
**  felves  obliged,  out  of  their  y^<2//i?^2'^;^^^j,  to  be  ex- 
**  penfive  in  their  Aft  of  Liberality  and  Beneficence  ',  and 
**  even  to  impoverifh  Themfelves,  for  the  Relief  of  § 
"  dijlreffed  Strangers.     They  look'd  upon  their  Riches, 

«  as 

II  In  this  Place,  Mr.  Marvel  alludes  to  their  breaking 
with  our  eld  Friends  the  Dutch,  and  joining  with  France ; 
by  which  7hey  nurfed  up  the  Power  of  that  Crown  tofuch 
a  monjlrous  Height,  as  foon  afterwards  brought  the  Li- 
berties  ^Europe  into  the  utmoft  Peril. 

%  It  is  reported  of  Archbijhop  Cranmer,  that  He 
maintain' d,  in  his  own  Palace,  a  great  !<! umber  ^foreign 
Proteftants,  who  fled  hither  for  Refuge  and  /4JJiJiancet 
after  the  Reformation,  from  Germany  and  at  her  Parts, 
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«*  as  given  to  Them  only  in  Truft  for  thefe  good  Ends y 
**  and  judged  it  the  vvorft  Kind  of  Sacrilege  to  divert 
**  the  Patrimony  of  the  Church  to  any  other  Ufes  than 
**  Thofe,  to  which  it  was  originally  appropriated,  ei- 
*•  ther  by  wafting  it  inperfonal  Luxury^  or  locking  it 
**  up  in  private  Coffers,  in  order  to  raife  worldly  Fa^ 
**  milies,  and  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  fecular  Ambition. 
**  —  The  fatter  have  fo  confcientious  a  Regard  for  that 
"  ceconomical  Precept,  which  injoins  Them  efpecially 
**  to  provide  for  Thofe  of  their  ozvn  Houfio/d,  or  Fami- 
"  ly,  that  They  feldom  iind  any  Opportunity  of  be- 
**  flowing   their  Charity  abroad. 

"  As  the  Advancement  of  a  primitive  Priefi  to  the 
*♦  Epifcopal  Dignity  was  intirely  founded  upon  his  own 
*  intrinfick  Merit,  abftrafted  from  any  worldly  Con- 
"  fideration  ;  (o^  in  promoting  Others,  He  had  Ref- 
"  peft  to  nothing  but  Learning  and  Diligence  in  the 
**  Difcharge  of  the  minifterial  Office^  together  with  an 
**  exemplary  Purity  and  Integrity  of  Life.  He  couk- 
"  tenanced  no  Cringers,  Sycophants,  or  Informers  ; 
"  gave  no  Encouragement  to  Bribery,  Smock-Simony, 
"  or  any  of  thofe  mean  Arts,  by  which  too  many  of  the 
"  Clergy  now-a-days,  if  not  grofly  mifreprefented,  en- 
**  deavour  to  recommend  Themfelves  to  the  Patronage 
**  of  the  *  Right  Reverend. 

*  Mr.  NcKon  fays,  in  his  life  ofBiJhop  Bull,  that  a 
certain  Clergyman  appifd  to  Him  for  Preferment,  and 
being  confcio  us  of  his  Wa^it  of  thofe  Salifications,  which 
the  Bifhop  required  in  Thofe  He  advanced  to  any  confidera- 
ble  Station,He  was  refohed  to  try  another  Method.  He  had 
the  Impudence  to  offer  Him  a  Purfe  of  Gold.  The  good 
Bifhop  y272^  zV,  and  tremhled  ',  and  was  never  known  to 
exprefs  a  greater  Concern  than  upon  that  Occafion.  The 
Confufion  He  was  in,  upon  fuch  an  unexpeSied  Provoca- 
tion^ extremly  diforder'^d  Him  ;  and  He  immediately  fent 
away  this  abandoned  Proftitute  with  great  Indignation. 

»*  The 
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"  The  aniient  Bi/hops^  in  Imitation  of  John  the  Bap- 
«  tift,  would  take  upon  Them  boldly  to  rebuke  the 
<*  Vices  of  Courtiers  and  Princes.  Ambrofe  in  particu- 
««  lar,  a  Prekte  of  the  foufth  Century,  was  fo  unpolifh*d 
«*  as  to  exclude  the  Emperor  -f-  Theodojius  from  the  Eu" 
*<  charijl ;  nor  could  He  be  perfuaded  to  abfolve  and  re- 
«<  admit  Him  to  Church-Communion, vM  He  had  fate  up- 
««  on  the  Stool  of  Repentance  for  eight  Months,  and 
**  teftify'd  the  deepeft  Contrition  for  revenging  the  ex- 
<*  trajudicial  Proceedings  againit  Buthericus^  a  great 
«  Officer  at  Court,  who  had  been  affaulted  by  popu- 
<*  lar  Fury.  g,f?^LSuj 

"  Laftly,  the  Antients  entertained  fuch  an  infuper- 
«f  able  Antipathy  to  Pluralities,  that  no  Motive  co^M 
**  influence  Them  to  accept  of  any  Appendage  to  a  Bi- 
**  Jhoprick.'^ — Th.t.  wijer  Moderns,  in  Conjunftion 
*'  with  their  Bijhopricks,  commonly  hold  either  a  Dea- 
"  nary,  or  d^  comfortable  Prebend,  together  with  2igood 
**  fat  Parfonage,  and  perpaps  half  a  dozen  Sinecures, 
'*  in  %  Commendam.'^diy  there  are  feme  of  fo  voracious 

«  an 

•f-  Niceph.  Sozam.  Theodoret. 

%  Bijhcp  Burnet  in  our  own  well-bred  Age,  though  then 
but  an  Vnderftrapper  in  the  Church,  took  a  moft  uncon- 
fcionable  Liberty  in  animadverting  on  the  irregular  P lea- 
fur  es  c/"  Charles  the  2d  ;  as  appears  from  an  original 
Letter  publifj'd  in  his  Life. 

The  fame  Author  files  a  Commendam,  with  too 
much  Acrimony,  one  of  the  Abufes,  which  the  Popes 
brought  in  amongft  Us,  and  from  which  We  have  not 

been  hitherto  able  to  free  our  Church. But  Ifup- 

pofe  the  true  Reafon  of  this  RefleSion  was,  that  He  had 
never  taftedthe  fweets  of  a  Commendam  himfelf 

A  late  Writer  hath  drawn  the  Character  of  fuch  a 
great,  overgrown  Pluralift,  in  the  following  Words.^^-  • 
**  It  is  really  odd  enough  to  fee  an  idle  Creature  rolling 
•*  in  Wealth,  Luxury  and  Eafe  ;  living  voluptuoufly 

f*  every 
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"  »n  Appetite,  that  all  Thefe  will  not  fatisfy  Thera, 
**  but  They  are  eternally  cawing,  like  Ravens,  for 
*'  more. 

*'  And  now,  I  think,  upon  an  impartial  Compari- 
**  Ton,  it  evidently  appears  that  however  the  Greeks 
'*  may  have  excell'd  us  in  the  Art  of  Rhetorick,  or  Poe- 

<*  every  Day  ;  preaching,  perhaps,  once  a  Year,  (  e- 
"  ven  then  probably  not  the  Go/pel,  but )  fome  favou- 
•*  rite  Point  of  Pozver,  or  Revenue ;  daily  accumulating 
**  Riches  ;  changing  almoft  yearly  from  Diocefe  to 
«*  Diocefe  ;  ftill  aiming  at  a  better ^  and  th.Q^ighe,?of 
**  alli  hardly  vifi ting  tf»);  (?;?^  F/^r>^  to  know  Them  ; 
**  fcarce  feeing  Them,  much  lefs  feeding  Them  ;  yet 
**  flill  calling  Them  by  that  tender  Name,  without 
•*  blufhing  ;  to  fee  Him  multiplying  Benefices  znd  Com- 
"  mendams ',  holding  Jeverai  greiU  Cures,  without  at- 
**  tending  upon  one  ;  yet  declaiming  after,  and  in  the 
"  Mid  fl  of  all  This,  againft  the  Prevalence  of  Dei/rn 
**  and  locfe  Principles  ^  .  See  an  Examination  of 
theFacls.  and  Reafonings  in  the  Bijhop  ^  Chichefter"'^- 
Sermon  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  ^oth  of  Jan. 
1731-2. 

Mr  Whifton  likewife  ohferves,  in  his  Memoirs  ofDr^ 
Clarke,  *'  that  till  our  Bijhops  leave  off  procuring  Com- 
*'  mendamsy  and  heaping  up  Riches  and  Preferments  on 
"  Themfehes,  their  Relations,  and  Favourites ;  nay, 
♦*  till  They  correil  their  Non-Refidcnce  ;  till  They  leave 
"  the  Court,  the  Parliament,  and  there  Politicks,  and 
"  go  down  to  their  feveral  Diocefes,  and  their  labour 
"  in  the  Vi?ieyardofChrifl,  inllead  of f}anding  mofl  P art 
**  if  the  Day  idle,  at  the  Metropolis;  They  may  write 
"  what  learned  Vindications  and  pafloral  Letters  They 
"  pleafe.  The  obferving  Unbelievers  will  not  be  fa'ti.^- 
"  fy'd  They  are  in  Earnefi  j    and,  by  Confequence, 

will  be  little  moved  by  all  thHr  Arguments  and  Ex- 

riortations. 

..L.  XIV.  L  <<  /ry 
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^'  /ry,  We  muft  "be  allQw'd  fairly  to  have  out-ftrJpp^d 
^?  Them  -in  refining  upon  Bijhop-Craft .  A  modern 
**  hath  as  much  the  Advantage  of  an  dntient  Prelate^ 
%  as  riding  in  an  eafy  Coach  is  preferable  to  trudging 
5'  through  the  Dirt  on  Foot.  Who  therefore  but  a 
«  ftiiF-Tump'd  Difciple  of  Jack  Calvin  will  be  {q  ab- 
♦^  furd  as  to  deny  that  Hcy  who  deftreth  the  Office  oj 
"an  Englijb,  nay,  of  a  Weljh  Bi/hap,  defireth  a  very 

f|C0OD  THING? 

,^  Thus  far  the  honeft  Mr.  Marvel*  and  if  any  Perfor 
iiould  think  that  He  hath  made  Ufe  of  too  much  A{ 
jierity  in  fome  of  his  Expreffions,  I  muft  once  more  de 
ftre  Them  to  conlider  when  He  wrote,  and  not  cpnckid 
that  He  was  unjuftly  fevere  on  the  Prelates  ef  the) 
Times,  becaufe  They  fee  the  Benrh  fill'd  at  prefer 
with  Men  of  a  quite  i/i^r^fw/ 5pinV.  Nobody  rejoice 
in  This  more  than  Myfelf ;  and  therefore  I  will  cor 
elude  with  the  Charafter  of  a  good  Bijhop,  as  it  is  draw 
from  the  Life>  in  one  of  the  late  Perjian  Letters,  whic 
I  fhall  quote  with  infinitely  more  Pleafure  than  any  Pa 
.of  the  preceeding  Paper.  -ivi'i '-'*;■      ;'V'' 

«*  TT  ^'ent  with--  my  country  Friend^  ■  fcihe  Days^ 
.*'  j^  to  make  a  Viiit  in  a  neighbouring  County,"  i 
.'*  the  Prelate  i)f  that  Diocefi.  His  Charafter  is  fo t: 
*'  traordinary,  that  not  to  give  it  to  Thee  would  be  d 
**  parting  from  the  Rule  I  have  laid  down,  to  let  m 
*'  thing  that  is  fmgular  efcape  my  Notice.  In  the  £j 
•*  Place,  He  refides  conllandy  on  his  Diocefe,  and  h 
•*  done  fo  for  many  Years.  He  asks  nothing  of  t 
«*  Court  for  Himfelf  or  Family  ',  He  hoards  up  ] 
<*  Wealth  for  his  Relations,  but  lays  out  the  Revenu 
**  of  his  See  in  a  decent  Hofpitality,  and  a  Charity  d 
«*  void  of  Often tation.  At  his  firll  Entrance  into  t 
«*  World,  He  diftinguilh'd  Himfelf  by  a  Zeal  for  the  1 
**  berty  of  his  Country,  and  had  a  confiderable  Sha 
**  in  bringing  on  the  Revolution,  that  preferved  it.  I 

**  Principl 
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:•<  Principles  never  alter'd  by  his  Preferment.  He  never 
.««  proftitutei  his  Pen,  nor  debafcd  his  Charafler,   bjr 
<^  Party  Dlfputes  or  blind  Compliance.  As  He  is  at  too 
**  great  a  Dillance  from  the  Scene  of  Aftion,   to  judge 
«*  Himlelf  of  what  is  doing.  He  has  not  thought  fit  to 
'•  put  his  Confcience  i?i  the  Keeping  of  Another .   Though 
**  He  is  ferioiKs  in  the  Belief  of  his  Religion,  He  is  mor 
*«  derate  to  all,  who  difler  from  Him.     He  knows  no 
"  Dilliiiftion  of  Parly,  but  extends  his  good  Offices  a- 
''  lik6  to  Whig  and  ^otsj  ;  a  Friend  to  Virtue  under  any 
"  Denomination ;  an  Enemy  to  Vice  under  any  Co- 
"  lourc.     His  Health  and  old  Age  are  the  Effects  of  a 
'*  temperate  Life  and  a  quiet  Confcience.     Though  He 
"  is  now  fome  Years  above  fourfcore,    no  Body  ever 
"  thought  He  lived  too  long.unlefs  it  was  out  of  an  Im- 
"  patience  lofucceed  Him. 
*<  This  excellent  Perfon  entertain'd  Me  with  the 
greateft  Humanity,  and  feemM  to  take  a  peculiar  De- 
"  light  in  being  ufeful  and  inftruclive  to  a  Stranger. 
"  To  tell  Thee  the  Truth,  Mirxa,    I  was  fo  affe<fled 
*  with  the  Piety  and  Virtue  of  this  Treacher ;  the  Chri- 
•  *  ftian  Religion  appear'd  to  Me  lb  amiable  in  his  Cha- 
;  *  rafter  and  Manners  ;  that  if  the  Force  of  Education 
\  *  had  not  rooted  Mahometifm  in  my  Heart,  He  would 
if  .certainly  have  made  a  Convert  of  Me.  R.  A^ 


V'< 


or. 
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O  Imitatores,  fervum  Pecusf  ui  mihi  fape 

Bilemt  fape  Jocum  veftri  .mvuere  ^umultus?    Hor. 

S»  d  rO  MO  A^  liarli'  told  us,  feveral  thou-, 
fand  Years  ago,  that  there  is  no  nem 
Thing  under  the  Sun ;  which  hath  been 
frequently  apply 'd  to  Writings  of  all 
Kinds,  but  efpecially  upon  com?non  Sub- 
jeSls'y  where  nothing  farther  can  be  ex- 
pected, in  thefe  latter  j^ges  of  the  World,  than  to 
throw  them  into  new  Lights,  and  treat  them  in  a  dif- 
ferent Manner.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  Ends  ol 
Reading,  and  niay  be  properly  call'd  juji  Imitation^ 
or  fomething  more ;  for  though  the:  SubjeSl-Matter  be 
generally  the  fame,  yet  by  being  diverfify'd  at  leaft, 
if  not  irh proved,  it  becomes  an  Qrjginnl,  in  fome 
Degree,  and  difcovers  a  Genius;  -       " 

But  no  Sort  of  Writers  were  ever  lookM  upon  in  fc 
contemptible  a  Light,  as  fervile  and  groveling  Imita- 
tors ;  who,  inilead  of  copying  after  ^an  Jutbor,  and 
lometimes  borrowing"  his  SenJ^,  ft^l  Ks  V^ry  Phrafes. 
and  Turns  of  Thought,  for  Vv'hole  Pages  togfether,  with 
out  any   Alteration.  •  .■'"_ 

Our  modern  Court-writers  are  Men  of 'this  low  Clafs : 
who  are  fo  wretchedly  barren  of  Invention,  as  well  a; 
void  of  Shame,  that  They  not  only  pillage  by  whole 
fale,  but  endeavour  to  put  off  iheir  fo/en  Goods,  with- 
out cafcing  them  anew,  or  even  fo  much  as  taking 
out  the  ikf^/r/^/.    They  have  already  been  compared  tc 

"■  th< 
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the  Nymph  Eccho^  as  defcribed  by  Ovid',  *  who  can 
neither /peak  firji  Herfelf^  ncr  hold  her  Tongue^  when 
Another  /peaks.  In  like  Manner,  all  their  Writings 
confift  of  nothing  but  falfe  Quotations,  and  little  chil- 
difli  Parodies  on  an  Adverfarys  Words.  This  may  be 
aptly  enough  ftyled  the  Tit^or-Tat  Way  of  Writing  ; 
by  the  Help  of  which,  any  Body  may  fcribble  on  eter- 
nally, without  any  Stock  of  Wit,  or  Learning,  and 
even  with  very  little  Pains. 

If  the  Craft/man,  or  any  of  his  Correfpondents,  think 
proper  to  couch  their  Sentiments  in  a  fa/e,  a  Fa^/e,  a 
Dream  J  or  an  Allegory ;  They  lay  hold  of  it  immedi- 
itely,  and,  with  the  Alteration  of  a  few  Words  only, 
:urn  it  direftly  againft  Us.     If  We  endeavour  to   di- 
vert our  Readers  with  the  Progrefs  ^Patriotism, 
rhey  prefently  metamorphofe  it  into  the  Progrefs   of 
"action.     If  We  railly  Them  under   the  Alluiion 
)f  Cookery y  They  are  fure  to   throw  the  Ladle  and 
Skimmer  at  our  Heads.     In  fhort,  whatever  Vehicle 
'  vVe  chufe  for  conveying  a  little  Humour,  it  ferves  only 
0  furnifli  Them  with  an  Opportunity  of  being  arch 
ipon  us  again. —  If  We  march   out   fairly  into    the 
?ield,  and  attack  Them  with  open  Argument,  the  Cafe 
s  much  the  fame  ;  for,  inftead  of  coming  to  the  Point, 
rhey  fill  up  one  half  of  their  Paper  with  fome  of  the 
eaft  material  PalTages,  partially  quoted,  and   fupply  the 
,eft  with  B ilj'i nfgate  Dechmation.     Nay,  when  They 
i  ire  duller  than    ordinary,  They  make  no  Scruple   to 
ilcli    whole  Paragraphs  from   cur  Writi^/gs,    without 
:ny  Pretence  of  arfwering  them,  but  only  to  flop   up 
Ke  Gaps  of  a  rotten  Paper,  and  pafs  them  off  for  their 
un.  Mrs.  Osborne  hath  often  pky'd   at  this  low  Game, 
nd   particularly    in   the  Gazetteer   of  Saturday   laft  ; 
'.  here  Siie  hith  purloin'd   one  large  Paragraph,    Word 
.:  Word,  and  Part  of   ano;her,  from   the  very  Paper 


au^e  nee  reticere  loqtmiti^ 

..  ;  ;-ior  ipfa  looui  mdict '•^-^ 
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She  pretends  to  anfwer,  without  marking  it  with  invert- 
id  Comnia^s,  'without  making  a  Jingle  Rejle^ion  upoii 
it,  or  giving  the  Reader  the  leaft  Hmt  that  it  is  ^r.ot 
.  her  vwn.  I  mention  This  the  rather,  becaufe  that  pro- 
found Writer  is  fometimes  guilty  of  a  contrary  Prac- 
tice, eqCially  difingenuous  as  to  Her/elf -,  but  I  mufl 
confeft  infinitely  more  difagreeable  to  Me;  That  is. 
-ifiaking  her  own  ridiculous  Comments  on  the  Wfitipg; 
-  jbf  tlie  Craft/man,  and  then  printing  ihiTii\\\i)xCommd's. 

is  a  Rotation  from  thence.  ^,.533^^^  !♦  \^,j^ 

^     .They  have  gone  lower  ftilli  arid  noleri  moft  of  theli 

^  jy(j//tfV,  as  well  as  feveral  of  their  i<f^;??C/^  ^fi'i^j",    fron 

iheje  Papers,  after  a  due  Time,  when  it  might  ht  rea. 

,  .fonably  fuppofed  that  People  had  forgot  them.     Thi 

;1  could  eafily  prove  from  Mr.  Wnljingbam^s  Writings 

who  is  the  Perfon,  that  hath  chiefly  dealt  in  this  Kin^ 

'qf  Larceny.     But  as  to  That,  lince  He  hath  no  Func 

.  bf  his  own,  He  is  heartily  welcome  to  my  poor  Stock,  a 

Xirjden  oncefaid,  whenever  Hepleafes. 

They  have  even  fhewn  fuch  an  eager  Difpofition  t 
..imitate  us,  in  every  Refpeft,  that  whenever  We  hav 
happened  to  mention  Therh  without  Contempt,  The; 
liave  been  always  ready  to  return  the  Compliment,  ahi 
treated  us  as  People  of  fo?ne  Parts ;  but  as  ibon  as  W 
come  to  touch  upon  \X\z  galVd  Place  again.  They  lof 
'ill  Manner  of  Temper,  retraft  their  former  Conce; 
Jions,  and  can  hardly  find  Words  bad  enough  to  dc 
^ow  upon  Us.  I  have  try *d  this  Experiment  two  0 
three  Times,  for  the  Entertain m.eht  of  my  Frieiid.' 
,and  always  found  it  anfwer  exactly.  It  muil  be  cor 
feb'd,  that  They  judge  perfectly  right  in  This  ;  for  The 
know  very  well  that  They  were  lipt  taken  into  Pa) 
for  their  Honejiy,  and  therefore  give  Theihfelvcs  n 
Trouble  about  it;  but  if  their  il%?^r  fhould  be  one 
brought  to  entertain  the  fame  Opinion  of  their  Mi  lit  ii 
., -jWith  the  reft  of  the.  World,  (as  I.  believe  He  begir 
to  do)  They  are  undone  forever.  For  this  Reafon, 
m,ake  no  Doubt  tha£  Freeman  and  Britannus  woul 

read]] 
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■^^  readily  forgive  Me  all  that  is  paft,    if  I  would  bu^  da 

■  Them  To  much  Credit  with  their  Patron  as  to  write 

tne  ferious  Taper  agninft  '7hem  ;    and  if  They  behave 

tolerably  well,  I  don't  know  what  my  good  Nature 

may,  fome  Time  or  other,  tempt  Me   to  do Free- 

Man^  in  particular,  mufl:  be  fenfible  that  X  always  paid 
a  very  great  Regard  to  his  Capacities,  as  a  Writer,  as 
Well  as  to  his  Chara6ler,  as  a  Gentleman ;  and,  perhaps, 
Imay  one  Day  give  the  World  fome  remarkable  Proofs 

of  it. But  to  proceed.  ,.  /,_.  '^i  .; ,.'. 

■^  As  This  is  their  ufual  Manner  of  wri^ngj  ly^Sy  ex- 
"jt)fe<5led,  \vhen  I  gave  fome  Account  of  my  late  Inter-' 
view  with  Merlin,  that  They  would  immediately 
top  a  Counter-? r-ophec^  upon  Me ;  but  I  fuppofe  Thev 
found,  upon  Enquiry,  that  Merlin  was  refolved  to 
ftand  by  Me,  whom  He  hath  appointed  his  Agent ; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Walftngham  contented  Himfelf  with 
maintaining  the  Caufe  of  the  Garden,  where  his  new 
Habitation  is  placed.  To  give  Him  his  Due,  it  mufV 
be  own'd  that  He  hath  acquitted  Himfelf  with  great 
Sufficiency,  upon  this  Head,  and  proved  the  Garden 
fo  Mtxy  f acred,  like  the  antient  oracular  Grove  of  Do- 
dona,  that  it  is  little  lefs  than  Blafphemy  or  Treafon  to 
touch  a  fmgle  Tree,  or  Shrub,  that  grows  in  it. 

But  They  have  fhew'd  all  their  Dexterity,  with  Re- 
gard to  the  Bank-Contract  ;  for  We  had  no  fooner 
intimated  a  Defign  of  having  a  Starling,  that  Jhould 
fpeak  nothing  elj'e,  than  They  were  refolved  to  be  be- 
forehand with  Us;  and  having  pick'd  up  one  of  the 
noifieft  Birds  of  that  Kind,  v/hich  They  could  get  for 
Lfjve  or  Money,  They  immediately  fet  H'lm  up,  in 
Oppoficion  to  Us.  1  was  in  Hopes  indeed  that,  for 
Variety's  Sake,  They  would  have  changed  Him  into 
a  Mac-Pye,  at  Icdt,  which  can  chatter  as  fall-,  ard 
would  have  ferved  their  Purpofe  full  as  well;,,  but 
They  are  refolved,  it  feems,  not  to  abate  us  an  Inch, 
»nd  to' be  always  witty  in  our  ozvn  Way, 

Again ; 
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Again ;  when  We  found  that  a  certain  honoMrable 
Gentleman  was  refolved,  if  poffibJe,  to  drop  the  Affair 
of  the  Bank-Contract,  after  He  had  been  deteded 
in  a  moft  infamous  Falshood  about  it;  and  it 
was  thought  proper  to  keep  it  alive  by  a  Jianding  Ad- 
vertifementy  in  Imitation  of  the  Medley,  four  and  twenty 
Years  ago ;  thefe  ingenious  Operators  immediately  took 
the  Hint,  and  have  been  more  than  even  with  Us,  by 
crowding  their'Paper  with  three  or  four  Advertifements 
of  the  fame  Kind,  which  They  are  increaling  every 
Week. 

5^/j  notable  "Device  ^uts  Me  in  Mind  of  the  young 
Toet,  mentioned  in  the  Spectator  ;  who,  feeing  a  Child 
or  two  introduced  upon  the  Stage  with  good  Succefs, 
had  a  Defign  of  bringing  a  Widozu  and  half  a  Dozen 
fatherlefs  Children  into  his  next  Play ;  but  if  He  had 
put  it  in  Execution,  it  would  hava  certainly  thrown 
the  Audience  into  a  Fit  of  Laughter,  inllead  of  moving 
their  Compaffion. 

The  minifierial  Advocates  have  not  only  got  the  bet- 
ter of  Us,  in  the  Number  of  their  Advertifements,  but 
alfo   in  the  Language ;  being  plentifully  ftrew'd  with 
the  Words  Villainy,  Beadles,  Hangmen,  and   other  p(h\ 
lite  Exprejftons    of   the  fame  Kind ;  which  Ihew  th% 
Delicacy  of  the  Writers,  as  well  as  the  noble  land  gen<  " 
rous  Spirit  of  Him,  by  wbofe  Diredlion  and  Authorit 
fuch  fine  Strokes  of  Satire  are  propagated  through  tl 
Kingdom.     Indeed,  I  cannot  think    it  over-jadicio 
in  Him  to  fufter  the  Terms,  Breach  of  Truji  and  inf 
mous  Corruptions,  to  ftand  in  quite  fo  glaring  a  Light 
becaufe  if  He  pleafes   to  review  the  Journals  of  th^ 
Houfe  of  Commons,  m  the  Year   1711-12,  He  will  i\i\ 
the  fame  Charge  recoil  very  heavily  on  Himfelf.     Fo 
the   fame  Reafon,  I  was  a  little  furprized  to  fee  any 
Gentleman  charged,  in  a  publick  Advertifement,  with 
continuing  to  infult  ^  plundered  Nation,  by  ere  cl- 
ing Palaces,  and  extending  Parks,  zvith  a  Profufton 

of  Expencet  manifefilitg  moft  prodigious  Rapine,  • » 

•  Eat. 


N^483.    7>&^  CRAFtsMAN.        lap 

But  the  SuhjfB  feems  to  be  of  \o  tender  a  Nature,  that 
He  does  not  value  any  Severities  upon  Himfelf,  in  order   _ 

i to' -turn  a  Difpute  about  FaBs  into  perfonal  Jitercattons ».  : 
and  I  mull  do  Mr.  Walfinghnm  the  Juftice  to  fay,  that 
He  could  nor  poflibly  make  Ufe  of  a  finer  hfirument 

\  for  that  Purpofe. 

;     They  have   likewife  wander'd  into  Points j  quite  fq- 

,  reign  TO  theDifpute,  in  order  to  furnifh  Matter  for  thefe  ., 
exquifite  Pieces^  by  raking  into  private  Chara^ersyZnd 
ftuiHng  them  with  ferfojial  Abufe  ;  which  I  appreTiend 
if'Would  be  DO  difficult  Matter  for  Us  to  retort   upon 
Tliefn.  and   their  Patron,  with   confiderable  Advantage, 

if  We  could  fubmit  to  fuch  dirt)^  Work. But,  at  . 

prefent,  2ls  Six  Ricba?-d  Steele  formerly  faid  of  Z)^';;/^/ri,- 
let  Us  think  of  nrAhing  but  the  Bank-Contract. 

If  any  Thing  could  be  thought  extraordinary,  or  fur- 
prizing,  in  thefe  Writers y  it  would  be  their  clamorous 
Demand  for  an  Anfwer  to  the  Gazetteers  of  the  27th, 
28th  and  29th  of  Auguft^  with  their  affeded  Triumph 
upon  our  Defeat ;  though  their  Patron  was  foon  pro- 
mi  fed  2.  full  and  particular  Anfzver  to  every  Point,   in 

■  Cafe  He  did  not  think  fit  to  difavow  thofe  three  fillj 
mid  lying  Papers.  I  chofe  this  Method,  for  the  Sake  of 
Candour  arid  fair  Dealing  towards  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman, and  out  of  common  Prudence,  with  Regard  to 
Myfelf',  for  as  I  could  not  eafily  fuppofe  that  a  Gentle- 
m-an  of  his  Figure  would  encourage  fuch  lovj  Ribaldry 
and  Prevarication,  fo  I  did  not  care  to  fubjecl  Myfelf  to 
the  Ridicule  of  the  World,  by  anfwering  Papers,  which 
might  be  given  up,  as  foon  as  they  were  expofed.  But 
frnce  the  honourable  Gentleman  hath  been  fo  far  from 
di (owning  them,  that  He  hath  order'd,  or  permitted 
thfem  to  be  bundled  up  in  a  Pamphlet,  and  to  be  re- 
commended in  his  new  Gaxeite,  with  repeated  Defyan- 
ce%  as  the  proper  Objeft  of  wy  Reply ;  I  appeal  to  the 
World  whether  they  ought  not  to  be  look*d  upon  as  his 
(rfbr  Defence  ;  and  whether  I  have  not  a  Right  to  treat 
ihSTrt"  accotdingly. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Walfingham  feems  to  think  that  He  hath  catchM 
Me  in  an  Inconfifiency,  and  fwaggers  moll  inordinately 
upon  it,  through  a  *' whole  Taper',  becaufe  I  calPd  upon 
all  the  minifierial  Writers  for  an  Anfwer  to  wliat  had 
been  alledged  againft  their  "Patron,  and  yet  did  not  im- 
mediately reply  to  the  firft^  that  appear'd.  But  This 
is  exadlly  of  a  Piece  with  his  other  Renfo?nngs ;  for 
though  I  challenged  Them  all  jointly y  it  does  not  fol- 
low  that  J  am  bound  to  anfwer  every  one  of  'them  fe- 
parately  ;  (nor,  indeed,  would  it  be  pofHble,  if  1  had  as 
many  Hands  as  Briareus  i)  but  only  to  wait,  and  enter 
the  Lifts  with  Thofe,  upon  whom  the  chief Strefs  is  laid. 
I  am .  heartily  glad  to  find  that  this  Honour  is  done  to 
Him  ;  and  hope  foon  to  fee  Him  in  his  Chariot  again. 

Befides  this  Reafon,  for  delaying  my  Reply,  I  had 
another  ;  for  I  was  really  out  of  Town,  and  at  a  Place, 
where  I  had  no  Opportunity  of  confulting  the  proper 
Books  for  that  Purpofe.  Perhaps,  This  might  be  their 
chief,  if  not  their  only  Motive  for  infilling  fo  peremp- 
torily on  an  immediate  Anfwer ;  in  Hopes  that  it  might 
be  imperfefl,  for  Want  of  thofe  Lights  j  together  with  a 
Confcioufnefs  that  it  was  capable  of  being  made  corn- 
pleat  ^  by  fuch  Vouchers  and  Authorities  as  are  in  being. 

I  mention  thefe  Particulars,  in  View  to  an  idle  Sug- 
gellion,  that  I  waited  for  Inilruflions  from  France,  or 
Torkjbire^  or  the  Lo|d  knows  whence.  Bat  They  will 
loon  find  that  there  are  ample  Materials  for  theBufinefs 
much  nearer  home. 

Thefe  hajly  Gentlemen  ought  likewife  to  remember 
how  long  it  was  before  I  could  draw  any  Anfwer,  or 
even  the  Promife  of  an  Anfwer,  from  Them ;  whereas  I 
publickly  promifed  Them  one,  in  eight  Days  after  their 
lall  Paper  came  out'.  That  is,  as  foon  as  it  was  poffible 
for  Me  to  do  it,  in  the  Craftfman,  had  I  been  in  Town, 
I  had  a  Right  therefore,  in  my  Turn,  to  a  little  Indul-; 
gence  of  the  fame  Nature.  ' 

However, 

*  Gazetteeer,  Sept,  lo. 


15^4^4-    ^^  Craftsman.       131 

^r  However,  iificeThey  pretend  to  be  fo  very  impa- 
tient,, (for  I  really  believe  it  only  a  Pretence)  I  will  en- 
deavour to  give  Them  Sarisfaftion  on  Saturday  riext, 
with,  as  muck  Decency  as  the  Subject  will  admit ;  and 
{hall  leave  the  Publick  to  judge,  whether  I  don*t  fully 
make  out  the  Points  in  Dijpute. 
''"J.  fliall  only.add,  that  as  I  have  been  provoked  to 
ihu  Rep%  in  the  moft  infolent  Manner,  I  hope  I  fhall 
be  fufFer'd  to  go  through  it,  without  the  ufual  Interpo- 
{\'C\()TiQi'i\\i^feecularArmi  notwithftanding  the  open 
Menaces  and  icandalou^  Infinuadons  in  the  Gazetteer  of 
Monday  laft/  "         ...'  r-:  ;  -    ^  D. 
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*tbeCafe  of  the  Bank  Contract  truely  Jiafed,  in 
Anfwer  to  the  Gazetteers  of  the  zjthy  z%th  and 
2<^th  ^  Auguft  laji. 

i$ddref^d  to  a  certain    Right  Honourable 


n:- 


Gentleman. 


-SIR, 


[HEN  the  three  Gazetteers,  intitled  the 
Cafe  of  the  Bank-Contract,  were 
'irft  publilh'd,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
give  You  an  Opportunity  of  dilavowing 
them,  or  adding  any  Thing  farther  in 
your  Defence ;  that  You  might  not  af- 
terwards complain  of  Mifreprefentation,  or  any  Advan- 
tage being  taken  ol  Papers,  which  were  publifh'd  with- 
out your  Confent  and  Approbation.  But  You  have 
been  fo  far  from  difowning,  or  difcountenancing  them, 

in 
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in  any  Manner,  that  You  have  not  pnly  fufferM  your 
Advocates  to  infult  and  triumph  upon  'them,  as  unan- 
fvverable,  but  to  fpread  them  through  the  Kingdom,  by 
ypur  Authority,  with  the  moft  outrageous  Abufe,  and 
the  very  Sink  of  all  Billing/gate.  You  muft  therefore 
excufe  this  fecond  Addrejs,  in  which  I  ihall  conlider 
j:.hem  as  ^our  own,  and  prove  them  a  Ihamelefs  Attempt 
to  jullify  one  Falpood  by  federal  more. 

But  before  I  do  This,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  bring 
\kiz  Reader  back  to  the  true  Point  in  Debate,  as  it  ftoqd 
between  Toti  and  the  Author  of  the  Cafe  of  the  finking 
Fund  ',  which  hath  been  induftrioufly  difguifed,  in  or 
der  to  perplex  the  Queftion,  and  impofe  a  falfe  State  0; 
it  upon  the  Publick. 

Though  this  Afiair  of  the  Bank-Contract  hatl 
been  frequently  mentioned  of  late  Years,  in  a  curforj 
Manner,  as  a  moft  fraudulent  and' iniquitoas  Tranl 
a6lion,  which  ruin'd  thoufands  of  innocent  Families ; 
yet  the  Particulars  of  it  were  never  opened  and  ex 
plain'd,  till  Toti  undertook  that  Task  in  the  Confdcra 
tions,  with  this  remarkable  Introdudion.  ^  :^ 

**  *  I  confefs  it  is  a  DigrelTion  from  the  main  Scop 
«*  of  my  prefent  Bufmefs,  to  enter  now  into  the  Con 
"  fideration  of  this  Bank-Contra5i ;  but  it  hath  be^i 
<*  made  of  late  fo  much  the  Subjed:  of  Converfatipn 
**  both  in  publick  and  private,  and  treated  as  the  moJ 
<*  wicked,  and  I  know  not  what,  of  all  publick  Tranl 
<*  aftions,  that  I  thought  it  would  be  fome  Satisfac^ioi 
**  to  the  World,  to  have  this  Matter  Jiratedi  that  Per 
<«  fons,  that  talk  and  write  about  it,  may  knoiu  fome 
*'  thitig  of  the  Matter,  which  indeed  I  think  Then 
<*  very  ignorant  of  I  have  procured  my  Informati 
*'  ons  from  the  be/i  Authorities,  that  are  now  to  b^ 
<*  had,  and  I  leally  believe  every  Word  of  what 
*'  ihall  advanc-e  is  frilly  true. 

'  W/ia 
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*  Wkat  can  be  more  folemn,  or  difcover  a  greater  Air 
of  Veracity,  as  well  as  fuperior  Knowledge  in  this  Af- 
fair,  than  the  foregoing  Paragraph  ?  You  are  fo  far 
from  expreiTing  the  leaft  Diffidence  o^.  yom  Informa- 
timst  that  You  alTare  us  You  have  them  from  the  6eji- 
.Authorities,  and  are  pleaied  to  communicate  theili  to 
I  Us,  for  the  Satisfa^iion  of  the  World,  and  in  Compaffi- 
on  to  our  Ignorance,  that  We  may  not  continue  to  turite 
and  talk  any  longer  about  the  Bank-Contraffl:,  without 
■  hiwzving  famethi?!g  of  the  Matter. 

In  Purfuance  of  this  gracious  Declaration,  You  pro- 
ceed to  a  minute  Account  of  all  the  Steps  and  Circum- 
ftances,  that  led  to  this  Tranfa^ion,  as  well  as  the  Share, 

that  Sir  R  W had  in  it.     Having  premifed 

that  He  was  then  no  Minijler,  but  only  Pay?nafter  (^ 
the  Ar?ny,  You  tell  us  that  He  was  fent  for  out  of  the 
Country,  where  He  had  lived  the  greatell  Part  of  the 
Summer,  to  alTift  in  faving  a  finking  Nation  ;  that  He 
iccordingly  came  up  for  this  Purpofe,  and  was  fo  good 
IS  to  give  all  the  Affiliance  in  his  Power,  by  making 
Life  of  his  Credit  with  the  Bank,  whom  He  at  length 
Drevail'd  upon  to  fupport  the  Southfea  Company ;  that 
n  Confequence  of  This,  there  was  a  Meeting  of  a 
flommittee  of  each  Company,  at  ilitPofl-Majfer-GeneraPs 
itioufe,  in  iPrefence  o^  feveral  Ge?itlemen  in  the  Admi- 
niftration,  whom  You  particularly  enumerate.  T^his 
Meeting  was  on  the  19th  0^ Sept.  1720  ;  and  You  add, 
.hat  the  two  Committees  having  come  lofome  Agreement, 
Ufter  a  long  Conference,  it  was  thought  proper  to  take 
down  a  Minute  of  it   in  Writing.      You  farther  own 

:hat,  at  the  general  Defire  of  the  Company,  Mr.  IV 

irew  this  Minute,   and    give   us  a  Copy  of  it,  which 
ifou  fay  hath  been  ever  fince  callM   the  Bank-Contra^. 

You  then  add  the  following  ever- memorable  Af- 

Tertion. 

"  This  is  All,  that  was  v/rote  by  Sir  R —  W— 
•*  at  This,  or  at  any  other  Time,  relating  to  this 
Affair-,  and  I  have  been   afTurcd,   in  the   future 
Vol.  XIV,  M  *<  Meetings 


I 
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"Meetings  upon- this  Bu/ine/s,  Hi.  was  never 

■ff   ONCE    PRESENT. 

Tbis  Paper,  which  You  call  the  lBa?ik-Co?jira£l^  hav- 
ing noSti/e,  Title  or  Preamble  to  it,  and  the  moft  mate- 
rial Articles  being  either  left  blank,  or  refer'd  to  a  fub- 
fequent  Agreement ,  You  triumph  upon  it  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary Manner,  and  your  Creatures  did  the  iame, 
upon  the  Publication  of  tht  Pamphlet ,  as  a  compleat 
Anfwer  tp.all  the  Imputadbns  and  Claniours^  upon  that 
Account.  ,',-,  -■  "  ;•; 

But  thefe  Exultations  did  not  laft  long  ;  for  the  Au- 
thor  of  the  Cafe  of  the  finking  fund  happened  to  make 
an  unlucky  Difcovery  that  the  honourable  Gentleman 
was. at  a  juhfequent  Meeting  of  the  tzvo  Parties,  on  tht 
23d  of  the  fame  Month,  and  then  drew  up  another 
•Paper  between  Them ;  which  hath  not  only  a  Title 
but  every  material  Article  is  fiU'd  up,  and  the  Bank  ex 
preflyagree  tofubfcribe  their  Capital  Stock  of  3, 3  7  5, 000/ 

Into  the  Southjea  Company  at  400  L-fer  Cent. 

This  appears  from  the  original  Contract,  in  Si 

R — >—  W 's  own  Hand-writing  ;  which  th 

Author  affures  us  is  ftili  in  Being,  and  ready  to  be  pre 
duced. 

Here  therefore  lies  theStrefs  of  the  Argument;  an^ 
the  main  Point  is,  whether  the  honourable  Gentlema 
•was  not  really  at  this  Meeting,  and  drew  up  this  Agrp 
ment,  as  well  as  the  foriner,  notwithilanding  your  f( 
lemn  AfTeveration  to  the  contrary. 

This  flruck  all  your  Advocates  in  an  Heap  at  once 
and  They  feem'd  refolved  to  pafs  it  over  in  Silence, 
it  was  poffible  to  do  it ;  but  finding  that  a  Point  of  fuc 
Importance  to  the  Publick  would  not  be  eafJy  fufFer' 
to  dye  away,  They  were  obliged  to  make  Uie  of  the 
laft  Refort,  and  endeavour'd  to  drown  Reafon  ar 
Truth  in  a  Torrent  oi Scurrility.  I  appeal  to  the  Worl 
and  even  to  Yourfelf,  whether  the  like  was  ever  f€< 
■jbefore,  in  any  Difpute, 
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'  But  as  to  the  Fa  ft,  what  have  They  faid  to  invalidate 
it  ?  Why,  at  iirft,  They  inlinuated  that  there  was  no 
fuch  Paper  in  Being,  or  that  it  was  all  a  Forgery.  When 
This  would  not  go  down.  They  pleaded  your  Want  of 
Memory y  and  told  us  that  a  Gentleman,  who  had  been 
engaged  forfo  many  Years  in  a  Multiplicity  of  AfFairSj^., 
might  eafily  forget  fuch  a  Circumftance,  or  miftake  one 
Meeting  ^OY  another.  They  had  afterwards -the  Modefty. 
toaflert  that  the  whole  Difpute  confiits  in  a  Difference 
betzv e en  tzvo  Pamphlets.  But  their  chief  Argument  is, 
that  whatever  Part  the  honourable  Gentleman  afted  in 
this  Affair,  whetiier  right  or  wr-ong,  was  at  the  earned 
Sollicitation  and  Intreaties  of  another  Gentleman,  who 
hegg'd  and  pra y'd  Him  to  do  it,  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes. 
All  This  fhall  be  conlider'd  in  another  Paper  or  two  » - 
and  I  will  conclude  at  prefent  with  fome  farther  Re* 
marks  on  your  own  excellent  Account  of  this  Tranf- 
aEilon,  as  itflands  in  the  Confi derations. 

It  is  a  pretty  remarkable  Circumftance,  as  the  Author 
9/*  the  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund  hath  already  obferved,. 
that  any  Man  fhould  be  able  to  get  fo  confiderable  a 
Place  as  That  of  Paymafier  of  the  Army,  without  any 
Credit,  or  Power  at  Court.  But  there  is  fomething  farther 
to  be  faid,  upon  this  Head  j  for  whether  the  Paym after  of 
the  Army  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  Minifier  or  not ;  it  >s 
certain  that  He  had  more  Power,  at  that  Time,  than  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  \  and  carry 'd,  in  Oppofi- 
tion  to  Him,  one  of  the  moft  fcandalous  Projefts  of  t  he 
whole  Year,  befides  the  Bank-Contrafl.  It  was  caifd 
tat  firll  the  Reconciliation-Bargain ;  but  it  is  better  known 
at  prefent  by  the  Name  of  the  two  Infurance  Companies  j 
which  gave  Money  to  the  Civil-Lifi  for  the  Privilege  of 
becoming  ttvo  Bubbles,  under  the  Sandlion  of  an  A<fl:  of 
Parliament  ;  at  a  Time  too,  when  the  Treafury  was  pro- 
vided with  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Supply  of  it  other- 
wife  ;  and  when  even  the  Southfea  Directors,  who 
were  afraid  of  this  unneccffary  Fewel,  offer'd  to  advance 
the  Money  for  the  Civil-Lifi,  upon  fure  and  eafy  Terms, 
rather  than  let  thofe  Bubbles  take  Place.  It  ought  to  be 
M  2  remember 'd 
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remember'd  that,  upon  the  irft  forming  of  this  Vrojefl^ 
a  Share  fold  for  about  5  /.  and  the  fame  Share,  at  the 
higheft  Price  afterwards,  for  about  140  /.  Now  if  You 
will  be  plea  fed  to  compare  the  proportional  Increale  cf 
the  Southfea  to  it,  You  will  find  how  immenfely  larger 
the  Gains  were  on  the  latter ;  and  the  World  muft 
judge,  from  the  honour abk  Gentle mati' s  Charafter,  whe- 
ther He  made  no  Advanmge  of  his  oW7i  Buibte. 

I  muft  here  beg  Leave  to  refrefh  your  Memory  with  3 
Paiikge  or  two  in  Mr.  A  -^  .  g/Vs  fecond speech  before 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  relating  to  this  SubjeSl. 

**  *  The  unficcountable  Succefs  of  this  Undertaking 
**  (meaning  the  Southfea  Scheme)  gave  Birth  to  many 
**  bafe  and  ruinous  BrojeBs ;  and  it  muft  ever  be  a  pub- 
**  lick  Reproach,  that  Encouragement  was  given  to 
**  thofe  two  Bubbles,  which  were  eftablifh'd  to  raife  a 
*^  Sapply  for  the  Support  of  the  Cwil-Lift.  'Tis  very 
*'  well  known  that  thofe  two  FrojeSts  did  not  proceed 
•*  from  Me. 

**  Whatever  Opinion  the  V/orld  may  have  of  the 
**  Southfea  Scheme,  I  will  prefume  to  fay  that  thefe  two 
*^  ProJ£tls  were  founded  in  greater  Iniquity,  and  con- 
*■  tributed  more  ta  the  publick  Calamity,  than  any 
"  Thing  elfe. 

Let  This  fulficc,  as  to  the  honourable  Gentleman^s 
W&ntof  Credit  2.nd  Power.  But  You  add,  "  that  He 
"  was  fen t  for  up  out  of  the  Country,  and  his  Advice 
^  and  AUiftance  was«demanded,  to  aftift   in  faving  a 

<*  finking  Nation,  8cc. He  was  defired  and  im- 

**  portuned  to  ufe  his  Credit  with  the  Bank,  to  induce 
<'  Them  to  a^ree  to  a  Propofal  made  by  the  Southfea 
'^  Company,  for  circulating  a  'Number  of  their  Bonds, 

This,  I  believe,  may  be  true  enough  ;  but  the  chief 
Queftion  is  by  whom  He  was  fent  for  up,  and  what 
Vv'as   his  own  particular  Motive  for  obeying  the  Sum- 
mons 

*  Hij},  Begiji.  Vol,  8.    p,  319. 
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mons  fo  readily.  Perhaps,  This  may  be  partly  ex- 
plam  d  by  what  follows. 

'*  It  mull:  be  remembered,  faj  llu,  that  nothing  of 
"  this  Kind  arofe  from  the  5/?///^,  or  was  at  their  Mo- 

*'  tion. But  the  Clamour  was  irreliftible  ;  and  the 

,«*  Ba;zk^  out  of  Neceffity,  hearken'd  to  the  Propofals  of 
"  the  Soutbfea  Company  ;  for  from  Them  every  Step  and 
"  Motion  proceeded. 

To  tiii^-  like  wife  I  am  ready  to  agree,  provided  it  is 
not  extended  beyond  the  Propofal,  for  the  Circulation 
of  their  Bonds  j.  and  though  I  am  very  fenfible  Yqii 
meant  it  only  as  to //?'/?/ P^j//// J  yet  it  is  fo  dextroiifly 
worded,  that  your  Friends  may  take  it,  out  of  Kindnefs, 
I  in  a  larger  Senfe.  You  go  on  thus. 

"  This  not  being  relilh'd  immediately,  it  was  pro- 
"  pofed'that  there  fliould  be  a  Meeting  of  a  Committee, 

"  confifting  of  fz>e  of  each  Company y  kz. — .  This 

**  Meeting  w^as  on  the  19th  of  ^ept,  1720,  three  Days 
*'"  after  the  Propofal. 

You  add  ;  "I  have  been  told  that  this  Co?ference 
**  lafted  for  many  Hours,  with  great  Reludlance  on  the 
"  Part  of  the  Bank^  but  prefs'd  with  fo  much  Eager- 
**  nefs  and  Authority  on  the  other  Side,  that  the  Bank 
**  was  prevaird  upon  to  yield. 

It  mufl:  be  obferved,  even  from  this  very  Account  of 
the  Tranfaftion,  that  the  Meeting,  on  the  Part  of  the 
Southfea^  was  to  perfuade  the  Bank  to  circulate  their 
Bonds  i  a  Thing,  which  the  tatter  did  not  im?nediately 
relijh  i  but  what  was  donCy  to  make  Them  relip  it, 
and  by  ivhorn  propofed,  were  Points  of  too  tender  a  Na- 
tiue  to  be  mention'd  ;  and^  perhaps,  it  might  be  hoped 
that  the  former  Words,  every  Step  and  Motion ^  would 
be  carry*d  on  to  the  Tranfacftions  at  this  Meeti?jg.  But 
fuch  is  the  Force  of  Truth,  that  it  will  fometimes  fhew 
itfelf  through  the  moft  concerted  Difguife;  for  the  very 
Contrast  You  produce,  imperfe^  as  it  is,  fhews  plainly 
enough  from  znhich  Side  the  Propofition  came,  relating 
M   3  tQ 
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to  the  Sto^k.  After  the  Bank's  Agreement  to  circulate 
the  S&uthJ'ea  Bonds,  it  is.  added, 

'j,5^*!rhatiN  Consideration  of  this  Undertaking, 
.**^the  Southfea  Company  ^i2M  pay  the  3,700,000/.  to 
*"*~  be  paid  to  the  Ba?2k  by  Notice  of  Parliament,  in  the 
•*  Southfea  Stock,  at  a  Piice  to  be  agreed  on  between 
"  the  t-zvo  Companies. 

From  hence,  I  think,  it  evidently  appears  that  This 
was  a  Relijher  of  the  Bank's  own  propofing,  or  a 
Thing  given  Them  in  Con-ft deration  of  what  They  pro- 
mifed  to  do  J  and  there  can  be  no  Doubt  that  both  They 
and  Tou  made  the  bell  of  it ;  fince  it  fbon  afterwards 
appear'd  that  it  was  never  defigiid  to  be  kept,  u^lefs  it 
happen'd  to  prove  for  the  Advemtage  of  the  Bank  ; 
and  You  flill  acknowledge  that  the  whole  of  that  AfFah 
was  only  the  Biter'' s  being  hit ;  an  ExprelEon  fo  full  to 
every  Point  now  brought  into  Difpute,  that  it  mufl  and 
ihall  be  often  repeated.  For  who  were  lb  well  quali- 
fyM  to  be  the  Biters,  in  this  Cafe,  as  Thofe,  who  made 
the  Bargain,  on  Purpofe  to  fell  out  their  Stock  at  400  / 
per  Cent,  with  a  fecret  Referve  to  imke  it  void,  when 
it  would  not  anfwer  their  Purpofes  ar^y  longer  ?  The 
Transfer  Books  of  the  Southfea  Company  bear  fome  Me- 
morials of  the  great  Sales  of  Stock  by  Thofe,  whom  You 
intrufted  with  this  Scene  of  Iniquity  ',  nor  muft  the  ex- 
traordinary Tranfatlions  of  a  CERTAIN  Shop,  at  thai 
Time,  be  forgotten.  You  would  think,  no  Doubt,  that 
We  had  a  very  mean  Opinion  cf  your  Parts,  if  We 
ihould  fuppofe  that  You,  (who  made  no  Scruple  0I 
•  drawling  your  intimate  Friends  into  Contrads  for  Stock, 
at  the  higheft  Price )  Vv'ould  let  Them  into  fucb  a  Se- 
(ret  as  This,  without  partaking  of  it  yourfelf. 

As  a  farther  Confirmation  that  the  Stock-Bart  of  the 
Contra^  was  a  Relijher  of  the  Bank's  own  propofing, 
and  in  Conf  deration  of  their  circulating  xht  Southfea 
Company'' s  Bonds,  I  mufl:  beg  Leave  to  lay  before  the 
Reader  another  PaiTage  from  the  Memoirs  of  theft 


Times. 


««  Or 
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-  ■  "  *  On  the  20th  of  Sept.  there  was  a  Ge?teral  Court 
^  of  the  Southfen-Comp/iny^  at  Merchant-Taylor' s-Hall'i 
••where  Sir  John  Fellovts,  the  Sue-Governor, 
**  acquainted  Them  that,  fmce  their  lafl  Meeting,  their 
•♦  Stock  having  taken  an  nnexpefted  Turn,  to  the  Difl 
**  advantage-  of  the  Company,  the  Directors  had  been 
**  confuhing  what  might  bemoft  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
*^  Corporation ;  and  confidering  the  great  Credit  the 
^*  Bank  ofEfigland  had  juftly  gain'd,  both  at  home  ^nd 
"  abroad,  They  hsd  thought  it  for  their  Intereft  to 
"  treat  with  that  Company,  for  c'trtulating  their  Bonds, 
*•  and  to  GRANT  Them  Stock  at  a  moderate 
*'  Price,  in   Lieu    of  the    3,700,000  /.  which   the 

3  **  Southfea  Company  was  to  pay  Them  at  Lady-Day, 
''  and  Michaelmas  1721  ;  and  that,  from  theRefult  of 
•''  the  Meeting  They  had  the  Night  before  with  fame 
*'  Gentlemen  of  the  Bank,  and  fome  Perfons  of  the  firfl 
*'  Rank,  They  doubted  not  but  Juch  an  Agreement 
*'  might  foon  be  per  fed  ed. 

We  are  told,  in  the  fame  Place,  that  the  Bank,  ac- 
c(»ding  to  this  Agre^nmit,  was  to  have  one  Million  ef 
the  Southfea  Company'' s    capital  Stock,  in   Lieu    of  this 

;  3,700,000/.    which,  fays  the  Author,   is   Five   per 

j  Cent,  cheaper  than  the  faid  Stock  was  given   to   the 

i  First  Subscribers  of  Annuities. 

U  therefore  the  Sub-Governor  of  the  Southfea  Com- 
pa?jy,  who  was  alfo  one  of  the  Committee  at  the  Poft- 
Office,  may  be  allov^^'d  to  know  any  Thing  of  the 
Matter,  this  ^antity  of  Stock  was  underftood  to 
have    been    granted    to   the    Bank,    at  a   mode- 

i  rate  Price,  in  Consideration  of  the  other 
Part  of  the  Agreement,  and  not  forced  upon  Them ^ 
at  an  high  Price,  as  your  Advocate  every  wheie 
sdrerts. 

There 

*  Hifi,  Reg.  Vol.  5.  /.  369.  or  Pol.  State,  Vol.  20. 

;.  188. 
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There  is  one  Article  more  in  your  firj}  ^  Accoum 
which  deferves  a  little  Notice  ;  and  That  is  wher 
You  fay  ;  "  I  have  been  told  there  was  fome  littl 
*'  DifputCy  who  fhould  write  down,  or  draw  th 
"  Minute  ;    but  it  being  the    general    Defire  of  thi 

"Company  that  Mr.  W fhould  do  it,"  He  ac 

Gordingly  did  it. This  foine  little  Difpute  was   Ic 

very  little,  as  I  am  informM,  that  nobody  ever  heard,  o 
few  it.  But  I  fhall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  of  This 
in  another  Place. 

Having   thus  examined  the  Account,  which  Yoi 

gave  the  Publick  yourfelf  of  this  TranfaSiiony  I  fhaJ 

have  the  lefs  Trouble  with  yo\xx  Advocate'^sixx^^hmtn 

talone,   in  the  Gazetteer.  C.  D. 

To.  be  continued  in  our  next. 


N^485.  Saturday,  0^(?^^r  18,  1735. 


r^.  CALEB    D-'ANVERS,    Efq-y 

The  SubjeSi  cf //^^  Bank-Contract  continued. 

Jddrejfed  t^  a  ctKT Km  TKionT  honourable 
Gentleman,, 

SIR, 

'Think  it  hath  been  fufficiently  proved 
in  our  lail,  that  the  Bank  were  no 
drawn  into  the  Stock-Part  of  the  A 
greement  by  the  Southfea  Directors,  a 
Tou  and  your  Advocates  have  aflerted  ; 
thoufand"^ Times  over  j  but  that  it  wa 
a  Profofal of  TYi's.i^  own,  z«  Consideration  ^ 
their  circukHng  a  cerimn  Ku?nber  of  the  Southse, 

Company 
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Tompany's  Bonds,  which  They  did  not  immediate- 
'v  rehfl:>.  From  whence  it  appears  that  the  **  Bank 
•hought  it  an  advantageous  Bargain  for  ThemfeheSy  at 
:h3t  Time  ;  and  there  can  be  no  Doubt  that  You  would 
-\?A't  aflifted  Them  in  pinning  the  Scuthfea  Company 
iown  to  It,  i7i  Cafe  it  had  proved  Jo  ;  but  it  is  a  Point 
ong  fmce  known  in  the  C/Vv,  as  well  as  in  other  Places^ 
:hat  They  had  piivate  Affurances  given  Them  of  being 
•eleafed  from  it,  if  it  proved  otheriotfe.  Nay,  the  very 
f-f  Advocate,  vAiO  appeared  for  You  in  this  Caufe,  ju- 
iiciouflv  owns,  "  *  that  the  ealier  to  entice  Them  ( the 
'  Bank  )'mK.o  this  Bargain,  They  might  very  proba- 
^'  bly  have  had  like  wile  Hopes,  or  Inti??iatiom,  given 
'  Them,  that  what  They  fhould  do  then,  to  keep  up 
'  the  Credit  of  the  South fea  Compan'^,  fhould  be  made 
'  good  to  Them,  as  it  was  a  national  Concern,  by  Vnr- 
'*  liament,  in  Cafe  They  fhould  be  any  Lofers  there- 
'  by,"  —  It  is  fuggeftedjindeed,  that  thefe  Hopes,ox  In- 
imationi,viQxt  given  the  Bank  by  the  late  Minijiry  and 
bme  leading  Members,  at  that  Time  ;  but  This  is  fo 
idiculous  a  Suppofition,  and  received  fo  -j-  full  an  An- 
"wer  immediately  after,  that,  to  avoid  Repetitions,  I 
hall  refer  the  Reader  to  it  for  Particulars. 

The  next  Point  to  be  confider'd  is,  whether  the  ho- 
lourable  Gentleman  zoas  Wtnje  If  actually  drawn  in- 
to thefe  Meetings  of  the  two  Companies,    and  the   re- 

**  Southiea  Stock  was,at  that  Time,  about  400  /.  the 
Price,  zuhich  the  Bank  agreed  to  take  it  at ;  and  it  was 
■he general  Opinion  that  this  Contra 61  would  have  raifed 
i  con  ft  der  ably.  Befides,  it  ought  to  be  confder*d  that  the 
Bank  zoere  liable  to  be  paid  off  this  3,700,000  /.  at  Par  ; 
hy  which  They  would  have  lo/l  all  the  Profit  of  the  advanced 
Price  ',  and  though  the  Stock  had  not  the  Turn,  which 
was  expe£led,  the  Subfcription  for  circulating  South  fea 
Bonds  was  the  Occafion  offaving  the  Ba.nkfrom  Ruin. 

•  Gazetteer,  July  the  ()th  1735. 

t  See  the  Crafcfman  of  the  i^th  and  26th  of  July  laJi. 

mark- 


14^        ^e  Craftsman.    N^  485 

markable  Part  He  bore  in  thertiy  (  as  it  hath  been  afTert- 
ed  in  a  thoufand  Places )  or  Who  it  was,  that  hadfuch 
a  powerful  litflnence  over  Him. 

Your  good  Friend  A^Ir.  Walftngha??:  (for  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  conceal  Himfelf  )  is  pleafed  to  do  Mr.  A^bie 
this  Honour,  with  all  his  ufual  Redundancies  of  polue 
Rhetorick.  Not  content  with  perfilling  in  This,  for 
five  or  fix  Weeks  together,  and  calling  upon  us,  in  the 
mojft  clamorous  and  abufive  Manner,  for  an  Anfvver  j 
He  went  fo  far  as  to  infult  us  for  an  %  aHual  Refufal, 
and  founded  his  Triumph  upon  [|  that  very  Paper,  in 
which  We  promifed  You  a  full  and  particular  Anfwer 
ta  every  Pointy  if  You  did  not  think  fit  to  dijavow  Hi??t^ 
in  fbme  Manner  or  other  i  for  We  even  gave  You  a  La- 
titude, in  this  Refpe6l  ;  and  there  ai^  many  Ways  foj 
a  Man  in  your  Station  to  do  it,  if  You  had  a  Mind, 
without  engaging  Yomioii perfofiallyy  or  by  Name,  ir 
the  Difpute,  as  your  Advocate  hath  ridiculoufly  fup 
pofed.  But,  inflead  of  doing  any  Thing  of  this  Nature. 
You  have  encouraged,  and  authorized  Htm,  for  Thai 
is  really  the  Cafe,  to  go  on  in  his  Defyances,  his  Infult  $ 
and  moji  abominable  Scurrilities,  till  the  World  expeft 
ed  and  call'd  for  an  Anfwer,  as  well  as  Mr.  Walftng- 
ham.  When  He  found  us  provided  with  one,  and  faw 
it  coming.  He  began  immediately  to  *  ^-hedge  off,  anc 
prepare  for  his  Retreat.  I  know  very  well,  from  a  long 
Acquaintance  with  his  Writings  and  Spirit,  what  wa. 
his  De/ign  atfirjl ;  That  is,  to  bully  us  out  of  this  Ar 
gument,  by  Noife  and  Impudence  and  throwing  hi 
Filth  at  every  Body,  that  comes  in  his  Way.  Bu 
This  not  having  had  the  propofed  EfFeft,^!  know  likewif- 
what  He  is  afraid  of  now.  He  is  confcious  to  Himfelf 
as  well  as  You  are,    that  He  cannot  fupport  what  He 

:|:  Gazetteer,  Sept.    lo. 
II  Craftfman,   Sept,  6. 

*t  See  the  Gazetteer  of  Thurfday  08.  the  ()th  In 
Bant, 

hatl 
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lath  To  confidently  aver'd,  and  that  He  fhall  foon  be  de- 
eded of  having  mifrepre/ented,  mifquotedy  and  fre- 
mricated  through  the  whole,  in  a  moft  fcandalous 
Vlanner. 

For  this  Reafon,  He  hath  made  another  Attempt  to 
livert  the  Eyes  of  the  Publick  from  the  FaSrs  in  Difpute^ 
W  by  infmuating  that  the  only  Defign  of  the  prefent 
')ppojition  is  to  thrull  two  Gentlemen  into  the  Admi- 
liftration,  who  have  the  Mbfortune  to  lye  under  legal 
Incapacities  ;  but  This  is  fo  poor  and  Hale  an  Artifice, 
'0  improbable  in  itfelf,  and  fo  diredlly  contrary  to  your 
Dwn  perpetual  Refledions  that  all  thofe  Gentlemen,  who 
ire  not  difabled  in  the  fame  Manner,  are  aftuated  by 
nothing  but  Ambition^  and  an  infatiable  Thirjl  of  Pow- 
er ;  This,  I  fay,  is  fo  low  and  wretched  a  Shift,  that  I 
oiention  it  only  to  expofe  it,  and  point  it  out  to  the 
,  Contempt  of  the  World. 

I  In  this  F^/>^r  like  wife  there  is  a  new  Fund  o^fecret 
Hijiorj  open'd,  or  hinted  at,  which  could  come  from 
Nobody  but  Tourfeify  whether  true  or  falfe  ;  and  This 
farther  juftifiesMe  in  t\it  prefent  Addrefs,  If  it  fhould 
prove  difagreeable.  You  muft  thank  your  Friend  Mr. 
Walftngham,  who  hath  fo  foolifhly  provoked  it,  as  well 
33  tourfelf,  who  employ 'd  Him,  and  nott//.- 

For  my  own  Part,  1  am  no  Advocate  for  Mr,  ^^ — bie, 
to  whom  I  am  utterly  unlmown  ;  and,  I  hope,  it  will 
not  be  expeded  that  I  fhould  difpute  with  Ails  of  Par- 
liament y  though  your  candid  Advocates  are  continually 
endeavouring  to  lay  that  Office  upon  Me  ;  but  when 
Fa^s  come  into  Difpute,  I  think  Myfelf  at  Liberty  to 
clear  Them  up;  and  whsitcvtr  Mifmanagementy  or  give 
it  what  hard  Name  You  pleafe,  may  have  been"  laid  to 
,  Mr.  A — bie's  Charge,  He  hath  certainly  a  Right  to 
common  fuflicey  and  ought  not  to  be  faddled  with  other 
People's  Sins. 

tt  lb. 
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I  ihall  therefore  lay  a  tf\ie  Sta'te  of  /^//  Affair  before 
tlie  Pablick,  from  the  beji  Authoritks  I  have  been  able 
to  procure,  and  doubt  not  that  every  impartial  Man 
will  give  Me  a  fair  Hearing. 

The  Subftance  of  what  'jour  Friend  alledges  againfl 
Mr.  A — bie^  as  far  as  FaSts  are  concern 'd,is  thus  fumm'c 
up  by  Himfelf. 

ii  *  View  this  Tranlaftion  then  in  its  natural  Light ; 
«'  Mr.  A         bie  in  his  Diilrefs  fupplicating  this  ho- 
*«  nourable  Perfon  to  come  an  hundred  Miles  to  thi^ 
"  Meeting  ;    imploring  his  Confent  to  (bis  Bank-Con- 
«'  traSl,  as  the  only  Thing  in  the  World,    that  coule 
<^  fave  the  Government,  that  could  fave  the  Compames 
'*  that  could  fave  ■publick  Credit,  and,  above   All,   th< 
«  only  Thing,  that  could  fave  his  deareft  Self  ^rom  be 
«'  ing'fwallow'd  up  quick  in  Deibuftion  j  at  Length 
<«  after    keeping  Him    up  at  a  Meeting,    almoft  a] 
*'  Night,  by  this  i'nfinite  Importunityy    prevailing  vvitl 
««  th.Q  great  Perfon  and  the  Bank  to  come  into  the  Mea 
^'  fare;    and  then,    with  the  humbleft  Deference,    re 
<<  quelling  t\\^  great  Perfon  to  draw  up  the  Agreement 
*'  ytt  fourteen,  o^  fifteen  Years  afterwards,  appearing  01 
**  the  publick  Stage,  pretending   to  have  picketed  tha. 
**  very  Paper,    which  He  prevail'd  on  the  honourabl 
*'  Gentleman  to  drav/  ;  producing  this  ASl,  which  H( 
«'  forced  the  honourable  Gentleman  into,  as  an  infamcu 

*•  ^^." Then  come  the  ufual  Flourifhes  of  hi 

Pen,  which  it  would  be  endlefs,  as  well  as  naufeous,  t( 
repeat.  1  fhall  therefore  proceed  to  my  Obfervacions  01 
thisfum?nary  Paragraph,  which  contains  the  whole  0 
the  Charge,  though  accompany'd  with  an  infinite  Va 
riety  of  Repetitions,  and  ether  courtly  EmbelHfiments. 

In  the  fxrfl  Place,  Sir,  how  judicioufly  does  Mr 
Walfingham  avoid  owning  tliat  the  honourable  Gentle 
man  was  prefent  at  the  Meeting  of  the  23d  of  Septetn 
ber^  where  the  Contrail  was  concluded,   which  is  pK| 

*  Gazettser,  Aug^  27,  Col.  3. 

tendetl 
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i tended  to  have  been  pocketed;  and  yet  how  confiftently, 
at  the  fame  Time,  does  He  make  every   Thing,    that 
pafs'd  in  feveral  Days,    to  have  been  done  only  on  that 
Day? 
Secondly^  in  what  a  ridiculous  Figure  does  He  place 

^t\ts  honourable  Gentleman,  through  the  whole  ?  For 
having  fet  Him  forth  as  ■di great  Per/on ,  ikCharaBer  of 
ihegreateji  DiftinBion,  and  the  like,  He  dv/indles  Him 
down  at  laft  to  the  Idea  of  a  little  Clerk,  with  a  Pen  be- 
hind his  Ear  ;  a  ready  Machine,  to  write  down  any 
Thing,  that  fhould  be  diftated  to  Him,  not  only  by  his 
Superiors,  but  even  by  a  f  Man  of  inferior  Employments ; 

'  for  as  fuch  your  Friend  hath  lately  reprefented  Mr. 
d — bie,  though  He  had  before  vefted  Him  with  ficb 
Fewer  as  to  force  the  honourable  Gentleman  into  a 
Vleaiure  contrary  to  his  own  Will,  Judgment  and  Con- 
cience. — ' —  I  mention  This,  for  the  great  VcrforiS 
Honour,  as  well  as  to  Ihew  Mr.  Walfngham's  Qon- 
Iflenc}' . 

thirdly,  Suppofing  there  was  any  Iniquity  in  this 
'^ranfa^ion,  as  I  think  cannot  be  any  longer  deny'd  9 
s  it  any  Jullification  of  the  hmourable  Gentleman,  to 
ay  that  He  was  duped, or  drazcm  into  it  by  Mr.  A — bie; 

!»r  did  He  not  defer  ve  "dx^fafne  Puni/Jjment,  which  Mr. 

'4 — bie  hath  fuffer'd,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the  Southfea 
')ire^ors,    who  were  no  more  in  the  Secret  of  Affairs 

'  nan  He  pretends  to  have  been  ? 
Bat,  kftly,  let  us  come  to  the  Point,  and  fee  whether 

ihe  Fact  really  is,  as  Mr.  Walfingham  liath  itated  it. 

i    Now  This  is  fo   far  from  being  the  Cafe,  that  We 
lave  the  following  Relation  of  it  in  the  Politicid  State, 
5r  the  Month  of  September  1720;   which  is  fo  ytry 
einark.able,  that  I  v/ill  quote  it  at  large. 
The  Author  of  thoj'e  Memoirs  (vvlio  by  the  Way,  was 

0  Friend  to  Mr.  A bie)  having  taken  Notice  that 

he  Southfea  Dire^ors  were  diiappointed  in  fome  Steps, 

f  Gazetteer,  08,  the  ()th  Infant. 

Vol.  XiV.  N  which 
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which  They  had  taken  for  keeping  up  tht  Stocky  ttWi 
ti5,  *'  ;j;  that  the  fame  continuing  finking.  They  were 
**  obliged  to  have  Recourfe  to  more  eiFedlual  Methods. 
**  Thereupon,  They  made  fome  fecret  Advances  to- 
**  wards  an  Union  with  the  Eaft-India  Company  i  but 
*'  f-*'ecret  Committee  of  the  latter,  appointed  to  con- 
*'  fider  of  their  Offers,  not  havh^g  thought  proper  to  ac- 
'"*  cept  them,They  wer^  neceflitated  to  court  the  AflilUnce 
**  of  their  Rival,  the  Bank  of  England,  as  the  never- 
**  failing  Support  ^/'publickCredit.  At  the  ear- 
**  nejl  Deftre,  and  by  the  vigilant  Interpofitteri  of  Mr.  Se- 
**  cretary  C — ggs,  feveral  Conferences  were  held 
*'  between  a y^/^/f?  Number  cfDireSiors  ofthofe  two  Cor- 
"  porations',  which  raifed  fo  great  an  Expedlation,  that 
•*  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  in  the  Morning,  upon 
**  a  Report  that  They  had  come  to  an  Agreement  foi 
**  eircttlating  fix  Millions  of  the  Southfea  Company^ 
**  Bonds,  the  Southfea  Stock  rofe  immediately  to  670  1. 
•'  but,  in  the  Afternoon,  as  foon  as  that  Report  wai 
**  known  to  be  altogether  groundlefi,  the  Stock  fell 
**  again  to  5  80  1.  the  next  Day  to  570 1.  and  fo  gradu- 
**  ally  (on  the  19th  of  September)  to  400  I.  which  in 
**  ere? fd  the  Murmurings  and  Complaints  of  the /^ 
•*  6'/<r(^(rr/-^^r/,  and  expofed  feveral  of  the  Southfea  Direc 
•*  tors  to  publick  Infults. 

*'  In  order  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  growing  Evil,  th^ 
<*  Southfea  Directors  held  a  Court  on  Monday,  the  i  91! 
«'  of  this  Month;  wherein  feveral  Propofals  were  made  t( 
<*  give  Satisfaftion  to  the  lafi  Subfcribers.  At  laft,  it  wa 
<*  refolved  to  fummon  a  general  Affemhly  of  the  Company 
"  to  meet  the  *next  Day,at  the  uliial  Piace  j^and  to  dc 

X  Fol.  20.  p.  186. 

*  This  Meeting  is  here  faid  to  be  on  the  zoth,  as  wei 
as  in  other  Places ;  but  as  Tou  date  it  en  the  i  ()th,  I  chuj 
iojiick  to  That.  Perhaps,  the  Reafon  of  this  different  Ac 
count  fnight  be,  that  as  the  Conference  lafied  till  thre 
o'clock  in  the  Morning,  fome  Perfons  date  it  on  the  ir^" 
andfom^  on  the  zotk. 
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•«  fire  a  frelh  Conference  with  the  DireBors  of  the  Bank 
«  of  England.    The  latter  confented  to  it,  at  the  Defire 

"  of  the  right  honourable  the  Lord  VifcountT nd, 

"  Prefident  of  the   Council,  Mj.    Secretary   C — ggs, 

"  and  Mr.  R.  W le  \  and  this  Conference,  which 

"  was  held  at  the  General  Poft-Office^  lalled  from  nine 
**  o'clock  in  the  Evening  till  near  three  the  next  Mor- 
»*  ning. 

This  Account  is  cxaftly  confirm'd  by  the  t  Tiiftorical 
Regijler^  for  the  fame  Year,   which  are  the  only  regu- 
lar iVLemoirs  of  thofe  Times  yet  extant. 

There  is  not  a  Word,  nor  even  the  leaft  Hint,  that 
the  honourable  Gentleman  undertook  this  kind  Office 
Vi'ith  the  Bank,  at  the  Prayers^  Intreaties,  and  h/iportu- 

nities  o{  Mr.  A bie,  as  your  j^dz'ocate  d.&ns ;  but 

the  whole  is  imputed  to  the  Lord  Vifcount  T nd, 

Mr.  Secretary  C — ggs,  and    Mr.  R.  W le.    It 

deserves  particular  Notice  that  this  AfTertionof  Mr. 
Walf,ngham  muft  be  a  wilful.,  premeditated  Falfpood ;  be- 
caufe  it  appears  from  his  Papers,  now  under  Confidera- 
ration,  that  He  had  confulted  the  Political  State,  for  this 
Year,  and  quotes  it  in  fevetal  Places.  This  was  one  of 
the  Points,  in  which  He  was  confcious  of  being  de- 
tefted,  as  1  faid  before,  and  therefore  began  to  draw 
back,  as  foon  as  He  faw  the  Storm,  which  He  had 
l)rew'dup,  falling  upon  Him.  —  But  to  proceed. 

It  does  not  appear  in  either  of  theje  Books,  or  any 
where  elfe,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  that  Mr.  A — bie  was 
fo  much  as  prefentat  the  Meeting  on  the  19th,  though 

both  He  and   the  late  Duke  of  D -Jhire  are    men- 

tiouM  to  be  there  on  the  23d  ;  and  as  the  Stock-? art  of 
the  Contrail  was  firft  propofed  at  this  Meeting%  though 
not  compleated  till  the  23d,  it  is  a  farther  Proot  that 
This  was  not  Mr.  A—' — bie\  Projed,  nor  concluded  a^. 
his  Requeft.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  from  fe^ 
veral    Circumflances    and    PafTages  in  Print,  that  Mj.^ 

tW.5./.  367. 

N  2  A^hii 
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A -bie  was  not  in  Town  on  the  19th,  but  was  fent 

ipr  up,   at  the  fame  Time  with  the  W(?«rtf,^/^  G^;///<?- 

man^  by  Mr.  Secretary    C ggSy  who  is  known  to 

have  had  the  chief  Diredion  of  Affairs,  at  that  Time  ; 
and  if  They  both  fet  out  immediately  upon  the  Re- 
ceipt of  their  refpeftive  MeiTages,  it  was  not  polTible 
for  Mr.  A—' — bie  to  come  out  of  YorkJJnre  fo  foon  as 
the  other  Qoxsizi  out  o^ Norfolk.     This  Conjedlure  is  very 

much  ftrengthen'd  by  what  Mr.  A i^/Vfays.  in  hij 

fecond  Speech  before  tbe  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  where,  having 
fpoke  of  Sir  John  Blunth  Power,  at  that  Time,  He  pro 
ceeds  in  the  following  Manner. 

*'  -ff  But  this  Glory,  my  Lords,  did  not  kft  long,  and 
"  I  was  fcarce  got  down  into  the  Country,  whenlvv'a; 
*'  call*d  back  by  the  Cries  of  Thofe  concernM  in  this  un- 
*'  happy  Compan'^.  1  found  the  Lords  and  Others  irithi 
**  AdmivJfir ation  met,  and  ufing  their  Endeavours  tc 
**  iuccour  and  fupport  the  otoch.  The  Bank^  by  theii 
*'  Mediation^  was  call'd  inta  the  Airifiance  of  the  South 
**  fea  Co?npany,  and  an  Agreement  was  made  betweeft 
"  xkio.  two  Companies  J  to  which  I  w^s  r^thtr  a.  Wit;^fJ. 
**  than  a  Party. 

*'  This  gave  fome  Life  to  their  Stock,  and  llopM  the 
**  Mouths  of  the  Redeemnbles,  who  were  grown  ver) 
'*'^  clamorous.  I  muft  own  the  juft  Concern  I  had,  a 
*'  that  Time,  and  fhall  always  retain  for  this  great  Bod^ 
**  of  the  publick  Creditors ;  and  I  vvas  pleafed  to  fe( 
*'  Them  fo  well  fatisfy'd  with  the  Bargain  the  Bani 
**  had  made  for  Them,  and  for  Themfelves,  upor 
**  whom  They  pinn'd  their  Faith  fo  abfoluteiy.  And 
*'  for  my  Part,  I  (who  was  not  in  the  Secret)  could  no 
**  but  think  it  a  real  zv^d.  fin  cere  Bargain  \  fmce  it  wa 
**  made  in  fo  folemn  a  Manner,  between  a  Cofnmittee  0, 
**  both  Companies,  in  the  Prefence  oi  many  Lords  anc 
*'  Gentlemen  in  the  Adminif  ration ,  confirm'd  and  rati 
**  fy'd  by  th.^  Court  ofDireStors  (f  each  Company,  and  4 

^l.l     ■■■■■■■       I    ....    —     —    -.I.  I  I  11  ■      ■  I.— ■  ■!■  I  I  >     I    ■■      ■  in   W— ■         ■■'  "' 

ft  ?oU  State,  voL  iz.p,  140. 
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"  la  ft  fignify'd  in  Form  to  the  Co?nmtfJi oners  of  t^^ 
"  Treafury  by  Sir  yohn  Cope,  one  of  the  Diredlors  of 
**  the  Bank. 

**  I  could  not  fufpefl  there  was  any  Intrigue  or  De^ 
"  ceit  in  this  Tranja^iion^  'till  I  faw,  from  the  extraor- 
"  dinary  Motions  in  the  Alley ^  and  feveral  private  Hints, 
j"  that  were  given  out,  what  was  intended.  I  could 
I  "  not  think  it  poflible  that  the  Gefitlemen  of  the  Bank, 
I  **  who  had  fuch  great  Interert  in  the  Redeemables  them- 
j  **  felves,  Ihould  drop  lo  many  Thoufands  of  the  unhappy 
I  "  Proprietors^  who  had  depended  fo  intirely  upon. 
I  '*  Them,  and  would  certainly  have  found  their  Way 
I  "  OMX.  oi  this  curfcd  Labyrinth i  if  They  had  not  been 
'  "  luli'd  aileep  by  this  fallacious  Agreement. 

^^  A.%  for  Me,   my  Lords ^   I  was  thoroughly  fatisfy'd 

I  **  that  this  Agreement  of  the  Bank  was  a  legale  and  a 

i  **  firm  Bargain  ;  and  I  can't  yet  imagine  with  what 

j  "  Face  of  Jujlice,   or  Equitfy   They  could  ever  break 

;  "  through  it,  without  providing  for  the  Safety  of  their 

**  Wards  (if  1  may  ufe  that  Expreflion)  the  Proprietors 

"  of  the  redeemable  Debts. 

It  muft  be  obferved  that  this  Speech  was  not  only  made 

;  at  a  Time,  when  thefe  Tranfa^ions  were  frefh  in  every 

Body's  Memory,  but  in  the  Prefence  of  Lord  T nd, 

and  I  believe  his  late  Grace  of  D shire,  who  were 

particular  Witneffes  of  them.     From  whence,  I  think, 
,  it  may   be   concluded,  without  any  Partiality  to  Mr. 

'  A Mey  that  Ke  was  clear,  at  leaft,  in  this  RefpeB ; 

fmce  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  a  Gentleman,  in 
bis  Circumfafices,  would  have  been  fo  very  particular 
upon  this  Pointy  if  He  had  been  confcious  of  any  crimi- 
nal Concern  in  it,  and  could  have  been  fo  eafily  detec- 
ted; nor,  indeed,  was  the  Truth  of  this  Fact  ever  con- 
tradifted,  or  cali'd  in  Queftion,  till  Mr.  Walftngham 
found  it  nccellary  for  the  Vindication  of  his  honourable 
Patron. 

Nay,  the  Abufe,  which  hath  conftantly  folio w'd  Mr. 
j  A — "—biey  upon  every  Mention  of  the  J?<?fl/^-Ctf«/r/?t?  in 
!  N  3  the 
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the  Craft/man,  or  any  Pamphlet,  feems  to  arife  from  his 
having,  in  his  own  Defence,  iirft  pointed  out  the  Ini- 
quity of  that  Tranfa^ion,  ^nd  to  ^/jom  the  Misfortunes 
of  fo  many  thoufand  Families  are  intirely  owing ;  or,  to 
ufe  your  own  decent  Phrafe,  who  was  the  Biter,  in 
'this  Cafe. 

I  believe  I  might  fafely  reft  the  Point  here,  and  leave 

'the  World  to  decide  upon  it  i  but  that  nothing  may  be 

wanting  to  immortalize  your  Name  amongft  the  Mdc/i 

Ajferters,   as  well  as  to  fatisfy  the  Publick,  I  will  novv 

give  Them  an  Account  of  what  really  pafs'd  at  theJL 

'^eetingSy  as  I  have  been  informM  by  Thofe,  who  wevt 

"frefent  at  them  ;   for   I  muft  acquaint  Mr.  Wdlfinghat] 

.that.  I  have   had  this  Satisfaction,  as  well  as  Plimfelf 

■•  though  not  from  Mr.  A      '  bie. 

1  am  told  then  that,  on  the  iprh  of  September,  Mr 

'Secretary  C— ggs    acquainted    the  Southfea  Director 

'that  Mr.  W — le,  who  knew  Money  Affair  sht\xtx  thai 

a"ny  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  was  of  Opinion  that  thei 

^JPropofal  to  the  Bank^  on  the  i6th,  for  circulating  thei 

Bondsy  was  an  idle  Scheme,  and  would  do  nothing  ;  hii 

^'that  Mr.  W — ^le  had  a  Project  to  propofe  toThem 

■w'hrch  would  anfwer  the  Purpofe.     Accordmgly,  a 

'foon  as  Mr.  W l  e  came.  He  propofed  that  the  Ban 

ihould  fubfcribe  their  3,700,000  /.  into  the  Southfei 
Stock,  at  a  Price  to  be  agreed  on ;  and  faid  it  was  a  Pre 
pofal,  v.'hich  He  had  made  to  Sir.  J — nB — t.  fevera 
Months  before.  He  then  apply *d  Himfelf  particularl; 
•  to  ofie  of  the  DireSforSy  and  ask'd  Him  if  B — t  had  no 
acquainted  the  Dire^ors  with  it.  Upon  his  replyifi; 
that  He  knew  nothing  of  it,  the  honourable  Gentlema. 
dubbM  Sir  J — n  E — t  a  Villain ,  with  his  ulual  Polite 
Xit{^.  I  am  farther  told,  that  there  was  not  a  lingle  Won 
pafsM  about  Who  fhouJdtake  the  Pen;  but  thai  the  honour 
able  Gentleman  took  it  of  his  own  Accord,  as  being  bel 
capable  to  write  down  hii  own  Propofal',  and  that  Mi 
A— bie  was  fo  far  from  begging,  praying,  i?npor tuning 
m'd  wearyif:g  Him  till  ^  or  /^  i^  the  Morning,  at  an; 

Meetin, 


I 


N^  483.    The  Crafts  man.      'i^ 

Meeting,  that  He  was  very  remarkably  filent,  upon  the 
Occafion,  and  appeared  to  be,  as  He  fays  in  his  Speech, 
rather  a  Witnefs  than  a  Party. 

This  is  a  fhort  and  true  State  of  the  FaB,  as  I  have 
been  inform'd,  and  fuch  an  one  as  7tone  of  the  Gentlemen 
prefent  can  deny,  except  the  honourable  Per/on  himfelf, 
if  even  He  fhould  think  fit  to  pernft  in  it. 

This   Letter  is  already  fvveird  to  a  great  Length,  or 
elfe   You  fhould  be  troubled  with  the  Minutes  of  the 
Southfea  Compan"^,  that  were  delivered  into  Parliament, 
upon  this  memorable  Bargain  ;  and  the  very  reading  af 
them2\oxi't  will  be  fufhcient  to  Ihtw  your  righteous  De- 
ftgns^  as  well  as  the  Bank's^  from  the  Beginning  to  the 
End  of  the  Affair.     They  were  puWiih'd,  in  the  Year 
1722,   in  a*  Pamphlet  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  fome 
of  the  Southfea  DireSIors,  and  reprinted  in  1732.     You 
will  there  find  the  following  Article,  viz. 
Friday  23.  Sept.  172O. 
At  a  Meeting  of  a  Committee  of  the  Bank  ^England, 
nnd  a  Com?nittee  of  the  J)ire£iors  of  the  Southfea 
Company. 
72'^  following  Paper  was  drawn  b-^  Mr.  "^ — — le, 
as  the  Minutes,  or  Agreement,  of  this  Meeting  between 
the  two  Companies^  viz.  —  Then  follows  the  true  Bank- 
Contra^,  with  all  the  Blanks  filPd  up. 
In  another  Paper,  publifh'd  about  the  fame  Time, 

intided, 
i*  An  AbJlraSi  of  the  Rife  and  Pr^grefs  of  the  prefent 
Agree?nent  between  /i'^  Southfea  Company  and  iheBz.Tik, 
You  will  find  thcfe  two  remarkable  Paragraphs;  viz. 

N.  B.  Both  thefe  Agreements^  That  of  the  lofh  and 
23,i'(j/' September,  tuere  drawn  up  by  Mr.  R.  W-— .V 
(izvn  Hand. 

*  htitled  a  true  State  of  the  Southfea  Scheme,  ^c. 
printed  fir  J.  Peele ///  ylmc?i- Corner,  p.  59.  It  ?n ay  be 
likewife feen  inthe?o\.  State,  Vol.  24.  p.  246. 

f  Pol.  State,  vol.  21.  p.  593. 

N.B, 
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N.  B.     Between  the  frfl  treating  with  the  Bank  «- 

bout  the  Circulation,  anil  the  faid  20th  of  September, 
ivhen  They  agreed  to  undertake  it,  fever al  eminent  Gold- 
fmithshad  fiofd,  which  caufedfo  great  a  Run  on  the 
Bank,  that  it  is  generally  thought  the  Bank  muji  have 
fto-fdi  had  it  not  been  for  the  Sublcription  Ihey  took  for 
the  Circulation. 

I  mention  thefe  Particulars,  in  order  to  fhew  how  ri- 
diculous a  Pretence  it  is,    that  This  if  only  a  Difpute  be- 
tween  two  Pamphlets;  or  t\\2it  fuch  a  Mijlake  could 
be  occaiion'd  by  the  honourable  Gentlemarh  Want  of 
Memor%  even  amidfl  the  greateji  Multiplicity  of  Affairs^ 
when  it  hath  been  fo  often  refrelh'd  in  Print.     This, 
5/r,  will  appear  ftill  more  incredible,    if  it  fhould  be 
true,  as  I  have  formerly  hinted  and  been  inform'd,  that 
He  not  only  drew  up  the  original  Draught ,    which  ii 
ftill  fublifting   in  his  own  Hand-writing,    but  likewife 
made  two  fair  Copies  from  it,    one  for  the  Bank,  and 
the  other  for  the  Southfea  Company,  which  hath  nevei 
yet  been  contradifted.    Nay,  it  is  evident  that  You  had 
this  fecond  Contract  lying  before  You,  whilll  You  waj 
writing  the  Confi derations,   by  quoting  the  %  Subjlanct 
of  it,  though  You  are  pleafed  to  call  it  only  a  Propofal\ 
and,  what  is  moft  furprizing  of  all,   your  Friend  Mr. 
Walfingham  pretends  to  be  much  better  acquainted  with 
the  Tranfadions  at  this  Meeting  than  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  who  was  prefent  at  it ;    foi'  He  gives  us  an 
Account  0^  every  particular  Circumjlance  of  that  Affair. ^ 
and  even  the  private  Converfation  of  the  Night ;  how 
Mr.  J — bie  prevailed  upon  Him  to  draw  this  unlucky 
Paper,  which  was  y^ktrv^f^rds  pocketed,  by  fuch  Expof- 
tulations  as  thefe  ;  \for  God's  Sake  help  us  !  — We fral. 
be  undone  I — We  Jh all  be  torn  in  Pieces,    if  You  don't 
help  us  / 

J  Confid.  p.  Sg. 
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'As  to  the  Words  in  ^&  Preamble  of  the  A^,    which 
is  mide  the,  Foundation  of  all  the  Scurrility  upo»i  Mr, 

^ bie,  i  cannot  help  obiervihg  that  the  honourabk 

Gentleman  himfeH"  not  only  fpoke  for  omitting  tbofe 
Word.f,  35  too  fevere,  but  even  againft  including  Mr. 
J^bie  in  xhtfame  Bill  with  the  South fea  DireSiors. 
His  Reafons  were,  as  I  find  them  in  the  Political  State, 
«  *  -|-  that  it  would  feem  hard  to  put  a  Perfon  of  Mr. 
«<  A—He's  Eminence  and  Dillinflion  on  the  fame  Level 
*'  with  the  DireBors  ;  an-d  \!M.lfuch  a  Precedent  might 
"be  of  a  DANGEROUS  Consequence" — itispofli- 

j  ble,  indeed,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  might  play 

I  a  double  Part,  and  fecrecly  inllrud  his  Creatures  to 
vore  againll  Mr.  A bie^  whilil:  He  was  afiefting  an 

I  Air  of  Moderation  himfelf.     If  This  was  the  Cafe,  Mr. 

A bie  is  ftill  farther  juitify'd   in   pointing   out   the 

Perfon,  to  whom  the  mcft  iniquitous  'Tr^nuiftion  of  the 

'  whole  Year  was  really  owing. 

But  however  That  may  be,  I  think  the  honourable 
Gentlefnan  ou^t  to  be  the  laft  Perfon  in  the  World, 
thatfhould  be  pleafed-wirh  this  Parliament.iry  Ce'afure  j 
and,  indeed,  the  A£l  itfelf  hath  never  been  named  in 
Parliament,  ^^2.  Precedent,    but   He  hath  faid   that  it 

.  was  a  Precedent  not  to  be  followed  \  that  it  was  a  Prece^ 
dent  not  to  be  mentioned ;  that  it  v/as  a  Precedent,  which 
ought  to  be  forgot ;    and  that  it  was  a  Precedent,   fub- 

'  mitted  to  from  the  Rage  of  the  Times.  But  after  having 
aclcno'.vledged  all  This,  can  He  cxpeft  that  the  Rage  of 

'■  theTi?nes  will  be  allowM  as  a  Proof  of  his  ozt^u  Innocence^ 
when  He  was  expell'd  and  committed  for  Corrupti- 
on ;  fmceHe  will  no  longer  admit  it  to  be  a  Plea   for 

any  Body    elfe  ?     What     was     Mr.    A bie    ever 

charged  with  in  the  Southfea  Affair,  of  which  He  was 
not,  at  lea  ft,  equally  guilty  ;  not  only  then,  butalmoft 
c^er  fince  ?  His  Crime,  in  Ihort,  was,  that  He  was  a 
Minister  of  St  a t e ,  and  dealt  in  Stocks,  for  his 

*t  yol,  zi,  p.  44.1.  See  aljo  foL  2z. p.  48. 
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ozvn  Profit  i  which  is  declared  being  guilty  of  the  mej 
dangerous  and  moft  infamous  Corruptions.  But  wha 
\vas  the  honourable  Gentleman,  at  the  Time  of  makinj 
the  Bargain  for  the  Assurance  Companies  j  at  th 
Time  of  making  the  Bank-Contract  j  and  wha 
hath  He  been  at  tlie  Time  of  every  Jobb  fince  ? 

Mr.  Walfinghan^s  Comment  on  this  Preamble.,  \ 
the  Advertifement  tack'd  to  his  Libels,  is  ftill  more  judi 
cious  ;  particulai  ly  where  He  puts  Us  in  Mind  of 
Perfonf  "  who  continues  to  infult  a  plunder'*d  Natior, 
"  by  erefting  Palaces,  and  extending  Parks,  witl 
**  a   Profufion  of  Expence  manifefting    moft    prodi 

**  gious  Rapine," Is  not  This  calling  upon  Mar 

kind  to  examine  and  judge  his  honourable  Patron  by  th 
fame  Rules  of  Evidence,  by  which  He  judges  Others . 
Will  They  not  remember  his  Circumftances,  when  th, 
Family  came  iirft  to  the  Crown  ?  Will  They  not  corr 
pute  that  all  He  hath  received  in  Salaries  will  not  j 
mount  to  70,000  /?  Will  They  not  refleft  on  the  Mar 
ner  He  hath  lived  in  all  this  Time,  whilft  the  Natio 
hath  been  groaning  under  burthenfome  Taxes  ?  No 
withftanding  This,  when  They  come  to  confider  th 
Greatnefs  of  his  Ellate  ;  his  immenfe  Wealth ;  the  Vj 
nity  of  his  Pleafures  ;  and  laftly  when  They  fee  Hir 
laying  out  at  one  Place.,  to  the  Value  of  above  Six-pent 
in  the  Pound  upon  all  the  Lands  in  England  ;  when  a 
This,  I  fay,  is  conlider'd,  let  the  World  judge  Who  \ 
is,  that  continues  to  infult  a  plunder'd  Nation,  by  i 
reBing  Palaces,  and  extending  Parks,  with  a  Profufie. 
«f  Expence manifefing  most  prodigious  Rapink% 
CD. 

To  he  continued  in  eur  next. 
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To  a  CERTAIN  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  GeNTLEMAN, 

SIR, 

I E  have  now  feen  not  only  Wh  drew  this 
Contra^,  but  likewife  who  projeBed  it^ 
and  with  what  Views  too  ;  \A'hich  I 
mention  for  the  Satisfa<flion  of  one  of 
your  Advocates^  who  told  us,  "  *  All, 
*'  that  is  material  to  be  confiderM,  is, 
*■  who  was  the  Author  of  fiich  Propofals,  and  not  who 

*  fet  them  down  in  Writing  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  who 
'  projected  the  Bank-ContraSl^  not  zoho  drew  it ;  for  if 

*  there  was   any  Thing  iniquitous  in  that  Bargain^ 

*  xhtfortmr  are  anfwerable  for  it,  and  not  the  latter.. 
Eat,  perhaps,  You  may  be  now  glad  to  change  the 

^uijeSly  and  come  to  the  DiJ/o/ution,  or  Compofition  of 
'his  Contrasts  (  call  it  which  You  pleafe  )  by  the  Re- 
vival  of  the  two  Millions,  which  had  been  an- 
nihilated, in  Favour  of  the  Publick,  and  remitting 
them  to  the  Southfea  Company. 

Here  Mr.  Walfingham  endeavours  to  help  You  aC 
another  dead  Lift^  and  difplays  all  his  ufual  Talents  at 
Controverfy  ;  but  I  am  afraid  this  Part  of  it  will  not 
turn  out  any  more  for  your  Honour,  or  Intercft,  than 
the  other. 

This 


Gazetteer^  July  the  ()th. 
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This  incomparable  Writer,  having  obfcrved  that  th( 
Bank-Contra^,  had  no  EfFeft  in  keeping  up  the  Price  o 
Southfea  Stock,^  and  that  it  could  not  be  put  in  Execu 
tion,  without  drawing  abfolute  Ruin  on  the  Bafik 
{  which  is  far  from  being  a  true  State  of  the  Cafe 
gives  us  the-*  fDilowing  Aflertion,  viz.^^  •    ■ 

"  \  It  is  not  even  pretended  that  Sir  R.  W.  — 
<e"  was  once  seen  in  any  Part  of  the  Tranfaftion,  af 
<«  ter  the  Contra£i  was  made.  The  Southfea  Com 
«*  fan"^  apply'd  Themfelves  wholly,  from  this  Time 
<*  to  the  Lords  of  the  freafuryi  in  which.  Commiffioi 
*'  that  honourable  Gentleman  was  not  infer  ted  till  man;; 
**  Months  after  the  Contra^  was  concluded. 

If  by  the  Word,  seen,  is  only  meant  that  the /^6 
nourahle  Gentleman  did  not  appear  publickly  in  tht 
Affair,  after  the  ContraSi  was  made,  I  fhall  not  dilput 
about  it ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  this  Saviour  of  th 
'Nation  difappear'd  at  once,  as  foon  as  his  Purpofc 
were  accomplifh'd,  and  left  the  Ruins  of  his  Schem 
to  fall  upon  Thofe,  who  had  Faith  enough  to  trufl  t 
it;  nor  did  We  bear  of  Him  any  more  for  fome  Time 
but  by  his  fcandalous  Triumph  at  a  *  certain,  public 
Place,  upon  this  'Exploit,  which,  in  the  Language  c 
that  Place,  is  call'd  the  Biter's  bit.  I  will  not  fey  whi 
feeret  Inftrudions  He  left  with  his  Friends  of  th 
Bank,  to  break  through //^/J  Cojitrafli  but  from  th 
Minute  He  was  not  feen,  it  was  vifble  to^  all  th 
World  what  was  intended.  Nor  does  it  avail  to  fa; 
that  He  was  not  then  in  the  Trcafury,  fmce  it  is  we] 
known  that  He  had  bargained  for  it,  and  had  eve] 
then  virtually  the  Pov/er.  Nay,  it  cannot  be  forgo 
that  He  affumed  the  Air  and  Language  of  a/r/  Mi 
nifter  feveral  Months  before  He  took  Poffeffion  of  hi 
Office  in  Form,  which  was  on  the  ift  o^  April,  1721 
and  the  Southfea  Company  did  not  give  up  their  Con 
traa  till  the  2  2d  of  June  1722  ;  That  is,  above  fur  ^. 
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teen  Months  after  the  honourable  Gentleman  was  efta- 
bliiVd  mfull  Power.  Beiides,  though  the  South fca 
Compafiy  might  apply  to  the  Lords  of  the  'Treafury ; 
to  Whom  did  the  Bank  apply  ?  Will  Mr.  Waljingharn. 
pretend  to  fay  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  did  not 
Drivately  encourage  and  fupport  Them  in  their  Refu- 
sal to  comply  zvith  their  Contra^  i  or  that  it  was  not  at 
aft  diffolved  by   his  Means  ? 

Here  therefore  is  another  Prevarication,  if  not  a  Falf. 
lood  ;  but,  in  order  to  fhift  the  Compojition  intirely  ofF 
i-om  his  Patron,  He  fpares  no  Pains  to  fix  it   on  Some- 

\ody  elfei  and  having  met  with  Mr.  P y's  Name 

fi  the  Debates  of  thofe  Times,  He  lays  hold  of  it  im- 
mediately, and  prelTes  it  into  his  Service,  without  anv 
irther  Trouble  than  quoting  his  Words  partially,  And 
erverting  them  to  a  Meaning  direftly  contrary  to  what 
ley  evidently  bear.  I  will  give  the  Reader  a  nota- 
le  Sample  or  two  of  Mr.  Walfi.ngham\  Proficiency  in 
lis  Kind  of  Logick. 

The  modeft  E [quire  builds  this  Part  of  his  Argument 
1  feveral  unconneded  Scr?.ps  of  diiFerent  Speeches  of 
Ir.  P — •_y,  at  a  general   Court  of  the  Southfea  Com- 
'n'j,  on   the    19th   of  January    172 1-2;  where  the 
k-Contracl  being  call'd    for,  and    read,    "  :|:  Mr. 
lard  arofe  and,  with  great  Warmth,  exclaim'd  that 
it  was  impojGlble  that  Paper  fhould  contain  all,  that 
had  pais'd  in    an    Affair  of  fo    much    Confequence^ 
which  had  been  traniadled  with  fiich  Solemnity^fucb 
Unanimity^  Juch   Exchatiges    of  Refolutions  on  both 
'^ides ;  an  Account   of  which  He  declared,  m   the 
Prefencc  of  the  whole  Court,   that  He  himfelf  had 
.:n  with  his  ov/n  Eyes ;  and  therefore  He  expelled 
lat  the    compleat  State   of  the  Cafe    fliould   have 
r-enlaid  before  this  AUembly,  that  Gentlemen  might 
jrm  a  Judgment  upon  the  Matter,  and  know  per- 
kily how  the  Cafe  ilands. 
'. ~ .. J 

X  Pol.    Stat  J  J  vol.   23.  /.    62. 
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**  Mr.  ? j»  here  addrefs'd  Hiinfelf  to  the  Chair, 

"  and  faid,  that  if  there  were  no  more  MinuteSy  or 
«*  Memorials  y  of  that  Tranfa^ionih.din  what  had  been 
•*  now  read,  it  was  fufficient ;  and,  that  it  was  (, 
**  BETTER  'Qkylg.a.i'^  tha?!  7?iany  Gentlemen  had  beer, 
**  undone,  by. ^'' — Then  Mr.  Walfingham  breaks  oiF  verj 
abruptly,  and  makes  the  following  Comment. 

«'  II  Here  We  find  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfel 
•*  an  Advocate  for  the  Bank-Contra^^  notwithftand 
*•  ing  the  fhamelefs  Licence  o^Thofe,  who  have  call'c 
**  it  a  zvorfe  Scheme  than  the  Southjea,  which  He  aj 
**  firms  to  beyi?^,   in   exprefs  Terms. 

But  This,  I  fay,  is  diredlly   contrary   to  the  natuR 

Senfe  of  that  Gentlema>n^s  Words ;  for   it  mull  be  ol 

vious  to  every  Reader,  at  firit  Sight,  that,  by  a  bet 

TER  Bargain,  He  did  not  mean  a  ?pore  hcneji,  ( 

advantageous  Bar  gain  y    as  your  Friend  explains  it 

twenty  Places,   but  a   7nore  valid  and  obligator'^ 

Can  it   therefore  be  faid,  with   any  Colour  of  Trut 

that  He  was  an  Advocates    or   Apelogifi  for  the  Ban 

.CetitraSf,  mMr.  Waf?igh am'' s  Senie ;  or  that  there 

any   Contradidion  between  Him   and  ^hofe,  who  hi 

afferted  the  Validity  of  it,  as  a   Contract,  and  yet  call 

it  a  vjorfe   Scheme  than  the  SoutJfea,    coniidering   wi 

what  Viezvs  it  was  made,  and    by   what  Methodn 

was  eluded  ?  But  to  fet  your  Advocate'' s    great  Dex 

rity  at  Rotation   in  a  yet   flronger   Light,   givcji 

Leave  to  produce  Mr.  B j's  Words  immedi^i 

following.     He  adds, 

*'  That,  upon  a  Viezv   of  the  Paper,  He  knezvk, 
"  Ha>^d  very  well,    in   which  it  was   written', 
•*  that  He  v/as  fure  there  could   be  no   Difpute-ji 
<*  that  it  was  a  v^^ry  valid  Contract.  ji 

For  God's  Sake,  why  are  thefe  remarkable  Pm 
omitted?  Did  it  proceed  from  a  Conlciouhiefs  t 
they  would  confirm,  or  corroborate,   what  I  have 

rei 
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readv  mentionM  more  than  once,  that  the  hciiGurable 
PerJQ?i  not  only  drew  the  original  Drnught  of  thi:  Ccn-- 
traSfi  but  li'^ewife  made  tzvo  fair  Copies  from  it  r  Can't 
You  give  a  Guefs,    Sir,   whose   Hand  it   was,  that 

Mr.  P V  happened  to  know  fo  zoell  %    and   what  is 

become  of  the  Paper,  which  was  then  produced  at  a 
general  Court  of  the  Southfea  Co?npany,  as  well  as  the 
Counter-Part  of  it,  delivered  to  the  Bank  F  I  wifh  the 
honourable  Gentleman  would  be  pleafed  to  rub  up  his 
Memory  a  Httle,  and  recolle6l  whether  they  did  nof 
fall  into  his  own  Hands  again,  by  fome  Accident,  or 
other  ;  for  I  will  not  fuppofe  that  He  made  Ufe  of 
any  Artifice,  or  Pozver  to  get  them. —  Was  not  your 
Advocate  likewife  aware  from  this  Paffage,  which  He 

hath  fupprefs'd,   that  Mr.  P -j's  ExpreiTion,  a  hct^ 

.  ter  Bargainy  could  not  pofiibly  mean  any  Thing  more 
:  than  a  valid  Bargain,  as  He  there  explains  Himfelf 
but  four  Lines  after,  as  well  as  in  another  Place,  where 
He  fays,  *  "  That  as  to  the  ContraSl  it  was  certainlv 
^^  binding?'''' — Indeed,  ^/r,  fuch  grofs  Prevaricatio??., 
t  to  give  it  the  fofteil  Name,  can  nev^er  do  You,  ox  your 
^Caufe,  any  Good, 
i     Tour  Advocate  then    proceeds   to  fome    other   Parts 

IdF  Mr.    P -_)''s    Speeches,    on  the   fame  Occafion  ; 

particularly  what  He  faid  for  giving  the  Dirertors  a 
Power  to  treat  zuith  the  Bank,  but  to  conclude  7;^?- 
thing  ',  recommending  Them  to  the  Coifidence  of  the 
Proprietors,  as  zvell  as  Temper  and  Calmnefs  to  the 
latter,  in  their  Proceedings.  But  He  carefully  avoids 
iquoiing  any  Paffage  in  that  G^ntleman^s  Speeches^  which 
fhsvvsthat  He  did  not  come  to  the  general  Court  wAxh. 
any  clandeftine  Views,  or  Defigns  of  ferving  the 
\^ank,  as  He  aflerts,  but  only  to  obtain  the  belt  Terms^ 
■  He  could  for  the  Southfea  Company,  in  which  He  was- 
very  largely  embark'd  Himleif.  Yet  This  appears  as 
plain  as  the  Sun,   in   feveral    Places  i    where  He   puts 

O  2  Them 
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Them  in  mind,  that  They  had  it  in  their  Power  t» 
help  The??ifelves,  withmt  any  foreign  Aid\  and  gives 
Them  an  Hint  that  They  had  flill  better  Credit  than 
tAe  Banki  whom  Ke  ilyles  their  Competitor s,%xi<i  their 
Mnemies.  <*  He  obferved,  in  particular,  that  if  the 
'^  Bank  took  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  the  Co?npanfs 
*'  ^tock^  (which  was  the  Point  then  in  Agitation)  They 
*'  mnft  difpofeof  it  by  Subjcriptwn  \  and,  in  this  Cafe, 
**  They  would  run  away  with  the  chief  Profit  of  the 
*'  Difpofal  of  Juch  ^tock\-2S'A  He  demanded  the  Rea- 
**  fon  why  a  Subfcription  for  Southfea  Stock  could  not 
*^  be  as  well  taken  in  at  the  Southfea  Houfe,  as  at  the 
"  Bank  ?  —  Again,  if  This  be  lefs  feafible,  what  do 
*'  You  thinic.  Gentlemen,  of  a  Lottery?  Do  You  think, 
*'  fiid  Pie,  that  You  could  not  difpofe  of  a  Proportion 
**  of  your.  Annuity,  by  way  of  Lottery »  at  a  much  bet- 
i(  f^f~  Price  than  the  Bank  will  give  You  ?  Indeed, 
*'  You  cannot  do  This,  in  the  prefent  Situation-,  but 
*'  do  You  think  the  Govern?nent  would  not  give  You 
"  Leave  ?  They  gave  Power  to  the  York-Buildings 
**  Cctnpany  j  and  cgn  any  Body  believe  then  that 
*'  They  Vvould  deny  it  to  Tou?  1  only  hint  at  thefe 
•«  Things  by  the  Way,  add<;d  He,  to  point  out  ""fome 
"  R.eiburce5,  th^t  our  Enemies  may  not  ihink  us  delli- 
*^  tute  oi  inward  Force y  in  Cafe  We  cannot  bring  Them 
*•  to  Reafon.""— An'd  tho'  He  moved  for  empowering 
the  Diref^ors  iv  treat,  it  was  only  to  fee  what  Terms 
1'hey  would  be  able  to  procure  for  the  Compatiy,  and  ' 
under  this  repeated  Rei^ri6lion,  *'  that  nothing  could 
*'  be  finally  concluded  by  Them  ;  for  here,y^/V  He,  in 
*'  this  Place,  in  a  general  Court,  is  the  ultimate  De- 
*'  cifion. 

Is  this  the  Language  of  an  Advocate  for  the  Bank, 
or  an  Infiru?nent  of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who  was 
known  lo  be  their  Confederate  ?  Wilis,  why  did  not 
Mr.  Walfingham  quote  it  fairly,  without  picking  out 
here  and  there  a  Sentence,  and  omitting  every  Line, 
that  explains  the  true  Meaning  ?  But   if  it  is  poffiblc 

that 
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that  any  Doubt  fhould  ftill  remain,  it  will  be  clear'd 
up,  beyond  all  Diipate,  by  the  Conclujion  of  this  vety- 
Sp£echy  which  He  hath  likewife  flified,  with  a  moft- 
apparent  Delign  of  impofing  on  the  Publick, 

'*  You  have  heard,  fays  Mr.  P — y,  that  your  Di- 
"  reSlors  have  laid  the  Contrast  of  the  Bank  before 
'*  Council,  for  their  Opinion  ;  and  I  believe.  We  have 
"  great  Advantages  over  Them,  upon  that  'i^ts.d -,  but 
•'  if  this  Sale  of  Part  of  our  Jn?iuity  to  the  Bank  be 
•*  Physick,  that  We  must  take^  pray  let  us  Joave  it 
'  prepared,  and  fitted  to  our  Palates ,  at  leaf  ;  and 
'•*■  jince  We  must  treat  with  our  Enemies,  (I  am  a- 
'*■  frard  We  have  too  much  Reajm  to  call  Them  Jo)-. 
'  why  let  us  do  it  Sword    in  Hand. 

The  latter  Part  cfthis  Speech  was  fo  far  from  be- 
jig  look'd  upon,   at  that  Time,.as  the  Words  of  an  Jd-- 
locate  for  the  Banky  ihat  it  vv^as  particularly  refented 
n  their  next  *  General  Court,  on  the  29th  of  Janu^~ 
try  following,   by    One,   who  very  unaccountably  took 
t  in  a  literal  Senfe ;  and  it  is  plain  that  Mr.  Walfing- 
■>am  was  confcious  of  it  Hlmfelf,  by  leaving  it  out  of 
lis  Quotation.     This  isjull  like  the  Pradlice  of  a  little, 
•narifo  Attorney,   who  endeavours  to  carry   his  Poijiit 
»y  a  falfe  State  of  the  Cafe  ;  but,   inflead  of  doing  his 
!^ufeany  Service,  when  it  comes  to  be  examined    be- 
Dre  impartial  Judges,  it  commonly  ruins  his  Client,  as 
veil  as  tXT^ok%  Hi mfe If  to  the  Indignation  of  the  Court. 
,'   It  would  therefore  be  impertinent  to  purfue  this  Point 
ny  farther,    after  fuch  a  fhamelefs  Mifrepjefentation 
f  it  ',  but  Wlioever  will  give  Themfelves   the  Trou- 
j-le  of  reviewing  the  TranfaSiions  ofthofe  Times,  will  find. 

'liat  Air.  P y  had  no   farther   Concern  in   them, 

ban  as  -a.  fery  great  Sufferer',    and,   as  Such,  nobody 

lOuld   aft   a  more  candid,   temperate,   and   honourable 

,'art.  When  iheDiilie's  firil  came  upon  i\\tCo?ripa?:)\ 

Ue  told  Tiiem,  in  a  general  Court y  "  -f-  that  He  was 

O   3  "  as 
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<<  as  much  concernM  in  the  Company  as  moll  People  ; 
*'  bat  ihat,  no n.vith {landing  this  general  and  terrible 
<«  Jlaim,  tR  biid  not  dilpofed  of  any  Part  of  his  Stock ; 
*'  for  He  Jhould  fhi?2k  it  a  Scandal  to  be  rich,  if  the 
*'  Nation  IV ere  ruin' d.^""  -^  We.  was  for  giving  the  Di- 
r-e§6rs  a  Power  to  treat  with  the  Bank,  at  that  Time, 
for  the  Support  q^  pub  lick  Credit ;  but  had  no  Hand  in 
th-Qfecret  Negotiation  of  the  Bargain  betzveen  Them  j 
and  when  ic  came  into  Debate,  above  a  Year  after- 
wards. He  afTerted  the  Validity  of  it,  as  a  Contrail ; 
^ut  was  for  compounding  it  upon  moderate  Terms  ;  and, 
indeed,  it  would  have  been  unreafonable  to  infill  upon 
a  rigorous  Exec-ution  of  it,  at  that  Time,  when  the  South- 
fea  Proprietors  themfelves  had  received  fuch  confidera- 
fele  Relief  from  Parliament.  Nay,  it  was  thought  the 
wifeil  Way  at  that  Time,  even  in  private  Contracts,  to 
compound  Matters  rather  than  drive  People  to  Extremi- 
ties. For  thisReafon,  Mr.  P—y  might  think  it  advifea- 
ble  XD  give  the  DireBors  a  Power  to  treat  with  the 
Bank,  and  fee  what  Terms  They  would  offer ;  for  here 
It  mull  be  obferved  that  th^  Remijp.cn  of  the  two  Mil- 
lions v/as  not  the  Compofiiion,  which  He  propofed,  af 
Mr.  Waljinghatn  intlnuates,  h\}iK  jome  Co'nfideration,  oi 
SdiisfaSlion,  from  the  Bank  itfelf.  At  the  fame  Time, 
He  recommended  Temper,  in  their  Debates,  as  the 
moil  eIRftual  Way  of  fucceeding,  and  dehorted  Them 
from  any  Reflexions  on  the  Government,  or  the  Mini- 
Jiers,  though  He  had  no  Place  himfelf;  and  it  appears, 
hy  feveral  PaiTages  of  thofe  Times,  that  He  was  not 
upon  good  Terms  with  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who 
was  then,  as  Mr.  Walfingham  informs  us,  in  the  samv: 
JHIGH  Rank  a7?d  Plenitude  of  Power  as  Hi 
is  at  prefent. ^I  c^nviOt  help  ohkrviu?,  by  the  Way, 
what  a  itrange,  inconlilxent,  unreafonable  Creature  thi; 
fame  yh.Wrilftnghamis.  He  hath  taken  a  Delight, 
for  feveral  Years  pafl,  in  fctting  this  Gentlejnan  fortl 
as  a   revengeful,  bloody-minded  Per/on,    a  Promoter  oj 

violein 
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z'iolent  Meafures^  and  a  Fozver  ofDefiruBion,  But  now 
He  is  charged  with  recommending  Temper,  and  en- 
deavouring to  difcountenance  any  ReJleSiions  upsn  the 
CondtiR  ofMimJhrs  in  an  AJfejnbly^  whtv^fuch  Matters 
do  not  properly  fall  under  Confi'deration  ;  nay,  This 
too  in  Favour  of  the  honourable  Ge?itie?nan,  with  whom 
He  did  not  then  generally  concur. — Flow  is  it  poffi- 
ble  to  pleafe  /?/r^  a  wafpip,  contradi&ory,  little  Animal  F 

As  to   the  Re7?iijJlo7i  of  the  tzuo  Millions,  it  muft   be 

conrefs'd  that  Mr.  P y  was  for  it,  when  it  came 

into  Parliament ;  but  This  being  a  Point,  in  which 
the  Opinions  of  Mankind  were  very  much  divided  at 
that  Time,  and  not  generally  underftcod  at  prefent,  I 
will  endeavour   to  give  the  Reader  a  true  State  of  it. 

In  the  fit  ft  Place,  it  mil  it  be  remembered  th^t  the 
whole  Sum  oljeven  Millions,  which  the  Southfea  Com- 
pany contrafled  to  give  the  Publickt  for  the  Execution 
of  their  Scheme,  was  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  Pro- 
fit of  the  advanced  Price  upon  their  Stock  j  which  not 
only  anfwer'd  their  Expe£lation,  but  rofe  to  fuch  an 
immoderate  Height,  by  the  Infatuation  of  thofe  Times, 
and  thereby  involved  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Nation 
in  fuch  terrible  Diftrefs,  that  They  found  it  neceiTary 
to  reduce  the  **  o^d  and  \th  Subfcripiions,  which  were 
taken  in  at  looo  /.  per  Cent,  to  400  /.  and  to  give 
the  Annuitants  proportionable  Relief  Tiie  *f  Parlia- 
ment afterwards  thought  fit  to  iuterpofe,  and  refume 
the  Advantages,  which  They  had  before  given  Them 
in  the  Southjea  A5f,  by  dividing  the  Capital  Stock, 
belonging  to  the  Company  in  their  ozvn  Right,  and  dif- 
charging  all  the  Loans,  upon  pledged  Stock,  at  10  /, 
per  Cent,  which  amounted,  in  the  whole,'  to  an  im- 
menfe  Sum.  'T\\z  Parlia?n£nt  was  therefore  obliged,  in 
commoi  Jullice,  to  give  the  Compa?iy  likewife  fome 
Relief  from  their  Engagcfnents  to  the  Publick,  when  the 
Confederation  for  them  v/as  thus  taken  away  ;  for  if  They 

had 

**  PoL  State,  vol.  20,  p-  246. 
*t  PoL  State,  vol  i\.  ;>.  639. 


164         ""The  Craftsman.    N^  48S 

had  been  forced  to  pay  that  vajf  Premium,  it  muft 
have  been  out  of  their  Capital,  inllead  of  their  Profit. 
Accordingly,  it  was  propofed  and  carried,  at  firft,  to 
remit  the  whole  feven  Millions  ;  but  This  being  oppo- 
fed,  upon  the  Report,  five  Millions  only  were  remit- 
ted at  that  Time,  and  fo  much  of  the  Capital  Stock 
of  the  Company  as  the  reft  amounted  to  was  annihila- 
ted ;  by  which  two  Millions  of  the  national  Debt  ^vas 
reduced.  But  the  Calamities  of  the  unhappy  Proprie- 
tors continuing  to  increafe,  by  the  Fall  cf  their  Stock, 
and  their  being  compell'd,  as  was  really  the  Cafe,  to 
releafe  the  Bank  from  their  Contra^ ;  a  Petition  was 
prefented  to  the  Hcufe  of  Commons,  on  the  1 1  th  of 
Dec.  1722,  fetting  forth,  "*  that  They  laboured  un- 
*•  der  an  infupportable  Burthen,  from  which  They 
'*  pray'd  to  be  relieved." — This  Petition  being  back'd 
by  a  Recommendation  from  the  Throne,  a  Motion  v-as 
made  for  reviving  the  other  two  Millions,  as  the  only 
praflicable  Relief,  at  that  Time ;  which  occafion'd  a 
long  Debate,  and  was  at  laft  carried  in  the  Affirmative.- 
It  appears  that  Mr.  P — y  v^diS  for  the  Remijfion  ;  and, 
confidering  the  Circumftances  of  the  "Nation,  as  well  as 
the  Southfea  Company,  at  that  Time,  I  muft  leave  the 
World  to  judge  whether  He  did  not  aft  a  right  Part. 
But  the  Conduft  of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  in 
this  Particular,  was  quite  different;  for  though  He 
Ipoke  and  voted  on  ihe  fr.?ne  Side  of  the  ^eftion,  or 
however  reafonable  and  neceilary  this  Relief  might  be  ;, 
it  is  plain  from  the  Refufals  They  met  with  before, 
when  They  apply'd  to  the  Throne  for  that  Purpore,. 
that  He  was  relolved  not  to  give  Way  to  it,  till. 
They  fubmitted  to  the  Terms,  which  He  and  the. 
Bank  impofed  upon  Them  ;  or,  as  their  Sub-Governor 

worded  it,  made  a    pp.oper   Condescension. 

But  This  is  fo  fully  and  clearly  proved  in  the  f  Cafe 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  that  I  fhall  not  detain  the  Rea- 
der any  longer  upon  it,  in  this  Place. 

I  believe, 
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I  believe,  it  will  be  thought  that  I  have  already 
kid  a  great  deal    more  upon  this  Part   of  the  Subje^, 

•elating  to  Mr.  P y,  than  v^as  neceflary  ;  but  lince 

V'lr.  Waljtrighafn  hath  hook'd  Him  into  the  Difpute, 
yj  Way  of  Epijode,  according  to  antient  Practice,  and 
kvork'd  it  up  with  all  the  fineil:  Strokes  of  his  P^n,  I 
-.hought  it  might  not  be  improper  to  examine  it,  and 
jive  the  World  fome  farther  Proofs  of  that  Writer's 
^teat  Ingenuity  and  Addrefsin  the  Management  o^ po- 
litical Debates. 

I  fliould  now  proceed  to  fome  general  Obfervati- 
)ns  on  the  v/hole,  as  they  are  fuggelled  to  Me  by  the 
'gazetteers  upon  this  Subject ;  but  my  Paper  is  already 
extended  to  fo  great  a  Length,  that  I  mull  beg  the 
^leader's  Patience  for  a  Week  longer.  D, 

To  be  concluded  in  our  next. 


Si °  487.      Saturday,  A^o^^  i,  1735. 


The  ^ubje^  of  the  Bank-Contrat  fummd  up,  and 
concluded. 

To  a  certain  Right  Honourable  Gektlsman. 


5  7  i?, 

v^^(®^  Avlng  now  given  the  Publick  a  true  State 
rr^k^^..-^  ^jr  ^j^-^  Affair^  according  to  the  bell  of 
my  Knowledge,  without  any  Dilguife, 
and  fhewn  Who  it  was,  properly  (peak- 
ing, that  projcBed,  drew,  and  at  lall 
forced  the  Scuthjea  Company  to  give  up 
■t)x:ix  Contra^  i  I  fnall  leave  Mr.  ^W/?^;^/^^;/?  to  repeat 
"^ih  Scurrilities,  Prevarications,  and  Falfhoods,  Day  after 
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Day,  Week  after  Week,  Tear  after  Tear,  in  all  Places^ 
in  all  Papers,  ifi  every  Column,  Paragraph,  and  Part 
of  a  Paper  ;  in  fhort,  as  often  as  He  pleafes,  and  threa- 
tens to  do  J  or  as  long  as  You,  Sir,  think  it  will  do 
your  Caufe  any  Service,   or  Credit. 

I  am  fo  far  from  being  under  any  ilpprehenfions, 
upon  this  Account,  that  I  ihall  beg  Leave  to  refiefh 
your  Memory,  which  is  fo  apt  to  fail  You,  with  fome  of 
jhis  former  Interrogatories  upon  this  SubjeSl ;  from 
whence  both  7'~ou  and  the  Reader  may  judge  whether 
they  Hand  in  Need  of  any  farther  Reply. 

Having  admitted  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  did 
employ  his  Influence  with  the  Bank  to  afftft  the  Southfea 
Company,  in  their  Difrefs  ',  and  that  He  zvas  a  Party 
in  the  Confummation  of  the  Matter  ',  He  asks  the  fol- 
lowing Quefiions. 

"  *  Was   this   then   a  Biirinefs  folUclted  by  Sir  R. 

«  W- ?  Did  He  contrive  the  Meeting  ?  Did  He 

**  come  thither  from  anyyiezusofhisown?  Could  He 
**  com.e  thither  with  an'^  Fraud  in  his  Heart,  when 
**  He  fcarcely  knew  the  Purpofe  of  their  Meeting  ? 

By  the  Way,  5'ir,  hath  not  jour  Friend  tx'vgx.  a  little 
here  ?  For  the  firft  Prepofal  made  to  the  Bank  was  on 
the  1 6th  of  Septe?nber  1720,  as  -f-  one  of  your  Jd'vo- 
cates  informs  us ;  and  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  honou- 
rable Gentlefnan  drew  up  the  Minutes  of  the  Agreement 
between  the  two  Companies  on  the  19th  of  the  fame 
Month.  Now,  confidering  the  necefiary  Time  for  fend- 
ing and  coming  an  hundred  Miles  out  of  the  Country,  it 
is  hardly  poffible  that  Affairs  could  be  brought  to  fuch 
a  Forward nefs  in  three  Days  inclufive,  even  fuppofing 
that  the  Mejfe?iger  was  difpatch'd  to  Him  imm.ediately 
upon  the  Propofal-y  much  lefs,  if  He  had  no  previous 
Converfation  with  the  principal  Managers  of  the  Bank, 
and  did  not  fo  much  as  know  the  Purpofe  of  their 
Meeting.     But  if  it  be  true,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 

that 
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that  it  was  a  Proje^  of  his  own  Formation^  feveral 
Months  before,  and  which  He  had  actually  concerted 
with  the  Bank,  it  was  practicable   enough,    and  will 

folve  all  Difficulties. Let  us  now  return    to  Mr. 

WalJlnghaTii'%  Interrogatories,  which  He  continues  in 
the  following  Terms. 

«'  :j:  Was  This  Sir  R W 's  Propofition  ? 

"  Or  did  He  want  it  for  the  Eafe  of  any  Difficulty^ 
«*  wherein  He  had  involved  Himfelf,  or  his  Country  ? 
"  Or  could  He  want  it  for  any  Advantage  to  Himfelf? 
"  Or  could  He  propofe  it  to  the  Bank,  or  advifeT'/^^;^/, 
"  who  depended  on  his  Advice,  to  come  into  it  for 
"  any  Ends,  but  to  relieve  the  gerieral  Calamity,  and 
**  to  prevent    the  precipitate  Fall  ox  ihQ  Stock  F 


Again ;  jj  Was  it  ever  imputed  to   Sir  R.  W , 

"  that  He  gai)^d  a  Farthing  by  any  Part  of  this  Tranf- 
*'  a^ion  ;  that  the  Contraii  was  made,  or  dilFolved, 
"  for  his  Profit,  or  uidvantage  ? 

V/hat  a  notable  Strain  o{  Argumentation  is  Thi^  and 
how  well  adapted  to  the  Cauje  it  is  defign'd  to  ferve  I 
Every  Body  muft  now  be  fatisfy'd  ^>^>^"(?  contrived 
and  soLLiciTED  this  ContraB,  as  well  as  VHjo  drew 
IT  UP,  and  by  whoje  fecret  Influence  it   was   dissol- 
ved.    Bat,  it  feems,  the  honourable  Gentleman   could 
not  want  it  for  any  Advantage  to  Himfelf,  nor  advife 
the  Bank  to  co?ne  into  it  for  any  Ends,   but  to   relieve 
the  general  Calamity,  and  prevent  the  precipitate  Pall 
of  the  Stock,     Nay,   Mr.  Walfngham   infinuates,  as 
llrongly  as  an  Interrogation  can  do  it,    that  it  vjas  never 
IMPUTED  to  the  honourable  Gentleman,  that  He  gained 
a  Farthing  by  any  Part   of  this  TranfaClion  ;  nor   that 
the  Qonix2i6t  was  made,  or  diffolved,  for  /^?j  Profit, 

or  Advantage." What  will  not  thi'i  Wretch  fay, 

or  do,  to  ferve  a  little  dirty  Turn  ?  Was  there  no 
Profit,  or  Advantage  to  Le  made  by  being  at  the  '^qx.- 
iomo^  fuch  a  Secret?  Did  it   not  furniih    Kn  Patron 

with 
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with  an  Opportunity  of  felling  out  what  Quantity  of 
Southfea  Stock  He  pleafed  at  400  /.  per  Cent,  and  buy- 
ing it  in  again  under  Par  ?  Is  there  not  all  the  Rea- 
fon  in  the  World  to  beheve  that  He  did  make  this  Ad- 
vantage of  it  i  or  hath  it  not,  at  leaft,  been  imputed 
to  Him  ?  Nay,  did  not  the  whole  Tranfa^ion  fervi 
Him  for  a  Ladder  ofAmhition^  by  which  He  mounted 
to  the  Summit  of  Pozver^  and  gain'd  fuch  immenfe 
Ki-ehes  ?  Befides,  how  could  He  poffibly  think  th.^tfucb 
a  Bargain  would  prevent  the  Fall  of  Stock,  or  relieve 
the  general  Calamity  ?  Was  it  not  very  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  it  would  have  a  quite  contrary  Effeft,  as  it 
a£iually  had,  when  the  Collufion  appear'd,  and  involve 
Thoufands  of  Families,  who  had  efcaped  the  general 
Calamity  before,   in  utter  Dellruftion  ? 

As  to  Mr.  Walfwghamh  Argument,  that  the  Con- 
trail- could  not  have  been  put  in  Execution,  without 
abfolute  Ruin  to  the  Bank  of  England,  it  is  begging 
theQueftion,  at  leail ;  it  being  impoffible  to  fay,  with 
any  Certainty,  how  far  the  punBual  P erformnnce  of  it 
might  have  kept  up  Southfea  Stock  ;  or,  if  That  had 
been  found  too  heavy  for  the  Bank  to  bear,  a  moderate 
Compoftion  would  have  certainly  done  fome  Good,  by 
dividing  the  Lofs  between  the  two  Companies ;  and,  in 
that  Cafe,  feme  Part  of  the  tzvo  Millions  might  have 
been  rctain'd,   for  iheUfe  of  the  Publick. 

I  would  likewife  ask  Mr.  Walfinghafn^  how  the  Bank 
came  to  deferve  fo  much  more  Favour  than  the  Southjen 
Company  \  or,  fuppoling  the  worftthat  could  have  hapi 
pen'd,  why  one  Part  of  the  publick  Creditors  ought  td 
be  ruin'd  more  than  another  f 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  farther,  concerning  the  Validity 
of  this  Contrail ;  tecaufe  that  Part  of  the  Queftiofl 
feems  to  be  given  up  \>y  your  Advocates,  who  lay  the 
chief  Strefs  of  their  Argument  upon  the  Impoffibility  of 
executing  it,  Vv'ithout  fatal  Confequences.  Befide?,  it 
does,  not  much  affeft  the  main  Point  in  Difpute,  or  the 
Charge  againil  the  honourable  Gentleman,  whether  the 

Bargain 
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\ Bargain  was  llridlly  binding,  or  not ;  for  it  cannot  be 
'deny'd  that  it  was  made  and  publifh'd  in  fuch  a  Aian- 
'ler,  as  to  convince  Mankind  in  general'that  it  was  a 
\)erfe^  Agreeme7it,  and  thereby  drew  Multitudes  of  the 
moji  cautious  Perfo?is  into  the  Snare.  It  therefore  was 
J  jie  more  iniquitous  in  the  Negctiator,  if  He  knew  or 
!  Dclieved  it  not  to  be  obligatory,  whilft  He  was  tranfaft- 
ing  and  canying  it  on. 

Mr.  Walfingham  is  fo  far  from  denying  that  his  ho- 
nourable Friend  fupported  the  Bajih^  in  breaking  through 
'heir  Engagefuents,  that  He  jufliiies  Him  in  it,  and  tri- 
jmphsover  Us,  as  if  He  had  reduced  Us  to  a  Dile?nfnai 
Jiough  it  will  appear,  upon  Examination,  that  He  is 
jot  into  one  Himielf. 

*  "  If  it  be  clearly  ihewn,  fays  He,   that  the^r^^^ 

*  Per/on  neither  could,  nor  ought  to  have  forced  a  Per- 
'  forename  of  the  Contrail; .  it  is  then  faid.    We 

*  dor^t  condemn  Him  for  breaking  it,  but  for  making 
'  //. If    it    be   fhewn     by   what    irrefiilible 

*  Importunities,    Clamours,     and   Supplications,    He 

•*  was  drawn  in  to  make  it ; it  is  then  faid,  W^e 

•■*  do?it  conde?nn  Him  for  making  //,  hut  for  breaking 
<  it fo  that   We  are  brought  to  a  See-Saw  of 

*  Words,  about  breaking  and  7?iaki7ig,  and  making 
^  and  breaki7ig,  without  underilanding  any  Thing  of 
'  Fads. 

This,  I  fay,  is  a  Dilem?na,  which  does  not  affc(5l 

Us,  but  Mr,  Walfingham  himfelf ;  for,  notwithilanding 

!;he  Archnefs  of  his  Reafoning,  the  Argument  is  {Irong  a- 

^ainft  HimzvA  xh^  great  Perfon  either  Way  ;  which  I 

3rove  thus. If  it  was  a  Contract,    tjiat  ought  not  to 

lave  been  perform'' d,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  made  ; 
Dccaufe  it  induced  fo  many  thoufand  People  to  buy 
Southfea  Stock,  at  an  high  Price,  upon  the  Credit  of  it. 
— —  U  it  was  a  Contra^ ^  that  ought  to  have  been  made, 
i:  ought  not  to  have  been  broken  ;  bccaufe  That  was  di- 
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redllv  contrary  to  t)\Q  pretended  Defign  of  it,  and  muft' 
neceflarily  increafe  the  general  Calamity,  inftead  of  re- 
lieving it. You  fee.  Sir,  what  an  excellent  Judge 

■your  Friend  is  of  the  Nature  oi  Dilemma'' s  ! 

He  concludes  thefe  fine  Pieces  of  Reafoning  with  fe- 
veral  new  Profeffions  of  his  Love  and  Affection  for  You  ; 
which  He  demonftrates,  in  .  the  ufual  Manner,  by  two 
or  three  long  Paragraphs  of  the  choiceft  Panegyrick  up- 
on Tourfelf,  with  proper  Seafonings  of  Abufe  upon  your 
■Oppofers.  To  thefe  He  likewife  adds  a  moft  heroick  De- 
claration, that  Yow pall  not  want  Juftice,  'whilji  He  is 
able  to  render  it ;  and  that  nobody  Jh all  reji  a  Mome?it  in 
::^iet,  or  Obfcurity,  who  prefumes  to  give  You  any  far- 
ther Moleftation  about  the  Barik-ContraSi. 

But  leaving  You  to  the  private  Satisfaftion  of  having 
obtain'd  h  glorious  a  Champion,  and  fo  valuable  a 
Friend,  as  Mr.  Walfingham  Qvtry  where  reprefents 
Himfelf ;  let  us  now  fum  up  the  whole,  and  fee  how 
the  Cafe  Hands,  with  Relation  to  the  honourable  Per- 
fon. 

It  appears,  from  the  foregoing  Dedudion,  that  H( 
took  a  fcandalous  Advantage  of  the  general  Calamity,  ai 
that  Time,  and  made  the  Misfortunes  of  his  Country 
the  Means  of  enriching  and  aggrandizing  Himfelf;  that, 
with  this  View,  He  cook'd  up  r fraudulent  Project,  urt- 
der  the  Pretence  of  fupponing  the  Southfea  Company. 
but  with  a  Defign  of  felling  out  Stock,  at  an  high  Price 
and  deluding  the  unhappy  Sufferers  with  falfe  Hopes  0 
Relief,  till  his  other  Purpofes  were  ripe  for  Execution 
That,  in  order  to  draw  the  Bank  into  this  Scheme,  tj( 
gave  Them  private  AfTurances  of  being  releafed  froir 
their  Engagement,  in  Cafe  it  fhould  happen  to  turn  a 
gainft  Them ;  that,  after  feveral  Meetings,  a  Central 
"wasdrawn  up  between  Them,  by  the  honourable  Gen 
"tleman  himfelf ;  in  which  the  Bank  agreed  to  circulate  - 
i^umber  of  Southfea  Bonds,  upon  certain  Conditions 
and  the  Southfea  Company,  in  Return,  contracted  ti 
'GRANT  the  Bank  Stock  for  3,775,000/.  at  400  /.  pe. 
Lent,  which  was  then  the  Market  Price,    and  cheap*  I 

thai 
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than  \kizjirjl  Subfcriben  of  'An7iuities  had  it.  This  A- 
grectnent  was  afterwarus  confirm'd  by  a  Court  of  Direc- 
tors of  each  Company,  and  fignify'd  in  Form  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Treafury. 

It  farther  appears  that,  in  Purfuance  of  this  folemn 
Contrast,  a  Suhfcription  was  taken  in  by  the  Bank,  for 
the  Circulation  ofSouthfca  Bonds  ;  which  is  generally  al- 
low'd  to  have  faved  the  Bank  from  the  Calamities  of 
thofe  Times  i  an  J  though  They  never  circulated  o?ie  of 
the  Bonds,  for  which  the  Suhfcription  was  taken  in,  the 
Southfea  Cotnpan-^  was  at  laft  moil  equitably  adjudged  to 
pay  30,000  1.  for  the  Expence  of  it. 

I      On  the  other  Hand,  as  foon  as  it  was  found  that  South' 

'  fea  Stock  was  likely  to  continue  falling,  the  Bank  began  to 

■  prevaricate  about  the  other  Part  of  the  Agreement, 
which  was  their  own  Propofal,  and  afterwards  peremp- 
torily refufed  to  comply  with  it.  In  This,  as  it  like- 
wife  appears.  They  were  fecretly  abetted  by  the  honour- 

'  able  Gentleman,  and  at  laft  totally  releafed  from  it,  by 
his  Influence,  not  only  without  any  Compofition,  but  e- 
ven  with  very  great  Advantage  ;  for  the  Southfea  Com- 
pany, finding  Themfelves  in  this  Condition,  and  being 
at  the  fame  Time  incumber'd  with  heavy  Debts,  had 

.  no  Hopes  of  Relief  but  firom  the  Remifjion  cf  the  two 
Millions,  which  had  likewife  been  refufed  Them,  whilft 
They  infilled  upon  their  Contract.     In  order  therefore 

i  to  obtain  the  firfi.  They  were  obliged  to  give  up  the 
Infl,  and  to  fell  almoft/^«r  Millions  of  their  Stock  to  the 
Bank  at  a  much  lower  Price  than  it  was  worth  ;  fo  that 

i  the  Bank  were  amply  rewarded,  feveral  Ways,  for 
their  Concurrence  in  this  ProjeSi. 

Laftly,  whatever  Motives  might  induce  other  Gentle^ 
men  to  vote  for  the  Remifjion  of  the  tzvo  Millions,  it  ap- 
pears that  Tie  came  into  it  upon  no  other  Foot  than  by 
Way  of  Compofition  with  the  Stuthfea  Compa?2y  for 
their  giving  up  the  Bank-ContraSi,  as  was  aflerted  in  the 
Enquiry,  and  the  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund. 

Taking  the  whole  therefore  together,  can  any  Thing 
ha  moxt  fraudulent  diXidi  ruinous  i  or,  to  ufe  _y^^r  Advo- 

P  2  (ate^s 
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c ale's  polite  Epithets,  more  fagitious  and  infernal  than 
this  TranfaSfion,  except  your  endeavouring  to  fix  it  Vi^~ 
on  Gentle ?n en ^  to  whom  it  dees  not  belong,  by  averring 
2.  j'olemn  Falpoodm  the  Face  of  the  World,  and  infult- 
ing  the  Ruin''d^  by  telling  Them  that  it  was  only  bi- 
ting THE  Biter  ? 

I  am  vtrj  forry.  Sir,  to  find  Myfelf  UT]der  a  Necef- 
fity  of  fpeaking  to  You  in  fuch  aStyle-j  but  You  can- 
not be  farprized  at  it,  Vs'hilil  You  employ  a  little,  illi- 
b-ral  Fellozo  (  without  any  Merit  but  an  abuHve  Pen, 
and  a  tirefome  Repetition  of  ungrammatical  Jargon )  to 
throw  about  his  Defyances,  and  his  Dirt,  in  lb  licend- 
ous  and  undiftinguindng  a  Manner,  as  was  never  before 
5*een  in  any  civilized  Country.  Had  You  thought  fit  to 
hive  reitrain'd  Him  in  his  late  Scurrilities,  which  gave 
OSence  to  Men  of  "all  Parties,  or  to  have  difavowM  them 
aflervvards,  I  fliould  not  have  given  You  this  Trouble, 
bat  relied  the  Point  as  I  left  it  before.  Nay,  even  at 
prefent,  I  am  fo  far  from  threatening  to  purfue  You, 
Day  after  Day^  and  Week  after  Week,  or  not  to  let  Ton 
reft  a  Mo?ne?it  in  ^iet,  that  I  am  determined  to  let 
your  Jd-vocates  fay  what  They  pleafe  upon  this  Head, 
for  the  future,  v/ithoutany  Reply  ;  unlefs  They  write 
fomething  more  to  the  Purpofe  than  They  have  hitherto 
done.  But  I  cannot  conclude,  virithoutgiving  You  an 
Hint  that  there  are  Perfons  flill  living,  as  I  am  in- 
form'd,  who  have  fome  farther  Anecdotes,  concerning 
th^fecret  TranfaBions  of  that  Calamitous  Tear,  which 
may  poffibly  fee  the  Light,     if  2^^,  ox  your  Advocates, 

Ihould  render  it  necefiary. In  the  mean  Time,  I 

fhall  leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  I  have  not  fully 
proved  the  Foi7it  in  Dijpute,  and  pin'd  it  fufficiently 
down  upon  You.  Z). 

J  am,  SIR, 

With  all  due  RefpeB, 

Tour  moji  devoted  Seri/a-nt, 

Cal.  D'Anver?. 
Saturday 
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rA  >ri^fA  fi\  fy^.  f^i,  fi'k,  f^i,  fi^  r.'i  v\  f'\  f^i  f'\  ^  f'\  f'^A  fy^  ta  ^^y* 
S[^488.    Saturday,  Nov.  Sy  1735. 


To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Ef^; 


HOUGH  Likrty  is  the  darling  Pro- 
perty of  Englijhmen ;  though  it  is  our 
Birthright  as  Citizens  of  the  World,  but 
peculiarly  fo  by  the  Conftitution  of  this 
Kingdom,  committed  to  us,  and  fecured 
in  our   own  PofTelTion,   by  many  excel- 
mt  Laws ;  though  We  adore  the  very  Name  of  it  as  a 
)ivinity ;  yet  nothing   is  more  evident  than  that  the 
'  'eople  o\Englmid  may,  by  good  Words  and  kind  Ufage, 
e  brought  tofuffer  any  Thing.     No  Nation  under  the 
un  is  more  tradable,    whilft  They  have  fomething 
,  tirown  out  to  Them  to  play  with.     Gratify  Them 
i^ith  the  Shadow,  and  They  will  give  up  theSubftance. 
Nothing  but   an  abfolute  and  direct   Invafion  of  the 
^^onftitution  can  ever   ftir  Them  up  to  Refentment,   or 
i  Dree  Them   to  underfland  that  their  Liberties  are  un- 
i.ermined,  whilft  They  keep  their  Attention  only  on  the 
Superficies.     They  will  not  be  Slaves,  unlefs  it  be  their 
iwn  Way.     They  will  not  wear  Chains,  unlefs  They 
i)Utthemon  Themfelves.     They  will  not  be  plunder'd 
i^tht'n  Liberties  ',   but  They  will  throw  them  up.     It 
s  not  the  Thing,  but  the  Manner  of  doing  it,  which 
:;ives  Them  Concern.     They  fix  their  Eyes  upon  the 
lover eign,  and  whilft  T'hey  have  a  gracious  Prince  upon 
^  he  Throne,  whofe  Glory  is  center'd  in  the  Happinefs  of 
lis  Subjefts,  and  whofe  Defiresand  Ambition  arc  bound- 
ed by  the  Properties  of  the  People  ;  I  fay,  whilft  They 
»re  intent  only  on^thofc  Things,  which  proceed  from  the 

Tcrone, 
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throne,' They  hug  Themfelves  in  their  Security,  and 
think  of  nothing  but  indulging  their  Pleafures.  Whilft 
They  are  admuing  the  impartial  Juftice  and  great  Wif- 
dom  of  a  Judge^  in  a  Court  of  Judicature,  They  fuffera 
Rafc^ildii  their  Elbow  to  pick  their  Pockets. 

What !  is  there  but  o?ie  Man  in  the  Nation,  who  can 
make  us  Slaves  F  Yes,  there  are  Thoufands  of  Trayton 
amongfl:  ourlelve?,  preying  upon  our  Vitals,  and  yel 
fmiling  in  our  Faces.  Their  Cry  is  ftrong  for  Liberly 
but  it  is  the  Liberty  of  ravaging  their  Fellow-Subjefts,  o 
deftroying  theHappinefs  of  their  Countrymen.  It  i 
not  one  Tyrant,  bat  mi^ny,  wjiom  We  have  Reafon  t< 
fear  ;  whole  Nefls  of  Harpies,  Devourers  of  our  Pre 
perties,  of  the  Coniiitution  of  England.  Let  us  ferrc 
Them  then  from  their  Holes ;  let  us  point  Them  out,  c 
whatever  Magnitude  They  are,  or  in  whatever  Ch: 
They  may  rank  Themfelve?, 

Ever}'' Man  in  private  Life,  who  oppreffes  his  Deper 
dents  in  any  Degree,  fo  far  impofes  Slavery  upon  Then 


But  This  is  not  lairing.  It  dies  with  the  Opprefibr,  an 
many  Remedies  may  be  applyM,  for  the  Relief  of  tl 
Patient.  Nature  and  the  common  Courfe  of  Thin; 
furnifh  the  Oppreffed  with  Means  for  their  Defence,  ( 
.Revenge.  But  where  a  Man  in  pub  lick  Trujl,  or  in 
publlck  Affair,  injures  his  Fellow-Creatures,  the  Oppre 
lion  is  greater,  becaufe  it  is  sfled  under  Colour  oS.  Autl 
ji^.  A  Cujhm-Houfe  Officer,  qx  2.  trading  Jtiffice,  vsxc 
play  the  Tyrant  Vv'ithin  his  own  Sphere,  as  well  as  tl 
m'.fi  arbitrary  Prirne-Minifier.  A  Man  in  almoft  ever 
little  Place  hath  it  in  his  Power  to  injure,  to  aiFront, 
delay,  perhaps  to  innil  upon  Gratuities  for  doing  tJ 
common  Office  of  his  Function..  As  often  as  Jiu 
^i'/>/p;jarepra6lifed,  they  are  fo  many  Inftances  of  0 
p-cjjion,  and  every  fuch  Gratuity  is  an  Acknowled 
men t  of  Servitude.  But  thefe  are  trivial  Misforluni 
when  compajed  with  fome  others. 

For  wherever  a  Nation  is  taught  to  worfl'iip  Mont 
and  yet  the  Deity  is  icck'd  up  by  x\iq grand  Mufti,  ai 
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its  Influence  confined  to  Himfelf,  or  his  own  Family  » 
wherever  Luxury  is  fpread  amongft  the  People,  and 
Corruption  eats  into  the  ConiUtution  of  the  State  ;  there 
i*  great  Reafon  to  apprehend  that  fuch  a  People  are  pre- 
pared for  Dellruflion  ;  thefe  being  the  only  Methods  to 
make  Men  regaidlefs  of  the  Evils  They  do  not  immediate- 
ly feel ;  to  debilitate  their  Minds ;  and  debauch  the  bold, 
generous  and  free  Britons  into  eafy,  effeminate  and  bafe 
Slaves. 

If  any  Branches  of  Trrtde  are  engrofsM  hy  fele3  Bodies 
of  Men,  it  is  a  Deprivation  of  common  Right  from  the 
reft  of  the  Traders  ;  and,  in  that  Refpedt,  a  publick  In- 
jury. If  fuch  Bodies  join  together  as  one  Man  todiftrefs 
Others,  or  to  violate  their  Privileges,  to  impofe  Laws 
upon  Them,  and  force  Them  to  aft,  or  vote,  as  They 
direft,  then  They  are  fo  many  Injiruments  of  OppreJJtbn, 
and  Badges  of  Slavery.  But  farther,  if  fuch  Bodies  ofMe?i 
have  an  abfolute  Dominion  over  any  Part  of  our  Proper- 
ties ;  if  it  is  in  their  Power  to  fquander  away  our  Efatesy 
the  Violation  of  our  Rights  comes  more  home,  and  our 
Chaifis  begin  to  ratde.  Every  Dire^or  is  then  a  Tyrant, 
and  whenKe  a6ls  arbitrarily,  He  aft s  coniiftenrly. 

Wherever  the  Praftice  and  vile  Arts  of  Stockjobbing 
are  carry'd  on,  there  cannot  be  a  greater  Evidence  of 
Servitude.  If  it  Aould  ever  be  in  the  Powder  of  a  few 
Men  to  raife,  or  fink  publick  Credit,  and  with  a  Breath 
to  blow  away  my  Eftate,  to  make  Me  worth  nothing  to 
Day,  who  Yelterday  had  an  handfome  Income ;  if,  I 
fay,  our  Fortunes  depend  upon  the  Breath,  or  even  the 
"Whifper,  of  a  feiu  M^n,  and  We  dare  not  punifh  Them, 
as  Criminals,  left  their  Fall  ihould  injurioufly  depreciate 
publick  Credit,  We  might  as  v/ell  live  under  a  lurkifh 
Bajhaw.     All  Tyrants  are  alike. 

Wherever /////^  jRiJ^/z^j  are  protcfted,  and  great  ones 
fcreen'd  ;  where  the  People  are  over-ruled  by  Bower,  and 
cleny'd  the  common  Satibfaftion  due  to  national  Venge- 
ance on  publick  Crimijiah  \  wherever  mon-^d  Villainy 
finds  an  ecjual,  or  greater  Security  than  poor  lloneft'^  ; 

what 
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what  h^Ytfuch  a  People  to  do  but  to  throw  alide  all  Ho- 
nefty,  and  boldly  pradlife  the  Arts  of  opprefling  and  en- 
flaving  their  Fellow-Creatures,  or  hang  down  their 
Heads  in  abfolute  Subjei^ion  to  their  fuperior  and  infe- 
rior Tyrants  ? 

If  EleSiors  profeffedly  receive  Bribes^  and  Candidates 
profefTedly  give  them,  perfonal  Merit  being  thrown  out 
of  the  Scale,  and  the  Qualifications  of  the  Candidate  be- 
ing put  in  the  fame  Scale  with  his  Money,  the  Giver  ^n^ 
Receiver  are  both  Enemies  and  Tray  tors  to  the  Com- 
mon-wealth ;  Underminers  of  the  moft  lacred  Privilege 
in  our  Conftitution,  the  Freedom  of  Election  ;  They 
throw  down  the  only  Bulwark,  which  can  preferve  Zi- 
berty  from  Encroachment  j  They  fill  our  Frontiers  with 
foreign  Troops.  \i  This  fhould  ever  be  your  Cafe,  O 
Britons^  You  may  then  boaft  of  your  Liberties  ;  You 
may  then  dwell  upon  the  abfolute  Safety  of  your  Lives 
and  FortiineSfVindQr  the  Proteflion  of  Men,  who  have  hir- 
ed the  Command  of  boti;;  who  muft,fome  Way  or  other, 
reimburfe  Themfelves  the  Price  They  have  paid  for  the 
Farm  of  your  Liberties;  and,  perhaps,  pick  up  a  little  to 
purchafe  the  Potter'' s  Field. 

Let  us  therefore  examine  the  prefent  Times,  and  fee 
whether  fuch  Enormities  appear  in  our  Days.  If  any 
are  found,  let  us  root  them  out,  under  whatever  Shape 
difguifed,  or  by  whatever  Pretext  they  may  be  commit- 
ted; for  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  remove  them,  and 
to  cure  the  Wounds  they  have  made,  before  We  can 
enjoy  that  Z-i^^r/);,  which  is  the  natural  Right  of  Man- 
kind. They  are  Grievances,  which  will  grow  upon  our 
Hands  ;  and,  if  not  remedy'd,  will  foon  become  def- 
perate. 

Nothing  is  more  ridiculous  than  what  is  often  u''ged 
againft  this  Way  of  Reafoning  ;  that  We  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  our  prefent  Government.  Be  it  fo.  But 
why  fhould  vv'e  put  a  Sword  m  their  Hands,  more  than 
Jilftice  requires  ?  Such  Language,in  J[hort,is  no  more  than 
.Thist  We  will  prepare  our  Necks  for  the  Yoke ;  but  We 

know 
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;now  You  will  not  put  it  on.  We  will  lay  all  cur  For- 
uries, our  Properties, our  LibertieSyOwc  Lives t  within  your 
;*ovver ;  but  we  are  fure  You  will  not  touch  them.  We 
vill  give  you  the  Weapons  to  undo  us,  in  full  Confidence 
hat  You  will  not  ufe  them.  We  will  prepare  the  Steps 
or  You  to  mount  to  the  moji  arbitrary  and  abfoluie  So- 
.•ereig?it\,  becaufe  We  are  lecure  in  the  Goodnefs  of  your 
femper. —  Thefe  are  Compliments,  which  might  have 
)een  made  properly  enough  to  a  Nero,  or  a  Domitia^, 
)y  a  People  broken  to  Servitude  ;  fit  Cant  for  Court- 
Sycophants,  and  fazvning  Tifne-jervcrs  ;  but  an  EngHp- 
nan,  as  long  as  He  regards  his  Honour,  or  his  Country, 
vill  abhor  fuch  intolerable  Flattery  and  Servility.  — — . 
A^hat !  Shall  We  fuiFer  ourfeives,  like  Gibraltar,  to  be 
et  up  to  the  Neck  in  Batteries,  without  one  Effort  to 
lifengage  ourfeives  ? 

We  have  ittn  fome  o^  thefe  Evils  fpring  up  amongft 
IS,  and  though  they  may  be  fown  by  a  fuperior  Hand, 
air  firft  Bufmefs  is  to  weed  them  out.  Though  We 
nay  be  play'd  upon  one  another,  by  fome  invifible 
'^mer.  We  are  not  fo  far  difeafed  but  We  may  recover. 
t  is  much  within  ourfeives  to  prevent  the  Effeft ;  and, 
)y  deiboying  the  Injiruments  of  OfpreJJion,  to  take  a  way- 
he  Power.  Let  us  therefore  unite  againft  the  over- 
)earing  Authority  of  thofe  State-Engines,  the  Monopolies 
f  Trade  ;  nor  fjffer  our  Fortunes  to  be  managed  and 
:old  over  by  info  lent  DireBors,  or  pillaged  by  grand 
Knaves.  Let  us  oppofe  the  paltry  Crafts  of  Stockjob- 
bing, in  which  the  Legiflature  hath  already  thought 
It  to  interpofe,  and  keep  our  Elates  untainted  with  the 
Infamy  of  other  Men.  Let  us  deteft  the  bafe  Cffersof 
Thofe,  who  would  buy  our  Liberties ;  not  fell  ourlelves 
J^;  Catrie.  Let  us  not  inflidl  light  Punifhments  on  heifi- 
rus  Crimes  ;  but  where  publick  Juftice  demands  the 
Lives  of  the  Offenders,  let  us  ere61:  a  Gibbet  without 
Fear.  Let  us  fearch  out  the  Caufes  of  omt  prefent,  de- 
'  mng  Virtue,  and  grozving  Bafenefs ;  and  if  any  Man  in 
Pozier  ilioald  be  found,  who  bears  thefe  Evils  befoie 

Him, 
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Him,  like  a  dark  Lanthorn,  and  whilft  they  glare  ir 
our  Eyes,  skulks  behind,  and  makes  his  Advances  upor, 
us  unfeen  ;  any  Man,  who  encourages  and  promote; 
our  DiftrefTes ;  who  treads  upon  our  Misfortunes,  anc 
makes  Ufe  of  them  as  Steps  to  hi^  own  Grandeur ;  Hin 
let  us  point  out,  as  the  Author  of  our  Injuries,  and  th< 
Objeft  of  our  Refentment. 

Let  us  not  fuffer  the  Artiiices  of  fome  Men  to  prevail ; 
nor  catch  at  the  Bait  of  Luxury  ;  and,  whilll  We  are 
taught  to  play  in  the  Sunfhine  of  Eafe,  and  Pleafure. 
render  our  Bodies  duftile,  and  our  Liberties  an  eafy 
Prey  to  any  bold  Invader.  I  fay  not  This,  like  a  cer 
tain  Writer,  to  ftifle  our  Complaints  againft.  the  Cor 
rupter,  I  am  fenfible  that  it  is  morally  impoffible  to  fto 
the  Growth  of  Luxury  and  Corruption,  v/ithour  the  In  ■ 
terpoiition  of  the  fuperior  Pozven,  and  the  Example  c 
pux  Leaders  ;  for  whillt  there  are  Tempters ,  the  commo 
FeopleW"^  be  {educed,  corrupted,  and  betray 'd,  Th 
Reformation  mull  be  general,  if  at  all. 

I  am  fenfible,  I  fay,  that  neither  Luxury,  nor  any  ( 
our  other  Grievances  can  be  redrefsM,  without  the  Affid 
ance  oi  Parliament.  I  am  perfuaded  that  our  Libertit 
demand  fuch  Affiftance,  and  therefore  am  not  withoi] 
Hopes,  as  We  want  no  additional  Power  s  to  redrefs  oui 
felves,  nor  Reafons  to  induce  us  to  it,  that  every  Mar 
whofe  Heart  is  warm  in  the  Intereft  o'i  his  Country 
will  fet  about  the  oppofing  and  removing  thofe  Evih 
which  mull  otherwife  in  Time  dellroy  our  Conptutioi 
SLndpre/ent  EJiabliJhment^  fo  happily  interwoven  foi 
the  Prefervation  of  both.  R> 

I  am,  S  I  R, 

Tour  humble  Servant,  A.  B. 


SATUP; 
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T^  489.^  Saturday,  Nov.  15,  1735. 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efqi 

Mr.  D'ANVERS,  . 

HERE  having  been  much  Difcourfe 
of  late  about  Merlin  and  his  Cave,  I 
fancy  many  of  your  Readers  will  be 
pleafed  to  fee  Spenfer's  Account  of  thcHo/d 
Britijb  Prophet  and  Magician. 
In  his  Legend  of  *  Britomartis,  or 
\hrtjlity.  He  gives  us  the  following  Relation  of  her 
aifion  for  Arthegal. 

"  XJ  Y  flrange  Occafion  She  did  Him  behold, 

"  13   ^^^   much   more  Ilrangely  'gan  to  love  his 

Sight, 
"  As  it  in  Books  hath  written  been  of  old. 
*'  In  Deheubarth^  that  now  South  Wales  is  %%  hight, 
*'  What-Time  King  Ryence  reignM,  anddealed  right, 
*'  The  great  Magician,   Merlin^  had  devized, 
''  By  his  deep  Science,  and  Hell-dreaded  Might, 
**  A  Looking-GIafSy  right  wond'roufly  f  aguifed, 
"  Whofe  Vertues  through  the  wide  World  foon  were 
folemnized. 

*'  It  Vertue  had  to  fhew,  in  perfcd  Sight, 
"  Whatever  Thing  was  in  the  World  contained, 
**  Betwixt  the  loweil  Earth  and  Heaven's  Height, 
*'  So  that  it  to  the  Looker  appertain'd. 

*  See  the  Fairy  Queen,  Book  3.  Canto  2. 

;|.:|.  <all'd.  f  fajhioiidy  or  contrived. 

"  What- 
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"  Whatever  Foe  had  wrought,  or  Friend  had  feign'dj 
**  Therein  difcover'd  was,  +  ne  aught  ||  mote  pafs, 
**  Ne  aught  in  fecret  from  the  fame  remain'd, 
ii  *^  For-thy  it  round  and  hollow  fhaped  was, 
**  Like  to  the  World  itfelf,  and  feem'd  a  World  o 
Glafs. 

**  Who  wonders  not,  that  reads  fo  wondVous  Work 
"  But  who  does  wonder,  that  hath  read  the  Tower 
<«  Wherein  th'  Egyptian  Phao  long  did  lurk, 
«<  From  all  Men's  View,  that  none  might  Her  dif 

couer, 
«<  Yet  file  might  all  Men  view  out  of  her  Bower  ? 
'^  Great  Ptolomy  it,  for  his  ff  Z,f;;/^;^'sSake, 
«'  Ybuilded  all  of  Glafs,   by  magick  Power^ 
"  And  alfo  it  impregnable  did  make  ; 
*«  Yet  when  his  Love  was  falfe,  JHe  with  a  **  Peaz 

it  break. 

*'  Such  was  the  glqffj  Globe,  that  Merlin  made, 
"  And  gave  unto  King  Ryence  for  his  Guard, 
"  That  never  Foes  his  Kingdom  might  invade, 
*'  But  He  it  knew  at  home,  before  He  heard 
"  Tidings  thereof,    and  fo  Them  ilill  debarr'd. 
"  It  was  a  famous  Prefent  for  a  Prince, 
"  And  v/orthy  Work  of  infinite  Reward, 
*'  TYiditTre^fons  could  bewray,  and  Foes  convince. 
*'  Happy  this  Realm,  had  it  remained  ever  fmce ! 

Spenferh  Obfervation,  in  this  laft  Line,  is  not  onl; 
beautiful,  in  a  poetical  Light,  but  worthy  o^  zn  honej\ 
Englipman,  and  ihews  his  great  Regard  for  the  He  i 
nour  and  Interefl  of  his  Country.  Such  a  Looking-Gkj . 
was,  indeed,  a  noble  Prefent,  and  what  the  wifeit 
Prince  upon  Earth  need  not  be  afliamed  of  accepting : 

X  nor  ii   muft 

*f  for,  or  becaufe,  ft  his  Uijlrejs's 

«*  Weight. 

Fe' 
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or  this  Reafon,  I  heartily  wilh,  with  our  Poet,  that 
'  had  remaiT^d  ever  jlnce  ;  or  that  Merlin  would  be 
leafed  to  fabricate  another ^  and  beftow  it  where  it  is  due, 
y  Way  of  Acknowledgment  for  his  new  Habitation, 
[ad  this -Mirr our  been  preferved,  how  many  fatal  MiC- 
irriages  in  former  Reigns  would  have  been  prevented  ? 
)ar  Kings  would  then  have  been  not  only  able  to  de- 
at  all  the  Machinations  and  Attempts  of  their  Enemi' 
,  but  likewife  to  diftinguifh  their  real  Friend j  from 
|.e  common  Herd  of  Sycophants ^  who  fwarm  about 
Durts,  and  are  always  erfdeavouring  to  poifon  the  Ears 
,  their  Sovereign.  Invafions,  Confpiraciesy  Rebellions , 
i  d  civil  Wars  would  have  been  immediately  nipt  in 
e  Bud.  There  would  have  been  no  Occafion  for  Ri- 
A£is,  feptennial  Parliaments,  Excije-Bills,  or  Votes  of 
-edit ;  and  I  make  it  a  Queftion  whether  We  fhould 
1  ve  ever  heard  of  the  Treaties  q^  Hanover,  Seville,  or 
,  ',nna.  Nay,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  even  o^ir 
I  'fent  able  Politicians,  not  excepting  the  great  NegotU 
i  r  himfelf,  ^vduld  have  reap'd  fo;ne  Advantage  from  it, 
\  adjufting  the  Ballance  01  Europe,  and  fecuring  the  In- 
efts  of  this  Kingdom. 

.  The  Poet  then  proceeds  to  acquaint  his  Readers  that 
,  itomartis  happening  to  go  into  her  Father,  King 
■pence's  Clofet,    and  looking  into  />^/j  enchanted  Glafs, 

■  V  there  the  Perfon  of  Arthegal,  and  fell  {0  deeply  in 
:  ve  with  Him,  that   it  prey'd  upon  her  Spirits,    and 

r^rived  Her  of  her  Reft.  One  Night,  ftarting  out  of 

r  Sleep   in  great  Diforder,    her  old   Nurfe,'  Glaucc, 

10  lay  with  Her,  defircd  to  know  the  Occafion  of  it ; 

i  1,  after  much  Importunity,  found  it  to  be  Love  j  but 

■  it  was  only  the   Shadozv  of  a  Man,  that  had  given 

vVound,  They  were  under  great  Difficulties  how  to 
out  the  real  Perfon.  At  laft,  Glauce  advifed  her 
^  Mifrefs,  that  He,  who  made  the  Glafs,  in  which 
view'd  the  Face  of  her  ftrajige  Lover,  would 
ole  to  inform  Thcni  iu  what  Part  of  the 
..  XIV.  Q  World 
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Worlcl  He  lived.  For  this  Purpofe,  They  made  j 
Journey  to  Merlinh  Cave,  the  Defcription  of  which  i 
&  particular,  that  it  deferves  a  Place  in  your  Paper. 

«<  *  "T^Orthwith  Themfelves  difguifmg  both*  1 
**       _|p  ftraunge 

^*  And  bafe  Attire,  that  none  might  Them  bewray, 
*•  To  Maridunum,  that  is  now  by  Chaunge 
**  Of  Name  Cayr-Merdin  call'd.  They  took  their  Way 
**  There  the  wife  Merlin  whilom  wont.  They  fay, 
**  To  make  his  -|-  Wonne,  low  underneath  the  Gjoun* 
*•  In  a  deep  %  Delve,  far  from  the  View  of  Day, 
^*  That  of  no  living  Wight  He  mote  be  found 
««  When  fo  He  counferd,   with  his  Spfights  encomp 
round. 

"  And  if  Thou  ever  happen  that  fame  Way 
<*  To  travel,  go  to  fee  that  dreadful  Place. 
«*  It  is  an  hideous,   hollow  Cave,  They  fay, 
*•  Under  a  Rock,  that  lies  a  little  Space 
^*  From  the  fwift  Barry,  tombling  down  apace, 
**  Emongft  the  woody  Hills  of  Dyneuowre. 
**  But  dare  Thou  not,  I  charge,   in  any  Cafe^ 
"^  To  enter  into  that  fame  baleful  Bower, 
*<  For  fear  the  cruel  Fiends  Ihould  Thee  JJ  un wares 
vour. 

**  But  landing  high  aloft,  low  lay  thine  Ear, 
**  And  there  fuch  ghaftly  Noife  of  iron  Chains, 
*<  And  brazen  Caudrons  Thou  (halt  rombling  hear^ 
«<  Which  thoufand  Sprights  with  long-enduring  PrI 
•*  Doe  tofs,  that  it  will  ftun  thy  feeble  Brains ;  H 
**  And  oftentimes  great  Groans,  and  grievous  ]|  StoniBIl 
«*  When  too  huge  Toil  and  Labour  Them  conllrainsH*! 
««  And  oftentimes  loud  Strokes,  and  ringing  Sounds 
**  From  under  that  deep  Rock  moft  horribly  reboun< 

,      *  Fairy  ^een.  Book  3.  Canto  3.  ||  Dweh^p^ 

place.  X  ^^^'^'  %X  finaivares. 

Jl  Lamentations, 
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The  Caufe,  fome  fay,  in  this.     A  little  while 
Before  that  Merlin  dyM,  He  did  intend 
A  Brazen  Wall  in  Compafs  to  compile 
About  CairTnardhiy  and  did  it  commend 

'  Unto  thefe  Sprights,  to  bring  to  perfeft  End. 
Daring  which  Work,  the  Lady  of  the  Lake^ 
Whom  long  He  lov'd,  for  Him  in  Hafte  did  fend? 
Who  thereby  forced  his  Workmen  to  forfake, 

'  Them  bound,  till  his  Return,    their  Labour  not  t?» 
flake. 
In  the  mean  Time,  through  x^^\.falfe  Ladfs  Train, 
He  was  furpriz'd,  and  buried  under  *  Bere, 

•  Ne  ever  to  his  Work  return'd  again  ; 
f  Nathlefs  thofe  Fiends  may  not  their  Work  forbear. 
So  greatly  his  Commandement  They  fear. 
But  there  do  toil  and  travail  Day  and  Night, 
Until  that  brazen  Wall  They  up  do  rear ; 
For  Merlin  had  ia  Magick  more  Infight, 
Than  ever  Him  before,  or  after,  living  Wight. 

For  He  by  Words  could  call  out  of  the  Sky 
Both  Sun  and  Moon,  and  make  them  Him  obey  {, 
The  Land  to  Sea,  and  Sea  to  Main-land  dry. 
And  darkfome  Night  He  eke  could  turn  to  Day  ; 

■  Huge  Hoils  of  Men  He  could  alone  difmay, 

'  And  Hofts  of  Men  of  meaneft  Things  could  frame, 
'  When  fo  Him  lift  his  Enemies  to  %  fr^y  » 
'  That  to  this  Day,  for  Terror  of  his  Fame, 
'  The  Fiends  do  quake,  when  any  Him  to  Theni  does 
name. 

■  And,  footh.  Men  fay  that  He  was  nat  the  Son 

'  Of  mortal  Sire,  or  other  living  Wight, 
'  But  wondroufly  begotten  and  begun 
'  By  falfe  Illufion  of  a  guileful  Sprtght 

'— ^— ^»— —  I      III  ■.— i—  -^»— I    I    ,« 

,   *  A  Loady  or  PreJJure,  f  Neverthelefs. 

X  frighten. 

Y.    z  "Oil 
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•*  On  a  fair  Lady  Nun,  that  whilom  hight 

**  Matt  Id  a.  Daughter  to  Fubidim, 

**  Who  was  the  Lord  of  Mrfr/z^T^^/j// by  Right, 

**  And  Coofen  unto  King  Ambrofius  j 

**  Whence  He  indued  was  with  Skill  fo  marvellous. 

This  Account  of  MertirPs  Pedegree,  in  the  laft  Stan- 
za, agrees  very  well  with  That,  which  You  have  al- 
ready given  us  from  the  Di^ionaire  de  Trevoux  i  whtxo. 
it  is  faid  that  He  was  begotten  by  a  Daemon,  c-aWd  Incu- 
bus, upon  a  Maid  of  Honour. 

But  how  different  is  his  Situation  at  prefent,  from 
what  it  was  in  thofe  Times,  of  which  our  Author 
fpeaks  ?  Inftead  of  a  dark,  and  doleful  Cavern  upon  th« 
Mountains  of  Wales,  inhabited  by  Fiends,  He  hatl 
nw^'a^ fine  new  Apartment  erected  for  Himt  upon  one 
of  the  moll  beautiful  Spots  in  England,  where  He  i: 
continually  vifited  by  the  Great,  the  Gay,  and  thi 
Powerful,  of  both  Sexes.  Inftead  of  the  rattling  o 
Chains,  and  the  GxoMiS  of  unhappy  Sprights,  his  Ear 
are  now  feaOed  with  the  Melody  of  Birds,  and  otbei 
delightful  Mufick,  both  natural  and  artificial.  Th( 
Works  of  the  Learned  furround  Him,  and  thecelebrat 
cd  Mr.  Stephen  Duck  is  both  his  Houfe-keeper,  and  hi; 
Poet-Laureat.  *  |l 

It  is  true  indeed,  if  We  may  believe  Spenfer,  tha  " 
He  had  once  the  Honour  of  a  Vifit  from  a  Lady  Er 
rani ;  and  a  Kin£s  Daughter,  in  his  old  Welp  Grotto  ■, 
but  what  was  That  to  the  Compliments  paid  Him  a 
preient  ?  Queen  Elizabeth,  attended  by  her  Maids  Oj 
Honour,  is  his  conftant  Companion,  and  a  much  greater 
Lady  of  the  Lake,  in  whom  He  may  fafely  confide,  hi; 
indulgent  Benefadref?. 

I  don't  know  whether   He  defigns  to  employ  Him 
felf,  for  the  future,  in  the  Arts  of  Prophefy,  or  Magick 
inarming  us  again  ft  difajlreus  Events,  hy  foretelling 
them  ;    or  in  working  Miracles,  for  our  Deliverance 
But  as  We  do  not  feem  to  Hand  in  any  Need  of  braxe? 

Walls 


\ 
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Walls,  or  huge  Hojis  of  Me7i,  m  our  present  Situ-^rjon^ 
I  could  wifh  He  would  turn  his  Mind  a  iitrle  '"o  hio  ^ 
ther  Art ;  and  the  Specimen  You  have  lately  giver  us 
of  it  makes  Me  deiirous  of  feeing  ibme  more  of  hi.  Pre- 
di^ions.  He  would  particularly  oblige  us,  at  this- 
critical  Conjunflure,  by  letting  us  knc'^v  .vhat  will  bp 
the  IfTue  of  the  enfuing  Cono;refs,  if  there  is  to  be  any, 
and  how  it  will  affeft  Us  a  few  Years  hence. 

In  the  mean  Time,  give  me  Leave  to  make  a  Ret- 
jmark  or  two  upon  one  of  his  Prophecies,  which  occurs  in 
our  Hiftory,  almoll  five  hundred  Years  ago. 

You  know,  Mr.  D^Anvers,  that  the  JVelJh  were  not 
lintirely  fubdued   to  the  Englijh  Government y    till  the 
I  Reign  of  Edward  the  \f  ;    though  They  had  agreed  to 
i  do  Hofnage  and  pay  Tribute  to  the  Crown  of  England, 
I  in  the  Pvcign  of  his  Father,    Henry  the  3^;  but  taking 
I  Advantage  of  the  Troubles  of  thofe  Times,   They  en- 
i  jeavour'd  to  throw  off  the  Yoke.     As  foon  therefore  as 
I  Edzuard  was  fettled  in  the  Throne,  He  took  a  Refoluti- 
;Dn,  in  the  firfl  Place,  to  c\iz^\(Q  Lezvellyn,  their  Prince, 
i  who  had  countenanced  and  aflifted  the.  Maleiontents,  in 
his  Fathers  Reign.     For  this  Purpofe,    having  march'd 
into  Wales  with  a  formidaWe  Atmy,^^Lewelly»  was  o- 
i  Dliged  to  fubniir,  upon  very  hard  Terms,  without  ftrik- 
ingaBlow;  but  being  a  Prince  of  an  ^haughty  Spirit, 
that  could  not  eahly  brook  Subjedlion,  He  revolted  loon 
afterwards,  and  endeavour*d  to  free  Himielf  from  it  by 
Force  of  Arms.     All  our  Hiftorians  take  Notice  that 
one  of  the  Reafons,  which  determined  Him  to  this  del^ 
perate  Enterprize,    was  an  old,  traditional  Prophefy  of 
Merlin  ;  viz.  that  Leolyi^,  (  or  Lewellyn,  ac- 
cording to  the  Weljh  La.ngusigQ).Jhou/d  ^oear  the  Crozvn 
tf/'BRUTUs  ;  meaning  the  Crown  o^  Britain,    which 
was  ru_ppol'ed  to  take  ics  Name  from  that  antient  King. 
But  the  Event  J(hew'd  that  He  mifmterpreted  the  Pro- 
phefy,  for  his  Army  was  not  only  intirely  rouled,    and 
Himfelf  kiil'd  on  the  Spot,  but  his  Head,  crown'd  with 
hy,  was  ig^nominioufly  expofed  to  View  upon  the  Walls» 

of 
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of  the  fower  of  London^  and  his  whole  Country  was  im- 
mediately united  to  the  Crown  oi England. 

It  is  plain  therefore  that  the  Prophecy  could  not  be  de- 
iign'd  for  that  unfortunate  Prince  ;  and,  perhaps,  it  may 
jiot  yet  be  ful  dlM.  Why  fliould  it  not  mean,  for  In- 
'  ftance,  that  Somebody,  whofe  Name  is  Leo  L-^n,  or  the 
Lyon  of  Lyn,  {hall  hereafter  poiTefs  Himfelf  of  fuch  ab- 
folate  Power  as  to  feem  a  Sovereign^  and  in  EfFeil  wear 
the  Crown  ?  —  But  1  fubmit  this  Conjefture,  with  great 
Humility,  to  Perfons  better  skill'd  in  fuch  Kinds  of 
Learning  than  Myfelf,  and  am, 

SIR, 

iV,  Tour  unknown  Friend  and  humble  Servant. 

P.O. 

J^^  4pa.    Saturdav,  Nov.  a  a,  i735» 


Have  lately  received  a  Letter  from  as ! 
unknown  Hand,  in  Behalf  of  that  cek-  \ 
brated  Oculifi,  who  hath  lately  peri 
formed  fuch  wonderful  Cures  in  all  Partii 
qI  Europe,  and  is  now  fettled  in  this  Me-i 
tropolis,  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Fellow-: 
£ubje£ls.  lam  glad  to  find  by  the  publick  Papers  thai 
this  Gentleman  hath  been  fo  gracioufly  received  at  Court,\ 
and  that  there  is  a  Defign  of  making  Him  Operator  k.\ 
ordinary  to  that  Place  ;  an  Officer^  as  I  apprehend,  whcj 
hath  been  long  wanted  there,  and  may  be  cf  great  Uie, 
Such  an  Honour  will  be  an  ample  Reward,  ^smyCor'\ 
refpondent  very  juftly  obferves,  for  the  Do8or''s  greai 
Pams  in  his  ProfelTion  j  and  the  Opportunity  it  will  givcj 

Him 
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Him  of  praftifiTig  upon  our  Grandees  will,  without 
Doubt,  exceedingly  improve  the  Skill  and  Knowledge, 
which  He  hath  already  acquired.  What  vaft  and  new 
Fields  of  Plealure  will  arife  to  our  auguft  Court  ?  Thofe, 
who  are  at  "^xdknx.  Jhort-fighted,  will  be  enabled,  by  his 
mafterly  Hand,  to  fee  as  far  into  a  Mill-Hone  as  other 
People.  The  N arrow-fight ed  will  have  their  Views 
confiderably  extended.  Thofe,  who  labour  under  a 
certain  Malady  of  the  Eye,  by  which  it  is  turn'd  wholly 
inwards  upon  ^hemfehes^  will,  by  being  properly 
couch'd,  be  able  to  regard  and  behold  the  Circumftances 
of  their  Friends  and  Countrymen  with  more  Tendernefs. 
As  for  the  Second-Jightedy  who  fee  Things  at  a  Diflance, 
or  to  come,  it  is  not  the  Diftemper  of  our  Age,  or  Na- 
tion, and  therefore  I  Ihall  fay  nothing  about  it. 

But  as  this  Ariijl  is  faid  to  have  confined  his  Studies 
principally  to  the  Eye,  there  is  Reafon  to  hope  that  He 
will  be  fuccefsful  in  adapting  proper  Remedies  to  every 
Diforder,  to  which  it  is  fubjecft  ;  fuch  as  Blindnefs  ari- 
fmg  from  Tride,  Avarice,  and  Ambition  j  Over-looking  ; 
looking  one  Way  and  rowing  another  ;  fquinting,  or  look- 
•  ing  fever  a  I  Ways  at  once  ;  in  fhort,  when  this  Gentleman 

Ihall  have  pradlifed  upon'^the  Eyes  of  the  M y^  it  is 

;  not  to  be  queftion'd  that  They  will  fee  Things  in  a  quite 
I  different  Light  from  what  They  have  hitherto  done. 
i  Befides,  w-hen  their  ozvn  Eyes  fhallbe  fully  open'd.  They 
1  will,  in  all  Likelihood,  be  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of 
I  the  Pleafure  arifing  from  the  right  Ufe  of  this  noble  Or^ 
\  gan,  that  They  will  not  any  longer  endeavour  to  keep 
ether  People  in  the  Dark. 

This   leads   Me    to   refletl   whether  a   certain  large 

Building,  DQcit  Si.  y 's,   may  not  be  coniidei'd  as 

one  of  the  moft  ulcful  Hofpitals  in  or  about  Town,  not 

excepting  even  the  famous  Mr.  Ward's ;  for  it  hath  long 

been  oblervcd  that  moft  of  the  Objects,   taken   in  there, 

i  •  cannot  fee  at  all,  upon  their  firft  Admifiion ;   whereas 

j   They  are  feldom  turn'd  our,  till  They   begin   to  fee  fo 

1  »<?//,  and  fo  clearly,  that  They  uould  chufe  to  depart 

^hem- 
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^hem/elves,  and  make  Room  for  Others.  There  is  in- 
deed, at  this  Time,  one  lujly  blind  Man,  in  that  Hofpital, 
who  is  grown  very  remarkable  for  having  been  there  ib 
long;  and  though  He  hath  {ufftr'd  dwer/e  fevere  Opera" 
tionSf  which  have  generally  brought  Others  to  their 
Sight,  they  have  had  no  Manner  of  Effeft  upon  Him. 
On  the  contrary,  He  is  accounted  to  grow  worfe  and  worfe 
every  Day,  and  it  is  fear'd  will  never  recover  his  Sight, 
unlefs  this  ingenious  OcuUfl  takes  Him  in  Hand,  and 
fhould  have  greater  Succefs  than  can  well  be  expedled 
in  fo  obftinate  a  Cafe. 

There  is  another  Sort  of  Perfons,  at  that  End  of  the 
Town,  whom  I  would  particularly  recommend  to  the 
DoBor's  Care ;  I  mean  Thqfe,  who  have  no  vifible  De- 
feSi  in  their  Eyes,  and  yet  are  aftually  Jiark  bli7id.  This 
is  what  the  Oculijis  call  Gutta  serena  i  and  if  Dr. 
Taylor  hath  any  fpecifick  Remedy  for  it.  He  will  not 
only  deferve  the  Thanks  of  the  whole  Nation,  but  a  ■ 
publick  Reward,  and  even  a  Statue  to  his  Memory.       I 

What  a  Bleffing  is  it  to  this  Kingdom,  that/^r^  a  Ge- 
nius fhould  happen  to  arife  at  a  Time,  when  Bltndnefs 
is  not  only  the  epidemical,  but  faihionable  Dileafe  ?  A 
Man,  who  pretends  to  make  Ufe  of  his  own  Eyes,  \o6kz 
as  awkard  and  ridiculous  at  the  Play-boufe,  or  the  Ope- 
ra, as  in  other  publick  AJfemblies ;  and  therefore  I  am 
afraid  that  powerful  Intereft  will  be  made  againft  a  ra- 
dical Cure  of  this  Dijremper.  The  ingenious  Mr. 
Scarlet,  no  Doubt,  will  proteft  very  flrongly  againft  any 
fuch  Attempt ;  and  I  mufl  confefs  that  his  Cafe  would 
be  very  hard,  not  only  as  his  Majejlfs  Optician,  but  like- 
wile  as  He  hath  made  all  Defefis  of  the  Eyes  his  chief 
Studv  for  many  Years,  and  fupply'd  mofi:  of  the  Nobi- 
lity and  Gentry  of  this  Kingdom  Ynt^  artificial  ones, 
which  He  hath  now  brought  to  the  utmoft  Perfection. 
J  fhould  tht]-efore  be  lorry  to  fee  Him  deprived  of  the 
Fruifs  of  his  Labour  ;  but  This  being  a  Scheme  for  the 
publick  Good,  I  would  huiTibly  propole  that  a  proper  Re- 
com pence  fnould  be  made  Him  by  Farliarrient,   if  it 

fhould 
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fhould  take  Effe£l,  as  is  ufual  in  Cafes  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture. 

There  is,  however,  one  or  two  Species  of  this  Dif- 
temper^  which  neither  the  Oculijf,  nor  the  Optician  can 
remedy.     Th^firfi  is  what  Cicero  calls  Carcitas  Mentis, 

'  or  intelUBud  Blindnefs.  ^There  are  Multitudes  of 
People  afflifted  with  this  Malady^  in  all  Countries,  but 
particularly  in  England  i  Men,  who  are  continually 
groping  about  in  the  Dark,  vrith  their  Eyes  broad  open  ; 
or,  as  the  Scripture  emphatically  exprefles  it,  Eyes  have 
Thef  and  fee  not,  Mrs.  Osborne  feems  to  allude  to  thefe 
mental  Organs  in  her  lall  Paper,  which  She  begins  ihusr 

j  an  honefi  Mind  muji  Se  e,  ^c.  But  I  hope  She  does  not 
mean  her  own  ;  for  though  it  is  much  doubted  whether 
She  hath  a  Grain  of  ^<j^/i^_y,  every  Body  knows  that  her 

i  intellcfiual  Opticks  are  fo  totally  obfcured  by  a  Defludi- 
on  of  peccant  Humours,  which  She  calls  Reafoning,  that 
She  may  cry  out  with  Sampfony  or  Miltont  in  a  meta- 
phorical Senfe, 

O  dark*  dark,  dark,  amidft  the  Blaze  of 'Noon  \ 
Jrrecouerahly  dark  ;  total  Eclipfe, 
Without  all  Hope  of  Day  ! 

But  not  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  fb  lozv  an  ObjeB, 
let  us  return  to  blind  Men  of  State ;  who,  notwithlland- 
ing  this  Infirmity,  are  the  moft  remarkable  of  all  People 
in  the  World  for  an  Itch  of  meddling  in  Bufmefs,  and 
thrulting  their  Nofes  into  every  Body's  Affairs;  fo  that 
Horace^s  Suppofition, 


Cagcus   Iter  monftrare  velit, 


utfi 


is  not  fo  extraordinary  as  it  may  be  imagined.  We  hive 
not  only  feen  the  Blind  leading  the  Blind,  which  is  ridi-. 
culous  enough,  but  even  pretending  to  guide  Thofe^' 
who  have  their  Eye-fight  in  full  Perfection ;  and,  like 

Jack 
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Jack  in  the  We  of  a  Tub,  running  their  Heads  againft 
a  Poft  at  Noon-day.     Moliere  hath  rallied  thefe  intellec- 
tual Buzzards  with  a  great  deal  of  Humour,   in  his 
Comedy    cali'd    r Etmrdi,    or   the    Blunderer;  from 
whence  Dryden  hath  taken  his  Sir  Martin  Marrajly  one 
of  the  moft  numerous  and  flourifhing  Families,  at  this 
Day,   in  England.     I  lately  took  fome  Notice  of  the 
two  chief  Branches  of  it,  who  are  Br  other  s^znd  fo  near- 
ly ally*d  in  feveral  Refpedls,  as  well  as  by  Blood,  that 
it  is  fomewhat  difficult  to  know  Them  aiander.     The 
chief  Difference  between  Them   is,   that  0?ie  of  The?n 
chufes  to  blunder  at  home,  and  the  Other  abroad  j  from 
whence  the  former  is  generally  allow*d  to  be  the  wifer^ 
of  the  tzvo'i  for  nothing  makes  a  Man  fo  ridiculous  as 
travelling,   without  Parts,  and   expofing   Himfelf  in 
foreign  Countries.     Yet  fuch  is  the  Folly  and  Vanity  of 
this  Age,  that  every  Blockhead  thinks  Himfelf  qualify 'd 
to  fee  the  World,  as  the  Phrafe  runs,  and  make  a  Figure 
in   the  greatefc  Courts  of  Europe.     Mr.  Marrall,  the 
younger^  was  feized  very  early  with  this  filly  Ambition ; 
and,  having  met  with  fome  fort  of  Encouragement  at 
firft,   hath  fpent  moft  Part  of  his  Time  ever  lince  in 
irambling  about  the  World,  upon  fome  romantick  Ad- 
venture or  other.     Nay,  He  hath  the  AlTurance  to  do 
This  under  the  Pretence  o^puhlick  Goody  and  gives  Him- 
felf the  Air  of  a   Lockhart,  a  Stair ^  or  a   Chefterfield\ 
though  it  is  notorious  that  He  hath  travel'd  his  Coun- 
try, as  well  as  Himfelf  into  fuch  Contempt,  by  his 
abfurd  and  fcandalous  Behaviour,  that  it  will  require 
much  Time  and  Abilities  to  fet  us  right  again  in  th« 
Opinion  of  the  World. 

When  3  Man  of  this  Caft  wriggles  Himfelf  into  puB- 
lick  Bu/inefsy  He  generally  behaves  as  if  He  were  ^\^Y' 
\x\%2iX.  Blindman^s  Buff"  i  and,  having  blunderM  about 
from  Place  to  Place,  till  He  is  tired,  thinks  Himfelf  weM 
off,  if  He  can  catch  hold  of  any  Body  to  ad  the  fame 
foolifh  Pranks  over  again.  But  the  great  Affairs  of 
Nations  ought  not  to  be  fported  with  in  this  childifk 

Man- 
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Manner ;  and  I  mufi:  put  the  chief  Powers  of  Europe  in 
mind  that  it  is  beneath  Them  to  take  any  Advantage  of 
\  fuch  a  contemptible  Wretch  ;  it  being  highly  ungenerous, 
as  well  as  unchriftian,  to  lead  /^^  Blind  out  cf  ths 
Way. 

Another  Kind  of  this  Dijlemper^  which  is  beyond 
both  the  Oculijl's  and  Optician's  Art,  confiftsof  Thofe, 
who  c^n  fee^  but  zooii't  fee^  and  (hut  their  i}wn  Eyes 
againll  all  difagreeable  Objedls,  that  prefent  themfelves 
to  Them. 

This  voluntary  Privation  of  Sight  arifes  from  different 
Caufes  and  Motives,  Give  me  Leave  to  mention  a 
few,  which  occur  to  Me  at  prefent. 

In  Some,  it  is  occafion'd  by  a  natural  Pujt I lanimity, 
which  will  not  fufter  Them  to  exert  Themfelves  againft 
bad  MeafureSy  however  They  may  difapprove  them  in" 
their  Hearts  ;  and  therefore  think  it  the  moft  plaufible 
Way  iohsodwink  Themfelves y  pretending  not  to  fee  the 
Confequences  of  fuch  Meafures :  or,  at  leaft,  not  in  the 
fame  Light  with  other  People.     I  have  now  in  my  Eye 
feveral  Perfons,  of  this  Stamp,  who  fee  as  plainly  as  any 
Men  in  Etjgland,  and  know  They  are  followmg  a  falfe 
Guide-,    but  are   deter'd,    by  I  know  not  what,  from 
delivering  their  Opinion,   or   adling  according  to  it ; 
though,  perhaps.   They   perfonally  hate  the  Man,  who 
;  impofes  upon  Them,  in  this  Manner,  and  would  be  the 
(    firft  to  join  in  his  Overthrow,  as  foon  as  They  fhould 
fee  all  the  Obftacles  removed  out  of  their  Way.     7hefe 
Men  are  juft  like  fome  religious  Bigots,  whofe  Confci- 
ences    inwardly   reproach  Them    with  being   in   the 
wrong,  and  yet  dare  not  go  out  of  their  old  Road,  left  it 
fhould  draw  upon  Them  the  Cenfure  of  their  Acquain- 
tance, or  fome  other  trifing  Inconvenience,   which  They 
have  not  Courage  enough  to  bear. 

There  are  Others,  upon  whom  the  Eyes  of  a  Minifler 

have  fuch  a   fafcinating  Power,  or   evil  Influence,  that 

i    They  will  not  believe //^^/r  <7k;;7,   though  they  direftly 

:i    contradi£l  what  is  offered  to  Them.  —  Jhis  Kind  of 

Blind- 
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Blindnefs  proceeds  from  Part^-Zeal,  per fon/i I  Friend/hip, 
AffeBiorty  Prejudice,  and  other  Caufes  of  the  like  Na- 
ture. 

Some^  again,  are  deprived  of  their  Sight  by  a  ^enfe  of 
Guilt,  which  obliges  Them  to  connive  at  all  the  Iniqui- 
ties of  their  Leaders  snd  Confederates,  under  whofe  Pa- 
tronage They  fhared  in  the  Spoils  of  their  Country,  and 
by  whofe  Proteilion  alone  They  hope  to  htfcreen^dfrom 
Punijhtnent. 

But  nothing  contributes  to  this  wilful  Blindnefs'So 
much  as  a  certain  Eye-Powder,  which  is  at  prefent  in 
great  Vogue  ;  and,  contrary  to  Dr.  Taylor^  Medicines, 
ftrikes  the  Patient  moft  agreeably  l^/ind,  inftead  of  re- 
ftoring  Him  to  Sigbt.  It  is  wonderful  to  conceive, 
what  Effedls  this  Powder  hath  had,  of  late  Years,  up- 
on People  of  all  Ranks ;  and  God  knows  how  much 
farther  it  may  ftill  go,  if  it  does  not  foon  receive  fuch  a 
Check  from  'Authority,  as  fo  viijchievous  a  Remedy  de- 
fer vesj^or 

Puheris  exigui  JaBu 

Throw  but  -a  little  of  this  Duji  in  a  Man's  Eyes,  and 
it  is  ten  to  one  but  He  immediately  grows  as  blijid  as 
a  Beetle.  I  have  feen  this  Experiment  often  try'd  ia 
Publick  upon  two  or  three  hundred  People  at  once  ;  and 
it  gives  Me  no  fmall  Unealinefs  to  hnd  in  hovv  few 
Cafes  it  ever  fail'd.  As  foon  as  the  Operation  is  over. 
They  are  all  faften'd  together,  and  led  about  the  Houfe 
by  a  Dog  and  a  String,  \oi\\z^c^nd.d\  oHjuman  Na- 
ture, and  the  eterrial  Difhonour  olzfree  Country. 

But  when  We  refledl  on  the  prefent  State  of  Europe 
in  general,  and  the  particular  Circumllances  of  this  Na- 
tion,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  there  is  too  much  Rea- 
foii  to  appjehend  that  the  E-^es  of  the  People  will  foon 
be  openM,  whether  They  will  or  no  ;  and  I  can  only 
wiih  that  it  may  not  be  too  late  !  D.  R. 

SATURDAY, 
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F  all  the  Reigns  in  the  Englljh  Hiftory, 
from  the  Co?iq^uejl  to  the  Revolutiony  {for 
I  muft  not  go  any  farther  downwards ) 
That  of  Edward  the  3d  feems  to  make 
the  moft  fhining  Figure  j  whether  We 
consider  the  glorious  Exploits  of  his 
\rms  abroad,  or  the  more  illuitrious  Tenor  of  his  Con- 
3u6l  at  home. 

Whilft  Mrs.  Osborne  therefore  is  plodding  on  in  her 
lid  Track,  without  any  Aherfary^  and  exerting  all  her 
'^orce  to  prove  that  the  Revolution  delivered  Us  from 
sveral  Grievances  0^  former  Ti?nes,  I  will  take  a  ihort 
leview  of  that  Reign^  and  fee  whether  fome  Traces  of 
^Jberty,  or  Marks  of  a  free  Conftitution,  may  not  be 
lifcover'd  in  it. 

It  mull  be  confefs'd  that  this  Reign  began  as  infa- 
nouily  as  That  of  his  Father,  Edward  \h.t  2d,  ended. 
Jut  This  was  owing  to  the  young  Kings  Minority^  who 
vas  hwi  fifteen  Tears  of  Agey  when  He  afcended  the 
Throne,  and  to  the  vile  Management  of  the  ^een,  and 
ler  Favourite,  Mortinury  who  feized  the  whole  Ad- 
:ninillration  into  their  own  Hands,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
•refs  Provifion  oi  Rarliamenty  which  had  nominated 
welve  Regents  out  of  the  principal  Lords  of  the  King- 
cm.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  a  Power ,  thus 
nlawfully  ufurp'd,  fhould  be  well  executed;  for  as 
hefe  traiterous  Para??iours  had  nothing  farther  at  Heart 
han  fecuring  Themfelves  in  the  PolIelTion  of  their  ill- 
otten  Authority,  and  the  Enjoyment  of  their  brutal 
^ajjions,  the  Interefts  and  Honour  of  England  were 
'bilged  to  fubmic  to  thofe  Ends.  Accordingly,  having 
Vol.  XIV.  R  fcut 
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fent  the  yoi/ng  King  upon  a  fmitlefs  Expedition  againft 
the  Scofs,  with  whom  Mortimer  was  fufpefted  of  hold* 
ing  a  fecret  Correfpondence,  They  took  this  Opportu- 
nity of  com  pleating  their  Defigns  againll  his  unfortu- 
nate Father,  whofe  grievous  Ufage  began  to  excite  the 
People's  Gompaffion,  and  i\k  up  Commotions.  In  or- 
der therefore  to  free  Themfelves  from  all  Apprehen- 
lions,  upsn  that  Account,  They  perpetrated  the  moft 
unnatural  and  horrible  Murder,  that  is  to  be  found  in 
any  Hiftory. 

Mr.  Rapin's  Obfervationupon  the  tragical  Cataftrophe 
of  tbis  unhappy  Prince  is  very  juft,  and  worthy  of  No- 
tice ;  viz.  "  He  was  a  Sufferer  himfelf  for  not  having 
*'  had  the  Refolutron  to  punifli  his  Favourites  \  an  im- 
*«  portant  Leffon  for  all  Princes,  but  which  few  are  fo 
**  wife  as  to  be  the  better  for. 

Having  thus  put  a  Stop  to  all  their  Fears,  for  the 
prefent.  They  endeavourM  to  divert  the  Attention  ol 
the  Publick  from  their  ozvn  hellijh  ABiims,  by  \.h.t young 
'SCing's  Marriage  with  Philippa  of  Hainault,  and  the 
■Coronation  of  his  neiv  ^een  ;  two  Things,  which  will 
always  ferve  to  amufe  People  for  a  Time,  and  turn  oil 
their  Eyes  from  more  momentous  AffEirs.  But  I  mufl 
•  do  Queen  Ifabella  the  Jullice  to  acknowledge  that,  what- 
ever might  be  her  Delign  in  concluding  this  Match,  v 
happened  to  prove  very  fortunate,  and  contributed  tc 
the  Glories  of  her  Zen's  Reign. 

Soon  after  thefe  Ceremonies  were  over,  They  patch'd 
up  a  moft  fcandalous  Peace  with  Scotland,  and  a  very 
indifferent  one  with  Fr^;;f^.  '^y  x\iz  former.  They  obii- 
;«red  the  King  not  only  to  depart  from  all  his  Preten- 
fions  to  Scetland,  but  to  give  up  the  Records  and  In 
firuments,  by  which  the  Kings  oi  England  \izA  afferreci 
their  Right  of  Sovereignty  over  that  Kingdom,  and  ever 
to  xeftore  the  Regalia,  which  Edward  the  i  ft  had  fei 
zed  at  Edinburgh.  In  fhort,  They  left  nothing  un 
-done  to  annul  all  future  Claims  upon  the  Crown  0: 
itbat  Kiftgdom ;  and,  to  make  this  ignominious  freaty^  z\ 

binding 
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binding  as  poffible,  They  confirin'd  it  by   a  Marriage 
between  Dnvid,  Prince  of  Scotland,  and   Joanna,   the 
K:n'^''s  Sijler ;  \vhich  was  Toon  after   folemnized,  tho' " 
They  were  both  Children.    Here  was  another  Wedding 
dazxle  the  Eyes  of  the  People  ;  but   They  were  fo-- 
ch  diigufted  with  fach  a  Jhameful  Treaty,  that  They 

..laim'd  very  loudly  againft  x^z  Authors  of  it;  and 
^vcn  the  <S<r£?/;,  who  gain'd  fo  much   by   it,   could   not 

rbear  calling  the  young  Bride,  by  Way   of  Derifion, 

:an  Make-Peace.  However,  the  ^een  and  Morti- 
iiur  had  got  a  Parliament  fo  thoroughly  at  their  De- 
votion, that  They  confirmed  the  Treaty^  and  created 
Mortimer,  th?l  Negotiator  of  it.  Earl  of  March,  as  a 
Reward  for  his  pretended  Services. 

Yet  notwithftanding  all  thefe  Artifices,  and  the  Sanc- 
tion of  a  T^ime-Jerm-ng  Parliament,  the  Difcontents  ^ 
the  Nation  continued  to  increafe,  and  fpread  amongft 
fome  of  the  great  eft  Men  in  the  Kingdom  ;  particularly 
Henr^y  Earl  of  Lancajier,  who  was  appointed  Prefident 
«fthe  Regency  by  an  Ordinance  of  Parliament,  but  ex-r 
eluded  from  all  Share  in  it,  by  the  Praftices  of  Morti^ 
mer  and  the  ^een-Motber .  Fired  with  a  juit  Refent- 
ment  againft  fuch  Proceedings,  He  form'd  a  Plan  to  re- 
drefs  the  Grievances  of  the  Government ;  in.  which  He 
was  join'd  by  the  Earls  0^ Kent  and  Norfolk,  the  King's 
Uncles,  with  feveral  other  Lords  of  great  Note  and  In- 
tereft  ;  bat  this  Ajfociation  being  direftly  levell'd  againft 
the  Slueen  and  the  Earl  of  March,  They  v/ere  foon  ap- 
prized of  it,  and  having  ftill  the  Afcendency  over  the 
King,  They  deluded  Him  into  a  Belief  that  it  was  in- 
tended againil  Him.  The  young  King,  who  did  not 
fufpeft  the  Truth  of  their  Information,  refolved  to  treat 
the  Miilccontents  as  Rebels,  and  Things  wcie  silually 
drawing  to  the  lall  Extremity;  but  They  were  happily 
accommodated  by  the  Archbifhop  of  C^^/z/^z-ii^^ry,  ^vho 
interpofed  his  good  Offices  with  great  Zeal,  and  pro- 
cured the  Mnlccontents  a  Pardon,  upon  ealy  Terms, 
two  or  three,  e:fceptcd,  who  were  only  baniih'd. 
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The  Earl  0^  March  pretended  a  great  Regard  and  Af- 
feftion  for  the  Princes^  upon  this  Occafion  j  butfecretly 
entertained  a  violent  Refentment  againft  Them,  which 
foon  broke  out  ag^inft  the  Earl  of  Kent,  and  could  be 
appeafed  by  nothing  but  his  Head.  This  U7ihappj  Prince^ 
who  was  a  very  honeft  Man  with  fmall  Abiiities,  fuf- 
fer'd  Himfelf  to  be  drawn  into  one  of  the  niofl  unac- 
countable Plots,  that  was  ever  forged.    The  ^een  and 
her  Minion,  his  two  fworn  Enemies,  planted  fomefalle 
Friends  about  Him,  who  fuggefted    that  his  Brother ^ 
Edward  the  2d,  w^as  ftill  alive,  and  kept  under  a  rigo- 
rous Confinement  in  Corfe   Gaftle.     Upon  Enquiry  in- 
to this  Story,  He  found  it  confirm'd  by  fo  many  Cir- 
cumftances,  artfully  laid  in  his  Way,  that  He  refolved 
to  undertake  the  Deliverance  of  his  Brother,  and  had 
the  Imprudence  to  give  the  Governor   of  the  Cajile  a 
Letter,  directed  to  Edward,  in  which  He  promifed  Him 
his  beft  Endeavours  to  gain  his  Liberty.  The  Governor. 
who  was  in  the  Secret,  immediately  carried  this  Lette; 
to  the  ^een,  and  She  fhew*d  it  to  the  King,  her  Son^ 
as  a  Proof  of  his  Uncle's  dangerous  Pra6tices.  He  waj 
foon  after   impeach'd  upon   it,   condemn'd,   and   exe 
cuted ;   for  the  King  was  fo  clofely  befet  by  his  Mothet 
and  the  Earl   of  March,   that   nobody  could  get  neaj 
Him,   to  intercede  for  that  Prince'' s  Pardon.     Nay,   i 
is  even  affirmM  that  the  Ki7ig  knew  nothing  of  the  Sen- 
tence pafs'd  upon  his  Uncle,  or  of  his  Execution,  till  il 
was  too  late  to  prevent  it. 

Bat  Affairs  foon  took  another  Turn  ;  for  the  King,  wh( 
was  not  yet  of  Age,  but  of  a  Difcernment  uncommor 
to  his  Years,  began  to  grow  fufpicious  of  hi^  Mother 
and  her  Favourite.  As  foon  as  This  was  perceived  ai 
Court,  there  were  Perfons  enough  to  give  Him  Infor^ 
mation  how  Matters  flood;  and  He  wa"s  fo  wife  as  tc 
lend  an  Ear  to  Them.  By  thefe  Means,  being  fully 
apprized  of  their  fcandalous  Conduft,  He  refolved  tc, 
divcfl:  Them  of  their  Power,  and  bring  Them  to  con-' 
^igii  Punilhment.    Accordingly,    having  feized  Mar 

timei\ 
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timer  by  a  Stratagem,  and  feht  Him  to  the  Toiver,  H^ 
call'd  a  ;/f  f^  Parliament,  and  exhorted  the  People  to 
Q\\\x(eftichReprefentatwes  as  had  the  Inteieft  of  their 
Country  more  at  Heart  than  the  former. 

A  Tarliamcnt  being  chofen,  agreeable  to  this  Re- 
commendation, the  Ki7ig,  in  his  Speech,  complained  to 
The.m  of  his  Mother's  Conduft ;  and  told  Them  that, 
with  their  Confent,  He  defign'd  to  take  the  Reins  of 
Government  into  his  own  Hands.  The  Parliament  joy- 
fully accepted  this  Propofal,  and  defired  nothing  more 
than  to  fee  the  Nation  relieved  from  the  Tyranny  of 
the  late  Adminijl rati 071. 

The  King,  being  thus  freed  from  the  Dominion  of 
his  Governors,  thought  it  incumbent  upon  Him,  in  the 
firft  Place,  to  do  the  People  Juftice^upon  Thofe,  who 
aad  mifgovern'd  Them  in  his  Name.  Upon  this  Prin- 
riple,  He  reduced  the  ^e en-Mother's  exorbitant  Dozw^ 
:o  a  Penfion  of  an  hundred  Founds  a  Tear,  and  impri- 
ibn'd  her  for  Life.  As  for  the  Earl  oi  March,  He  was 
mpeach'd,  condemnM,  and  executed,  for  a  Tray  tor, 
)n  the  common  Gallows  at  Tyburn,  without  any  Evi~ 
unce  heard  againft  Him,  or  being  fuffer'd  to  fpeak  in 
lis  own  Defence  j  juil  as  He  had  ferved  the  Spencers, 
.ome  Years  before.  One  of  the  Articles  of  Impe^ch- 
iment  againft  Him  was,  that  He  had  placed  about  the 
King's  Per/on  People,  who  'were  Spies  upon  all  his  Ac- 
tions ;  that  He  might  not  be  able  to  free  Hi??f elf  from 
'he  Subjedion  He  was  kept  in. 

From  this  Time,  the  Reign  of  Edzvard  the  3^  be- 
;an  to  appear  in  its  full  Lu  ft  re.  His  two  great  Deligns 
.vere  no  Icfs  than  the  Conqueft  of  Scotland  and  France  ; 
5Ut  as  it  was  impofiible  for  Him  to  embark  in  both  thefe 
Undertakings  at  once.  He  began  with  Scotland;  and  if 
He  was  obliged  to  make  Ufe  of  a  litde  Infmcerity,  on 
hat  Occafion,  it  muft  be  im"puted  to  that  dijhonourable 
^eace,  in  which  the  ^een  and  Mortimer  had  invol- 
ved Him,  during  his  Minority,  and  from  which  it  was 
leceflary  to  difengagc  the  Nation.  For  that  Purpofe, 
He  encouraged  and   fupported  Edzvard  Baiiol,  whofe 
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Father  had  been  placed  on  the  Throne  of  Scotland  by 
Edward  the  i/?,  and  afterwards  depofed  by  Him,  in 
afferting  his  Right  to  that  Crozon.  He  likewife  made 
feveral  Expeditions  into  Scotland  himfelf,  at  the  Head 
of  powerful  Armies,  and  attack'd  Them  with  fo  much 
Vigour,  that  He  made  th-Q  young  King  retire  into  France, 
and  fet  Baliol  on  the  Throne.  When  He  had  thus  re- 
duced his  BordererSy  at  leaft  for  the  prefent.  He  turn'd 
his  Thoughts  to  his  next  grand  Defign  againfl  France^ 
and  invaded  it  in  Form,  v/hen  He  was  but  twenty-five. 
Tears  ofjge.  In  This  He  was  equally  fucccfsful,  not- 
withftanding  the  many  Difficulties  He  labour'd  under  ; 
and  after  feveral  glorious  Vidories,  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,    carry 'd  his  Arms  up  to  the  very  Gates  o^ Paris. 

But  his  military  Atchievements  are  fo  well  known, 
that  it  is  unnecelTary  to  enlarge  upon  them  here  ;  and, 
perhaps,  we  fhall  be  told  again,  hy  Mrs.  Osborne,  that 
it  is  true  King  Edward  the  3^.  zvas  /^  brave  fight- 
ing Prince;  hut  This  is  a  dreadful  Example  to  re- 
commend to  us  ',  and  that  Frovidence  could  hardly  fend 
Us  a  worfe  Plague  than  a  fighting  King.  I  Ihall 
therefore  mention  but  one  of  his  Exploits,  which  I_am 
fure  will  pleafe  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation,  at  leaft, 
gnd  is  thus  related  by  Monf.  Rapin. 

"  How  great  foever  might  be  the  Glory,  which 
"  Edzvard  had  acquired  hitherto,  He  difdain'd  not  to 
**  hazard  his  Reputation  in  an  Affair,  which  feem*d 
*■'  below  his  Notice.  But  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Cou- 
**  rage  would  not  fuffer  Him  to  weigh  too  nicely  fuch 
"  Sol-t  of  Confiderations.  The  Merchants  having 
"  brought  Complaints  to  Him  of  certain  Spanip  Ships, 
"  which  infeftcd  the  Coafts  of  England,  and  did  Them 
"  much  Damage.  He  promifed  to  clear  the  Sea  of  them. 
"  To  that  End,  having  got  together  fuch  of  his  Ship; 
**  of  War  as  were  fooneil  ready.  He  refolved  to  gc 
"  Himfelf,  and  give  Chafe  to  the  Corfairs.  He  foughi 
"  and  defeated  Them  ;  took  twenty  of  their  Ships ; 
•*  funk  many  more ;  and  difperfed  the  reft.  fhi. 
<*  J^ienf  though  in  itfelf  of  no  great  Importance,  ap 
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««  pear'd  to  Him  fo  glorious,  that  He  caufed  a  gold 
"  Medal  to  be  ftruck,  on  which  He  was  reprefented  on 
"  Board  a  Ship  with  his  Cutlafs  in  his  Hand,  in  order 
«*  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  it. 

Having  thus  rendered  the  £;;^/(/?' Arms  formidable 
in  all  Parts  of  the  World,  He  con  fen  ted  to  a  Peace  with 
France^  upon  Terms  very  glorious  for  Himfelf,  and  not 
unreafonable  with  Regard  to  France,  confidering  her 
Circumftances  at  that  Time,  when  the  King  was  a  Pri- 
foner  in  England,  and  his  Dominions  difturb'd  with 
inteftine  Commotions.  One  of  the  Articles  of  this  fa- 
mous Treaty,  { which  was  negotiated  in  /even,  or  eight 
Days)  was,  that  all  former  Treaties  jhould  be  void\ 
and  that  neither  of  the  two  Kings  Jhould  make  any  Vfe 
ofthejn  for  the  future  ',  by  which  They  wifely  reduced 
all  their  Pretenfions,  on  both  Sides,  to  one  fpecifck 
Treaty,  and  avoided  the  ridiculous  Dilemma  of  being 
embarrafs^d  with  contradi^ory  Engagements.  D. 

To  be  concluded  in  our  next. 


N^4p2.       Saturday,  Dec,  6,  1735. 


The  Conclufion  of  our  laj}, 

v.^S^^  T  what  I  would  particularly  point 
'i^^^  out  to  the  Reader,  in  this  Kings  Reign, 
B  ^^L  is  his  Charafter  and  Ccndudl  in  the  do- 
mefick  Part  of  his  Government ;  and, 
indeed,  it  is  hardly  poffible  that  a  Prince, 
who  was  fo  remarkable  for  the  molt  he- 
roic Generofity  to  his  vanquijlfd  Enemies,  fiiould  treat 
his  own  Subjects  with  Rigour  and  Severity.  He  was  fo 
lar  from  adding  like  a  Monarch,  who   thought  Himfelf 
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invelled  with  abfolute  Tower,  that  He  always  cultivated 
the  Affeftions  of  his  People,  in  their  colkBive  Capa- 
<->/y,  and  feldom  undertook  any  great  Enterprize,  with- 
out the  Advice  and  Concurrence  of  their  Reprefenta^ 
tms.  The  many  excellent  Laws,  made  in  his  Reign, 
and  fcarce  to  be  paralleled  in  any  other,  bear  fufficient 
Teftimony  of  his  great  Regard  for  the  Good  of  the  Na- 
tion, and  will  forever  endear  his  Name  to  Pofterity. 

The  iirfl  I  fhall  mention  was  the  Statute  of  Trea- 
sons ;  the  beft  Security  of  the  Lives,  Liberties  and 
Eftates  of  the  Subjeft,.  that  was  ever  obtain*d  of  the 
Crown,  not  excepting  even  Magna  Chart  a,  and  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  themfelves ;  for  till  this  Afi  •  was 
pafsM,  Treafon  was  fo  indefinite  a  Crime,  that  it  might 
be  conftrued  to  lignify  any  Thing,  by  the  Help  of  a 
little  St  ate- Law,  which  a  King,  or  a  Minijler,  had  a 
Mind  to  panifli  as  fuch.  Thus  We  are  told,  in  our 
Law-Books,  that  killing  the  King's  Brother,  or  only  his 
MeJJenger,  was  taken  to  be  included  in  it.  Nay,  even 
P-gpularity  was  held  to  be  Treafon,  as  an  Incroachment 
oin  royal  Power,  or  tending  to  diminifh  the  Dignity  of 
the  Crown.  But  this  wife  2Xidi  fufl  Law  put  an  End  to 
all  fach  fcandalous  Pra6lices,  as  far  as  it  was  poffible  for 
Laws  to  do  it,  by  afcertaining  the  Nature  ofTreafon, 
and  enumerating  the  feveral  Species  of  it.  The  great 
End  of  the  Legiflature  in  this  ASl  was  to  abolifh  all 
tonfiruBive  Treafon,  or  the  Art  of  putting  People  to 
Death,  under  that  Pretence,  by  hinuendo',  nothing  be- 
ing to  be  deem'd  Treafon,  for  the  future,  but  what  is 
particularly  and  literally  declared  to  be  fuch,  by  that 
A3.  There  was,  indeed,  one  pernicious  Claufe  in  it, 
at  firll,  which  empower'd  the  King  and  \\ie  Parliament 
to  declare  other  Crimes  Treafon,  befides  Thofe  fpecify*d 
in  it ;  but  This  was  afterwards  repeal'd,  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Mary,  and  the  Statute  before- mentioned  was 
made  the  only  Standard  of  Treafon  ',  fo  that  nothing  is  ' 
*Ireafon,  at  this  Day,  but  what  is  declared  fo  by  the 
2 ah  of  Edzvard  the  3d,  or  by  fome  Statute  fmce  the 
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111  oi Mary  ;  for  it  muft  be  obferved  that  ieveral  Of- 

;  fences  have  been    made   Treafon    by   modern  Statutes^ 

which  were  not  fo  before,  and  fome  even  fince  the  Re- 

Another  benelicial  Law,  made  in  the  fame  Reign, 
was  x\it  Statute  ofPr^smunire -,  by  which  the  People  of 
England  were  reibain'd,  under  levere  Penalties,  from 
carrying  any  Caufes  vsiXo  foreign  Courts^  the  Cognizance 
of  which  belong'd  to  the  Kin^s  Courts  ;  for  the  Prac- 
tice of  Appeals  to  Rome,  and  Citations  from  thence,  yvas 
grown  to  fuch  an  Height,  that  the  People  were  not 
only  harrafs'd  with  frequent  Journeys  thither,  to  folli- 
cit  their  Aftairs,  but  great  Sums  of  Money  were  conti- 
nually carry 'd  out  of  the  Kingdom,  which  never  came 
back  again. 

To  This  was  added  another  Afi^  to  the  fame  Purpose, 
caird  ihQ  Statute  ofProvifors  ;  by  which  all  Ecclefiafti- 
i-al  Ferfons  were  prohibited,  under  the  like  Penalties,  to 
procure,  or  accept  any  Provijions  from  the  Court  of 
Rome  ;  That  is.  Collations  to  any  Bijhoprick,  Dignity, 
or  other  Benefice y  before  the  Incumbent  was  dead,  con- 
trary to  the  Rights  of  the  King,  the  Chapters,  or  far- 
ticular  Patrons.  This  was  like  wife  come  to  fuch  a 
Pafs,  that  there  was  fcarce  any  Church-Preferment, 
great  or  fmall,  to  which  the  Popes  had  not  ufurp'd  the 
Nomination,  either  by  Virtue  of  their  apofiolick  Power, 
or  by  trumping  up  fome  Obje6lions  againft  the  Part') 
elecled.  What  added  to  this  Grievance  was,  that  moil 
of  the  Benefices,  difpofed  of  by  the  Pope,  were  confer'd 
on  Foreigners,  who  received  the  Profits  of  them,  with- 
out ever  refiding.  This  was  another  conftant  Drain  of 
the  national  Wealth,  befides  what  was  likewife  fwal- 
low'd  up,  in  the  fame  voracious  Gulf,  by  Legates,  Nun* 
cio's,  firfi  Fruits,  Peter-Pe?ice,  and  other  Impofitions  of 
thofe  Times. 

But  the  tzuo  ABs  before-mention'd,  of  Praemunire 
and  Provlfors,  went  a  great  Way  in  redreffing  thefe 
Evils  i  and,  with  the  Statute  of  Mortmain,  in  the  Reign 
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oi  Edward  the  i^,  laid  the  fir  ft  Foundation  ofihaking 
off  the  Pope*s  Authority  in  England. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular,  upon  this  Head,  to 
fhew  that  even  Ecclefiajilcal  Libertjy  with  Relation  to 
temporal  Matters  was  not  at  fo  low  an  Ebb,,  in  thofe 
Times,  as  fome  Writers  would  have  us  believe.. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  fome  No- 
tice of  a  moft  ridiculous  Cavil,  which  hath  been  made 
to  a  Paffage  in  one  of  my  late  Difcouries  upon  the  an- 
ient Cc7iflitution ;  where,  fpeaking  of  religious  Liberty^ 
I  obferved  **  that  if  there  was  no  fuch  Thing  under 
'*  our  antient  Confiitution,  the  Reafon  feems  to  be  that 
"  the  whole  Kingdom  was  then  of  the  fame  Opinion, 
"  with  Regard  to  religious  Matters^ ;.  and  therefore  no- 

*'  body  defired  it,  or  contended  for  it.** From 

iience  it  is  plain  that  I  fpoke  only  of  i\it  fpiriiualy  or 
doSlrinal  Parts  of  Religion^  as  I  was  naturally  led  by 
the  Scribbler,  who  gave  Oceafion  to  this  Remark  ;  nay, 
to  prevent  all  Mifconllruftion,  my  Meaning  is  particu- 
lai"ly  explained  in  that  very  Paffage ;  where  it  is  faid, 
that  *'  if  by  religious  Liberty  is  meant  the  Liberty  oj 
**  diffenting  from  the  efiablifh^d  Religion,  as  the  Words 
**  of  our  Author  plainly  import,  &c."  and  yet  theft 
wretched  Trifiers  have  been  ever  fince  endeavouring  tc 
amufe  the  World  v^^ith  Declamations  againll  that  tem- 
poral Authority,  which  the  Church  of  Rome  had  ufurp'd 
over  the  Crown,  the  People,  and  even  the  Clergy  them- 
feives ;  though  neither  Tlhis,  nor  indeed  the  Liberty  ej 
diffenting  frotn  the  efiablifh''d  Religion,  had  any  Thine 
to  do  with  our  original  Difpute,  concerning  the  civii 
Part  of  our  Conftitution,  and  particularly  the  Anliquit) 
tf  Parliaments.  But  fmce  They  have  thought  fit  to 
triumph  fo  much  upon  it,  I  will  take  fome  Opportunity 
■of  examining  this  Subpfi  more  at  large^  both  with  Re- 
fpe(!l  to  Spirituals  and  Te?nporals. 

At  prefent  therefore  let  us  proceed,  as  we  propofed 
in  this  Paper,  to  fome  other  Iniknces  of  King  Edzuard^i 
gracious  and  benevolent  Difpofition  to  his  People. 

Befida 
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Befides  iht  glorious  Affts  already  mention'd,  and  feve- 
ral  others  of  the  fame  Nature,  his  Ears  were  always  opeit 
CO  the  Complaints  of  his  People,  and  his  Heart  always 
ready  to  concur  in  the  Redrefs  of  their  Gn>c/4Z?r^/.  He 
ivas  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  fcreen  Delinquents  from 
I  Enquiry  and  PuniQiment,  or  fuiFering  Others  to  do  it, 
I  :hat  we  find  Him  more  than  once  calling  a  Parliament 
j'or  thisPurpofe,  and  rather  leading  the  Way,  than  giv- 
'  ng  any  Oppofition  to  thofe  Regulations,  which  They 
:hought  neceffary  for  the  publick  Good, 

Amongft  other  Things,  it  was  ordain'd  that  all  Plead- 
'ngs  and  Judgments  fhould  be  in  the  Englijh  Language^ 
nftead  of  the  French  or  Norman,  which  had  been  in 
i  Jfe  ever  fince  the  Conqueft. 

I    We  have  formerly  l^iken  Notice  that  the  Commom 
■  ,vere   not  only  reprefented  in   the  Parliaments  of  ihis 
Reign,  but   had  acquired  fo  much  Credit  and  Power, 
'■  hat  their  Deputies  would   not  eonfent    to  fome  Taxes, 
j  .vhich  were  demanded  of  Them,   without  conferring 
vi[h  their  Principals. 
\    It  ought  farther  to  be  remember'd,  to  the  immortal 
'fionour  of  this  Prince,    that    He    confirm^  Magna 
'^harta  ten  feveral  Times,  during  his  Reign  ;  and  This 
00,  without    any  Compulfion,  or  Conjlraint,  from  the 
MecefTity  of  his  Affairs,  as  was  the  Cafe  of  his  Prede- 
■ejfors  ',  but  of  his  own  free  Accord,  and  in  the  Midfl:  of 
ill  his  Succeffes. 

He  likewife  granted  his  People  a  general  Pardon, 
more  than  once,  not  excepting  even  Treason  itfelf; 
anlike  fome  of  his  SucceJJors,  who  have  been  willing 
mough  to  extend  their  Gr^f^",  as  it  is  call'd,  to  all  Crimes 
md  Offences,  except  Thofe  againft  their  07an  Perfons. 

Nor  do  We  meet  with  any  bloody  Inflames  of  Re- 
venge,, or  violent  and  tyrannical  Executions,  under  this 
rreat  Prince  ;  excepting  only  That  o^ Mortimer,  Earl  of 
March,  when  IJe  rivil  took  the  Government  into  his 
3wn  Hands.  But  if  We  confider  the  notorious  E- 
"tormity  of  bis  Crimes,  the  Refentment  of  the  People,  as 

well 
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well  as  the  Parliament ,  and  his  own  Example^  in  fuch 
Methods  of  Proceeding,  V^Q  cannot  be  much  furprized 
that  a  young  Prince  of  Spirit ,  who  was  particularly  in- 
jured and  difhonour'd  by  that  MonJier'*s  Condudl,  fhould 
be  prevail'd  upon  to  take  Him  off,  in  the  fame  fum- 
mary  Manner.  Befides,  it  will  be  found,  upon  En« 
quiry,  that  the  Notoriety  of  Guilt  has  been  made  the 
Reafon,  or  Pretence,  for  extraordinary  Proceedings,  and 
even  military  Executions,  in  much  later  Reignj  than 
That  of  Edward  the  3^.  I  wifh  I  could  add,  that 
nothing  of  this  Kind  hath  been  done  ev«i  fmce  the  Re- 
volution. 

It  is  alfo  true,  that  there  are  fome  ASls  of  Power , 
or  Prerogative,  to  be  found  in  the  Hiftory  oi  this  Reign; 
particularly  with  Relation  to  Money-Matters.  But  a^ 
they  are  but  few,  and  in  Times  of  an  expenfive  War, 
fo  they  are  generally  accompany 'd  with  Affurances  that 
they  fhould  not  be  drawn  into  Precedent ;  Apologies  tc 
his  People,  upon  that  Account;  and  Remittances  of  p/s 
Debts,  owing  to  the  Crown ;  or  fotne  other  Boons,  h) 
Way  of  Retribution. 

For,  befides  the  many  Inftancesof  Gcodnefs  and  Ge- 
nerolity  already  mentioned,  it  deferves  Notice  that  Ed 
ward  the  3^  feems  to  have  been  the  firll  Englijh  Mo 
narch,  who  gave  Encouragement  to  the  woollen  Mam 
failure.  This  appears  by  feveral  Protedions,  granted 
to  foreign  Weavers,  who  came  over  hither  to  exercl6 
their  Art,  and  teach  it  to  the  Englijh. 

Again.  He  was  fo  far  from  fuffering  Himfelf  Xo  bf 
governed  hy  Mi?njlers  Rnd  Favourites,  that  We  hardl> 
meet  with  any  Thing  in  hisHillory  relating  to  Them ; 
or  even  his  common  Officers  ;  for  though  Rapin,  in  one 
Place,  Q2i\h  Stratford,  Archbiihop  o^  Canterbury,  hi: 
prime  MiniJfer,\ivi?iS  only  during  his  Abfence  out  0; 
England',  and  no  Mention  is  made  of  any  fuch  Vice 
gerent,  whilft  He  was  at  home,  till  the  Infirmities  of  vU 
Age  came  upon  Him,  as  we  ihaU  fee  hereafter.         _ 
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To  all  This  I  might  add  the  firfi  Regulation  efour 
oin  ;  his  Inftitution  of  the  noble  Order  of  the  Garter  ; 
is  nice  Difcernment  oi  Merit ;  and  jurt  Diftribution  of 
'onours  and  Rewards  ;  with  feveral  other  Virtues  and 
ndozvme?}tSy  which  conftitute  the  Character  of  a  great 
id  good  King. 

But  if  any  Thing  had  been  wanting  in  Himfelf  to 

)mpleat  fuch  a  Chara8er^  it  was  amply  fupply'd  in 

is  eldeft  Son,    the  Prince   of  Wales  ;    who   was  the 

•lory  of  his  own  Time,  and  ought  to  be  a  Pattern  to 

1  fucceeding  Princes.     Never  was  a  Father  more  wor- 

y  0)1  fuch  a  Son,  nor  a  Son  more  worthy  oi  fuch  a  Fa- 

er;  equally  valiant,  wife,  and  generous ;  equally  bold 

Adverlity,  and  modeft  in  Profperity.      In  fhort,    as 

e  pofTeiVd  all    the  Virtues  of  his  Father,  fo  He  was 

ually  beloved  and  honoured  by  the  whole  Nation. 

Edward  the  ^d  was  like  wife  happy  in  a  great,   and 

od  ^een,  who  reign'd  in  the  Hearts  of  the  People, 

much  as  in  That  of  her  royal  Confer t,  without   any 

ean  Arts  to  captivate  either  ;  and  not  only  blefs'd  his 

.'d  with  a  numerous  and  diflinguifd'd  Off-fpring,   but 

ve  an  additional  Luftre  to  his  Reign,  by  her  own  per- 

lal  Conduct  ;  fo  that  the  whole  royal  Family  leems  to 

.\'e  been  a  Confxellation  of  Heroes  and  Heroines. 

But  it  mult  be  confefs'd,  that  as  this  Reign  began  in- 

Drioufly,  under  the  Adminiftration  of  Queen  IfabeUa 

d  Mortimer,  fo  the  latter  End  of  it   was  not  a  little 

•.'cured  by  the  King's  old  Age,  the  Intrigu-es  of  an  iyfo- 

nt  young  Mijirefs,  upon  whom  He  wafted  the  publick 

reafure,  the  ill  State  of  the  Prince  o^  Wales,  who  died 

Dn  after,   and  the  Ambition  of  his  Son  the  Duke  of 

wcajler,  who  had   now  got   the  fole  Management  of 

ffairs,  and  was   even   ilrontly  fufpeded  of  alpiring  to 

e  Crown.     By  thele  Means,  the  King  loll  all  his  Ac- 

if  t ions  abroad,  except  Calais  ;  and,   in  a  great  Mea- 

re,  the  Coniid«^ncc:  ajid  Eftcem  of  his  People  at  home -^ 

r  They,  who  hjd   bciore  Supported  Him  lb  liberaljy, 

carrying  on  his  Wari,  held  back  their  Hands,  whf^n 

Vol.  XIV.  S  H^ 
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He  demanded  a  Sublidy  for  fuch  ufelefs  Expences,  and 
abfolutely  refiifed  to  grant  it,  till  He  had  difcarded  his 
Miftrefs,  the  Duke  of  Lancafier,  and  fome  other  Favou- 
rites, of  whofe  ill  Management  They  complain'd. 
:^his  Varliament  is  call'd  in  Hiftory  the  good  Parlia- 
fnent\  and  one  of  the  greateft  Blemifhes  of  Edwarcf^ 
Life  was,  that  although  He  comply'd  with  their  Pe^ 
'iition  at  firft,  in  order  to  get  the  Subjtdy,  He  foon  re- 
caird  "his  Favourites^  and  even  imprifon'd  the  Speakei 
of  the  Houfe  of  Comfnons^  who  had  exprefsM  himfe] 
pretty  freely  againft  his  She-Favourite,  at  her  Requeft 
^ut  all  thefe  Inftances  of  Mal-Adminillration,  fo  direftlj 
cx)ntrary  to  his  former  Conduft,  muft  be  imputed  t( 
theCaufes  before-mention'd  ;  and  if  we  confine  our 
felves  to  the  forty ^  intermediate  Tears  of  his  Reigft 
whilft  He  was  in  full  Vigour  ;  That  is,  from  his  takin, 
the  Government  upon  Himfelf  to  the  Time  of  his  fal 
-ling  into  a  Kind  of  Dotage  ;  they  are  hardly  to  be  pa 
ralkrd  in  the  Hiftory  of  any  Age,  or  any  Nation. 

1  fhall  now  conclude  with  a  few  Tefti monies  of  th 
-Eioft  noted  Hiftorians,  concerning  the  Charafter  oUhi 
.great  and  renozvrid  Pri?ice. 

Froiffard,  a  French  Writer,  fays,  *'  that  whc 
"  Charles  o^  France  heard  of  the  Death  of  his  Enemy 
~"  King  Fdvjard,  He  gave  this  Teftimony  of  Him,  viz 
•**  that  He  had  reign' dmoft  nobly  and  valiantly,  and  we* 
**  deferved  to  be  .{idded  to  the  Number  of  the  ancier 
■^*  Worthies. 

^x.Robert  Howard  obferves,  amongft  other  Thing. 
'^'  that  He,  who  mjght  have  the  eaiieft  attempted  t 
-**  break  Laws,  made  the  bejl  ;  that  He  knew  how  t 
<^  gain,  and  how  to  preferve  the  Love  and  Confident 
•*'  He  raifed  in  his  Subjecli  Hearts,  by  requiting  ti: 
^'  firjl,  and  never  abufing  the  laji  ;  that  his  great  ^aXi 
*°  and  Supplies,  however  large  they  might  appear  i 
'^^  themfelves,  would  not  feem  fb  vaft,  when  compare 
'*^  with  his  ViSlories ;  that  what  the  Nation  gave  Hir 
'^^^  wasjuftly  beftow'dfor^i',^^/ 7>  w^j^/K/r/?,  and  faitl 

<<  fulJ 
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*  fully  laid  out  for  their  Honour  and  Inter  eft  ;  that  He 
not  only  returned  Security  and  Benefit  for  his  Sub- 
jeSfs  Gifts^  by  Gonqueft  abroad,  but  by  excellerit  Laws 

Jt  home  ;  that  this  brave  Prince  was  not  more  juft  in 
•  '^^i^g  good  Laws,    than  fevere  in  the  due  E'xecutio'a 
■:f  them  ;  and  never  fhew'd  fo  much  Severity  as  a- 
gsinft  ^hofe,  that  abufed   the  T^ruji  ofjujiice  ;  as  if 
He  had  iDcen  more  ojffended  at  the  Enemies  of  Man- 
kind than  his  own'-,  that  He  mingled  \m  own  Inter efi' 
'  ^vith    his  SubjeSfs,   and   never    refufed  to   hear  the 
'  Wrongs  of  Thofe,  that  affilled  Him  to  revenge  his  hi'. 
■^ries  on  Others  . 

Ir.  Barnes  is  ftill  more  warm  in  his  Eulogium  of  this 
'ice,  and  fums  it  up  with  telling  us,     *'  that  He  had 

*  ihe  fuoft  Virtues  and  the  fewejl  Vices  of  any  Prince, 
'  that  ever  He  read  of;  that  He  was  valiant,  jufi^ 
'  merciful,   temperate  and  wife  ;  the  befl  King,  the  beft 

■  Captain,    the  beft   Law-giver,    the  beft  Friend,   the 

■  heft  Father,  and  the  befi  Husband  in  his  Days.  And. 
'  after  all  This,  adds  He,  his  very  Enemies  will  be 
'  found  to  fay  much  more  of  Him. 

Bifhop  Nicholfon  calls  Him  the  greateji  Prince  in  Eu- 
ope  of  his  Time,  and  the  Glor"^  of  the  Englifh  Throne, 

E chard  tells  us,  "  that  though  He  was  a  Prince, 
''  that  highly  valued  his  Prerogative,  yet  none  of  his 
'  PredecelTors  pafs'd  more  or  better  Statutes  for  the  Be- 
'  neftt  and  Liberty  of  his  Subjects,  or  was  more  ftrid:  in 
'  punifhing  hisj^^^^i  and  Officers  for  Oppression, 

*  Bribery  and  Corruption, 

I  fhall  quote  nothing,  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  from  Ra- 
lin ;  becaufe  He  rather  repeats  and  confirms  what  is 
aid  by  Others,  than  adds  any  Thing  new  of  his  ow?i. 

In  fhort,  the  Chara6ler  of  this  Prince  hath  been  the 
iarling  Subjedl  of  all  Hiilorians,  antient  and  modern, 
breign  and  domeftick  ;  and  was  never  traduced,  till  it 
yai  found  neceffary  by  fome  late  Writers,  in  order  to 
inifh  their  high-ilrain'd  Panegyricks  on  the  prefent 
Tmes.  £>. 

S  z.  SAT  URDAY,, 
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r^?   CALEB    D^  AN  VERS,    E/f, 

S  I  R, 

Have  not  troubled  You  fince  May  lafl 
when  I  vindicated  the  honourable  Get, 
tleman,  my  Patron,  from  feveral  grievoi 
Imputations  laid  upon  Him  in  a  Bool 
then  juft  publifh'd,  in  titled,  The  Cafe  i 
the  finking  Fund^  &c.  particularly  rela 
ing  to  the  Bank-Contract.  But  the  farther  Di 
cuflion  of  that  me?norable  Affair  was  fooD  taken  out  ( 
my  Hands  by  the  learned  Francis  Walfingham  Efq;  an 
his  worthy  Coadjutors  in  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  among 
whom  I  have  not  yet  had  the  Honour  to  be  enroH'c 
It  cannot  be  deny'd,  even  by  Yourfelf,  that  my  Brothe 
Walfingham  made  his  firft  Attack  with  great  Vigou; 
and  feem'd  to  carry  every  Thing  before  Him  by  tli 
Dint  of  thoie  Weapons,  which  Nobody  knows  how  t 
exercife  fo  well  as  Hlmfelf  But  it  muft  be  confefs'c 
at  the  fame  Time,  that  He  hath  not  folio w'd  his  Blo\ 
with  fo  much  Spirit,  as  might  have  been  expelled  fror 
a  Perfon  of  his  remarkable  Frowefs  ;  for  though  H 
threaten'd  *  to  give  Tou  no  Jieft  on  the  Subje^,  till  To 

ask^d  theVvRhiCK  and  Sir  R W .  Par  do? 

orjufiiffd  the  Part,  which  Tou  have  aSted  with  Relatio 
to  both  I  He  hath  fufFerM  Vou  to  go  on,  for  a  Mont 
together,  in  a  particular  Explanation  of  that  TranfaB 
on,  without  any  Reply  ;  and,  by  his  Silence  hithert( 


^  Gazetteer,  Sept.    lo. 
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feems  to  have  left  You  Mailer  of  the  Field  c     However, 

I  can   hardly  perfuade  Myfelf  that  He  hath  iatirely 

dropt  the  Difpute  ;    nor  can  I  account  for  his  late  Deii- 

j  ciency  in  the  Gazetteer  any  otherwife,    than  by  fuppof- 

I  ing  that  He  is  employ'd,  at  prefent,  in  fome  important 

I  Work,    either  upon  This  or  fome  other  Subje6l,    with 

which  the  Publick  is  to  be  obliged  before  the  fiiettlng  of 

Fiirliament. 

In  the  mean  Time,  give  me  Leave  to  take  off  the 

Edge  of  another  Charge  againft  the  fame  honourable  Per- 

fon^  which  runs  through  all  your  Writings,  and  which 

the  whole  FaSiion  of  Patriots  are  forever  dinning  in  our 

Ears  ;  I  mean  that  his  Schemes  have  a  direB  Tendency  to 

introduce  a  general  Poverty  amongf  us,    and  have  even 

had  this  EfeSl  already,  in  too  great  a  Degree.     It  is  no 

Wonder  \ki2,t.fuch  a  Topick  as  This  ihould  flrike  in  with 

popular  Prejudices,  and  captivate  the  Bulk  of  Mankind, 

V,  ho  are  govern'd  by  nothing  fo  much  as  Self-Literfjf, 

I  am  forry  to  add,    that  this  Charge  hath  received  no 

fmall  Weight  and  Countenance  from  the  very  Method, 

■which  my  Brother-Advocates  have  taken  to  anfwer  it  ; 

'  That  is,  by  denying  the  Truth  of  it,  and  endeavouring 

to  prove  the  Nation   at  prefent  in  rich  2L-n6.flouriJking 

Circumfances.     For  my  Part,  .  I  fhall  go  another  Way 

to  Work  ;  and,  fuppofmg  the  Cafe  to  be  as  Tou  Male- 

Cjntents  reprefent   it,    will  undertake  to  fliew  that  the 

great  Perfon  deferves  our  Bleffings,  inftead  of  our  Curfes. 

■  For  notwithftanding  all  your  plaufible   Declamations  a- 

gainft  Poverty,  and  invidious  Comparifons  of  the  prefent 

•  State  of  the  Nation  v/ith  what  it  \Nzsfomc  Tears  ago,  no- 

!  thing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  fuch  Arguments,  or 

more  inconfiftent  with  the  Policy  of  the  wifeil,  and  moll 

j  illuilrious  Nations,  recorded  inHillory.  If  we  look  back 

I  to  the  firfl:  Inltitution  of/r*?^  States,  from  the  Beginning 

,1  of  the    World  to  this  Day,    W^e  Ihall  £nd  them    all 

i|  founded  in  Poverty,    and   fupported  by  it.      This  was 

\\  the  Cafe  o^  Athens,  Sparta,  and  Rofne,  in  the  more  ear- 

\\  ly  Aggs  of  the  World,  as  well  as  of  all  the  Gothick  Go- 

'  vera- 
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vernments,  ia  later  Times,  and  even  Holland  not  a- 
bove  an  Age  or  two  ago.  Whilft  this  original  Principle 
fubfifted,  nothing  could  oppofe  the  Force  of  their  Arms 
abroad,  or  weaken  the  Sinews  of  their  Government  at 
home  I,  but  as  foon  as  their  Conquefts  pour*d  in  Riches^ 
amongil  Them,,  their  Glorybegan  immediately  to  de- 
cline ;.  and  from  roughs  invincible  Heroes,  They  fooir 
degenerated  intoy^  and  tradable  Slaves. 

I  was  led  into  thefe  Refleftions  by  reading  the  Ab- 
bot de  Verivfs  introduftory  Difcourfe  to  the  Revolutions 
cf  the  Roman  Republic-k  %  where  He  tells  us,  "  that 
**  of  all  the  Precautions,  which  ^t  Romans  made  Ufe 
**  of  to  preferve  their  Liberty,  none  is  more  worthy  of 
*•'  Admiration  than  their  long  Adherence  to  the  Pover- 
**  /j?  of  their  Anceftors.  That  Poverty ^  which,  in  the 
"•  firfl  Inhabitants  of  i?^;??^,  was  merely  the  Effed  of 
*'  Neceffity,  hzz-ax^^  2.  folitical  Virtue  in  their  Succef- 
*'  fors.  The  Romans  thought  it  the  fureft  Guardian  of 
**  Liberty  ;  nay,  They  found  Ways  to  make  it  hononr- 
**  able,  that  it  might  be  a  Bar  againil  Luxury  and  A?n- 
*•*  bit  ion.  This  Contempt  of  Riches^  in  private  Men, 
*'  grew  to  be  a  Maxim  ofGovermnent.  A  Roman  glo- 
**  Tied  in  the  Continuance  of  his  Poverty,  at  the  fame 
**  I'ime  that  He  daily  expofed  his  Life  to  increafe  the 
*'  ptiblick  Treafure.  Every  Man  thought  Himfelf  fufh- 
*'-  ciently  wealthy  in  the  Riches  of  the  State  j  and  the 
*•'  Generals,  as  well  as  the  cotnmon  Soldiers^  received 
*'  their  Subfiflence  only  from  tlieir  own  little  Patrimo- 
'-  »)',  which  They  cultivated  with  their  own  Hands. 
i'  ^t+  Gnudebat  Tellus  vomer e  laureate. 

''  Th.tfrf  Romajis  were  all  Husbandmen,  and  the 
^''-  Husbandmen  were  all  Soldiers  ;  their  Habit  was 
*'  coar'e  j  their  Food  plain  and  frugal  ;  their  Labour 
*'  conftanr.  They  bred  up  their  Children  in  this  hard 
"  Way,  to  make  Them  the  move  robuft,  and  the  more 
"  capable  of  enduring  the  Fatigues  of  War.     Bur,  un- 

^  XX  Plm. 
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^  def  their  ruftick  Outjide,  lay  an  incomparable  Va- 
'  lour,  great  Elevation,  and  Noblenefs  of  Sentiments. 

*  Glory  was  their  only  PalTion,  which  They  placed  in 
'  the  Defence  of  their  Liberty  ^  and  in  making  Them- 
<  felves  Mafters  of  That  of  their  Neighbours. 

*'  Some  modern  WriterSy  who  cannot  bear  liich  Vir- 

*  tues  in  the  Antients,    pretend  that  We  make  a  Merit 

*  of  the  Rudenefs  of  thefe/r/?  Romans  i  and  that  They 
'  defpifed   Rkhes,    only  becaufc  They  knew  not  the 

*  Value  and  Conveniencies  of  them"; 

*'  To  remove  this  Objeftion,  fays-He^  We  need  on- 
'  ly  call  our  Eyes  upon  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  and 
'  We  fhall  fee  that,  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  Ages  after 
'  the  Foundation  olRomej  at  the  very  Time  when  the 
"  Republtck  was  Miftrefs  of  all  Italy,  and  a  Part  of  Sici- 
'-'  /v,  Spain,  Gaul,  and  Africa  itielf;    They  Hill  took 

"  their  Generals  from  the  Plough f  Attilii  Ma- 

"  nus,  ruftico  Opere  attrita,  Salutem  public  am  ft  ahili- 
"  erunt.  What  Glory  to  a  State,  to  have  Captains  2^- 
"  ble  to  conquer  great  Provinces  for  her,  and  fo  difin- 
"  terefted  as  to  prefer  ve  their  Poverty ,  in  the  Mid  ft  of 
"  their  Conqueils ! 

He  then  takes  fome  Notice  of  the  fumptuary  Laws^ 

I  eftablifhM  in  the  fixth  Century^    but  without  infifting 

'  upon  them,  and  proceeds  thus  ; 

'*  By  means  of  this  voluntary  Poverty,  and  a  laboti- 
"  ous  Life,  the  Republick  bred  in  her  Bofom  no  Men 
*'  but  what  were  llrong,  robuft,  full  of  Valour,  and 
*'  who,  expe6ling  nothing  from  one  another,  did,  by  a 
*'  mutual  Independence,  prefer  ve  the  Libert'^  of  their 
**  Country.  To  thefe  illujirious  Husbandmen  it  was 
*'  owing  that  Rome,  in  lefs  than  three  hundred  Years, 
**  fubdued  the  molt  warlike  Nations  in  Italy,  defeated 
'■'  prcdigious  Armies  of  Gauls,  Cimb>'i  and  Teutones^ 
**  and  br.  ke  the  formidable  Power  of  C(:7r/i7,^^^. 

t  V.  M.   L    iv.  Qic.  pro  S,    Rofclo.  PL  L  xviii. 
C-    3- 
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"  But,  f  pray  obferve  Him  here^  Mr.  TyAnvers  )  af 
«*  ter  the  Deftrudionof  that  Rival  of  Rome,    the  Ro-  '. 
««  mans,  invincible  abroad,  funk  beneath  the  Weight  q\  \ 
•*  xhtir  ozvn  Greatnefs, 

*     "  Ipfa  nocet  moles.         ■ 

**  Luxury  and  the  Love  of  Riches  came  into  Rom 
«  with  the  Treafures  of  the  conquerM  Provinces  j  anc 
«  that  Poverty  and  Temperance,  which  had  form'd-ii: 
**  imny  great  Captains,  fell  into  Contempt ; 

<«  ■         J  fcecunda  virorum 

**  Paupertas  fugitur.  — — - 

Having  given  us  a  particular  Account  of  the  Romai 
Luxury,  at  that  Period  of  Time,  He.  concludes  his  In 
troduftion  in  thefe  Words  j 

"  Is  it  any  Wonder  that  Men,  who  gave  Themfelve 
•*  up  to  Pleajure,  in  the  very  Midfl  of  Danger ^  anc 
««  expofed  Themfelves  to  Danger,  only  to  fupply  th 
"  Expence  of  their  Pleafure,  Ihould  fee  their  Libertie 
*'  buried  in  the  Fields  of  Pharfalia  ?  Whereas  whili 
<«  that  Liberty,  io  dear  to  xhtjirj}  Romans,  was  guard- 
**  ed  by  Poverty  and  Temperance  j  Love  of  their  Coun 
«*  try.  Valour,  and  all  the  other  Virtues,  both  civi 
«  and  military,  were  found  always  to  attend  it. 

— .- —  II  XJtinnm  remeare  Uceret  t^ 

Ad  veteres  Fines,  et  Mania  pauperis  And, 

You  fee,  ^ir,  that  This  is  not  a  particular  Whim  o  \ 
my  own,  nor  even  of  Monlieur  de  Vertot,  but  the  Sen' 
timentofthe  beft  Writers  upon  the  Roman  Government 

To  thofe  already  quoted  I    could  add  the  Authorit)! 

.    *  Lucan  L.    i.  4.,  ibid, 

\\  Claud,  de  bell.  Gild, 
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of  Seneca,  and  fever al  other  antient  Authors,  of  the  iirft 
Rank,  who  have  written  in  praife  of  Poverty,  and  dif- 
play'd  the  great  Advantages  of  it,  in  public'k  as  well  as 
private  Life ;  but  This,  I  prefume,  is  needlefs,  at  pre- 
sent ;  and  what  You  will  not  pretend  to  difpute. 

Now,  our  Government  being  founded  on  the  fame 
Principles  of  Liberty  with  That  of  antient  Ro?ne,  though 
not  conftituted  in  the  fame  Form  ',  what  can  be  a 
greater  Prefervative  of  it,  than  fuch  a  diffufive  Poverty 
as  fupported  the  other-,  or,  how  can  any  Man  defer ve 
better  at  our  Hands,  than  by  putting  a  Stop  to  that 
Torrent  oi  Riches,  which  has  been  breaking  in  upon  us, 
for  an  Age  or  two  paft,  and  might  in  a  fhort  Time 
have  overwhelm'd  all  our  Liberties  ? 

I  know  very  well  that  You  will  endeavour  to  make  a 
Diilinttion  or  two,  in  this  Cafe ;  and  therefore  I  Ihall 
take  Care  to  obviate  them. 

I  In  the  iirft  Place,  I  fuppofe  You  will  obferve  that  Po- 
verty, amongft  the  Romans,  was  not  confined  to  the 
common  People,  but  extended  itfelf  to  their  highefi  Ma- 
gif  rates,  to  their  Cenfors,  Confuls,  and  DiSiators,  who 
gave  the  moft  illuftrious  Examples  of  it,  and  were  not 
afhamed  to  put  Themfelves  on  a  Level  with  the  meaneft 
of  their  Fellow-Subjeds  ;  whereas  the  Complaint  of  our 
Days  is,  that  the  Body  of  the  People  is  growing  poor,  and 
obliged  to  undergo  ih^greatefi  Hardfhips^  whilR  a  fez(f 
Vpfarts  in  Office  are  accumulating  immenfe  Riches,  and 
rioting  in  all  the  ExcefTes  of  Luxury. — But  this  Objedlion, 
plaufible  as  it  many  feem,  is  a  meer  Cavil,  and  can  pro- 
ceed only  from  a  Spirit  of  Envy  ;  for  if  it  is  neceffary  to 
the  Prelervation  of  our  Liberties,  that  the  People  of 
England,  like  the  antient  Romans,  fhould  be  only  Huf- 
bandmen  and  common  Soldiers ;  or,  according  to  Scrip- 
ture Language,  Hewers  of  Wood  and  Drawers  of  Water  ; 
what  Good  would  it  do  Them,  to  fee  their  Superiors 
in  the  fame  wretched  Condition  with  Themfelves,  ex- 
cept gratifying  that  bafe  Paffton,  which  makes  Men  re- 
pine at  the  Felicity  of  Others  ?   Befides,  though  it  was 

the 
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the  Fafhion,  in  thof^  unpolifliM  Ages,  for  great  Mefi  to 
he  poor,  ahflemious  and  difinterejledy  every  Body  knows' 
that  it  is  ridiculous  at  prefent ;  and  That,  I  think,  is  a' 
full  Anfwer  to  all  fuch  Kinds  of  Argument.  -^  . 

You  will,  perhaps,  likewife  objed,  that  Rome  was  a ' 
Sort  of  military  State,  or  a  Nation  of  Soldiers,  who  lived: 
upon  Booty,  from  Time  to  Time,  and  therefore  did  not 
require  any  great  Stock  of  Riches  ;  whereas  England  de- 1 
pends  chiefly  upon  Trade,  and  maritime  Pozver ;  the 
Jirjl  of  which  cannot  be  carried  on,  without  a  Diffufim\ 
&f  Wealth,  m.  private  Hands  ;  nor  the  latter  be  acquired, 

without  th.t  former. ^This  Way  of  Reafoning  is  as 

plaufible  as  the  other,  and  as  likely  to  catch  People  at 
iirft  Sight ;  but,  upon  Examination,  will  appear  equally ! 
frivolous  and  inconclulive  ;  for,  notwithftanding  vulgar\ 
Notions,  it  hath  always  been  a  controverted  Point  a- 
mongft  wife  Men,  whether  Trade  itfelf  is  not  really  pre- 
judicial to  a  State,  by  introducing  Riches,  and  confe- 
quently  Luxury,  amongft  the  People.  Thus  much,  at 
leaft,  appears  to  be  true;  that,  however  Trade  msy 
aggrandize  a  Nation  for  fome  Time,  it  commonly' 
haftensits  Deflruftion.  This  was  the  Cafe  of  feveral  trad- 
ing Gauntries,  in  former  Times ;  and  I  wifh  We  may 
not  live  to  fee  fome  Inllances  of  it  in  Thofe,  which  ale 
caird  fo  at  prefent. 

Another  ill  Eifeft  of  Trade  and  Riches  is,  that  it  al- 
ways makes  Men  turbulent  and  feditious ;  or,  as  Lorid  \ 
Haftings Sdiys,  in  the  Tragedy  oi  Jane  Shore, 

The  refty  Knaves  are  trJer-run  with  Eafe,. 
As  Plenty  ever  is  the  Nurfe  of  Fadion. 

The  only  Way  therefore  to  prefer ve  the  Peace,  ^iM: 
^iet  of  the  State,  is  to  keep  the  People  low,  and  pre- 
vent their  becoming  Jiurdy  Beggars.  This  is  exaftly 
agreeable  to  the  Theory  of  Machiavel  \  from  whom 
moHof  our  modern  Politicians  feem  to  have  iearn'd  the 

Art 
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^rt  of  Government,  by  adopting  his  admirable  Maxims* 
nd  putting  them  into  Pradlice. 

This,  I  am  fure,  is  a  more  effeflual  Way  to  crufh 
')ppofition,  than  all  the  Writings  of  ..my  worthy  Bre- 
hren'  in  the  Gazetteer ^  or  elfewhere ;  and  though  our 
'*atron  may  think  proper  to  encourage  Them  for  the 
irefent,  in  crying  up  the  Wealth  of  the  Nation,  He 
lath  plainly  another  View  at  the  Bottom,  and  intends 
3  reduce  us  to  our  original  Principles. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  am  not  a  little  furprized  that  You, 
.Ir.  IfAnvers,  who  contend  for  our  antient  Confiitution, 
liould  exclaim  fo  much  at  his  Conduft  ;  or  that  Mr. 
^ibarne  (You  mull  pardon  Me  for  making  Ufe  of  the 
tafculine  Gender)  fhould  be  alhamed  to  vindicate  it, 
ipon  the  right  Footing ;  for  I  will  be  bold  to  fay  that 
his  Scheme  is  a  much  better  Specifick  againft  Luxury,. 
han  his  own  Prefcriptlon  of  livi?ig  within  our  Fortunes ; 
ince  Men  ofEflates  may  have  a  thoufand  Temptations,, 
Ironger  than  all  his  Ledlures,  to  out-run  them  ;  where- 
s  Thofe,  who  have  neither  Money  nor  Credit,  will  be 
ruga  I  by  Neceffity. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  hope  You  will  not  infiH  up- 
«i  thisftale  Topick  any  longer ;  nor  endeavour  to  alarm 
IS  with  the  Profpett  of  national  Poverty  j  unlefs  You 
:an  bring  fome  better  Arguments  to  prove  it  a  national 
Zvil,  than  You  have  hitherto  done.  ^. 

!  am,  S  I  R, 

Tour  old  Antagonifi  and  Correfpondeni, 

Courtly  Grub,  Ffq\ 


S  A  T  U  R- 
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ro    CALEB    D^ANVERS,    Efqi 

SIR, 

S  you  are  now  enter'd  into  the  tenth  Tear 
of  your  political  Warfare,  I  cannot  help 
comparing  You  to  the  fage  UlyJJes  of  old, 
whofe  Love  of  his  native  Country  obliged 
Him  to  pafs  though  a  great  Variety  of 
difficult  and  dangerous  Adventures,  for 
the  fame  Courfe  afTime  ;  and  I  heartily  wiih  that  your 
Labours  may  be  crownM  with  as  much  Succefs  at  laft. 
,  However,  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  make  You  any  Com- 
pliments on  the  Service  You  have  already  done  the 
Publick  ;  becaufe  That  may  be  as  eafily  deny'd  as  af- 
ferted,  and  I  have  always  had  an  Antipathy  to  aay 
Thing,  that  looks  like  begging  the  ^eftion.  But  what- 
ever may  be  your  Merits,  or  Demerits,  the  jianditig 
Army  of  Writers,  which  hath  been  conftantly  kept  in 
Pay,  during  fo  long  an  Interval,  to  watch  all  your  Moti- 
ons,' and  attack  You  on  every  Side,  is  certainly  a  Proof 
that  You  are  look'd  upon  as  a  Perfon  of  no  fm all  Impor- 
tance. 

It  is  impoffible  to  give  the  Reader  a  compleat  Lift  of 
thefe  Forces,  without  the  Affiftance  of  the  Mufter-Majler 
General,  who  hath  pick'd  Them  up  in  all  Parts  of  the 
Town,  and  form'd  Them  intodillindl  Bodies,  under  fe- 
veral  Banners  ;  particularly  the  London  Journal  Britijb 
Journal,  ?lain  Man,  Citizen,  Senator,  flying-Toft 
Free-Briton,  Uyp-DoBor,  Corn-Cutter,  and  Gazetteer ; 
befidesan  infinite  Number  oi  occafenal  Papers,  v/hich 

have 
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i  have  been  long  lince  buried  in  Oblivion,  as  well  as  their 
Authors. 

Nay,   You   have  had  the   Honour   to  draw  much 

greater  Adverfaries  into  the  Field  j  fuch  as  Peers,  Pre^ 

j  lates,  P  rivyCounfellors ,   Baronets,  Knights  of  the  Batb^ 

and   right   worjh'ifful  E [quires,  who  may  be  properly 

I  callM  the  Gens  d  Arms,  or  Houjhold  Troops  oizjirji  Mi- 

'  nijier. 

I  have  often  thought  what  a  pretty  Medley  it  would 

compofe,  if  alltheje  Writers  Ihould  coJIeft  their  Works 

together,  for  eight  or  nine  Years  paft,  and  print  them  in 

a  hundred  Volumes  in  Folio  ;   which  is  about  the  Num- 

'  ber  I  compute  they  would  make. 

Or,  if  the  Writings  of  the  fever  a!  Authors  \vtx&  to  be 
only  bound  up  by  themfelves,  they  muft,  I  conceive, 
prove  a  very  entertaining  and  inflruitive  Amufement. 

For  In  fiance,  what  ^jineSyJiem  of  Politicks  would  Mr. 
Waljingham''s  Works  make,    if  He  would  pleafe  to  give 
Us  all  his  admirable  Lucubrations  in  the  Britijh  jour- 
,  nal,  with  his  extr-dordinary  Pamphlets  upon  feveral  Oc- 
I  caiion5,  as  well  as  his  mafterly  Piodu6lions  in  the  Free- 
\ Briton,   and   the  Gazetteer?  It   is,   indeed,  Matter  of 
Wonder,   i\\2it  this  Wo?'k  hath  not  yet  feen  the  Light, 
were  it  only  out  of  Imitation  and  Defyance  of  1^//,  who 
have  chofen  this  Method  of  fubmitting  your  Writings 
to   a    fecond    Examination  ;  and  Mr.  Walfijigham  pro- 
imifed    Us,  upon  his   firft  fetting  out  under //^^/ iVrf;»57f:', 
that   *  He  would   never   write  any   Thing  to    those 
Times,   but  in  Viezv  to  be  ufeful;  and  what  He  would 
ncknovjledge  at  all  Times;  though  You  have  often 
reproach'd  Him  wiih  changing  both  his  "Name  and  his 
Paper,  at  that  very  Time,  in  order  to  contradict,  in  ex- 
prefs  Terms,  what.  He  had  aflertcd  fevcn  A'lonths  be- 
fore,   with   Relation  to  Don  Carlos,   his  prelent  molt 
augull  and  facred  Majclly,  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies, 

Again  ;  what  an    agreeable  Variety  would  Mrs.  O/- 
Urne\  Works  afford  Us,  whether  Wc  confider  the  Matf 

Vol.  XIV.  T  ter 
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tefy  of  which  they  are  compofed,  or  i\\t  Style,  in  which 
they  are  written  ?  All  her  Difcourfesy  as  She  calls  them, 
are  fo  diftinft,  and  follow  one  another  in  fuch  a  re- 
gular, methodical  Order,  that  nobody  can  read  them 
•without  finding  his  Underllanding  wonderfully  en- 
lighten'd,  and  his  Ideas  grow  as  clear  as  her  own. 

Then  as  to  Humour  and  Ridicule ,  I  pity  Cervantes^ 
Rabelais  and  Swift,  as  well  as  the  Proprietors  of  their 
Works,  if  that  Triumvirate  of  prodigious^Wits,  the  /7v/>- 
'Doctor,  the  Corn-Cutter  and  Sir  A.  B.  C.  fhould  club 
the  Offspring  of  their  Brains  together,  and  oblige  the 
World  with  a  Colled  ion  of  their  inimitable  Drollery. 

I  know  it  hath  been  frequently  obj»e<rted  againft  thefe 
'Gentlemen,  that  They  have  afled   a  very   ungenerous 
Part   towards  Tau^  to  whom  moft  of  Them  owe  their 
Bread,  and  even  their  Being,  as  Authors.     This  harh 
been  the  common  Complaint  of  all  Perfons  in  y^^r  Caje ; 
and,  indeed,  was  never  more  juft  than   at  prefent;  for 
jio  Writer  had   ever  fuch  Legions  of  Adverfaries  pro- 
i^ffedly  retained  again fl  Him,  for  fo  many  Years  toge- 
ther ;  and    it  is  certain  that  the  Moment  2^2,?  lay  down 
your  Pen,  T^he^  muft  return   to  their  primitive  Obfcu- 
Tity.     Nay,   I  am  firmly  perfuaded  that  if  their  Pa- 
tron had  no  other  Reafon  to  defire  your  Silence,  He 
would  heartily  rejoice  in  any  Opportunity  of  dropping 
^em  ;  who,  like  other  Mercenaries,  are  apt  to  grow 
troublefome  and  mutinous,  if  not  conflantly  humour'd, 
■and  fed  with  Blunder. So  far  therefore  They  sre  in- 
debted   to   y'ou,  for  their  prefent  gcod  Plight,  and  the 
Figure  They  make  in  the  World.     Some  of  Them  have 
been  fetchM  down  from  Garrets  and  Organ-Lofts,  and 
Others  raifed  out  o^ Night-Cellars,  to  participate  in  the 
Secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  and  fettle  the  Ballance  of  Europe. 
Nor  hath  the  Share  They  have  borne  mfuch   arduous 
Affairs  been  unrewarded.     Some  of  Them  have  been 
■collated   to  Dignities  in  the  Church  ;  and  Others  di- 
ftinguifli'd  by  Places  in  the  State,  or  Penfions  equivalent 
to  them.     Some  again,  whofe  Finances  required  an  im- 
mediate 
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mediate  Supply,  have  had  lirge  Gratuities  beftow'd  up- 
on Them,  oat  of  the  T—y  or  the  P — y  P e  ;  and 

fcarce  any  have  gone  without  fome  Recompence,  accor- 
ding to  their  refpedlive  Merits.  It  is  impoffible  to  com- 
pute what  Sums  have  been  expended  under  ibis  Ar- 
ticle y  befides  the  Charge  of  propagating  their  Works  in 
every  Corner  of  the  Kingdom;  but  I  may  venture  to 
apply  to  You,  what  I  once  heard  Mr.  Whifion  fay 
of  Himfelf,  vix.  that  if  He  was  to  have  only  one  Shil- 
li.ng  in  the  Pound «?«/  of  all  the  Preferments,  that  had  been 
lot   by  writing  again  ii  Him,  ift?  need  not  give  Himfelf 

am  farther  trouble  about  /i?^  Longitude. — But 

when  V7e  confider  that  thefe  Writers  are  employ'd  on 
Purpofe  to  throw  Dirt,  all  Obligations  ceafe ;  and  it 
^vould  be  unreafonable  to  exped  any  Returns  of  Gra- 
Utude  from  Men,  who  would  be  undone  by  it. 

For  my  Part,  I  look  upon  a  popular  Author  in  much 
:he  fame  Light  with  the  Minifter  himfelf,  againll  whom 
'de  draws  his  Pen.  Both  of  Tlhem  have  not  only  their 
Envyers  and  Competitors,  who  are  eternally  endejivour- 
ng  to  depreciate  and  fupphnt  Them  J  but  likewile  a 
^rowd  of  Dspejidants  and  Follozaers,  who  expert  more 
han  it  is  either  prudent  or  poffible  for  Them  to  per- 
"orm  ;  and  yet  look  upon  every  Difappointment  as  an- 
rulance  of  their  Selfijhnejs,  or  an  Inllilt  to  their  own 
J-iderJlandings.  I  cannot  tell,  Mr.  jyjnvers,  whe- 
iier  You  have  had  any  Occ:ifion  to  make  this  Refleftion 
ourfelf ;  but  I  could  name  one  of  )our  prefent  mofi  induf- 
rious  DefamerSf  whom  I  have  formerly  heard  expatiate 
.)  warmly  m  your  Commendation  ;  and,  upon  enquiring 
I  little  into  this  Alteration  in  his  Language,  I  could  hnd 
10  other  Caui'e  for  it,  than  your  refuling  to  publifli 
cvera  I  Papers,  which  He  had  fent  You;  upon  vv'hich 
ie  immediately  refolved  to  revenge  fuch  an  heinous 
Affront,  by  applying  to  the  other  Side,  and  met  with 
hat  Encouragement  f.om  Them,  which  Tau  lud  fo  im- 
X>litickly  deny'd  Him. 

T  z  You 
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You  may,  perhaps,  think  fuch  a  Method  of  Proceed- 
ing unreafonable  j  but  it  is  natural  to  Mankind,  when 
They  are  once  feized  with  the  Itch  ofZcribbllng  \  and, 
TO  tell  You  the  Truth,  I  begin  to  grow  fo  fond  of  this 
hcttir^  w  hich  I  am  now  writing  to  You,  that  if  You 
fhould  not  pablilh  it  in  your  next  Paper,  I  don't  know 
'.vhether  1  m-ay  not  be  tempted  to  give  it  another 
7urn,  and  fend  it  to  the  Gazetteer, 

But,  in  fall  Confidence  that  You  will  not  refufe  me 
this  Piece  of  Jujiice,  I  fhall  proceed  to  fome thing  of 
more  Importance  than  the  Charadler,  Conduct,  or  Abi- 
lities of  the  IFriters  againji  You, 

Of  all  the  various  Conjunfturesof  x^iFairs,  which  have^ 
fucceeded  one  another,  lince   your  firft  Undertaking  in 
the  Crnftfmany  none  feems  to  be  fo  peculiar,    in  feveral 
Refpefts,  as  the  prefent.    We  havefeen  the  chief  Powers 
cf  Europe,  except  Ourfehes  and  the  States  General,  en- 
gaged in   a  War,  which  llript    the  Emperor  of  all  his 
Dominions  in  Italy,  and   reduced  Him  to  the  laft  Ex- 
tremity,    la  vain   did   the  maritime  Powers  interpofe 
their  good  Office?,  from  Time   to  Time,  with  Offers  of 
their  Mediation,  and  even  Plans  of  Accotmnodation.    Yet, 
all  on  a  fudden,  a  Sufpenjiun  of  ArmSy  and   even  Preli- 
minaries for  a  general  Peace^   were  fecreily  agreed  upon 
by  the  contending  Powers  themfelves,  without  any  Medi- 
atoi',  and  at  a  Time,  when  fuch  a  Turn  was  leaft  expec- 
ed.     What   the    particular  Articles  of  this  Convention 
may  be,  or  how   they  affcft  the  Interefts  of  Europe, 
can  as  yet  be  only  guefs'd  at  by  the  World   in  general, 
tho*   it  hath  now  been  concluded  for  fome  Time,  and 
communicated  to  feveral  Courts.     But  as  it  feems  to  in- 
clude a  ?iew  Partition  of  Europe,  and  fome  confiderable 
Variations  from  that  excellent  Plan  of  Power,  which  was 
lately  e-l-iblilVd  by  i\it  Treaties  of  Seville,  Sind  Henna  ; 
J  am  furprized  to  find  People  fo  little  inquifitive,  or  con- 
cern'd  about   it.     Whether  this  Indifference  arifes  from 
that  Multiplicity  of  Treaties,  with  which  They  have  been, 
htely    cloy'd,  or  fiom  their  Rclyance  on  the  Wifdom 

and 
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nd  Coniufl  of  our  Minifters^  I  cannot  pretend  to  de- 
:rmine ;  but  as  the  7£rmi  of  this  Accommodation  can- 
.ot  be  kept  much  longer  in  the  dark,  I  hope  they  will 
)rove  perfeclly  agreeable  to  the  true  Intereft  and  Bal- 
mce  oi  Europe y  upon  which  its  lalling  Tranquility  can 
nly  depend. 

Bur,  in  all  Events,  We  may  promife  ourfelves  Neigh- 
out's  Fare,  at  leafl,  if  not  fomewhat  more  ;  as  We 
ave  a  particular  Intereft  with  the  three  great  Potvcrs^ 
/ho  are  principally  concern'd  in  the  prefent  Negotii- 
ions ;  for, 

Firfi,  We  may  fafely  rely  on  the  good  Offices  of  his 
refent  Neapolitan  and  Sicilian  MajeJIyt  who  owes  his 
>own  to  Us,  for  the  effecflual  Security  o^ Gibraltar, 
le  full  Satisfaflion  of  our  injured  Merchants,  and 
ie  undiflurb'd  Freedom  of  our  Commerce,  for  the 
iture. 

Secondly^  the  French  Court  will  certainly  acknow- 
:dge  their  Obligations  to  Us,  for  not  interfering  in  their 
)ifputes  with  the  Emperor,  and  leaving  Them  to  make 
ae  befi  of  their  Game. 

Thirdly,  and  lafly,    his  Imperial  Majejly  hath  alTured 

s,  in  a  publick  Memorial,  delivered   to  our  Court,  that" 

lie  (liall  never  forget  the  Services  of  the  Britijh  Nation,- 

'  1  the  Reign  c-f  Queen  Anne  ;  fo  that  We  can  have  no- 

ling  to  apprehend  from  Him. 

I  fhall  therefore  conclude  with  wifhing  my  Country 

happy  mzu  Tear ;  even  much  more  happy  than 
laany,  that  have  gone  before  it ;  and  am,  N. 

SIR,  rours,&c&. 


T  J  S  A  T  U  R' 
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Seme  Remarks  m  the  Ecclefiaftical  Part  of  our  antient 
Conflitution. 

Shall  now  pay  fo  much  Regard  to  the 
mlnifterial  Writers  as  to  beitow  a  few 
Remarks  on  the  Religion  of  our  Jncejfors, 
and  fee  to  what  Caufes  their  Bigot ry^  or 
Slavery^  in  Ecclefiaftical  Matters,  was 
really  owing  ;  though  this  Point  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  our  original  Difpute,  concerning  the 
civil  Part  of  our  Confiitution. 

I  fuppofe  it  will  not  be  expefted  that  I  fhould  go  {o 
far  back  as  the  antient  Britons,  whilft  They  continued 
under  Pagdnijm  ;  and  even  the  Accounts  of  their  frj} 
Ccnverfion  to  Chrifiianity  have  fach  a  fabulous  Afpedl, 
that  there  is  no  depending  upon  them  •,  though  1  think 
it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  fome  iDf  Them  em- 
braced the  Gofpel  before  moft  of  their  Neighbours,  and 
not  long  after  the  Death  of  Chrifi. 

But  the  continual  Ravages  of  the  PiBs  2.r\A  Scots  hav- 
ing driven  Them  to  the  laft  Extremity,  of  calling  ia 
the  Saxons  to  their  Aid,  the  latter  foon  became  their  Maf- 
ters  J  and,  being  as  yet  Pagans,  perfecuted  the  Chrijlians 
with  Fire  and  Sword,  deftroy'd  their  Churches,  and 
left  nothing  in  their  Power  undone  to  extirpate  their 
Religion. 

We  muft  therefore  begin  with  the  Csnverfon  of  the 
Saxons,  under  the  Reign  of  Ethelbert,  King  of  Kent  \ 
from  whence  the  Original  of  our  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitu- 
tian,  or  Church-Eft ablifi.'ment^  is  properly  deiived  ;  and 

confidering 
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confidering  that  this  great  Revolution  was  brought  a- 
bout  by  Juj^m  the  Monk,  under  the  Diredlion  of  Pope 
Gregory  the  ifl,  it  is  no  Wonder  that  the  Religion  of 
the  firft  Chrijlian  Saxonsy  who  had  the  King  at  their 
Head,  was  tindlured  with  the  Superftition  of  ^hofe^  by 
whom  They  were  converted.  Indeed,  the  whole  Church 
was  very  much  degenerated,  at  that  Time,  from  its  pri- 
mitive Purity  ;  and  therefore  Mr.  Rapin  obferves  very 

'  well,  **  *  that  the  Englifi^  converted  in  the  feventh 
"  Century^  are  to  be  confiderM  as  in  the  fame  State 
♦'  with  the  Reft  of  the  Chrijlian  World,  at  that  Time  ; 
"  fmce  it  was  not  in  their  Power  to  know  more  than 
"  their  Majlers  taught  Them. 

All  Chriftendorriy  generally  fpeaking,  was  infefted  with 
the  Errors  and  Corruptions,  which  the  Church  of  Rome 
had  introduced  ;  though  the  Pofe^s  Authority,  or  Pre- 
eminence over  other  Bijhops,   was  not   univerfally  ac- 

;  knowledged  ;  particularly  by  the  Scots  and  the  Welch, 
or  antient  Britons  ;  who  having  been  converted  before 
the  Bifhops  of  Rome  fet  up  their  Claims,  adhered  to  the 

I  Principles  of  their  firft  Teacher?,  in  fome  Particulars ; 

I  but  when  We  reflefl  on  the  Difputes  of  thofe  Times,  it 

I  is  plain  that  They  had  departed  from  the  Simplicity  of 
the  Gofpel,  in  fever al  others  ;  for  one  of  the  chitf  Mat- 
ters of  Contention,  which  was  agitated  with  great  Vio- 
lence, and  occafion'd  feveral  Councils,  was,  ^vhether 
Eajler  ought  to  be  kept  on  the  fourteenth  Day  of  the 
Moon,  according  to  the  Jezuijh  Cuftom  ;  or  on  the 
cunday  after  the  fourteenth  Da\\  on  which  our  Saviour 
rofe  from  the  Dead.  Another  Point  was  concerning 
the  Manner  of  the  Ecclefiafical  Tonfure ;  That  i?,  whe- 
ther the  Head  ought  to  be  fhaved  round,  where  our  Sa- 
Z'icr  wore  the  Crozvn  of  Thorns  ;  or  on  the  Forepart 
only.  From  hence  it  is  evident  that  their  principal 
Difputes  related  only  to  CircumJ}ances  and  Ceremonies, 
which  did  not  afFed  the  Effentials  of  Religion  ;  and  at 

]aft 

*  Rapin y  Vol.  i.  p.  283.  Svo  Edit. 
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laft  even  the  Scots  and  Jf^e/cb  were  prevail'd  upon  to* 
own  the  Pope's  Jurifdidion,  as  well  as  the  Reft  of  the 
Illand. 

But  tho'  the  Church  of  England  was  originally  foun- 
ded on  a  Popip  Bottom,  it  is  not  to  be  concluded  that 
Popery  icfelf  was  the  fame  Thing  then  as  it  was  fome 
Ages  afterwards,  or  is  at  prefent ;  for  the  Church  of 
Rome,  notwithftanding  all  her  Pretences,  hath  under- 
gone many  Revolutions,  both  in  Points  oi  Power  and 
DoBrinCy  as  well  as  other  Churches.  I  will  give  fome 
Inftances  of  both. 

And  jirji  it  appears,  by  a  Canon  made  in  the  Year 
747,  that  Praying  in  an  unknown  To7igue  was  not  then- 
an  eftablifh'd  Dodrine  of  the  Church  j  for  the  Priefts 
were  order'd,  by  that  Canon,  to  teach  the  People  the 
Apoflles  Creed,  and  the  Lord's  Prayer^  in  the  Engli/h 
Language.  Agreeable  to  which,  Mr.  Rapin  quotes, 
Bede'^s  Authority  and  Advice  to  Egbert,  Archbifhop  of 
Tork ;  *  "  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceiTary  Chriftians 
"  ihould  know  what  They  fa  id,  v/hen  They  pray 'd  to 
•'  God  ;  and  that  They  fliould  be  intruded  in  their 
**  own  native  Tongue  ;  for  which  Parpofe,  He  had  him- 
•'  felf  tranflated  the  Creed  and  the  Lord''s  Prayer  into- 
*'  Eng/ijh,  hr  the  Benefit  of  Thofe,  who  did  not  under- 
**  {land  Latin. 

It  like  wife  appear?,  that  Image-Worjhip,  Tranfubjian- 
tiation,  and  feveral  other  Doctrines  of  the  fame  Kind^ 
were  not  received  amongft  the  Articles  of  the  Englijh 
Church,  in  thofe  Days.  As  to  the  Celibacy  of  the 
Clergy,  it  was  not  fully  eftablifh'd  amongft  Them,  till  at 
lead  five  hundred  Tears  after  their  Converfion^  and- 
with  almoft  infinite  Difficulty. 

As  to  Matters  of  Power,  or  what  are  caird  the  Tem- 
poralities of  the  Church,  they  gain'd  Ground  in  the 
fame  Manner,  from  Time  to  Time,  juft  as  the  Pope's 

Authority 

*  Rapin yNol.  i.  p.  279. 
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i.uthority  prevail'd,  or  the  Difpofition   of  the  feveral 
lings  ftjuck  in  \vith  the  Views  of  the  Clergy. 

Bat  Rapin  obferves,  *  *'  that  notwithflanding  the 
■  great  Condefcention  of  the  Saxon  Kings  towards  the 
Clergy,  They  could  not  retain  the  Privilege  of  chuf- 
ing  their  Bijhops  and  Abbots.  Whilfl:  the  Prelates 
confined  Themfelves  witliin  the  Bounds  of  ihtu  paf- 
toral  FunBions  and  meddled  not  with  civil  Matter Sy 
the  Power  of  ele£ti7ig  was  left  to  the  Chapters.  But 
when  the  Bijhops  were  become  rich  and  popular,  and 
began  to  interpofe  in  Stats  Affairs ^  by  Virtue  of  the 
Fiefs  They  pofTefs'd,  it  was  a  Matter  of  great  Con- 
fequence  to  the  Kings  to  have  Juch  Bijhops  and  Ab- 
bots as  were  in  tkdr  Interejl  j  or,  at  leall,  were  o- 
bliged  to  Them  for  their  Preferments.  Accordingly, 
the  Kings  began  to  interpofe  in  ElcSiions,  by  Way  of 
Canvafiing  or  Recommendation,  and  very  often  by 
rcfuiing  to  put  in  PoUeffion  of  the  Fiefs,  belonging 
to  the  Church,  or  Abbey,  fuch  Prelates  and  Abbots 
as  They  did  not  like.  In  fine,  the  Authority  of  the 
Court  prevail'd  fo  by  Degrees,  that,  in  the  Time  of 
Ethelred  the  2d,  the  Monks  had  intirely  loft  the 
Privilege   of  chuiing  their  Abbots,  as   appears  from 

Ingulphus. f  In  thofe  Da-^s,  fays  He,  the  Monks 

and  Abbots  feldom  rejorted  to  Court.  But  ever  f  nee 
'  the  Kings  have  difpojed  of  the  Abbeys,  the  Monks 
'  have  made  Interejl  zvith  the  Courtiers,  which  fome- 
'  times  cojl  Them  very  dear. This  Hiftorian,   adJs 

*  Rapin,    loudly   complains  of  this   Abufe,     tho'  He 

*  himfelf  was  inrtaird  in  the  A'jbey  o^  Croylandhy  the 
'  fame  Method  ;  That  is,    by   the  fole  Will  and  Plea- 

*  fure  ot  William  the  Conqueror. 

To  This  let  us  add,  that  the  Witt  en  a-Gc  mots,  or 
Parliaments  of  thofe  Times,  had  the  Cognizance  of 
Ecckftajlical  as  well  as  of  civil  Affairs  ;  or,   which  a 

*  Rapin,  Vol.   2.  p^^g.   125. 
t  Ingulph,  p.  63. 
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mounts  to  the  fame  Thing,  that  the  Layety  fate  in  Ec- 
clejiajiical  Synods^  and  had  a  Share  in  making  Canons. 
They  frequently  exercifed  the  Power  of  ele^ing  and 
depriving  Bipops.  Rapin  gives  us  feveral  Inilances  of 
This,  :|:  particularly  Brithe/m,  who  Avas  not  only  pro- 
moted to  the  See  of  Canterbury,  but  afterwards  deprived 
of  it  by  the  Wittena-Gemot^  in  the  Reign  of  Kin*' 
Edgar  i  and,  in  That  of  Edward  th&  Confejfor,  another 
Arch-Bijhop  of  Canterbury  was  turn'd  out  of  his  See, 
,by  t.\\tfame  Authority. 

*'  From  thefe  Inilances  it  appears,  fa'^s  Rapln^  that 
"  the  Wittena-Gemot^  or  Mycel-Synody  was  an  Ecckfi- 
"  afticalzxi<i  political  AJfembiy,  at  the  fame  Time  j  and 
*'  that  all  Aftairs,  relating  both  to  C/^^;r/^  zn^  State, 
**  were  indifferently  debated  there.  It  was  not  till 
*'  long  after,  when  the  Papal  Authority  was  grown  to 
*'  a  great  Height,  under  the  Norman  Kings,  that  the- 
**  Clergy  claim'd  the  Privilege  of  debating  apart  all. 
"  Matters,  which  in  any  wife  related  to  Religion,  in 
**  Ecclefiajiical  AJfemblies,  or  Synods. 

Having  now  gone  through  the  Reigns  of  the  Saxojt 
Kings,  I  fhall  conclude  this  Part  of  the  Enquiry  with 
another  Quotation  from  i\itfame  Hi/lor ian,  and  a  few- 
Remarks  upon  it. 

*'  jl  The  Saxons  were  extremely  addiAed  to  Religi' 
'*  on,  even  before  They  had  the  Happinefs  of  becoming 
"  Chrijlians.     When  They  fettled  in  Great  Britain, 
"  They  w^re  not  only  Idolaters,    bat,  of  all  the  Hea- 
*'  th€ns,   were  the  moft  attach'd  to  the  Service  of  their- 
**  Gods,  even  to  \)xt  facrificing  Prifoners  of  War  on  their- 
**  Altars.     As  foon  as  They  had  embraced  the  Gojpel, 
"  the  fame  Inclination  caufed  Them    to   receive  and 
*'  and  pra6life,    with  equal  Zeal,    the   Duties  of  the 
"  Chrijlian  Religion,    and  whatever  the  Monks,  their' 
*'  firll  Teachers,    were  pleafed   to  inculcate  in  Them. 

%  Vol.  2.  p.    182, 

\  Rapin t  Vol,  z-  pagr  20^. 
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"  It   was  unlucky   for  Them  that  They   fhould  not 
"  come  to  the  Knowledge  of  God,  till  the  Monks  be- 
*'  gan  by  Degrees  to  disfigure  Religion  by  their  ftiper- 
"  Jlitious  Pra^ices.     As  the  Saxons  were  Men   of  no 
"  Learningi  and  confequently  not  competent  Judges  of 
*«  what  They  were  taught,    They  intirely  gave  Them- 
**  felves  up  to  the  Management  of  their  Guides.  Hence 
**  their  great  Zeal  in  founding  and  endowing  Mona- 
**  fieries.     They  were  made  to  believe  that  the  Main  of 
*•  Religion  confifted  in  enriching  the  Monks  ;    or,  at 
**  leaft,  that  They  might,   by  thofe  Means,   fupply  all 
«  Defeas. 

This  is  perfedly  agreeable  to  what  I  obferved  in  a 
'  former  P aper  \  **'  ihsit  Popery  was  eftablifh'd  in  this 
**  Ifland  with  Chrijiianity  itfelf,  and  continued  to  be 
"  the  only  Religion  for  many  Ages  afterwards  i  which 
"  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  general  Ignorance  of  thofe 
*•  Times^  rather  than  to  any  DefeSi  in  our  Conftitution. 
*'  Our  Anceftors  were  rather  BigrAs  than  Slaves  ;  or 
"  Slaves^  at  leail,  in  Principle  and  Faith^  as  well  as 
**  by  Law. 

Yet  This  is  the  Paflage,  which  gave  Mother  Osborne 
h  much  Oirence,  that  She  hath  beftow'd  three  or  four 
:vhole  Papers  upon  it,  full  of  her  ufual  Reafoning  j  the 
Subftance  of  which,  when  reduced  to  a  few  Words,  is ; 
*  "  that  the  Ignorance  of  thofe  Times  was  owing  to  the 
'*  DefeSt,  or  rather  to  iht  Iniquity  of  our  Conftitution  -, 
**  and  that  our  A^nceftors  were  Bigots.,  becaufe  They 
**  were  Slaves  ;  or  Slaves  in  Principle  and  Faith,  be- 
'*  caufe  They  were  Slaves  by  Law. 

In  Support  of  this  Argument,  She  talks  a  great  deal 
about  that  dreadful  Monfter,  Perfecution,  the  Inqulfi- 
tion,    the   Baftile,    Dungeons,    Halters,  Axes.,   and  all 

the  terrible  Artillery  of  Ecclejiaftical  Invention.  • . 

**  Take  away  thcPunipmentSy  fays  Shje,  attending  D/'; 

*  Craft/man,  Sept,  6,  1735. 

*  Gazetteer,  Nov.  i,    1735. 

**  ferenci 
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**  ference  of  Opinions,  and  Pt^/^ry  will  fly  before  Liber- 
.*'  /J,  Truth,  and  Reafon,  as  naturally  and  neceiTarily 
"  as  Dnrknefs  gives  Way  to  the  Appearance  of  the 

"  Sun''' Again  ;  *'  there  never  was  a  Country  in 

"  the  World,  wh^xo.  Liberty  of  Speculation  d.r\d  Reafon- 
"  ing  was  allow'd,  but  the  People  generally  difcover'd 
,"  ufeful  Truth,  and  grew  in  Love  with  Reafon  and 
**  Virtue. 

But  it  unluckily  happens,  that  all  this  deep  Renjoning 
is  nothing  to  the  Purpofe,  in  the  prefent  Cafe  ;  for  the 
fulleft  Liberty  of  Speculation  and  Reafoning  wou]:d  have 
been  of  very  little  Ufe  in  the  Times,  of  which  We  ar( 
{peaking ;  when  the  general  Ignorance  of  the  People,  noi 
only  in  England,  but  in  all  Parts  of  Europe,  was  plain!) 
derived  from  another  Source  than  any  DefeSi,  or  Ini 
quity,  in  the  Conjlituticn  of  their  ciz'il  Governments  j  . 
mean  the  very  low  Ebb,  to  which  Learning  was  re 
ducedby  the  Ravages  of  the  ncrthren  Invaders',  anc 
the  continual  Wars,  with  which  They  were  infeitec 
for  feveral  Ages,  before  They  arrived  at  any  iix'c 
Settlement. 

Befides,  the  mojl  dreadful  Part  of  that  Ecckfiaftica 
Artillery,  which  Mrs.  Osborne  hath  painted  in  fuel 
pathetick  Colours,  was  not  invented  till  feveral  Age 
after  the/r/?  Eflablipment  of  Chriftianity  in  this  King 
dom,  as  will  appear  in  the  Sequel  v  but  being  now  go 
to  a  nezv  and  memorable  JEra,  I  chufe  to  break  of 
here,  for  the  prefent,  and  refer ve  the  Reft  for  anothc'. 
Paper.  ^ 

To  be  concluded  in  our  next. 


SATUI 
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Continuation  of  our  laft ;  being  Remarks  on  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Part  of  our  Confitution. 

UT  though  the  temporal  Authority  of 
the  Church  of  Rome  was  not  carried  to 
any  exorbitant  Height  till  after  the  Con- 
quef.  She  was  fo  far  from  being  a  Gain- 
er by  that  Revolution,  at  firft,  that  She 
loft  a  great  deal  of  Ground  by  it,  and 
^as  in  Danger  of  loling  all  She  had  got  before;  for  in- 
itead  of  a  devout  and  fuperftitious  Race  of  Kings,  like 
he  Saxons,  She  had  now  to  deal  with  Princes  of  a 
liffcrent  Spirit,  who  would  admit  of  no  Partners  in 
heir  Dominion,  nor  hear  of  any  Diftindlions  between 
he  Clergy  and  Layetyy  in  that  Refpe6l. 

Jt  is  t!ue,  indeed,  that  the  Separation  of  the  ecclefi- 
iftkal  ^ridi  cizkI  Courts  is  generally  attributed  to  the 
Z\vi.xx.tx  q{  William  the  i/? ;  but  however  That  may 
)e,  it  is  certain,  as  a  late  Writer  obferves,  *  that  it  was 
tot  compleated  fo  as  to  give  the  former  an  exclujtve  Ju- 
■ifdi^i9n,  in  ecclefialucal  Caufes,  ////  ?nany  Tears  after- 
•vards  ',  for  it  appears  that  the  -f  Barons  fate  with  the 
^ijhops  in  a  mixt  Council,  held  at  London,  in  the  lirlt 
n^ear  oi^  Henry  the  id ;  where  feveral  Affairs  were  de- 
bated, both  with  Relation  to  Church  and  State. 

It  is  likewife  true   that  William  the  Conqueror  fent 

"or  two  Legates  from  Rome^    to  prefide  at  a    Council ; 

Vol.  XIV.  U  but 

*  See  an  Examination  of  the  Scheme  of  Church  Fewer y 
•-c.  f.   20. 
t  R.ap.H,  vol.  3.  />.  502. 
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but  it  was  only  to  get  rid  of  fome  BiJhopSy  whom  He 
did  not  like  ;  and  when  They  had  gone  a'^  far  as  They 
thought  fit,  He  made  Ufe  of  his  own  Authority  2ii^'n\i\ 
the  Reft,  by  banifhing  Somey  and  imprifoning  Others, 
without  any  canonical  Procefs. 

He  went  fo  far  as  to  cancel  all  the  hnmunitiesy 
which  the  Saxon  Kings  had  granted  by  Charter  to  fe- 
veral  Bijhops  and  Abbots  ;  and  not  only  iubjefled  their 
Lafids,  as  well  as  Thofe  of  Others,  to  military  Service, 
bat  even  quarter'd  moft  of  his  Troops  in  the  Monaf- 
teries,  and  obliged  the  Monks  to  provide  Them  with 
Neceffaries.  Nay,  He  is  faid  to  have  feized  upon  all 
their  Money  and  Plate,  without  fparing  even  tkt  Shrines 
and  conje crated  Vejfels. 

In  lliort.  He  governed  the  Clergy  at  home  with  as 
tight  a  Reit*  as  the  Layety  ;  and  as  for  Gregory  the  yth^ 
(one  of  the  moil  haughty,  daring,  and  active  Popes, 
that  ever  fate  in  the  holy  Chair)  He  was  fo  far  from 
doing  Hirn  the  Homuge,  which  was  demanded,  that  H< 
made  a  Jell  of  his  Decrees,  and  forbad  his  Subjefts  tc 
acknowledge  any  Pope,  or  to  receive  any  Orders  froir 
Rome,  v/itliout  his  Leave. — Gregory,  with  all  his  Ar- 
rogance, was  fo  v/ell  apprized  of  William's  Refolu 
tion,  that  He  thought  fit  to  acquiefce ;  and,  at  thi 
fame  Time,  fufFer'd  Him  to  exerclfe  the  Right  of  In 
•veftitures,  (That  is,  the  Collation  to  BiJJ:opricks )  with 
out  any  Moleftation,  whilft  He  was  thundering  out  hi 
Anathema's  againft  the  E?nperor,  upon  the  fame  Ac 
count,  and  compelling  Him  to  a  dijhonour able  Homage 

Williatn  Rufus  being  a  Prince  of  the  fame  inflexi 
ble  Difpofition  with  his  Father,  the  Pope  did  not  car< 
to  have  any  Contell  with  Him  ;  but  even  permittee 
Him  to  leize  on  the  Temporalities  of  vacant  Bijkc^ 
ricks,  for  his  own  Ufe  ;  and,  having  llript  them  a 
clean  as  He  could,  to  difpo'e  of  themi  to  the  belt  Bid 
der,  without  daring  to  efpoufe  the  Cau^e  of  the  Clerg;^ 
who  appeal'd  to  Him. 

Whc 
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When  Henr-j  the  \ji  came  to  the  Crown,  He  found 
Himfeif  much  in  Need  of  the  Clergfs  Affiilancc  ;  and 
having  made  Them  feme  Concefiion?,  on  chat  Account, 
the  Fete  thought  This  a  proper  Time  to  make  an  At- 
terrpt  in  his  own  Favour. 

As  the  hcgatine  Pczvsr  was  one  of  the  principal . 
roundation-Stones,  on  which  the  temporal  Sovereignty 
cf  Rome  was  defignM  to  be  ere(^ted,  the  firft  Thing  Ke 
did  was  fending  over  a  Perfon,  with  that  Charo.Berf 
to  refide  in  England  ;  for  v.  hich  there  had  been  a  kw 
precedents  ;  bu:  This  was  oppofed  by  the  Bijkeps  and 
C'ergy,  as  v/ell  as  the  Ki?/g  ;  the  former  of  whorh 
Jook'd  upon  it  as  an  Infringement  of  their  czvn  Prhl- 
I:?:es  ;  and  therefore  the  latter  might,  Vv'ith  the  more 
c^iify,  forbid  Him  to  exercife  any  Branch  of  his  Gom- 
n-iiilion  in  tliis  Kingdom. 

But  Henry  the  ijl  had  a  Difpute  with  AUelm,  Arch" 
bifhop  oi  Canterbury^  which  gave  Him  a  great  deal 
more  Trouble.  This  Prelate,  who  was  thoroughly  de- 
voted to  the  Interefts  of  the  Church  of  Rome^  htLdizLo 
great  Points  at  Heart,  which  He  fpared  no  Pains  to  ac- 
complifh.  One  was  the  Cekbacy  of  the  Clergy  ;  and 
the  other  to  wreft  the  Invejiitures  out  of  the  Kmg^s 
Hinds.  For  this  Purpofe,  He  convened  a  Synod,  in 
^vhich  He  got  all  rnanied  Prii[fts  ^'icomvrranic2iitdi,  and 
v.as  going  to  prpcecd  in  the  fame  Manner  againil:  the 
BiihepSi  who  had  received  their  hivcftitures  from  the 
Kitig,  The  former  was  a  Point,  in  which  Henry  was 
fo  litde  concern'd  Himfelf,  that  He  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  dtlguft  the  Archbifhop,  by  giving  Himfelf 
any  Trouble  about  it  j  and  therefore  fufler'd  the  Decret 
to  pafs,  v\i;hout  any  Oppofition,  except  what  it  met 
with  from  the  inferior  Clergy  who  did  all  in  their 
Power  to  prevent  it.  But  the  latter,  concerning  tl  e 
I'.vejUtures,  touch'd  his  Prerogative  io  nearly,  that  He 
crted  his  whole  Strength  againft  it.  'iho.  Archbifhcp 
•^  as  relbkueon  xXvtofher  Side:,  and  being  back'd  by  the 
jurt  of  i^^/5?^,  whofe  Caufe  it  properly  was.  He  went 
U  2  in 
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m  Perfon  thither,  and  appealed  to  the  Tope.  The  King 
fent  Ambajfadon  after  Him,  to  plead  his  Caufe  ;  and 
Things  were  carry M  to  fuch  an  Height,  that  as  the 
Archbijhop  was  adually,  deprived  of  his  TemporalitieSt 
during  his  Abfence,  fo  the  King  was  threacen'd  with 
Excommunication.  But  at  laft,  after  this  Affair  had 
been  contefted  with  great  Vehemence  for  feveral  Years 
together,  the  Pope  thought  fit  to  compound  the  Matter, 
by  allowing  the  Bipops  and  Abbots  to  do  Homage  to 
the  King  for  their  Temporalities^  upon  Condition  that 
He  would  give  up  the  Ceremony  of  invefting  Them 
with  the  Ring  and  pafloral  Staff. 

Thus  ended  this  Difpute  ;  in  which  Hetiry  fhew'd  To 
much  Firmnefs,  that  He  wore  out  the  reft  of  his  Life 
"without  any  farther  Difturbances,  of  the  fame  Nature. 

But  the  Convulfions,  in  the  next  Reign,  on  Account 
of  a  difputed  Title,  gave  the  Court  o^ Rome  zn  Oppor- 
tunity, which  She  knew  very  well  how  to  improve. 
She  could  not  pofTibly  have  a  better  Inftrument  for  that 
Purpofe  than  Henry  Bifhop  o^WincheJier,  King  Stephcnh 
Brother,  and  one  of  the  principal  Aflors  in  all  thofe 
Commotions.  For  this  Reafon,  the  Pope  appointed 
him-  Legate,  in  Prejudice  to  Theobald  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  to  whom  it  belonged.  This  engaged  the 
tzoQ  Prelates  in  a  Difpute,  which  occafion'd  feveral 
Appeals  to  Ro?ne,  a  Thing  not  very  comm.on  before, 
and  introduced  the  Study  of  the  Cation  Law  in  Eng- 
land. At  length,  the  Legal ejhip  was  taken  from  the 
Bifhop  oiWinchtfter,  and  confei'd  on  the  Archbijhop, 
not  as  his  Due^  but  as  an  Ad  of  meer  Grace  and  fa- 
vour from  the  Pope.  By  thefe  Means,  the  pretended 
Right  offending  Legates  hither,  diilindl  from  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  was  fo  firmly  eftablilh'd,  that 
the  Popes  exercifed  it  for  the  future,  juft  as  it  fuited 
their  intereft. 

Henry  the  zd^  who  fucceeded,  was  a  Prince  of  a  great 
Spirit,  and  feems  to  have  fet  his  Heart  upon  putting  a 
Stop  to"  the  Papal Ufurpations,  which  He  began  in  the 

Con- 
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Confiitutions  of  Clarendon  ;  but  having  unfortunately 
placed  an  injoknt  Vpfiart  at  the  Head  of  the  Churchy 
He  was  oppofed  by  Him  in  all  his  Attempts,  and 
drawn  into  a  long  Scene  of  Vexations,  which  ended  at 
la  ft  in  the  Murrher  of  his  Oppofer,  zndihhdzvn  Dijho- 
nour  ;  for  being  charg'd  with  directing,  or  conniving  at 
Bedefs  AiTaffination,  He  was  forced  to  buy  his  Peace 
with  the  Church,  upon  very  hard  Terms  -,  particularly, 
hy  promifing  never  to  oppofe  the  Pope's  Will  j  nor  for- 
bid any  Appeals  to  the  Court  of  Rome  ;  and  to  abolifli 
all  Lavjs  and  Cufiofns,  that  had  been  lately  introduced, 
to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Church.  Befides  thefe  Concef- 
fions,  He  was  like  wife  obliged  to  go  barefoot  to  Becketh 
Tomb,  and  fubmit  to  a  fcandalous  Difcipline  from  the 
Hands  of  the  Monks. 

*  This  Affair  was  attended  with  fatal  Confequences 
to  England^  as  v/ell  as  all  Europe.,  and  carried  the 
?apal  Authority  to  a  monftrous  Height  ;  for  who  muil 
not  tremble  at  a  Power,  which  had  obliged  a  Pjince  of 
fo  high  a  Spirit  as  Hetiry  the  zd  to  ftoop  to  iuch  fhame- 
ful  Conditions  ? 

As  for  Richard  the  ly?,  though  He  was  a  Prince  of 
a  moft  undaunted  Courage,  it  was  turn'd  To  much  to  the 
new  Humour  of  Crufadingy  or  making  War  upon  the 
Iniidels  in  the  holy  Land,  that  He  had  no  Time,  if  He 
had  any  Inclination,  lo  xt^YoSs,  thefe  Abufes  at  home; 
for  during  his  whole  Reign,  which  lafted  almoft  ten 
Years,  He  did  not  live  above  eight  Months  in  Bng 
land. 

In  the  two  next  Reigns,  which  were  both  full  of 
Troubles  and  Difturbances,  the  Popes  play'd  all  their 
Game  with  confummate  Dexterity  and  Addrefs.  Ivl 
That  of  King  "John,  Ir.nocent  the  ^d  having  order'd 
Cardinal  LanHon  to  be  chofen  Archbifliop  of  Canter- 
bury, in  Oppolition  to  one  nominated  by  the  King,  it  ' 
created  a  Quarrel  between  Them,  v/hich  gave  the  Pope 
infinite  Advantage,  and  ended  in  making  England  a  Pro- 
vince to  the  See  of  Rome.  He  firft  of  ail  put  the 
Ij   3  King- 
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Kingdom  under   an  JnterdiSi ;    then  excommunicated 
the  iTzVsrg-,  and  abfolved  the  People  from  their  Allegiance. 
After  This,  He  callM  a  Confiftory  ;   in  which  He  pro- 
ceeded to   a  for 771  al  Depojition,  and   impower'd  Philip, 
King  of  France^  to  put  the  Sentence  in  Execution,  with 
a  Promife  of  the  Crown  of  England  to  Him  and  his 
Heirs  for   ever.     At  the  fame  Time,   He  publifh'd  a 
Sort  of  Crufado  againft  King   John,  exhorting  all  cliri- 
Ilian  Princes  to  lend  their  Affiftance  towards  fo  pious 
an    Undertaking.     Philip,   who    greedily  accepted  of 
this  CQmmiJJion,   made   vaft  Preparations  both  by  Sea 
and  Land,  to  get  Pofleffion  of  his  new  Kingdom  ;  and 
jfohn  wz^  nolefs   induftrious    to   put   Himfelf  into  a 
Porture  of  Defence.     But  when  the  Scheme  was  juft 
ready  for  Execution,  a  Legate  from  the  Pi?/^  arrived  in 
-JE^ngland,  with  Orders  to  reprefent  to  the  King  the  Dan- 
ger He  was  in,  from  his  own  Subje^Sy  as  well  as  the 
French,  and  to  offer  Him  the  Pope's  Proteftion,  in  Cafe 
He  would  make  his  Submiffion  to  the   Church.     The 
King  was  ftagger'd  at  firft  with  this  Propofal  ;  but  the 
Legate's   Intelligence  agreeing  with  what   He  had  re^ 
ceived  before,  concerning  the  Difaffeftion  of  his  Bar^nSj 
He  was   at  lafl:   induced  to  comply  with  it;  in  Con- 
fequence  of  which  He  refign'd  his  Crown^  which  he  laid 
at  the  Legatees  Feet,  with  the  other  Regalia  ;   acknow- 
ledged Himfelf  a  l^ajfal  of  the  holy  See,  to  which  He 
did  Homage,  in  the  Perfon  of  the  Legate  i  and  bound 
all  his  SuccefTors,  as  well  as  Himfelf,  to  pay  a  thoufand 
Marks  a  Tear,  on  Pain  of  forfeiting   their  Right  to  the 
Crown.     In  Return  for  all  which,  the  Legate  was  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed,  to  reflore  the  Crown  and  Sceptre,v\\(\z\i _ 
he  had  kept   five  Days ;  and  Cardinal  LanSlon,    who 
was  now  received   as   Archbifoop  of  Cat ii^r bury,  gave 
the  King   Abfoluttm,  upon  renewing  his  Oath  of  Obe- 
dience to  the  Pope.     But  as  the  Nation  flill  continued 
under  an  InterdiB,   and  the  Barons  had  enteiM  into  a 
Confederacy  for  the  Support  of  their   Liberties,  Innocent 
took  an  Advantage  from  thefe  Contentions  to  Itrengthen 

,  his 
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his  new -acquired  Sovereignty,  by  obliging  the  King  to 
refign  his  Crown  a  fecond  Time,  in  a  more  folemn 
Manner  ;  and  having  made  Reilitution  to  the  Clergy, 
according  to  the  Pope\-  Direflion,  the  Inter diSl  was  taken 
oiF  from  the  Kingdom,  after  it  had  lafted  above  fix 
Years. 

1  have  been  the  more  particular  in  my  Relation  of 
thefe  fcandalous  Tranfa^ionSy  in  order  to  fhew  that  the 
Tyranny  of  the  Church  of  Rome  was  now  grown  to 
the  utmoll  Extravagance  ;  and  it  is  no  Wonder  that 
from  henceforth  She  fhould  treat  England  as  a  P r ovine e, 
or  conquer"* d  Country,  and  lay  what  Contributions  upon 
it  She  thought  fit.  Accordingly,  in  the  next  Reign,  of 
Henry  the  3^,  which  was  as  weak  as  it  was  Jong  and 
troublefome,  the  Clergy,  as  well  as  the  People,  groan'd 
under  a  Series  of  grievous  Oppreffions,  in  which  the 
Pc^es  were  abetted  and  fupported  by  xhtKtng. 

But  the  Weight  of  thefe  Burthens  grew  fo  intolerable 
atlaft,  that  the  People  began  to  complain  very  loudly 
again  ft  them  ,*  and  the  different  Charader  of  Edward 
the  if,  from  That  of  his  Father  and  Grandfather,  gave 
Them  fome  Hopes  of  Relief.  They  were  not  deceived 
in  this  Expeftation  ;  for  it  being  repiefented  to  Him, 
that  their  Grievances  arofe  principally  from  the  Riches 
efthe  Clergy,  which  were  daily  increafing,  without  be- 
ing fubjed  to  any  Alienation  j  and  that  all  the  Lands  cf 
the  Kingdom  muft,  by  thefe  means,  faJl  into  their 
Hands ;  He  fummon'd  a  Parliament,  and  to  the  great 
Joy  of  the  Nation  got  a  Law  paft  for  the  Reformation 
of  this  Abufe,  by  prohibiting  all  Perfons  to  difpofe  of 
their  Eilates  to  Societies,  that  never  die,  without  the 
Kings  Confent.  This  was  call'd  the  Statute  of  Mort- 
main, as  it  was  intended  to  prevent  Eftntes  fiom  falling 
into  dead  Hands,  and  gave  a  fatal  Blow  to  the  Power  of 
the  Pope,  as  well  as  the  Clergy,  whofe  Jnterefls  were 
generally  united;  though  upon  feveral  Occafion;;  the 
latter  fmarted  unt'erthe  Rod  oiffiritual  Tyranny,  as  well 
as  the  Layety.     Ihls  King  gave  feveral  other  infi^^nces 

of 
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of  Ms  Refolution  to  check  the  Infolence  of  tht  Eccle- 
Jiajiicki  in  his  Reign  ;  and  being  known  to  be  a  Prince 
of  no  complying  Temper,  They  were  fo  wife   as  to 
give  Way  to  Him. 

Had  Edward  the  zd  trod  in  the  Steps  of  his  Father y 
He  might  have  gone  a  great  Way  towards  throwing  off 
this  galling  Yoke  ;  for  the  vigorous  Refolutions  of  fe- 
ver al  Parliament  s^  in  his  Reign,  are  fufficient  to  ihetJT 
how  much  the  Nation  was  difpofed  to  it.  But  as  He 
fuffer'd  Himfelf  to  be  govern'd  by  a  Succeffion  of  vile 
and  odious  Favourites^  He  was  obliged  to  fly  to  the  Court 
of  Rome  for  Proteftion  againft  his  Subje^s,  and  facrifice 
the  Intereft  of  his  Kingdom  to  the  View  of  his  own  Safety, 
but  the  Event  fhew*d  how  fatally  He  was  miftaken. 

In  the  glorious  P.eign  of  his  Son  and  SuccefTor,  Ed- 
ward the  3^,  the  Parliament  apply 'd  Themfelves  again 
in  good  Earneft  to  redrefs  thefe  Grievances,  by  the  Sta- 
tutes of  Provifors  and  Premunire  ;  but  having  explain'd 
the  Benefits  of  thefe  two  A5ls^  in  my  late  Remarks  on 
that  Reign ^  it  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  any 
Thing  farther  upon  them  at  prefent.  I  fhall  therefore 
only  obferve  that  all  the  Penalties,  with  which  they 
were  inforced,  had  little  or  no  EfFe6l  on  the  Court  of 
Rome,  who  paid  nO  Regard  to  ASfs  of  ParHa?ne?it,  and 
therefore  continued  their  Ufurpations ;  infomuch  that, 
towards  the  latter  End  of  King  Edzuard\  Reign,  a  very 
fiiarp  Memorial  was  prefented  to  the  Parlia?nenty  fetting 
forth  the  Extonions  of  the  Pope  ;  in  which,  amongft 
other  Things,  it  is  faid,  that  his  Avarice. was  worfs 
than  the  Plague  ;  and  that  unlefs  fome  effectual  Stop 
was  put  to  thefe  Oppreffons,  England  would  foon  be  in- 
volved in  a  State  of  abject  Slavery.  This  produced  a 
Son  of  Agreement  between  the  King  and  the  Pope,  for 
the  prefent  ;  but  both  of  Them  dying  foon  after,  the 
fucceeding  Popes  did  not  think  Ihemleives  bound  by 
Gregory  z  Engagements.  However,  the  People'ii  Eyes 
began  now  to  be  open'd  ;  and  Wickliffe,  who  appeared 
about  this  Time,  not  only  met  with  Abundance  of  Fol- 
lowers ; 


'N^  497.         ^^^   C  R  A  F  T  S  M  AN.        ^3/ 

lowers  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  but  Support  and 
Protection  from  feveral  great  Men  at  Court,  againft  the 
iPerfecution  of  the  ?o^e  and  the  Bifhop  of  London.         D 


To  H  I  My  zohomit  mn^  concern. 

POETS,  Sir  Blue,  have  maul'd  Thee  fore, 
Jijft  Hke  great  Burleigh  heretofore  j 
^pen-cer  to  Him  a  Foe  We  fee, 
And  P — pe  was  never  Friend  to  Thee. ; 
Bat  Profe  extolls  a  Cm'/'s  Name, 
And  Cambden  gives  a  Right  to  Famej 
Who  then,  moft  admirable  Knight, 
Thy  matchlefs  Anions  fhall  recite  ? 
Say,  what  Hiitorian  wilt  Thou  hx  on, 
Fitt,  "Norton,  Arnal,  or  Oldmixon  ? 


N^  497.  Saturday,  Jan.  lo,  1735-6. 


Conclufon  of  our  Remarks  on  the  Ecclefiaftical  Fart  of 
our  antient  Conjiitution. 

N  the  Tiext  Reign ^  bad  as  it  was,  the 
Court  of  Rome  was  far  from  recovering 
any  Ground  ;  for  though  Richard  the 
2d  gave  the  Bilhops  a  Power  to  imprifon 
Hereticks,  witliout  his  particular  Con- 
fent,  upon  every  Cccafion  ;  (  which 
Tiiey  could  never  obtain  before  ;  )  the  Parliament  foon 
obliged  Him  to  revoke  his  Grant,  as  deftrudive  to  the 
Liberties  of  the  Subjen,  and  enter'd  into  other  vigo- 
rous Msafures  agaiiiit  the  Uiurpations  of  the  Pope  i 
for, 

In 
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.  In  the  ffrjl  P/are,  They  made  a  Law,  declaring  all 
foreign  Ecckfiajiicks  incapable  of  holding  any  Benefices 
in  England  ',  and,  in  order  to  render  it  effeilaal,  the 
Kin^s  Subjedls  were  prohibited,  under  very  fevere  Pe- 
nalties, to  farm  any  Be7ief.ces,  confer'd  upon  jUiens  by 
the  Court  o^ Rome.  The  Parliament  likewife  petition'd 
the  King  to  banifh  2i\\fuch  Foreigners^  who  reiided  here, 
and  to  feizc  the  Profits  of  their  Benefices  j  with  whichr 
He  thought  fit  to  comply. 

Secondly^  They  coniirm'd  and  enlarged  the  Statutes 
o"  Provifors  and  Premunire,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
if  it  did  not  put  a  Stop  to  the  Pope'^s  Pretenfions,  it  do*, 
ter'd  ih^  Englip,  v/ho  were  fubjeft  to  the  Laws,  from 
oiiending  againil:  them  ;  and  though  a  Ihntio,  who 
was  fent  into  England  upon  that  Account,  -threaten^ 
the  Parliament  wi:h  Extremities,  if  They  did  not  re- 
peal thefe  Statutes,  his  Menaces  had  no  farther  EfFeft 
than  to  obtain  a  Pardon  for  Tho!e,  who  were  already 
guilty,  till  the  next  Parliament.  , 

Nay,  a  Proclamation  was  ifllied,  in  this  Reign^ 
commanding  all  Perfons,  who  were  gone  to  Rome,  in 
order  to  folicit  the  Repeal  of  thefe  Statutes,  to  return 
home  within  a  limited  Time,  on  Pain  of  Death  and 
Conf [cation  of  their  Eftaies. 

The  Clergy  were  likewife  forbidden,  under  great  Pe- 
nal ties,  to  pay  a  Tax,  which  the  Pope  had  impofed  up- 
on Them. 

Thus  flood  our  ecclefiaftical  Affairs,  when  Richard 
the  2d  was  depofed  ;  but  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  ran  very 
fafl  back  again,  under, iJi?^?ry  the  ^th  ;  who,  coming 
to  the  Crown  with  a  difputed  Title,  found  it  neceffary 
to  court  the  AfFetflions  of  the  Clergy.  He  began  his 
Reign  therefore  with  afTuring  Them  of  his  Protedion 
in  all  their  Immunities,  and  oftering  to  join  with 
Them  in  any  Meafures  for  the  Extirpation  o^ Herefy.lt 
is  true,  indeed,  that  the  Statutes  oi  Provifors  and  Pra- 
munire  were  again  confirm'd  and  enforced  by  Parlia- 
menii  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Reign  ;  but  though  the 

King 
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'dng  did  not  think  fit  to  refufe  his  AiTent  to  tbis  AB, 
\t  connived  at  the  Breach  of  it  more  than  any  of 
lis  Piedeceflbrs  ;  and,  in  the  very  fame  Farliafnent, 
iffeftually  made  good  his  Promife  to  the  Clergy, 
)y  getting  an  Adl  pais'd  for  the  burning  of  Here- 
icks. 

Sir  Robert  Cotton  calls  this  Act  "  *  the  firft  Statute 
'  and  butcherly  Knife,that  iho.  impeaching  Prelates  Tpro- 
«  cured,  or  had,  againft  xhc:  poor  Preachers  of  ChrijTs 
■'  Gofpel ;"  and   Mr.  Rapin  obferves,  "  \  that  there 
'  was  no  Law  for  delivering  over  Her et icks  to  they^r^i- 
•*  lar  Arm  till  this  Reign  ;  "   though  He  tells  us,    in 
another  Place,   "  %  ^"^^^  certain  Hereticks,  call'd  Publi- 
''  cans,  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  id,    being  deliver'd 
f«  over  to  lYipfecular  Magiftrates,  were  not  only  brand- 
"  ed  with  an  hot  Iron,    but  all  Perfons   were  forbid, 
'*  under  fevere  Penalties,    to  give  Them  any  Relief; 
'*  by  which  Means  They   miferably  perifli'd." — But 
This  feems  to  have  been  done  by  Virtue  di Prerogative, 
or  arbitrary  Power  ;  and  therefore  is  not  to  our  prefent 
Point.     The  Statute  of  Hewy  the   ^th   was   the  firjl 
Law,  th-U  inflidled  capital  Punlfhments  upon    Hcrefy, 
or  Opinions  fo  call'd  ;  and  it  was  thought  of  fo  much 
Confcquence  to  the  Clergy,  that  They  immediately  got 
a  Precedent  upon  it,   by  condemning  one  Sazctre,    as 
a  Lollard,    or  WickUffite,  and  burning  Plifn  alive. 

However,  the  nezv  Docirine,  as  it  was  call'd,  had 
now  gain'd  fo  much  Srrength,  thit  the  Majority  of  the 
tioufe  of  Commons  v^'Qv&'iXicXiYitd.  to  it,  and  prefented 
feveral  Petitions  to  the  Kijig,  in  Favour  of  the  Lollards, 
aiid  againft  the  Abufcs  of  the  Clergy  ;  but  whatever  the 
King's  fecret  Opinion  might  be,  as  to  thefe  Matters, 
his  conllant  Jealouly  of  Defigns  againR  Him,  and  the 
Fear  of  lofmg  his  Crown,    which  lofe  at  lafl:  even  to  a 

*  Cotton's  Records,  p.  409. 
t  Vol.  4.  ;.  471. 

X  Vol.  3.  p.  502. 

child- 
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childifh  Weaknefs,  prevail'd  upon  Him  to  eipoufe  xht 
Caufe  of  the  Clergy y  and  rejcfl  the  Petitions  of  the 
CommonSi    in  an  imperious  Manner. 

His  Son,  Henry  the  5/^,   who  was  a  Prince  of  a  dif- 
ferent Complexion,  fhew'd  a  favourable  Difpofition  at 
firft  towards  the  WickliffiteSy  and  feemM  averfe   to  any- 
forcible  Methods   of  propagating  Religion  ;    but  this 
Difcovery  gave  the  Clergj  fuch  an  Alarm,   that  They 
fpared  no  Pains  to  infpire  Him  with  different   Senti- 
ments.    They  judged  that  nothing  could  do  This  fo 
effedually,  as  perfuading  Him  that  the  Lollards  were 
Enemies  to  his  Goverment,  and  had  enterM  into  a  Con- 
fpir^q  againjl  his  Life.    A  private  Meeting,  which  the 
iVick/iffites  held  at  this  Time,   contrary  to  a  Proelama- 
tion^  furnifh'd  the  Clergy  WvC^  a  fine  Opportunity  for 
their Purpofe  ;  and,  with  the  Help  of  feveral  exaggerated 
Circumftances,    induced   the  King  to  give   Credit  to 
Them.     Upon  This,  He  made  fome  Examples  of  Se- 
verity ;  and  the  Death  of  Sir  fohn  Oldcaflky  Lord  Cob- 
ham^  who  was  condemnM  and  burnt  for  Herefy^  at  the 
Inftigation  of  the  Clergy,  though  accufed  of  being  at 
the  Head  of  this  Sham-Plot,  will  be  an  eternal  Blemiih 
on  his  Memory.     But,    as  Henry  the  ^th  had  form'd  a 
Defign  of  conquering  France,  it  was  necelfary  for  Him 
to  keep  w^ell  with  the   Clergy  ;    which  was  not  to  be 
done,   without  obliging   Them    in  ihis  main   j4rticle. 
However,   He  did  not  fuffer  Them  to   go  on  very  far 
in  their  Perfecutions  ;  and  gave  the  Pope  fome  Morti  ca- 
tions, by  fupprefSng  the  alien  Priories,  without  asking 
his  Confent,  and  prohibiting  any  Ecckfiaficks  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  Benefices,  upon  the  Pope''s  Provificns. 

The  Temper  of  Henry  the  (}th  might  give  the  Clergy 
Hopes  of  great  Advantages  in  his  Reign  ;  and  very  pro- 
bably They  would  not  have  been  difappointed,  had 
He  been  able  to  hold  the  Reins  of  Government  in  his 
own.Hands.  But  ^hoje,  who  managed  his  Affairs,  both 
during  his  Minority  and  afterwards,  were  Men  of  a  dif- 
ferent Character.     Beiides,    the  latter  Part  of  his  £eign 

was 
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was  fo  much  difturb'd  with  FaSlions  at  Court,  and  cwil 
Wars,  that  there  was  very  little  Time  to  bellow  on  ec- 
clefiaftical  Affairs.  It  however  deferves  mentiorxing 
that,  even  in  this  Reign,  the  Clergy  were  forbidden  to 
pay  an  extraordinary  Tax,  which  Pope  Nicholas  the 
^tb  had  demanded  of  Them,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  holy 
See.  ^  v» ' 

Edzvard  the  j\.th  being  advanced  to  the  Throne,  du^- 
ring  the  Life-Time  of  Henry  the  6th,  cultivated  the  In- 
terefl  of  the  Clergy,  [WVt  other  Princes,  in  the  fame 
Condition  )  by  making  Them  a  ConceJJion,  which  They- 
had  long  fought  in  vain  from  his  PredeceJJors.  I  mean 
that  all  ecclefiaftical  Perfons  fhould  be  try'd  only  in  the 
'.cckfiaftical  Court 'y  and  that  the  King's  Judges  fhould 
•  lave  nothing  to  do  with  Them,upon  any  Account  what- 
foever.  By  this  Charter,  He  broke  through  the  Sta- 
:utes  of  Provifors  and  Premmiire,  which  Icveral  Par- 
iaments  had  enabled,  in  order  to  reduce  the  Pope's 
afurp'd  Authority,  and  fcreen'd  the  Clergy  from  the 
Penalties  inflifted  by  them.  But  as  This  was  done 
ivithout  any  Parliamentary  Authority,  it  was  not  bind- 
ng  in  Law.  Befides,  having  made  Them  eafy  in  this 
Xreat  Poifit,  by  an  ASl  ofPozver,  He  did  not  think  fit 
:o  indulge  Them  in  the  Spirit  of  perfecuting  Others  ; 
md  indeed  his  whole  Reign  was  fo  much  troubled  v/ith 
■ivil  Jf^ars,  as  well  as  Thofe  of  his  Succeffors,  till  the 
Union  of  the  two  Rojes,  that  the  Affairs  of  the  Church 
ay  almoft  dormant,  during  that  Time. 

Henry  the  7th  was  fo  fully  intent  on  his  two  fa- 
^'ourite  Points,  of  fecuring  the  Crown  to  his  Fa?nily, 
md  heaping  up  Riches,  that  He  took  all  poffible  Care 
,  not  to  difguft  either  the  People,  or  the  Clergy ;  and  there- 
fore kept  the  Church  upon  much  the  fame  Foot,  as  He 
found  it. 

But  I  muft  obferve,  in  this  Place,  that  the  People  of 
Etigla?id,  as  well  as  of  all  Europe,  had  for  a  long  Tini^ 
Dcen  extremely  defirous  of  a  Reformation  in  the  Church, 
with  Regard  to  the  OpprciTions  of  the  Popes  and  the 
Vol.  XIV.  X  Clergy, 
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Clergy,  in  Point  of  Pozver  and  Riches  ;  nay,  We  have 
feen,  in  the  foregoing  Deduftion,  that  moft  of  our 
Kings,  fmce  the  Conquejl,  have  contefted  this  Point 
with  the  Church  of  RomCy  upon  paiticular  Occafions. 
But  Rapin  obferves  very  w^ell,  *  "  that  in  thefe  Con- 
'*  tells  the  Popes  had  great  Advantages.  Every  E^p» 
*'  conftantly  adhered  to  the Jame  Maxims,  without  the 
«^  leaft  Variation.  But  it  was  not  fo  as  to  the  Kirigs  of 
*'  England',  who,  to  pleafe  their  Fancy,  or  gratify 
•*  their  Paffions,  fcrupkd  not  to  acl  very  often  in  De- 
*'  rogation  to  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  This  is 
* '  the  true  Caufe  of  the  flow  Progrefs  of  the  Englijh,  in 
*'  their  Defign  of  caiHng  off  the  Oppreihons  of  Rome. 
*'  The  leafl  Relaxation  made  Them  lofe  a  great  deal  of 
*^  Ground  ;  and  it  may  be  They  would  never  have 
•'  compafs'd  the  redreffing  any  one  of  the  Grievances 
**  They  complainM  of,  if  t-he  Schijms,  which  happen'd 
**  in  the  Church,  had  not  afforded  Them  Opportuni- 
^*  ties,   of  which  They  were  wife  enough  to  take  the 

"  Advantage." In  another  Place  He  fays,    to  the 

feme  EfFe£t,  "  f  that  as  for  the  Ki?jgs-,  They  made 
•■'  Paligion  fubfervient  to  their  Intereji.  When  They 
*•  imagined  They  flood  in  need  of  the  Clergy,  They 
«*  found  Ways  and  Mean?  enough  to  evade  the  Peoples 
«*  Demands.  But  when  the  Parliament's  good  Will 
"was  requifite.  They  afTented  to  fuch  Statutes  as 
*  *  ferved  to  curb  the  Encroachments  of  the  Pope  and 
**  the  Clei'gy. 

However,  Bifiiop  Burnet,  takes  Notice,  in  his  In- 
trodudion  to  the  Hijiory  cf  the  Reformation,  ■*'  thai 
*<  the  Kings  of  Eriglatid  had  refer  ved  to  Themfelvei 
**  the  Power  of  promoting  to  ecclefiajiical  Benefices, 
'*'■  notwithftanding  all  the  Invafions  the  Pope  had  liiade 
•*  on  the  temporal  Power  ofPrinca^''  And  the  Tim< 
Vvas  now  come,    which  feem*d  providentially  ordain 'd 


Rapin,  Vol.  iv.  p.  459. 
VqL  vi.  p.  480, 


N^  497     ^^^  Crafstmak.        243 

by  a  Coincidence  of  lacky  Circamftances,  for  the  intise 
Deitrudlion  of  the  Papal  Authority  in  England. 

I  Ihall  no:  enter  into  ciie  Diipate  now  on  Foot,  be-  , 
tween  the  Advocata  for  the  Codex  and  their  Oppbfers, 
how  far  all  Difiinclion  betzveen  the  civil  aiid  ecckfiajlical 
Power  was  taken  away  at  that  Ti?ne  ;  but  will  only  ob- 
ferve,  as  I  am  led  by  the  Courfe  of  my  prefent  Suhjecfy. 
that  every  Kind  of  Pozv^ry  which  had  been  exercifed 
2i(  any  Time  heretofore,  in  this  Kingdom,  by  the  Bi- 
fhops  of  Rom ^y  was  then  intirely  refumed  to  the  Crown, 
and  given  back  again  to  the  reform  d  Clergy,  in  fuch 
Degrees  and  Proportions  only  as  the  fupreme  Head 
thought  fit  to  delegate  it.  This  was,  at  leall:,  an  ab- 
folute  Deliverance  and  Manumiffion  from  the  temporal 
Authority  and  Domi?iion  of  the  Church  c/'Rome. 

As  to  the  fpiritual  Part  ofReligicn,  or  what  relates 
meerly  to  Articles  of  faiths  it  is  no  Wonder  that  the 
Struggles  for  Liberty,  in  this  P articular y  did  not  keep 
Pace  with  the  other ;  for  even  common  Feemg  will 
make  the  mofl:  ignorant  People  in  the  World  fenfible  of 
temporal  OpprefjionSy  and  common  Senfe  will  foon  teach 
Them  that  fuch  Proceedings  are  not  agreeable  to  the 
gende  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel.  -  But  the  Cafe  is  vai'tly  dif- 
ferent in  Point Sy  which  are  declared  to  be  above  human 
Coinprehenfion,  and  confequently  where  faith  only  is 
to  be  exercifed.  Here  is  a  large  Field  for  Impoflure, 
and  Impofuion  on  the  Credulity  of  Mankind  ;  and  the 
Experience  of  all  Ages  fiiews  Us  that  Errors  of  this  Sorty 
\vhen  they  have  once  taken  PoffeiTion  of  the  Mind,  are 
the  moft  difficult  of  all  others  to  be  rooted  oat. — Let  us' 
apply  this  Obfervation  to  the  Cafe  before  Us. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved,  that  the  Saxons  were 
originally  a  very  fuperflitious  People y  and  capable  of 
imbibing  any  Opinions  that  were  artfully  recommended 
to  Them,  under  the  folemn  Pretext  of  Religion.  For 
this  Reafon,  We  read  of  no  Sefis,  or  Bodies  ofPeoph\ 
who  claim'd  a  Liberty  to  differit  from  the  eftablijh''dt 
Form  of  IVorJhip,  in  thofeDayss  nor,  indeed,  forieve- 
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lal  Ages  after  the  Conqueji  ;  for  as  to  the  Publkansht.- 
fore-mention'd.  We  have  no  certain  Account  of  the 
Tenets  They  maintain'd  ;  and  befides,  They  feem  to 
have  been  fo  inconfiderable  in  'Number,  fhat  They  do 
not  delerve  the  Name  of  a  ^eSi.  We  have  likewife  fe- 
veral  Inftances,  fcatter'd  up  and  dov»'n  in  cur  Hiftory, 
of  certain  learned  Enthujiafts,  (  chiefly  Friejis  and 
iW<?«j('i  )  who  broach'd  Opinions,  xk'^on  fome  particular 
"P-oints  of  Religion,  contrary  to_^  the  received  Do^rine  of 
the  Church ;  but  as  they  confifted  wholly  oS.  fcholajlick 
Subtleties,  and  Pietaph\fcal  DifinSiions,  they  had  no 
Influence  upon  the  People,  who  knew. nothing  of  fuch 
abjirufe  Matters.  In  fliort,  it  appears  that  the  Wicklif 
fites  were  l\iQf?-ft  compact  Body  of  Chrijlians,  in  this 
Kingdom,  who  feparated  from  the  Communion  of  the 
eft ablip'' d  Church,  and  inftituted  a  different  Form  of  re- 
ligioui  Worjhip  amongft  Themfelves. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remember'd  that  the  Doftrines  of 
Wickliffe  were  of  a  twofold  Nature,  and  extended  to 
Spirituals,  as  well  as  Temporals^  He  judged  extremely 
right,  that  it  would  be  impolEble  to  reform  the  doBri- 
nal  Part  ef  Religion,  without  reducing  the  exorbitant 
Power  of  the  Church  ',  which  *  a  certain  eminent  P  relate  y 
ilill  living,  once  call'd  the  only  infuppor table  Thing  in 
Popery.  As  to  the  H^/^r^rr>?'j,  He  was  foon  back'd 
with  fo  many  Followers,  for  the  Reafon  already  men- 
tion'd,  that  We  are  told,  **  %  two  Men  could  not  be 
**  found  together,  ( in  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  zd ) 
*'  one  of  whom  was  not  a  Lollard'^''  and,,  in  the  Reigns 
juft  before  the  Reformation,\.\\Q  fame  Hijiorian  informs  us, 
-f-  «'  that  the  Nation  w^as  generally  WickUffite,  as  to  thii 
**  Point ^"^  The  Parliaments^  the  Kings,  and  even  fome 
of  the  Bifiops,  concur'd  with  Them  in  it.  But  the 
Cafe  was  not  fo,  in  the  other  RefpeB,  concerning  Spirt- 
tuah,    or  Articles  of  Faith  ;    though    Wickliffe  had  a 
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great  many  Followers  in  both.  *  "  This  Diftlndlion,^ 
**  fa^s  Rapin,  may  ferve  to  account  for  divers  Proceed- 
**  ings  of  the  Parlia?nents,  in  the  Beginning  of  tlie 
**  i^th  Century,  which  feem  to  be  contrary  one  to 
**  another.  Sometimes  They  were  feen  to  fpeak  and  a6t 
**  like  Lollards,  demanding  with  great  Earneltnefs  that 
,**  the  Clergy  fhould  be  llript  of  their  Riches  ;  and 
**  fometimes  They  condemn'd  theje  fame  Lollards  to 
*'  the  Flames,  when  They  confider'd  Them  as  Innova- 

«*  fors  in  the  Do^rines  of  the  Church.'''' He  farther 

obferves,  ||  "^  that  the  Clergy  knew  very  well  how  to 
**  make  their  Advantage  of  the  Ambiguity  of  that 
^'  'Term  ;"  for  though  the  Tenets  of  the  Lollards,  con- 
cerning the  Corruptions  and  Abufes  of  the  Church,  gave 
the  Clergy  moll  OtFence,  They  were  always  prolecuted 
for  maintaining  novel  Opi?tions,  contrary  to  \h.&  funda- 
mental Articles  of  Faith.  This  was  done,  in  order  to 
render  Them  odious,  and  juftify  the  Sentence  againfi 
Them,    as  well  as  to  conceal  the  true  Motive  to  fuch 

,  cruil  Proceedings. 

Y^  It  is  well  known  that  John  Hufs  and  Jerome  of 
Prague  were  burnt  at  Conjiance,  by  a  Decree  of  the 
Council  then  fitting  there,  as  Follovvers  of  Wickliffe  J 
though  They  were  only  ib,  with  Relation  to  the  Pcw\ 
er  of  the  Church,  and  feem  to  have  been  very  ortho- 
dox in  Matters  of  Belief  Yet  They  were  con- 
demn'd and  executed  for  heretical  Opinions,  contrary 
to  their  ozun  Declaration,  and  the  Kjwwkdge  of  their 
Judges. 

The  Cafe  was  much  the  fame  in  England,    before 
the  Reformation  ;    and,  even  after  it,  Herejy  met  with 

I  but  little  better  Quarter,  daring  the  Reign  of //^;/ry 
the  \^th  ',  who  was  Himfclf  a  thorough  Bigot  to  the  old 
Religiofj, or  at  leafl  afled  as  fach  ;  and,  perhaps,  Crmimer 
might  be  fo  xoo^\nfo?ne  Points ;  though  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  He  often  gave  Way  to  the  Torrent  of  the 

*  ^-  P'  482.  II. -2^- ^  48^1- 
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Times,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Ksng^s  Confidence,  and 
thereby  carry  on  his  f/iain  Defign.  The  Truth  is,  that 
the  People  themfelves  were  not  ■TulEciently-.prepared  for 
a  Reformation f  in  Point  of  DoSirine  and  Faith,  even 
after  the  Revival  of  Learning.  Their  old  P rejudices 
fluck  by  Them,  and  could  not  be  eradicated  without 
much  Time  and  Trouble.  This  is  the  Reafon  why 
cur  Reformers  proceeded  fo  gradually,  in  the  Reigns  of 
Edward  the  6th,  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Gene- 
rality of  the  People  were  Itill  Papijls  in  their  Hearts, 
and  could  not  be  eafily  brought  to  part  with  Opinions^ 
in  which  They  had  been  educated.  Nor  do  I  find  that 
Thofe,  who  have  equally  renounced  the  Errors  of  Poper^<, 
are  even  yet  in  any  Diipofition  to  agree  amongfl:  Them- 
felves, in  Matters  of  Faith  and  W^orfiip ;  and,  in  all 
Probability,  They  never  will. 

As  for  the  Perfecutions,  fince  the  Reformation,  if 
will  appear,  upon  Enquiry,  that  They  have  fprung 
chiefly  from  a  political  more  than  a  religious  Root ;  and 
fince  all  Parties  have  been  guilty  of  them,  in  their 
Turns,  none  of  ^hem  can  upbraid  the  Refl,  upon  this 
Account,  without  a  very  ill  Grace. 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  draw  to  a  Conclufion,  ^d 
fum  up  the  whole. 

It  appears  then,  from  this  Revievv7  of  our  Hiftory, 
that  the  religious  Slavery  of  our  Ancejlors  was  fo  i^r 
from  being  owing  to  any  Defe3,  or  Iniquity  in  our  an- 
tient  Conftitution,  that  even  Chriftianity  irfelf  was  not 
originally  a  Part  of  it ;  that  it  was  eftablilh'd  here,  at 
firft,  in  one  of  the  darkejl  Ages  of  the  World,  when  the 
Churchofi^W  had  corrupted  moft  Parts  o{  Europe, 
and  amongft  a  (uperjlitious,  unlearned  People,  who 
could  ndt  dillinguiih  the  Drofs  ^xom  i)\t  Gold i  but 
that  the  Pc^c'j  have  been  aim  oft  conftantly  oppofed,  in 
their  temporal  Ufurpations  by  the  Parliaments  of  Eng- 
land, and  even  by  moft  of  our  befi  Kings,  who  did  not 
Hand  in  fome  particular  Need  of  their  Affiftance  i  that 
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at  Length,  after  various  Struggles,  this  foreign  Teke  was 
intirely  Ihaken  ofF,  znd  the  fupre^ne  Pozver,  m-^cclefi- 
ajiical  as  well  as  civil  Matters,  lodged  in  the  proper 
Ha?ids. 

It  muft  be  confefs'd  that  our  Reformation,  in  doSlri- 
nal  Points,  did  not  go  Hand  in  Hand  with  the  other  ; 
but  This  muil  be  imputed  to  the  extreme  Ignorance  &f 
feveral  Ages  after  the  Conquef,  as  well  as  before,  and 
tov  the  Bigottry  of  the  People,  who  were  fo  far  from 
claiming  a  Liberty  of  Co?ifcience,  or  of  diffentingfrom 
the  ejlablijh\i  Form  of  WorftAp,  that  They  couli  not  be 
wean'd  from  it  without  the  utmoil  Difficulty , 

And  here  I  muft  obferve  that  the  frefent  Enquir-^ 
ferves  to  confirm  ivhat  hath  been  formerly  fa  Id,  concern- 
ing our  ciz'il  Confitution  ;  for  it  was  our  civil  Confuta- 
tion, which  ftruggled  fo  glorioufly,  and  at  lail  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully,  for  ecclefiafical  Liberty^  as  We  enjoy  it  at 
pre  fen  t. 

Indeed,  Mrs.  Osborne  complains  that  this  Part  of  cur 
Confitution  is  ftill  inferior  to  the  other,  which  She  af- 
ferts  to  be  now  in  its  full  Perfeftion.  I  have  the  Mif- 
fortune  to  differ  from  Her  in  this,  as  well  as  in  feveral 
other  Particulars  ;  and  think  Myfelf  able  to  point  out 
^s  many  Defetls  in  one^  as  She  can  in  the  other  ;  but  fup- 
pofmg  Her  in  the  Right,  and  Myfelf  in  the  Wrong,  it 
will  follow  from  her  own  Pofition,  that  the  glorious 
"'.Work  of  the  Revolution  is  not  yet  compleated,  if  it  was 
•  defign'd  to  make  our  Conjiitution  intirely  perfe(ft,  both 
in  Church  and  State. 

Having  had  frequent  Occafion  to  make  Ufe  of  Ror 
fm\  Hiftory,  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Papers,  I  muft  not 
pafs  over  a  late  Reflection  upon  that  Author ,  whom 
Mr.  Walfinghain  calls  -f-  the  dullest  of  dull 
Writers.  Had  not  this  Cenfure  come  from  thje 
brighteji  of  bright  Wits,  and  the  7noJl  judicious  ofjudici- 
■  cus  Criticks,  I  fhould  have  been  fomewhat  furpr.ized  at 
~— — ^— ^ 

f  Gazetteer,  Sept.  11.  1735, 
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it;  for  I  muft  confefs  my k\^  dull  chough  not  to  dif- 
eover  his  Dullnefs,  whatever  Fauhs  elfe  He  irray  have  ; 
and  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  no  Hiftorian  was  ever 
{o  univerfally  read,  by  all  Degrees  of  People,  in  this 
Kingdom ;  which  is  a  little  nrange,  if  He  really  de- 
fer ves  the  Charafter,  which  Mr.  Walpngham  hath 
given  Him  ;  for  what  can  be  the  Reafon  of  the  People's 
Backwardnefs  to  rt^djome  other  dull  Writers,  whofe 
Works  have  been  forced  upon  Them  vvith  the  utmofl 
induftr'ij  f 

But  I  muft  acquaint  this  hypercritical  Gentleman^  that 
it  is  not  Rapin  alone,  upon  whom  I  build,  but  the  Ja- 
thorities  He  quotes,  and  the  Concurrence  of  other 
Hi/lorians,  whom  I  have  confulted,  upon  the  fame 
Subjeft. 

Here,  perhaps,  Mrs.  Oshrne  will  come  in  to  the 
Squire'' s  Aid,  and  cry  out,  (as  She  hath  done  alieady) 
what  fignify  all  the  Authorities  of  *  Monks,  Fryers^  and 
»ther  Tale-'Tellers  ?  — —  Good  lackaday  !  who  would 
have  ever  thought  that  Dame  Osborne  iliould  be  fo  fe- 

vere  upon   Tale-'Tellers  F  —^ But,  with  her  Leav^,, 

where  there  are  no  other  Authoritii,s ,  We  mull  have 
Recourfe  to  The?n,  as  all  our  Hijiorians  have  had  be- 
fore ;  and,  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  their  Authority  is  fo  far 
from  being  of  no  Weight,  that  it  is  the  ftrongeft  We 
eould  poffibly  produce  ;  for  every  Body  knows  hovv 
partial  They  are  apt  to  be  in  their  ozvn  Catife ;  and 
therefore  We  may  be  afTured  that  whatever  They  fay 
of  Church  Affairs  is  not  mifreprefented,  or  flrain'd,  in 
Favour  cf  the  Layety. 

I  Ihall  now  conclude,  notwithftanding  Mr.  Waljtng- 
ham^  Cenfure,  vvith  one  more  Quotation  from  Mr. 
-  'Rapin,  and  another  from  his  Tra?ifuitor.  As  the  latter 
Hands  firll  in  order,    I  will  begin  Vv'ith  That. 

*  Gaz.July  19,  1735. 

Mr. 
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Mr-  Tindnly  in  his  Dedication  of  the  fecond  Volutne 
to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  hath  the  following  Paf- 
lage. 

"  We  have  likewife,  in  this  Part  of  Mr.  ^£' jR^/»zVs 
•*  H  ftory,  an  impartial  Account  of  the  Origin  of  our 
"  C(iujlitution ;  particularly  in  the  Dijpriation  on  the 
"  Government^  Laws,  &c.  of  the  Anglo-Saxons ;  and  a 
"  plain  Refutation  of  that  groundlefs  and  pernicious 
"  Notion,  ftarted  amongft  u^'  of  late  Years,  that  all  the 
•*  Rights  and  Prvuilege-s  of  the  People-  of  England  are 
"  hut  fo  many  Concefiions  of  their  Princes,  For  here 
**  all  may  be  convinced,  who  are  not  blinded  by  Edu- 
"  cation,  or  Prejudice,  that  our  Liberties  are  inter- 
"  woven  in  \\it  original  Fame  of  our  Government  %  and 
**  that,  notwithftanding  the  Alterations  and  Changes 
**  Time  and  other  Circumftances  may  have  brought 
"  with  them,  yet  this  Maxim,  that  no  Englifhman  is 
**  fubjeSi  to  any  Laws,  but  what  the  whole  Nation  hath 
**  confented  tOy  hath  all  along  been  deem'd  in  England 
**  as  the  Foundation,  and  Bafis  of  our  Conftitution. 

And  Mr.  Rapin  himfelf  obferves,  in  the  fame  Vo- 
lume, "  -f-  that  this  ^ejiion  hath  been  ftarted  only  to 
"  gratify  fuch  of  the  Kings,  as  have  endeavour'd  to 
**  ftretch  the  I'oyal  Prerogative  beyond  its  due 
**  Bounds.  /), 

f  VoL  2. p.  164. 
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H  E  Office  of  a  King,  or  fupreme  Magi^ 
/}rate,  hath  been  generally  elleem'd  the 
moil  arduous  of  all  Employments ;  and 
fo  no  Dombt  it  is,  in  fome  Countries,  or 
in  fome  particular  Conjundlures.  Biit 
the  ordinary  Duty  of  a  Ki?2g,  in  this 
Nation^,  is  (o  plainly  chalVd  out  by  the  Laws  and  Cu- 
^ms  of  the  Land,  that  I  can  fee  no  Difficnlties  in  it, 
which  may  not  be  furmounted  by  any  Man  of  a  pIniA 
Vnderftanding,  and  honefi  Intention.  The  commolft 
People  of  England,  as  well  as  in  moft  other  Countries, 
are  not  only  fond  of  Tomp  and  Grandeur^  but  fo  m^ch 
prejudiced  in  Favour  of  their  Governors^  that  Tliey 
can  hardly  be  induced  to  think  ill  of  Them,  or  fee  their 
Danger,  till  it  is  too  late  to  prevent  it.  Befides,  the 
Sovereign  is  plentifully  enabled  to  confer  fo  many  Fa- 
vours on  whom  He  pleafes,  and  to  do  fo  many  good, 
or  gracious  Aftions,  not  only  by  the  Largenefs  of  his 
Revenues,  but  the  vaft  Extent  of  his  executive  Power, 
that  Popularity  feems  to  be  a  natural  Concomitant  of 
the  Crown  ;  for  as  to  Contentions  amongft  great  Men, 
they  will  have  but  little  EfFeft  on  the  Body  of  the  People  ^ 
unlefs  their  own  Inter  eft  is  vifibly  concern'd  in  them. 

For  this  Reafon,  We  find  that  moft  of  our  Kingi 
have  afcended  the  Throne  am  id  ft  the  general  Shouts 
and  AcolamatVons  of  their  People,  who  are  always  ready 
.  to  flatter  Themfelves  with  the  Profpetl  of  happy  Times 
under  a  nezo  Reign,  and  never  withdraw  their  good 
Opinion,  till  They  find  Themfelves  difappointed.  Nay, 
it  h  almoft  inconceivable  what  little  Matters,  and  even 

meer 
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I  tneer  T^nfies,  will  catch  their  AfFeftions.  A  Coronation^ 
'  a  royal  Progre/s,  the  Ceremony  of  Duiing  in  publick^  or 
any  other  Way  of  a  Prince's  manifelling  Himfelf  to  the 
1  View  of  h-is  Subjedls,  hath  a  v/onderful  EiFedl  upon 
their  Minds,  •  and  captivates  many  at  iirfl:  Sight,  who 
might  have  received  ill  Impreffions  of  Him  before. 
The  humourous  hkutenant  is  not  the  only  Perfon,  who 
hath  fallen  in  Love  with  the  Face  of  a  Ki7ig,  and  turnM 
even  Loyalty  into  Ridicule,  by  extending  it  to  every 
paultry  Piece  of  Houjkold-Stuffy  or  good-for-nothi?ig  FeU 
lozv,  that  happens  to  belong  to  Him.  So  that  however 
the  Cares  and  Anxieties  attending  a  Crown  may  furniih 
Poets  and  Orators  with  Topicks  for  Declamation,  they 
are  not  of  fo  burthenfbme  a  Nature,  except  upon  fome 
extraordinary  Occaiions,  as  it  is  generally  imagined. 

To  what  therefore  can  it  be   owing  that  the  Reigns 

of  fo  many   of  our  Kings  have  been  inglorious,  unfortu- 

pate,  and  even  fatal  to  Themfelves  ?  If  We  may  give 

Credit  to  Hiftory,  it  evidently  proceeds  from  one  of 

thefe  Caufes ;  That  is,  either  from  the  ill  Defigns  and 

Attempts  of  the  Prince  hlmjelf^  againil:  the  Liberties  of 

his  Subjects ;  or  from  fuffering  fo7ne  other  Perfon  to  en^- 

grofs  his  Authority,  and  tyrannize  over  Them,  in  his 

Name.     There  may,  perhaps,  be  now  and  then  an  a-;/- 

happy  Prince,  who  falls  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Madnefs,  or 

unreajonable  Jealoujies  of  his  People  ;  but,   generally 

fpeaking,  they   are  Vi(^lims  to  their  own  bad  ConduB, 

or  blind   Confidence  in  their  Servants,     The   laji  of 

Thefe   is  of  much   the  worft  Confequence,  both  to  the 

People  and   the  Prince.     It  is  fo,    with  Regard  to  the 

former,    becaufe    Oppreffton    is    always    the    heavier, 

through  the  more  Hands  it  pafles ;  and  it  muft  certainly 

be   the   more  Heart-burning,    when   it  comes  from  a 

Fellow -Sub je^,  juil  lifted  above  Them,    than  from  one 

invelled  with  royal  Power.     As  to  the  latter,  what  can 

be  more  ignominious  than  for  a  great  King  to  become 

the  Tool  of  his  Minister,  and  in  a  Manner  change 

Stations  with  Him  ?   Such  mean  Condcfccntions  are 

not 
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not  only  diflionourable  but  dangerous ;  for  they  natu- 
rally create  Contempt,  as  well  as  Hatred,  in  the  Minds 
of  his  People ;  the  moft  terrible  Circumflance,  that  a 
Prmce  can  poffibly  fall  under. 

This  being  therefore  the  moft  perjiicious,  as  well  as 
the  moft  common  Evil  of  the  two,  it  cannot  be  im- 
proper to  explain  the  fatal  Tendency  of  it  a  little  far- 
ther. 

It  is  univerfally  acknowledged  that  the  ftrongeji 
Guard  of  a  Prince  confifts  in  the  Hearts  sf  his  People. 
But  how  can  He  expe^l  to  reign  (here,  if'He  permits  a 
Creature  (whom  He  hath  juft  raifed,  perhaps,  from 'the 
Duft)  to  drefs  Himfelf  out,  as  it  were,  in  the  ro^al 
Robes,  and  infolently  play  the  Part  of  a  King  ?  I  fome- 
times  fancy  to  myfelf  that  I  fee  a  Mock-Monarch  ftrut- 
ting  about  in  this  Manner,  with  the  Crown  upon  his 
Head,  and  the  Sceptre  in  his  Hand  ;  whilft  his  poor 
Majier  is  forced  humbly  to  dangle  after  Him,  and  hold 
up  his  Train. 

What  Pretenfions  can  a  Prince,  in  thefe  Circum- 
ftances,  have  to  the  AffeSiions  of  his  People  ;  which  can 
never  be  retained  without  knowing  their  Senfe' of  Things, 
and  redrefTmg  their  Grievances  ?  But  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  his  Governor,  who  is  Himfelf  the  greateft 
Grievance,  will  ever  let  Him  into  that  Secret, 
if  He  can  help  it ;  or  put  Him  in  a  Way  to  re- 
drefs  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  He  fhould  happen,  by 
great  Accident,  to  blunder  on  any  right,  or  popular 
Meajures,  He  will  be  fure  to  take  the  whole  Merit 
of  them  to  Himfelf',  but  if  any  dirty  Job  is  to  be  done, 
or  vile  Scheme  to  be  put  in  Execution,  his  Mafler  muft 
be  content  to  bear  the  Odium  of  it,  and  his  Agents  will 
be  order'd  to  whifper  it  about,  in  every  Corner  of  the 
Kingdom,  that  He  did  all  in  his  Power  to  prevent  it. 

There  is  another  Thing  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make 
a  Prince  beloved  and  efteem'd  by  his  Subjefts ;  I  mean 
a  facred  Regard  to  Veracity,  and  a  moft  inviolable  Ob- 
fervation  of  his  royal  Word\  which  ought  never  to  be 
falfify^,   or  proftituted,  upon  any  Occafion.    It  was  a 

glorious 
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glorious  Saying  of  King  John  of  France,  (who  lived  in 
£;;^/^?z^  for  many  Years,   and  at  laft  died  here)   "  that 
*•  if  Faith  and  Truth  were  banifh'd  from  the   Reft  of 
*'  the  World,    they  ought  always  to  be  preferved  in  the 
"  Mouth  of  ^/;?g" J  "——But   how   is   it  poffiblefor  a 
Prince,  in  fuch  a  State  of  ^<^^//7g-(?  asl  havedefcribed, 
to  keep  his  Honour  untainted,  in   this  Particular  ?   Be- 
ing induftrioufly    kept  in  Ignorance  by  his  Regent-Mi- 
fter,    and   obliged   to   utter   whatever   is  put  into  his 
Mouth,  He  ■  t> ,.  always  liable  to  be  impofed  upon,  and 
fometimes  made  to  declare  Things  unworthy  of  a  King, 
under   a   firm  Perfuafion  that  they  are  ftridly  true  ;  or, 
at  leaft,  without  knowing  any  Thing  to  the  contrary. 
This  is  too  often  the  Cafe,    in  moft  Countries  ;  efpeci- 
illy  when  the  Prince  hath   the  Misfortune  to  fall  into 
|:heHandsof  a  Man,  who  hath  thrown  off  all  Regard 
1  or  Veracity,  and  even  makes  a  Jell  of  it. 
\    When   a  Minijier  hath  reduced   his  Mafter  to  this 
nelancholy  Condition,  it  is  neceffary  to  conceal  it  from 
Hlim,    as  much  as  poffible  ;  and  to  make  Him  believe 
hat  He  is /i^/»///^r,  at  the  fame  Time.     For  this  Pur- 
jofe,    He  will  fometimes    hire  a  ragged  Mob   to  huzza 
iim,    when    He  goes  abroad,  and  imitate  the  volun- 
ary  Acclamations  of  2i  joyful  Multitude.     He  will  like- 
viTeget  his  Levee  crouded  with  aTwther  Mob  of  Mer- 
;naries,.  in   fine    Cloaths,    to  cringe,  fawn,    and  flatter, 
ccording  to  antient   Cuilom,  and  do  all  the  Honours 
F  a  Court,  which  have  been  in  Ule  there  Time  out  of 
.liiid.     But  were  the  Prince  to  Hand  behind  a  Screen, 
nd  fee  the  different  Kind  of  Incenfe,    that  is   offer'd  at 
lis  Minifer''s  Shrine,  He  would  foon  find   that   all  the 
,  ^fpeft,  paid    to  Himfelf    Avas    only  meer  Fdrm  >  and 
1  mmace,  in  Comparifon  with  the  other.     What  Adula- 
lon  0^  Pojiure,  what  Supplication   of  Voice,   what  Pro- 
niions  ^{  Attach inent I  and  what  a  fixt  Look  of  Earnef- 
cjs  would  He  difcover  in  the  Faces  of  all  about  Him  ? 
■  7here  would  befometliing  very  ufeful  and  inftrudtive  to 
Vol.  XIV.  Y  ^Prince, 
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m-Prhue^  as  well  as  entertainingy  in  fuch  a  SpeSacle  ; 
efpecially,  were   it  poffible  for  Him  to  penetrate   into 
the  Secrets  of  \hs.  mi?iifterial  Cabinet,  whtxt  all  dark 
RV\d'?77y/feriot/s  Affairs  are  tranfafted.     Befides  the  com- 
mon Herd   o^  Pla^e-men,  Penfioners,  ProjeBors,  Infor- 
mer s,   and  other  Levee-Hunters,  He  might  fee  one  Man 
bargaining  for    the   Deputy-Command  of  the  Army  ; 
another  hr  x\\q  Sub-Intendency  of  the  Fleet  ;  and  a 
third ^ox  the  Pillage  of  a   Province,  or  a  Colony. 
Immediately  after.  He   might  behold  a  Couple  of  grave 
Bifhops  offering   their  Service  as  Prime-Minifter^   under 
Him,  for  Ecclefi  aft  teal  Affair  s^    and  vying  with  one 
another  who  fhall  moft  effeftnally  give  up  the  Liberties 
gf  the  People,  by  Way  of  Premium.      Perhaps,  He 
might  likewile  fee  fome  of  the  leading  Viffenters  come 
t^  Him  with  the  fame  pious  Offer,  upon  Condition  that 
He  will  undertake  their  Caufe,  according,  to  repeated 
Promifcs,  or  give  Them   an  Equivalent  for  betraying 
their  Brethren,  as  in  Times  pall. 

To  Thefe  would  fuccecd  a  numerous  Train  oi  infe- 
rior Votaries  ;  fome  of  whom  are  ready  to  proftitute 
their  own  Confciences,  in  Confideration  of  Places  or 
P'enfions  for  their  Sons,  Relations,  and  Baftards ;  or, 
vice  verja,  to  let  out  their  Confciences  to  Hire,  for  the 
fime  Reward  to  T^he?nfelves.  He  might  fee  one  Man 
demanding  the  Performance  of  his  Promife,  for  having 
facrificed  a  Wife,  a  Sifter,  or  a  Daughter  to  his  Plea- 
fures ;  and  another,  juft  at^,hi3  Elbow,  claiming  the 
fame  Reward,  for  doing  Him   the  good  Office  of  lying 

with  Her. In  fhoit,    there  would  appear  a  com- 

pleat  Scene  of  Jobbing,  gartering.  Corruption,  Ve- 
nality and  Proftitution,  of  all  Kinds,  and  in  every 
5hape. 

The  Pra£lices  of  Courtiers,  in  xhis  Refpeft,   may  be 

aptly  enough  compared  to  Thofe  o^  Popijh  Bigots,  whc 

..:  pay  more  Adoration   to  the  Liol,  (whether  o^ Stock,  or 

Stone,  of  }Food,  Brafs,  or  other  Metal,)    than   to  the 

Saint 
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Sa'uit,  or  Deity^  whom  it  reprefent?.  And,  indeed,  how 
fhould  it  be  otherwile  ?  For,  as  Sir  Johti  Dcnham  ob- 
ferves  in  his  ^ophy. 

The  Beaft  obep  y^i;  Keeper,  and  looks  up 
Not  to  his  Matter's,  but  his  Feeder's  Hfind. 

The  ordinary  Cnttle  of  a  Court  are  jail  the  faiiie  with 
Thoie  in  the  Fields  and  apply  as  naturally  to  their 
Keeper^  ox  feeder^  for  Provender. 

It  very  rarely  happens  that  Jf^airs  abroad  fncceed 
much  better  than  at  homey  under  fuch  a  77iinifterial 
Government.  Foreign  Courts  always  keep  their  Eyes 
upon  the  general  Bent  of  the  People^  in  a  free  Ccuniiy 
efpecialiy,  as  well  as  upon  the  Viezus  of  Thofe  at  the 
Hcltn,  and  (eldom  pay  much  Regard  to  the  latter,  when 
They  run  dlredlly  counter  to  \\\c  former. 

It  may  therefore  be  afferied,  with  great  Truth,  that 
«  Pritue,  who  fufFers  his  Minifer  to  ufurp  an  ahJoJute 
Power,  difhonours  Himfelf  as  much  as  He  injures  his 
People.  He  is  only  a  Slave  of  the  firfi  Magnitude, 
and  therefore  of  the  greatefi  Infamyi  a  Slave  to  his 
Servant,  inftead  of  being  the  Father  of  his 
People. 

Whilil  I  was  employing  my  Thoughts  upon  this 
SubjeSl,  I  received  a  Prefent  from  an  unknown  Hand, 
of  an  excellent  Pamphlet,  intitled,  the  fatal  Confcquen- 
ces  of  MiN  [sTERiAL  Influence  j  or  the  Difference 
ietzoeen  Roy Ai.  Power  and  Ministerial  Power 
truely  fated,  tsfc.  in  which  that  Point  is  fully  ex- 
plained, and  fet  in  a  clear  Light.  But  as  I  make  no 
Doubt  that  this  Treatife  will  foon  be  in  every  Body's 
Hands,  I  fhall  not  anticipate  the  Reader's  Pleafure,  by 
any  Quotations  from  it. 

I  chufe  rather  to  conclude,  at   prefent,   with  fomc 

general  Marks,  by  which  a  Prince  may  difcover  when 

He  is  in  Danger  of  falling  imofuch  an  unhappy  State  \ 

for  as  Perjons  in  that  exalted  Station  cannot   converfe 

V  y  2  abrgadf 
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abroad,  like  other  People,  and  feldom  hear  the  plain 
Truth  at  home,  the  Toils  are  often  fpread  about  Them, 
when  They  are  the  leaft  aware  of  them .  I  am  there- 
fore in  Hopes  that  a  modeft  Premonitioi::,  of  this  Kind, 
may  be  of  fome  Ufe  in  future  Ages,  to  which  I  write 
for  I  have  nothing  to  do,  in  this  Paper,  with  the  pre- 
Jent. 

And,  firfl^  when  a  frince  obferves  that  many  No- 
blemen and  Gentlemen,  of  the  moft  antient  Families,  the 
largeft  Eftate",  and  the  greateft  Credit  in  the  Kingdom, 
abient  Themfelves  ^rom  Court  \  it  concerns  Him  to 
make  a  ftrifl  Enquiry  into  ihe  true  Caufes  of  it,  and  fee 
whether  it  proceeds  from  any  DilaiFedion  to  Himfelf 
and  his  Fafnily,  or  from  the  fecret  Pradlices  and  infolent 
Condudl  of  fhofe  about  Him. 

2.  There  is  great  Reafon  to  fufpedl  fomewhat  of  this 
Kind,  if  He  perceives  the  Minijler  and  his  Agents,  both 
male  and  female,  more  than  ordinary  follicitous  in  fix- 
ing bad'Impreffions  o^  fuch  Per/on s  upon  his  Mind,  and 
taking  all  Opportunities  to  reprefent  Them  in  an  invi- 
dious Light. 

3.  It  is  farther  Matter  of  Sufpicion,  when  Men  of 
unquejiiond  Worth  and  Fidelity  throw  up  great  Pojis, 
without  any  declared  Motive  ;  and  Others,  of  the  fame 
Rank,  are  induced  to  accept  of  them  with  a  vifible 
Reluftancy. 

4.  When  moil  of  the  Counties,  Cities,  and  great 
trading  Tozvns  return  Members  to  Parliament,  in  Oppo- 
fition  toThofe  fet  up  and  fuppoited  hyt Court- Inter ejl, 
if  nothing  elfe  ;  it  is  a  ftrong  Indication  that  the  Mi- 
nijier   is  not  liked  in  thofe  Places. 

^.  Where  feveral  Points  are  carry 'd  in  Parliament, 
wi\h  great  Difficult)^,  and  a  Jniall  Majority,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  a  Prince  to  confult  fome  impartial  Perfons  upon 
what  Grounds  the  Oppofition  was  founded,  and  not  rely 
implicitly  upon  the  Report  of  Thofe,  whole  Intereft  it  is 
to  deceive  Him. 

6.  When 
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6.  When  Things  are  open'd  to  Him,  at  firft,  very 
tenderly,  and  by  Piece-meal,  or  as  it  were  by  Accident, 
and  afterwards  refumed,  upon  the  leaft  Encoufragement, 
as  his  ozu?t  Points  ;  it  is  another  Ihrewd  Sign  that  the 
Minijier  is  endeavouring  to  make  a  Property  of  Him^ 
and  father  Meafures  upon  Him,  which  were  long  before 
concerted  in  his  own  Clofet. 

7.  \{  foreign  Powers  fhew  a  manifeft  Coldnefs  and 
Indifference  to  all  his  good  Offices  and  Propofitions,  even 
at  a  Time,  when  They  ftand  moft  in  Need  of  a  Media- 
ior  ;  to  what  can  He  impute  it  but  the  mean  Opinion 
They  entertain  of  ^/^^>  who  are  known  to  prefide  in 
his  Councils  ? 

8.  But,  above  all,  when  extraordinary  Sums  of  Mo- 
ney are  required  for  fecret  Services,  that  are  not  fit  to 
bear  the  Light,  it  behoves  a  Prince,  in  the  ftrongeft 
Manner,  to  examine  the  Reafons  why  his  Government 
cannot  be  carry'd  on  without  fuch  Methods,  which. 
have  been  always  attended  with  Complaints,  and  fome- 
times  with  fatal  Confequences. 

I  could  add  feveral  other  Marks,  of  the  fame  Kind  i 
but  Theie  fhall  fuffice,  at  prefent  \  and  I  will  only  ob- 
ferve  that  although  a  wife  Prince^  may  be  deluded  in  this. 
Manner,  for  fome  Time,  He  will  not  endure  it  long,  if 
He  hath  any  Spirit,  when  the  Mask  is  taken  off,  aui 
minijierial  tyranny  glares  Him  full  in  the  Face. 

D, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

yuj?-  arrived  from  Holland. 
The  greatefi  Curiojity    in    Europe. 

BE  I NG  a  FINE  LARGE  DovE,  of  the  male 
Kind,  lineally  dejcended  from  That  of  Mount  Ararat  r 
^hich  hath  had  the  Honour  to  be  jhewn  in  feveral 
Court Sy  and  given  intire  SatisfaSiion. 

His  Feathers  are  form' d  exaBly  in  the  Shape  cfOXiMt- 
Leaves,  with  a  little  Tuft  juft  riflng  upon  his  Head, 
fomewhat  li\e  a  Coronet.  He  is  of  juch  a  wonderful 
pacifick  Nature,  that  as  foon  as  He  begins  to  coo,  the 
mop  inveterate  Enemies  cannot  help  /baking  Handsy  and 
growing  Friends  again.  He  hath  not  only  reconciled  fe- 
veral M-qw  a?id  their  Wives,  after  all  other  Remedies- 
have  proved  ineffeBual,  but  alfo  divers  great  Princes, 
who  have  had  an  hereditary  Hatred  againft  each  other-f 
for  man-^  Generations.  , 

He  iikemfe  fings  a  Variety  of  merry.  Tunes  and 
Catches,  to  the  Admiration  of  all  that  have  heard 
Him'. 

To  Be  feen  every  Day  during  the  Sitting  of  Parlid- 
ment,  in  a  Room  adjoining  to  the,  Court  of  Requcfts  j 
where  all  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  are  defired  to  fatisfy 
their  Curiojityy  before  Hs  is  fent  abroad  again.         iVI 


SATURDAY, 
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A  V I  N  G  always  been  a  great  Admir- 
er of  the /^/r  5^^,  and  an  Advocate  for 
Them  upon  feveral  Occafions,  I  hope 
They  will  not  take  it  ill  •  of  Me  for  ob- 
ferving  that  one  of  their  Complaints 
feems  to  be  groundlefs  and  unreafonable ; 
I  mean,  that  We  engrofs  the  Management  of  StaU-Jf- 
fain  to  ourfelves. 

A'a  for  domejiick  Government^  They  are  fo  fully  ella- 
biilh'd  in  the  Poffefrion  of  it,  from  Time  immemorial, 
that  no  wife  Man  will  pretend  to  difpute  it  with  Them  ; 
and  if  We  look  into  Hiftory,  We  fhall  find  that  They 
have  always  had  a  confiderable  Share  in  the  Condufl  of 
the  political  World. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  all  Nations  have  agreed  in 
exempting  Them  from  the  Drudgery  o^  miniJlerialQ.nd 
fiibordinate  Fun^ions ;  but,  in  moil  of  the  free  States 
of  Europe ^  They  are  legally  intitled  to  the  fupreme 
Magijfraey  itfelf,  upon  Failure  of  male  IJJue ;  and  I  am 
furprized  at  thofe  Nations,  ^vhich  have  prefumed  to 
exclude  Them  from  it ;  for,  generally  fpeaking.  They 
are  blefs'd  with  excellent  intriguing  Heads,  a  good  deal 
cf  Spirit,  and  other  necefiary  Qualifications  for  Go- 
vernment. This  is  the  Reafon,  perhaps,  that  induced 
the  Antients  to  reprefent  Wifdom  under  the  Figure  of 
a  Woman  ;  and  their  Judgment,  in  this  Refpeft,  might 
be  confirm'd  by  a  thoufand  Inftances  from  antient  and 
modern  Hiibry  ;  but  they  are  fo  well  known,  that  it 
isalmoft  needlcfs  to  particularize  any  of  them.  I  fhall 
therefore  mention  only  Boadicea,  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
in  our  own  Country,  who  equalled  the  moll  famous  of 

our 
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our  Kings,  both  in  the  Camp  and  the  Cabinet,  though- 
with  different  Succefs. 

It  is  likewife  true  that  fome  ^eens,  who  had  the 
Right  of  Government  in  their  own  Perfbnis,  { particulai-ljr 
the  late  Queen  Mary,  and  the  prefent  Queen  of  Sweden) 
thought  ftt  to  refigti  the  Adminiftration  of  it  into  the 
Hands  of  their  Husbands ;  from  whence  it  may  be  in- 
fer'd,  perhaps,  that  They  were  confcious  of  their  own 
Inequality  to  fuch  an  Employment.     But,  on  the  other 
Hand,  how  many  Kings  fhall  We  find,  who  have  been 
fo  well  apprized  of  the  fuperior  Abilities  of  their  royai 
Conforts,  that  They  have  delivered  up  the  Reins  of 
Government  into  their  Hands,  without  any  inherent 
Right ;  or,  at  leaft,  fuffer*d  Themlelves  to  be  led  by 
Them,  without  knowing  it  ?  Of  This  likewife  there 
are  frequent  Inflances  in  our  Hijfory  -,  but  zsfuch  Kind 
if  Petticoat-Government  has  too  often  proved  fatal  both 
to  Prince  and  People,  I  chufe  to  draw  the  Eyes  of  my 
Readers  to  a  neighbouring  Kingdom ;  where  there  is, 
at  prefent,  a  moft  illuftrious  Example  of  a  ^een,  who 
not  only  relieves  her  Husband  from  the  Fatigues  of 
Government  at  Home,  but  hath  put  all  the  Powers  of 
Europe  in  a  Ferment,  for  feveral  Years  paft.     Indeed, 
She  hath  always  done  This,  in  Concert  with  a  favou- 
rite Minifter,  whom  She  adopted,  as  it  were,  into  a 
Partnerfhip  of  her  Throne,  like  fome  of  the  antient  Ro- 
man Emperors,  and  divided  the  Sovereigntyyvith  Him. 
But  as  her  Name  is  made  Ufe  of  upon  all   Occalions-, 
it  cannot  detract  from  her  Chara<5ler   any  more  than 
from  That  of  feveral  great  Kings,  who  have  repofed 
the  fame  Truft  and  Confidence  in  their  Minifters. 

The  Reader,  I  fuppofe,  will  be  able  to  guefs  at  the 
Lady  I  mean,  when  I  add  that  Cardinal  Alberoni  was 
her/?/  favourite  and  Colleague.  A  late  Writer  ha- 
ving informed  us  by  what  fcandalous  Methods  this  in- 
folent  Minifter  rofe,  from  a  low  Original,  to  the  Height 
of  her  Majeftfs  Favour,  gives  us  the  following  Ac-. 

count 
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'  count  how  They  both  held  the  Kijig  in  Subjeftion   to 
Them. 

"  *  This  Docility  in  Hm  went  fo  far,  that  even 
"  on  publick  and  folemn  Day?,  as  of  Befa-manos,  (our 
•'  Amiiz'erjaries)  and  the  like,  where  it  was  moft  ne- 
*'  eeilary  for  Him  to  a6l  the  King,  and  where  He 
"  was  fondell  of  appearing  in  that  Chara^ery  it  was 
"  plain  his  Frczvns  and  Smiles  were  all  beiiowM  ac- 
*'  cording  to  better  "Judgment  than  bis  own.  At  other 
*'  Time5,  He  devoted  Himfelf  in  tire)  y  to  conjugal 
"  Fun£tions.,  wifely  committing  the  Welfare  of  Hirn- 
*'  felf,  his  Children  and  People  to  the/?;//^  able  Coun- 
"  fellor^  who  was  thought  worthy  to  dire6l  the  ^.een. 

*'  She,  on  her  Side,  was  moft  unwearied  in  her 
*'  Duty,  both  as  an  eafy  complying  Wife,  and  a  tufy 
''^  Jlately  ^een.  She  was  the  more  jealous  and  often - 
"  tacious  of  Majejly,  becaufe  lifted  up  to  it  from  the 
"  Daughter  of  a  petty  Italian  Prince ;  and  took  every 
**  Opportunity  of  dilplaying  to  the  Eyes  of  the  World 
**  the  full  Extent  of  her  Influence  over  her  Husband. 

*'  The  King  was,  at  iirft,  a  good  deal  prejudiced 
**  againil  Alberoni,  hot  only  from  his  being  a  mo/i 
**  immoral  Liver ,  and  avowedly  7io  Chrijlian,  though 
"  a  "zealous  Churchman,  but  from  his  having  formerly ' 
*'  been  guilty  of  a  moft  fignal  Breach  of  Truft,  and 
*'  Difreped  to  liis  ro-^al  Per/on.  But  the  ^een  refolv- 
*'  ing  to  do  as  well  "by  Alberoni,  as  He  had  done  by 
'•'  Her,  was  not  at  all  dilcouraged  at  this  feeming  Dif- 
*'  Hculty.  She  was  rather  pleafed  with  it,  as  it  af- 
"  forded  Her  an  Opportunity  of  better  manifefting  her 
*'  Power-,  and,  indeed,  She  got  it  over  with  fo  much 
*'  Eafe,  that  from  that  Time  forward  there  was  no- 
'^  thing  fo  difficult,  or  prepofterous,  which  She  had  not 
*'  the  Courage  to  undertake,  when  She  thought  her  In- 
*'  tercft  required  it. 

"  True 

*  Moral  Refie6iions  on  the  Minijlry  of  Cardinal  Al- 
beroni,  />..  13. 
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*'  True  it  is,  (fays  the  fame  Author)  that,  in  a  Fit 
**  of  /■//  Humour^  He  would  now  and  then  fancy  He 
"  was  Ma/}er ;  but  That  was  very  feldom,  and  never 
"  went  farther  than  a  little  huffing  and  grumblin^,^ 
*'  with  ?ifeza  hard  Words  at  moft.  Upon  fuch  Occa- 
**  fions,  all  that  the  ^een  and  Alberoni  had  to  do,  was 
**  to  threaten  that  They  would  no  longer  trouble 
*^  Themfelves  with  Him^  or  his  Kingdom.  This  Ter- 
**  ror,  quicken'd  by  a  deep  Conviftion  that  He  and 
**  his  dear  Prerogative  had  no  earthly  Support  but  in 
"  V:>em  alone,  conftantly  wrought  in  Him  a  fpeedy 
*'  and  fmcere  Repentance;  and  \kit  ^een  (who could 
**  not  find  in  her  Heart  to  leave  fuch  a  Husband  to 
*'  Himfelf,  and  to  a  Nation,  in  which  He  wis  a  Stran- 
**  ger)  moved  by  his  Submifiion,  pardon'd  all,  and 
"  chearfuliy  purfued  her  painful  Task,  as  if  He  had 
**  never  been  reftiff,  nor  ever  would   be  fo  again. 

One  would  naturally  think  that  a  Man,  who  had 
been  fo  amply  rewarded  for  his  good  Offices  to  the 
^een,  and  fo  patiently  fubmitred  to  by  the  King, 
would  have  had  the  Gratitude,  at  leaft,  to  treat  Them 
^otbwiih  an  uncommon  Degree  of  Acknowledgment 
and  Refped.  But,  inftead  of  This,  We  are  told  "  *  that 
**  the  Secret  He  moft  commonly  made  Ufe  of  to 
*'  fcreen  Himfelf,  as  much  as  He  well  cculd,  from  pub- 
**  lick  Hatred  and  private  Refentmenti ,  was  laying 
**  the  Odium  upon  their  Majejfies  ;  and,  the  better  to 
"  eiFcfl  it.  He  fpokeofThem  at  all  Times,  to  who- 
*'  ever  would  bear  to  hear  Him,  either  with  the  utmofi 
"  Contempt,  or  with  the  utmoft  Exaggeration  of  their 
**  imperious  and  intraSiable  Tempers.  Nay,  fo  confum- 
**  mate  a  Hypocrite  was  He,  that  He  often  lamented 
"  the  Fate  of  the  poor  Spaniards,  with  Tears  in  his 
**  Eyes  5  bewailing  Himfelf  ftill  more  than  Them,  as 
**  moft  expofed  to  thofe  terrible  Humours,  and  alas ! 
'*  fometimes  even  to  bear   the  Blame  of  them.     Nor 

**  was 

*  Page  43. 
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"  was  He  in  the  leaft  apprehenfive  that  his  moft  Jhock^ 
**  ingj  and  moft  inconftderatj  Speeches  fhould  be  re* 
**  peated  to  their  Majefiies ;  fo  ftriftly  were  the  A<:- 
"  celTes  to  Them  guarded  againlt  Reporters  of  b9tb> 
««  Sexesy  whofe  Conrciences  might  prompt  Them  to  be 
<«  indifcreet. 

But  at  laft  He  had  fo  far  alienated  the  Affedlions  of 
the  People  from  their  Majefties,  and  exafperated  the 
greateji  foreign  Courts  z%2\xi^  Himfelf,  by  his  rafh  and 
precipitate  Meafures,  that  They  Avere  obliged  to  difmifs 
Him  from  their  Service,  and  fend  Him  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  in  order  to  remove  all  Objiacles  to  Fence,  as 
the  King  exprefs'd  it  under  his  own  Hand. 

Having  taken  this  necefTary  Step,  to  the  great  Joy  of 
the  whole  Kingdom,  as  well  as  of  all  Eur  ope ,  the  Court 
of  Spain  acceded  to  the  ^adruple  Allyance  ;  by  which 
the  eventual  Succeffion  to  the  Dufchies  of  7/^r/7//)^and 
Parma  was^fecured  to  her  Majefty's  eldeft  Son,  the  re- 
no  wn'd  Don  Carlos. 

But  her  Majefty  having  the  Misfortune,  fome  Time- 
afterward?,  to  repofe  the  fame  Confidence  in  Ripperda^ 
as  She  had  before  done  in  Jlberoni,  whofe  Creature  andf* 
Tool  He  was,  She  was  drawn  into  another  Scene  of 
Difficulties,  and  at  laft  infamoufly  betray 'd  by  Him, 
rotwithftanding  the  Rewards,  Riches  and  Honours,  with 
which  She  had  loaded  Him,  in  fo  extravagant  a 
Manner. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  concerning  the  Miniftry  of  the 
Marquefs  de  la  Paz,  and  Mr.  Patinho^  who  lucceeded 
this  abandoned  Proftiiute  in  her  A^Iajefty's  good  Graces ; 
being  willing  to  afcribe  the  great  Advantages,  which 
were  ilipulated  and  effecluated  for  her  dear  Son,  by  the 
^rent^  of  Seville y  to  her  A/Jajefty's  own  royal  Wifdom, 
and  notable  Add refs  in  Negotiation.  I  fliall  only  ob- 
ferve  that  his  immediate  Jntrodu£\ion  into  Italy^  with  a 
large  Body  of  Spanijh  Troops,  gave  her  A^Iajeily  an  Op- 
portunity of  putting  her  Dcfign  in  Execution,  and 
placing  the  Crown  of  two  Kingdoms  upon  her  Son's 
Head. 

It 


I 
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It  muft  be  confefs'd,  indeed,  that  "her  too  follicittsus 
Care  for  aggrandizing  Him  ftill  farther  had  like  to  have 
defeated  all  her  Schemes  ;  for^  if  We  may  give  any 
Credit  to  common  Report,  -  fome  private  Overtures,  on 
her  Part,  to  the  Court  of  Vienna,  laid  the  Bafis  of  the 
late  Negotiations  between  that  Court  and  France,  .which 
cannot  be  very  agreeable  to  her  Cathoiick  Majejiy,  as 
they  tend  to  clip  the  Wings  of  that  '^oung  Eagle,  who 
feem'd  to  be  foaring  to  Imperial  Dignity. 

However,  fome  particular  Gentlemen,  whom  I  couH* 
name,  are  infinitely  obliged  to  Her,  upon  this  Account; 
and  ought  to  return  her  Thanks,  in  the  moft  folemn 
Manner,  for  having  undone  their  bungling  Work,  and 
extricated  Them  o\it  o^  Difficulties,  \NhiQh.  it  was  ab- 
folutely  impoffible  for  Them  to  have  done  Ihemfelves. 

It  mull  likewife  be  acknowledged,  that  all  thefe  fine 
Projeds  of  a  female  Brain,  in  Purfuit  o^  foreign  Do- 
minions, have  been  lb  far  from  being  of  any  Ufe  or  Ser- 
vice to  the  Spanifh  Nation  in  general,  that  they  have 
impoverifli'd  and  exhaufted  it  to  a  very  great  Degree. 
But  This  will  not  be  any  Diminution  of  her  Majcfty*s 
^lory,  in  After-Times.  On  the  contrary.  She  will  be 
deliver'd  down  to  future  Generations,  as  a  Princef  of 
fignal  Spirit  and  Dexterity,  who  made  Ufe  of  a  great 
Kingdom,  as  well  as  an  indulgent  Husband,  to  provide 
for  her  own  Family,  in   fo  handfome  a  Manner. 

I  mention  theie  Particulars,  in  Anfwer  to  an  Ob- 
je£lion,  on  one  Side,  that  the  Ladies  are  not  properly 
qualify 'd  for  the  Management  o'i  political  Affairs;  and 
to  fhew  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  a  Complaint,  on  the 
ether,  that  They  are  not  admitted  to  any  Share  in  it. 
The  Cafe  I  have  mentioned  is  a  full  Confutation  both  of 
one  and  the  other  ;  which  cannot  be  better  confirm'd 
than  by  a  Paragraph  in  a  late  Paper,  where  the  Qu  tEN 
cf  Spain  is  fpoken  of  as  the  only  Person  ///  that 
Court,  whofe  Confent  is  requilite  to  i\i£  Preliminaries 
agreed  upon  between  France  and  the  Etnperor.  I  Aall 
therefore  conclude  this  Paper  with  fo  great  an  Autho- 
rity, y 

"  Nor 
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"  *  Nor  can  it  be  doubLed  that  this  Exchange  of  th 
**  Dominions  of  Tufcany  for  the  two  Sicilies  will  be 
**  accepted  by  Spa:?i  ;  though  the  Slownefs  of  that 
'*  Court  in  every  Thing,  which  regards  the  Pundilh 
**  of  Honour,  mayoccalion  fome  Delay.  The  fuperior 
**  Splendor  of  iho.  regal  Dignity,  and  tne  Advantage  of 
**  a  better  Dominion  than  the  Queen  of  Spain  could 
-**  obtain  for  her  Son  by  any  former  Treaty  ;  the  Hazard 
.«*  of  expofing  All  to  the  Chance  of  a  JVar,  wherein  all 
**  the  Powers  of  ^^^rtj/d?  will  be  united  zgd.m^  Spain; 
•*  and  the  certain  Profped  of  gaining  nothing  by  the 
•*-  moit  obilinate  Refuial ;  all  thefe  Circumftances  make 
'***  it  more  than  probable  that  the  Court  of  Spain  will 
**  accept  of  the  Terms,  which  are  ofFei'd. 

*  Gaz.  Jan.  i6j    1735-6. 

N^jco.    Saturday,  Jan,  31,   1735-6. 


r^  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  £/^; 


5     /    Ry 

'  H  E  Vanity  of  human  Learning  hath  been 
the  Subject  of  many  Pens ;  and  I  think 
there  cannot  be  a  ilronger  Proof  of  it 
than  to  confider  that  moft  of  the  The- 
ories of  antient  Philofophers,  Aftronomeriy 
and  Mathematicians  have  been  overturned 
by  Thofe,  who  fucceeded  Them.  This  is,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  the  Cafe  oiAriJiotle,  Archimedes,  and  Ptolomyy 
whofeSyftemsare  generally  out  of  Date  ;  and  I  am  very 
far  from'  being  convinced  that  Thofe  ot  Copernifus,  Sir 
Vol.  XIV.  Z  If^ai 
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I/a ac  Newton  and  DwHnlleyw'AX  not  meet  with  the 
iarne  Fate,  by  Tonie  future  Difcovenes.  But  the  Foll^ 
of  Learning  csixinot  be  better  demonllrated,  at  prefentj 
than  by  the  Cafe  of  feveral  great  Writers  upon  Govern^ 
ynent^  in  our  own  Nation,  whole  Authority  hath  been 
lately  demolifhM  by  a  Conftellation  of  illiterate  Wits, 
that  make  fo  fhining  a  Figiue  in  the  Gazetteer. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Walfingha7n,  who  is  placed  at  thq 
Head  of  this  Undertaking,  hath  diftinguifh'd  Himfelf 
in  a  remarkable  Manner  againft  thofe  -Writers^  from 
whom  He  hath  pick'd  up  aljl  his  little  Knowledge .  of 
Uijlory  2iYid  Politicks ;  particularly  the  late  Mr.  Trert- 
thardy  and  Monfieur  Rapin ;  to  the  former  of  whom 
He  vouchfafes  the  Charafter  of  a  very  honeft  Gentleman^ 
but  all  his  Arguments  againft  zjiandifig  Army  are  meer 
Trafh  in  his  Eyes  ;  and  as  to  the  latter.  He  tells  us, 
-in  fo  many  Words,  that  He  is  the  dullefi  of  dull  Wri-^ 
Urs.  1  was  a  little  furprized,  as  well  as  You,  Mr. 
U'Afiven,  at  fo  hard  a  Cenfure  of  Monfieur  Rapin, 
who  was  a  thorough  Whig  in  the  State ,  a  Presbyteriat, 
in  the  Church,  ( if  T  may  ufe  that  ExpreiTion  )  and  flip! 
no  Opportunity  of  lafliing  the  Tories,  in  the  lad  foui 
-Years  of  Queen  ^??»^.  This,  one  would  think,  mighi 
have  recommended  Him  to  a  little  better  Quaiter  from 
Mr.WalJingham.  But,  perhaps,  the  true  Caufe  of  thij 
•Pvefentment  againft  Him  may  be,  that  the  general  Drifi 
of  his  Pliftory  will  not  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  iovixt  mo 
dern  Schemes.  He  talks  too  freely  about  the  Nature  o 
our  antient  Confliiution  ;  and,  what  is  ftill  worfe,  hat) 
Ihewn  that  the  Misfortunes  of  moft  of  our  Prince 
"have  proceeded  from  their  obftinate  Support  of  evi 
■Minijiers,  againft  the  general  Cries  of  their  injurei 
People. 

The  profound  Mrs.  Osborne  hath  gone  ftill  farther 
and  a£led  tlie  Part  of  a  meer  Drawcavfir,  hewinj 
down  before  Her  all  Writers,  antient  and  modern 
who  -prefume    to   ftand    in  her  Way.      hs    to   ou 

Hlftorians 
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*  Hijforians,  in  the  8^xj?ji  aiid  "Norman  Times,  Tftey 
were  only  a  Parcel  of  Monks,  Friars  and  Tale-Tellers. 
I  -— .  f  5^/^r;^.  ?^///,  Hody,  Tyrrel,  Weji  and  5^  Amand 
were  romeofThem  good  Ajihqunries  enough;  l>ut  did 
not  underftand  the  Frmdples  of  Liberty.  — —  Arch- 
bifhop  Tillotfon  \  was  a  fd'z/^  and  a  ^^^t?^  itfi^;^  ;  but  pro- 
digioujiy  miff aken  about  the  Nature  of  civil  Power. 

j[  Mr.  Locke  binifelf  did  not  fully  underjland 

the  Principles  OF  hi'Bs.KiY  ;  for  He  was  puxzled 
about  NATURAL  RiGHTs. -  —  And  even  the  immortal 
•■f  Algernon  Sydney  7nade  Ufe  of  the  same  Cant 
Terms.  — —  I  likewife  remember  that  She  fome where 
allows  Mr.  Addifon  a  fine  Imagination ;  but  He  had  not 

t\\t   Faculty  of  Re  a  fining. Bifhop  Burnet  was  a 

Man  of  a  hot  teeming  Head,  and  therefore  ought  to  have 

BO  Credit,  or  Authority. Mr.  Hafnbdcn^  Dr.  U Ave-  - 

nanty  and  Others^  have  occaiionally  fallen  under  the 

feme  Cenfure. In  fiiort,  I  cannot  find    that  any 

Writers  thoroughly  underflood  the  Principles  of  Liber ts^ 
or  the  Nature  of  an  Argument,  except  Herfelf  Bifhop 
Ho  ad  ley,  and  one  or  tzvo  of  her  Affociates  in  the  Gazet^ 
teer.  The  reverend  Prelate,  no  Doubt,  is  highly 
obliged  to  Her  for  the  great  Honour  She  has  done  Him, 
in  bringing  Him  into  fuch  Company,  and  I  hope  will 
always  retain  a  due  Senfe  of  it. 

But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  even  thofe  Authors,  who 

■  have  the  Misfortune  to  fall  under  her  Condemnation, 

!  when   their  Setttiments  differ  from  hers,   are  confiantiy 

reftored    to  Favour,  when  They  happen  to   agree,  or 

can  be  even  wrefted   to  agree  with  Her,  and  produced 

againil:  her  Adverfaries   as  undoubted  Authorities.     Of 

This   We   have  lately   had   a    remarkable  Inlfance  in 

the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Locke  ;    for   after  having   ftigmatized 

Z  3  Him 

/•'^  Gaz.   July   19,   1735.  f  Id.  July   iq. 

t  Id    Nov.    22.  1!  Id.  Dec.  6.  *t    Id. 

Dec.  2-j. 
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Him  as  a  ^WL^le-headed  Fellow,  for  faying  that  We 
give  up  our  natural  Equality  and  Liberty,  by  entering 
into  Society,  She  hath  taken  great-Pains  to  bring  him  off 
again,  by  putting  an  Inreipretation  upon  his  Words 
agreeable  to  her  own  Syjlem  ;  and  then  adds,  ex  Ca- 
fhedrdy  *  *'  I  fay*  He  means  This,  or  nothing  ;  but 
**  fpeaks  implicitly  after  other  great  Men,  who,  with- 
**  out  Examination,   had  ufed  the  /ame  loofe,  injtgnifi- 

**  cant  Words y ~What  a  BleiSng  is  it  to  us,  that  la 

prodigious  a  Genius  Ihould  happen  to  be  fent  into  the 
World,  at  this  Time,  to  eorreft  all  our  antiquated  Syf- 
tems  of  PhilojGphy,  Government  and  Religion  ? 

I  therefore  propofe,  that  whenever  our  Conjlitution^ 
in  Church  and  State,  fhall  be  exaftly  modell'd,  accor- 
ding to  Mrs.  Osbor7ie\  Scheme  (That  is,  according 
to  the  Law  of  Nature)  She  may  be  put  in  the  Chair^ 
to  decide  all  Controverlies  about  Right  and  Wrong, 
under  the  Title  of  Pope  Joan  the  2.d.  with  full 
Power  of  Binding  and  Loofing,  of  thundering  out  her 
Anathemas,  and  excommunicating  all  Writers  from 
the  Republick  of  Letters,  who  do  not  conform  to  her 
Standard  of  Reafon,  and  come  within  her  Center  oj 
Unity.  A. 

I  am,  SIR, 

'     Yours,  &c. 
*  Qaz.  Dec.  27. 


SATURDAY, 
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'I  S  H  O  P  Burnet,  fpeakiRg  of  King  Henry 
the  8//^,  upon  his  Acceffion  to  thp 
Throne,  •  tells  us,  *  *'  that  his  dif- 
"  gracing  Em PsoN  and  Dudley,  who 
"had  been  the  cruel  Miniiiers  of  his 
**  Father^s  Defigns  for  iilling  his  Coffers, 
*'  his  appointing  Reftitution  to  be  made  of  the  Sums, 
^<  that  had  been  unjuftly  exa6led  of  the  People,  and  his 
'**  ordering  JulTice  to  be  done  on  thofe  rapacious  MbiiJ} 
'*  ters,  gave  all  People  Hopes  of  happy  Times,  undef 
"  a  Reign ^  which  was  begun  with  fuch  an  Act  of  Juf- 
"  ticc  ;  that  had,  indeed,  more  Mercy  in  it  than  thofe 
"  ABs  of  Oblivion  nnd  Pardon,  with  which 
"  others  did  ufually  begin. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  Truth  and  good  Senfe  in  this 
Obfervation  ;  for  what  avails  pardoning  a  thoufand  u?:- 
kapp^  Perfons,  who  have  incur'd  the  Penalties  of  the 
Law,  in  Comparifon  wiih  fuch  a  general  AB  ofjuf- 
tice,  which  extends  its  Influence  to  the  whole  Body -of 
the  People?  Befides,  thefe  Acts  of  Pardon  and  Otrmon 
commonly  include  the  highefl  of  all  Criminals, ?a\^  are 
fometimes  pafs'd  for  no  other  Reafon,  than  to  fcreen 
thofe  very  Minifiers,  who  .  have  pillaged  and  opprefs'd 
the  People,  with  a  particular  Exception  of  Thoje,  who 
are  the  fittell  Objeils  of  royal  Mercy.  In  this  Cale 
therefore,  they  cannot  be  properly  caJl'd  A5ls  ofGrace^ 
but  the  woril  Kind  of  Grievances^  and  are  generally 
Jook'd  upon  as   fach  ;  for  the  Pt^ople   are  never  better 

Z  3  plea  fed 
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pleafed,  than  when  They  lee  the  Authors  of  their  Mife- 
ries  caird  to  Account ;  nor  refent  any  Thing  To  much- 
as  fuffering  fuch  Mt'71  to  efcape  with  Impunity. 

The  Truth  of  this  Obfervation  is  fully  evinced  by  the 
whole  Courfe  of  our  Hiftory  ;  which  fhews  that  moil 
of  thofe  Princes,  who  put  it  in  Fraftice,  reign'd  fuc- 
cefsfully,  at  leaft,  if  not  glorioufly  ;  whereas  Thofe,  vvha 
took  a  contrary  Method,  have  generally  been, both  un- 
fortunate and  inglorious.  I  ihall  mention  only  Henr^ 
t^aC.  ift,  Eiizvard  the  }ft,  Edward  the  3^,  and  Hejiry 
the  8//^,  of  the  former  Sort  ;  and  Edzaard  the  2^, 
JRichard.  the  2<^,  and  Charles  the  \ft  o'i  the  latter  \ 
whole  different  Fates  are  fufficient  to  put  this  Point  be-  ' 
yond  all  Diipute.  ^ 

It  mull;  be  confefsM,  indeed,  that  thele  Demands  of  1 
Juflice  could  not  always  be*  fatisfy'd,  without  having 
Recourfe  to  extraordinary  Methods  v  but  if  fuch  Pro- 
ceediugs  are  juiiifiable  in  any  Cafe,  they  are  certainly  fo 
zpdnii  zoi eked  Minifers,  wRohavea  thoufand  Opportu- 
nities of  abuiing  their  Truft,  without  coming  direftly 
under  the  Letter  of  the  Law  ;  and  We  have  lately  had 
fo  many  Precedents  of  this  Nature,  that  the  Equity  of 
theni  cannot  be  decently  call'd  in  Queftion  by  Thoje, 
who  are  moft  concern'd  to  difcountenance  them,  at 
prefent. 

It  is  like  wife  true,  that  fome  of  our  greateji  Princes 
have  been  induced,  by  the  Corruption  and  Artifices  of 
Thofe  about  Them^  to  fruftrate  this  general  Expedlation 
iof  the  People,  upon  their  iirll  coming  to  the  Crown, 
and  to  let  Things  rub  on,  for  fome  Time,  juil  as  They 
found  them-  But  when  Experience  hath  demonfirated 
the  Realbnablenefs  of  popular  Co?nplaints,  They  have 
always  lent  an  Ear  to  them;  and  if  2,  Prince  fliould 
ever  have  it  in  his  Power  to  govern,  for  a  long  Courfe 
of  Years  together,  indiredl  OppoPition.  to  the  Voice  and 
Sentimenrs  of  his  People,  it  will  be  a  plain  Sign  that 
ihe  Ballance  of  our  Conflitution  is  dellroy'd. 
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It  fometimes  happens  th^ta  Pri;:ce  is  (o  far  engaged 
in  Mea/ures,  which  He  finds  to  be  -^rongj  that  He  ia 
quite  at  a  Lofs  how  to  extricate  Himfelf ;  but  if  He 
■ihould  be  providentially  work'd  out  of  his  Difficulties^ 
iwhen  He  had  the  leaft  Reafon  to  expe6l  it,  He  would 
^certainly  take  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  eftablifhing  Him- 
ikli  in  the  He/7rts  of  his  SubjeSis,  by  giving  up  his  evil 
:Counfelhri  to  Jaftice,  and  not  run  the  Hazard  of  being 
\invoived  in  the  fa?ne  d'iJho7ioiirahle  Circmnftatices^  by 
vtrufting  the  Reins  of  Government  in  their  Hands  a- 
cgain.  _    ^ 

\     But  as  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  an  odioiu  Minifler 

•  will  leave  no  Stratagem  untry'd,  to   divert  his  Mnfier 
from  fuch  a  Refolution,   it  cannot  be  improper  to  ex- 

lamine  the  Arginmnts,  that  are  commonly  made  ufe  of, 

;.vipon  thefe  Occafions ;  and  We  fhali  find   them    ail  to 

be  founded  upon  a  Mifapplication  o^  good  Pritidpies^  or 

( the  Difguife  of  b^d  oius,  '_ '  . 

For  Inftance,  as  SrEAorNEss,  or  Resolution,  in 

•  the  Puriuit  of  right  zx\^  juft  Menfures^  is  certainly  a 
; laudable  Quality  in  a  Prince;  This  is  a  never-failing 
iTopick,  in  the  Mouths  o^  fuch  Men^  againlt  any  Alte- 
ration of  his  Meafures,  or  his  MiniferSy  however  wrong 

:  the  former  may  be,  or  infamous  the  latter  \  and  be- 
caufe  fome  wife  Princes  have  been  juftly  celebrated  in 
Hirtory,  for  fupporting  tlieir  Miniflers  againfl:  tinjuii 
Oppofticn^Thty  infer  that  it  isalwa^'S  im politick  in  a 
Prince  to  regard  the  Complaints  of  h.\s  People,  and  re- 
prefent  it  as  a  Mark  o^.  Flexibility,  beneath  the  Dignity 
of  a  great  Prince-,     Thus  do  They  confound  Steadinefs 

■  wiih  Qbftinncy,  and  a  fckle,  zuavering  Mifid  with  a 
rational  Difpoftion.  to  correB  his  Condu6f,  whenyer  He 
finds  it  erroneous ;  whereas  nothing  in  Nature  can  be 
more  oppofite  ;  nor  is  there  a  Wronger  Mark  of  We  ak- 
tiEss   in  a  PmYc,  than  to  prefer  the  private,  felf-inte- 

'  relied  Whifpers  of  a  Minifter,  or  Favourite,  to  the  loud 
Complaints  of  a  zvhole  People.  Hiflory  furnifhes  Us 
•with  terrible  Examples  of  the  Confequences,  which  at- 
'  tend 
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tend  //^; J  ^/;/:/(J/"Steadiness  ;  but  That  i?  a  Point,' 
which  unpopular  Mimfiers  talce  all  poflible  Gare  td  con-- 
ceal  from  the  Ears  and  Knowledge  of  their  A^^^tj.  Vp 
-is  their  Bufinefs  to  dwell  intirely  on  ^.t  other  ^ide  of 
the-^efiloTiy  by  extolling  the  good  EfFefts  of  Steradi^ 
nefs,  and  the  Magnanimity  of  defpifing  popular  Cla^ 
moUr. 

Thus  when  Richard  the  id  took  the  great  Sealirpm 
an  /^^//c/?  Chancellor^  for  refufing  to  put  it  to  an  exor- 
bitant  Grant,  which  one  of  his  Fa'Vourites  had  obtained, 
and  gave  it  to  Another,  fit  for  his  Purpofe;  We  are  told 
that  *  this  Aillon  was  mightily  cry'd  up  by  the  Ta-cou- 
rit'^s,  ^s  2in  Inftance  of  the  King's  Steadiness;  tho* 
i|^  was  fo  difpleafmg  to  all  the  reft  of  the  People,  that 
from  thenceforth  He  intirely  loft  their  Confidence  and 

AfFe6lion. King  Charles  the  17?  w?-s  flatter'd,  fio 

poubt,  in  the  fame  Manner,  for  continuing  the  Duke 
ol  Buckingham,  his  Father'' s  detefied  Minlfter^  againft 
the  frequent  Remonftrances  of  Parliafnent,  and  the  ge- 
neral Cries  of  his  People,  which  created  the  firft  ill  Blood 
againft  that  unhappy  Prince  ;  and  We  have  feen  Perfins, 
in  our  own  Days,  {hamielefs  enough  to  aflert,  as  U^ell  as 
Others  wezk  enough  to  believe,  that  all  his  fubfequent 
Misfortunes  were  owing  to  a  Want  of  Refolution,  in 
giving  up  the  Earl  of  Strafford',  though  it  is  demonftra- 
ble  that  they  were  occafion'd  by  nothing  more  than  his 
obftinate  Support  of  that  pernicious  Minifter,  till  He 
was  contpelVd  to  yield  ;  which   took  a\^^ay  the  whol6 

Merit  of  it. The  fame  Perfons  have  likewife  been 

very  fevere  upon  King  Charles  the  id,  for  facrificing  fo 
faithful  a  Servant,  and  ho?ieft  a  Minifter,  as  the  Earl  of 
'Clarendon,  to  popular  Refentment.  I  fnall  readily 
fubfcribe  to  this  good  Chara(51er  of  my  Lord  Clarendon, 
in  general ;  but  1  am  afraid  We  fhall  not  intirely  agree 
about  Particulars  ;  for  though  the  Sale  (J/*  Dunkirk, 
/'in  v/hich  He  does  net  feem  to  be  intirely  clear)  with 
,  ^  .  fcveral 

■     *  Rdpin,   vol.  4.  /.  396.  "^vo  Edit. 
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feveral  Malverfations  in  his  Office,  both  as  Chancellor 
and  Prime-Minijiert  were  the  pretended  Reafons,  on 
which  the  Farliament  proceeded  againft  Him ;  it  is- 
'  well  known,  at  this  Time,  that  the  fecret  Motive  of  the 
King's,  violent  Refentment,  which  procured  his  Down- 
fal,  arofe  from  a  Difcovery  that  He  had  defeated  a  Pro^ 
}e3,  in  the  iirft  Honey-Moon  of  the  Rejioratwi,  for  fet- 
tling fuch  a  Revenue  upon  Him,  during  Life,  as  would 
have  made  Him  abfolute  Mafter  of  the  Liberties  of  E?ig- 
land.  But  our  prefent  excellent  Minifter  need  be  under 
no  Concern,  upon  this  Account ;  lince  it  cannot  be  laid 
to  his  Charge,  that  He  hath  ever  fo  much  as  attempted 
to  reftrain  either  the  Potaer,  or  Revenues  of  the  Crowjiy 
in  any  Manner  whatibever. 

In  order  to  confirm  a  Prince  in  this  falfe  Notion  of 
Steadiness,  He  is  told  that  giving  Way  to  popular 
Humours  can  have  no  other  Effeil  than  to  encourage 
Failioni  and  that,  if  He  fleers  by  fuch  an  uncertain 
Compafs,  He  will  have  nothing  dk  to  do  but  to  change 
his  Minifter s,  as  often  as  the  giddy  Multitude  take  it 
in  their  Heads  to  be  diflatisfy'd.  This  is  not  only  a 
general  Argument  in  Favour  o^  Minifter s,  good  or  bad, 
and  whether  the  People's  Complaints  againft  Them  are 
juft  or  not  j  but  likewife  implies  this  Contradidion^ 
that  a  Minifter  will  be  lefs  dependent  and  obfervant  of 
his  Maftefs  Intereft,  when  He  holds  his  Place  only 
^\xrm%good  Behqz'iour,  than  Vt'hen  He  finds  Himfelf 
fuperior  to  all  Oppcfition,  and  in  a  Manner  eftablip'd 
for  Life.  Befide?,  would  it  not  be  more  for  the  In- 
tereft  and  Honour  of  a  King,  to  change  his  Minifters 
tvery  Year,  or  oftner,  if  there  fhould  be  Occafion,  than 
to  live  at  continual  OJds  with  his  People,  who  will  al- 
ways have  it  in  their  Power  to  return  Him  illOftices, 
and  make  Him  uneafy,  however  powerful  He  may 
think  Himfelf,  or  be  in  Reality  ? 

But  it  is  farther  faid,  that  a  Prince  is  obliged,  in 
Honour,  to  protefl  a  Minifter,  who  is  grown  ob- 
noxious in  his  Service,  and  perhaps  by  obeying  his 

Commands^ 
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Commands.  — — -' — \  .  \  is  He  obliged,  in  Honour,  to 
pioceft  a  Man^  who  \i  .  betray'd  his  Honour  in  the 
tenderefl  Points,  that  c  :  offibly  affedt  a  Prince  ;  his  | 
Reputation  in  foreign  6V.  ,  and  tht  good  Opinion  of 
the  People  at  home  P  — ' —  ■  a  King  can  do  no  Wrong 
himjelfy  and  is  bound,  in  honour,  to  fopport  his  Mi- 
'fiijier,  in  doing  it,  what  a  k'frfied  Condition  muft  the 

People  be  in  ? Even  Ananl'^  iifelf,   in* this  Gafe, 

would  be  preferable  to  Government  i  for,  m  fitch  a  State, 
every  Man  would  be  at  Liberty  to  defend  Wmjelf   to 
the  utmoft  of  his  Power ;    whereas,    in  the  othj:r,  liis 
liands  would  be  ty'd  up,  and  He  niUil  fubmit  to  the 
worft  Kind  of  Ufege,    without  any  Pefiftance,   or  Re- 
paration. But,  God  be  praifed,  Thi^  is  not    the  Cafe  ; 
k  being  infinitely  niore  for  the  Honour,   ias  well  as  the 
Inter  eft,   of  a  Prince,  to  prefer  the  Proiperity  of  a  tvhole 
Nation  to  the  Safety  of  one,  or  two  Men,  who  hav^ 
rendered  Themfelves   aniverfally  hoied  i  and  all  Fr(h 
mifes  of  that  Nature,  being  founded  on  a  Deceptio   Re- 
gis,  are  void  of  theinfelves ;  for  as  Minifters   are  an- 
fwerable  by  Law,   fOr  all  Mijmanagements  and  Mal- 
Admtniftration  of  Government,  the  Prince  ought  neVei* 
to  interpofe  between  Them  and  Juftice. — Henry  the  ^th 
G^  France  was  fo  far  from  thinking  Himfelf  under  any 
Gbtigation  of  Honour  to  fupport   a  luicked  Mmifter  a- 
gaihft  the  Cries  of  his  People,  that  He  declared  a  ge- 
neral Odimn,  or  Sufpicion  only,  to  be  iufficient.  Grounds 
for  difcarding  Him  ;  and  no  Prir.cc  in   Europe  need  be 
aflramed  of  following  his  Example. 

Left  all  thefe  Arguments  fliould  fail,  a  Minifter  in 
fuch  dejperate  Circumftances  wiF;  be  fure  to  add,  that 
hisOpposers  are  Enemies  to  the  King  himjtlf  ancf 
endeavour  to  per!liade  Him  thai,  whatever  Thc)-  may 
pretend,  I'hey  mean  nothing  Icfs  than  the  S4ibvcrfcn  if 
his  Government. —  I  muit  here  again  mention  that  un- 
fortunate" Prince,  Richard:^.- 'Zdi-'^h.o  having  recall'd 
his  Favourites,  in  DefyaUce  of  VdrUameni^  th-e  Hifio- 
.  '  rian 


N®  501.    7^^  Graf  Ts  MAN.      275 

xian  tells  us.  "  f  that  it  was  no  hard  Matter  for  Them 
,-*>.'  to  perfuade  the  young  Ki?igy  that  it  was  for  his  Sake 
"  They  had  fufter'd;  and  that  the  Deligns  of  iheir 
**  Enemies  aim'd  not  fo  much  at  the  Minifters,  as  at 
**  the  King  himjelf.  They  reprefented  to  Him  that, 
A^*  by  accufing  ih.e.CGunfeIlors,  a.  Man  plainly  IhewsHe 
V  believes  the  Scz'ereign  incapable  of  governing  j  and 
**  that  the  readieft  Way  to  difcredit  a  Prince^  is  the 
"  perfuading  his  Subjefts  that  He  makes  Ufe  of  /// 
"  Minijienr 

By    fuch  Arguments  as  thefe  The/  carried    their 
Point  againft  the  Parliament,  and  in  the  End  abfolutely 

•  yuin'd   their  deluded  Majier^  by  convincing  his  Subje61s 
♦  that  He  was  really  incapable  of  governing.-^  Nay,  even 

fo   wife  and  brave  a  Prince  as  Henry  the    ^th  was  fe- 
■  duced,  by   fuch  Pretences,  into  the  Belief  of  2i  Sham- 

•  Ploty  which  was  trumpt  up  againft  the  Wickliffites,  in 
the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  and  coft  the  brave  Lord 
.■Cobham  his  Life.  But  He  foon  difcover'd  the  Cheat, 
and  guarded  Himfelf  againft  the  fame  Deluftons,  for 
the  future. 

The  laft  Topick  I  fhall  mention',  of  this  Nature,  if,' 
/   that  it  reHefts  on  the  Wisdom   of  a  Prince  to  fuppoie 
Him  Icfs  qualify 'd  to  judge  of  the  Abilities,  or  Inte- 
grity, of  his  Minifters  than  Tho(e,  who  cannot    have 
the  fame  Opportunities  of  knowing  Them.     This  is  a 
plaufible  Argument,    and  no  more  ;  for,   of  all  People 
in  the  World,  a  Pri7ice  is  the  moft  liable  to  Deception, 
in  fuch  Cafes.     Plowever,   the  Sycophants^  who  make 
Ufe  of /Zvi  Argument,  have   one  Advantage  in  it;  for 
the  zveaker  a  Prince  is,   the  furer  are  They  of  gaining 
his  Credit,    when  They  call  Him   zvife ;    and  They 
know  very  well  that  nobody  elfe  will  dare   to  contra, 
did:  Them.     But  a  Prince,  o^  true  Wifdom^    will  ne- 
ver iufFer   Himfelf  to  be  cajoled    by  fuch  grofs  Adula- 
tion ;  and  fmce  the  Condud  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  with 

Relation 

-f-  Rapin,  vol.  4.  p,  4.1 1. 
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Relation  to  Lord  Burleigh,  whom  She  fufFerM  to  grozo 
grey  in  her  5^r^'/r^,  hath  been  much  infilled  on,  by 
i^  certain  Gentletnayi^  and  his  Advocatei ;  I  mull  put 
Them  in  Mind  that  She  was  not  afliamed  to  own 
Herfelf  ^e,tray'd  by  %  Parcel  oimle  EngroferSy.  nor 
to  corrcifl  her  Error ^  as  Icon  as  She  was  apprized  of  it 
by  her  -Parliamettt  ;  for  which  She  e^prePd  her7^«,f- 
ful  Acknowledgments  to  Them,  with  this  candid  and 
fenfible  Gbfen'ation  ;  *'  that  the  Servants  of  Princn 
**  have  too  often  an  Eye  to  their  ozvn  Advantage  ^ 
<*  that  ^/^'^zV  F<7i//// are  often  conceal'd  from  their  No^ 
«*  tice;  and  that  They  cannot,  if  Theywould,  in- 
*'  fpeft  all  things,  when  the  Weight  and  Bulineii  .c^ 
"  a  whole  Kingdom  lies  on  their  Shoulders. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Paper  with  a  Story' of  KTrfg" 
William^  very  appofite  to  the  prefent  Point,  as  I '  find 
it  related  by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  in  his  politi/ a  I  Writings, 
^hat  Gentleman  having  obferved,  that  it  is  no  Re- 
flexion on  the  Wifdom  of  a  Prince^  that  He  is  obliged 
to  a<ft  by  the  Information  of  Others,  illullrates  it  in 
the  following  agreeable  Manner. 

"  If  I  might  make  an  abrupt  Digreffion  from  ^r^/7/ 
*'  Trnngs  X.0  fmalL  I  fhould  on  this  Occafion  mention 
«  a  little  Circumftance,  which  happen'd  to  the  late 
**  King  William.  He  had  a  French  Man,  who  took 
"  Care  of  the  Gun-Dogi  ;  whofe  Buljnefs  it  was  alfo 
"  to  charge  and  deliver  the  Piece  to  the  King.  This 
"  Minifter  forgot  to  bring  out  Shot  into  tke  Field ; 
«<  bat  did  not  think  fit  to  let  fo  fajfonate  a  Man  and 
«'  ea^er  Sport  [man  as  the  King  know  his  Offence,  but 
•'  gave  his  Majefty  the  Gun  loaded  only  with  Pow- 
*'  der.  When  the  King  mifs'd  his  Aim,  this  impU- 
«'  dent  Cur  itood  chattering,  admiring,  commending 
«*  the  King's  Skill  in  Jhooting  ;  and,  holding  up  his 
<*  Hands,  He  had  never  feen  fa  Majefie  mifs  before 
«*  in  his  whole  Life.  This  Circumftance v^^zsnoMmnct 
t*  of  Argument  to  Thofe,  who  afterwards  found  out 
«*  the  Telhw's  Iniquity,  againft  the  King's  Reputadon  i 
"  {qi^  Quick  E^e,  9Xi<i  Jhooting  very  finely.  D. 

Saturday. 
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H  A  T  Pe  A c  E  /J  htter  than  W a  r,  is  a 
Subjetl  only  for  Declamation,  and  be- 
neath any  Body,  except  a  School- Boy, 
to  prove.  The  Points  to  be  confider'd, 
upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  by  Men  of  Senfe, 
are  ;  whether  the  Peace  be  good,  or 
Bad,   znd.  hozo  it  ma-^  be  turned  moji  to  the  Advai^" 

fAGE     OF    THEIR    CoUNTRY. 

Now  thefe,  Queflions  are  to  be  decided  only  by  the 
Circumflances  of  a  Nation,  at  that  particular  Time, 
when  a  Pe/ree  is  made  ;  whether  the  People  be  in  a  nc/:f 
and  Jlourijhlig  Conditio??,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  afTert  all 
their  jud  Rights  and  Pretenfions ;  or  in  fuch  a  zveak^ 
emtarrai?d  State,  that  They  cannot  go  to  PFar,  with- 
out putting  Themfelves  tinder  the  lafl  Extremities.  In 
lY^e  former  Cafe,  high  Conditions  will  be  expefted  j  and 
a  Peace  will  be  certainly  denominated  bad,  that  is  made 
without  them  ;  but,  in  the  latter,  the  People  will  be 
glad  of  a  little  breathing  Time,  at  any  Rate,  and  put 
up  with  vtiy  indifferent  Terms,  in  Hopes  of  a  better^ 
Opportunity  to  retrieve  Themfelves. 

I  fhall  not  here  enter  into  any  Difquifition  of  xhcpre- 
f^Kt  Plan,  which  hath  been  already  *  examined  as  far 
as,  the  Lights  hithei'to  given  us  will  admit ;  but  as  no 
Mali,  who  is  not  under  the  mod  fordid  Proflitution, 
"vvill  pretend  to  boaft  o^ owr  prrfent  Circun-ftances,  let  us 
confider  what  may  be  reafonably  expeftcd  from  our  Sti- 
perjtrs,  in  this  Situation. 


*  Some  Objervations  on  tbeiprnkni  Plan  of  Peace  t^c, 

^OL.     XIV,  VO    ,...,..(  y^      ^  r^^|.^ 


ie 


The  vaft  Lead  of  Debt,  under  which  the  Nation 

ftiH  groans,  is  the  true  Source  <5f  all  thoijb  Ggl^iniities 

tnd  gloomy  Profpe6ls,  of  which  We  haVje,fo-.9mqh^?li- 

feh  t^  cpinplain"i    .     .  ;:     .-      /^        '..v.'. 

^-ToT^/ihath  been  owing  that  Multiplicity  of  hr- 

Wenfome  Taxesy   which  have"  mofrihsn^tmbied  t^ 

Price  of  the  common  Neceffaries  of  Life,  yi«ithia  r*)  fe)y 

Years  paft  ;  and  thereby  diftrels'd  the  poor  l,ahurgr  mi 

il4iw?2^tf/?«r^r ;  difabled  the  Farmer  to  pay  hJs  jRenU 

and  put  even  Gentlemen^  of  plentiful  EJiates,  under, t^ 

^reateft  Difficulties,  to  make  a  tolerable  Proviflon;  for 

'their  Families.  \        .:./.: 

\'    From  this  have  proceeded  thofe  infinite  S\yanp^.ci!f 

ILoeufts  a-nd  Caterpiilars^  in  Office,   who  not.  only*  prey 

«n  the  Vitals  of  hduftry,  but  render  even  our  Liberties 

brecarious,  and  dependent  on  the  Will  of  Thofi,    who 

jfeve  the  fole  Nomination  and  Direftion  of  Them.    ;  ,i 

'"   To  f bis  We  muft  likewife  afcribe  that  ruinous  SpHt 

^^  luxury,  C§rruption  and  Venality,  which  hath  in^A- 

--fed  the  whole  Nation,  and  almoft  effaced  the  very  Marks 

-^Frugality  and  publick  Virtue  amongft  us  ;   for  as  our 

Debts  and  faxes  have  enabled  one  Set  of  Men,  the  moft 

worthlefs  of  the  whole   Community,   to  corrupt  ;   fi) 

they   have  laid  a  Multitude  of  Others  under  the  Terap- 

'^tation  of  being  corrupted.     Wher€  there  are  Buyers, 

there  will  always  be  Sellers  j   and  Men  will  part  with 

^  their  deareft  Birthright,  when  Vaverty  and  bad  Exam- 

%le5  drive  Them  to  it.  .     ,    c  n 

''"^    It  is  therefore  indifpenfably  neceflary,    mthehril 

'''$lace,  to  get  rid  of  our  Debts,  with  all  peffible  Speed 

''%d  as  there  is  a  -jery  large  annual  Proviften  for  it,  by 

'\he  ReduSfion  oflntereft,  on  «»»^  5/^^,  and  the  Paymen) 

'"^f  the  fame  heavy  "Taxes,  on  the  other.  We  may  furel) 

'"hope  that /^/V/^rr^^^r^^A^^  will  be  now,  at  leaft,  ap 

"'ply'd  to  the  Payment  of  ourT>i.-RTs,  or  the  Redemp 

tionofour  Taxes,  to  which  it  hath  been  ib often- «p 

-pronriated,  in  the  moll  folemn  Manner  ;  for  whcn<:8j 

'WehaveReafon  to  expea/«r^  ^  due  AppUcatim  ofii 
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if  not  at  prelent  V  or  how  can  We  ht  iaid  to  reap  the 
Advantages  of  Petice^  whiJiV  the  mcfi  griezfoiu  tf  out 
%xes  are  continued,  without  any  Diminution  qt  otyr 
Debts?  ■  ^  Ij^. 

This  great  and  neceffary  Work  of  paying  ofT-otU" 
DeitSy  and  redeeming  our  Taxes,  {without  which  it  is 
ridiculous  to  call  ourfelves  zn  happy  People)  maybe 
eafily  aceomplifh'd  by  a  frugal  Management  of  the 
putlick  Treajurey  and  a  Retrenchment  of  all  needkjs  'Ex- 
pence  s. 

To  this  End,  his  Majefl-y  hath  already  made  fome 
Reduction  of  his  Land-Forces  ;  and  as  the  Country 
Party  have  been  fo  very  moderate  in  their  Propofitions, 
RS  not  to  infill  on  any  farther  Redudlion  than  to 
TWELVE  THOUSAND  Men,  (vvhich  are  five  thou- 
SAK-D  more  than  vreie  kept  up,  after  die  Treaties 'of 
Ryswick  and  Utrecht)  We  may  rely  upon  hisMa- 
}&^y^s  gracious  Promife,  that  He  will  foon  anfwer  fo 
r€afonabIe  an  Expeftation  ;  fince  He  cannot  poffibly 
hav€  a  more  favourable  Opportunity  of  doing  it  than  at 
prefent,  when  all  the  Princes  of  Europe,  from  whom 
We  can  apprehend  any  Diflurbai^ce,  are  fo  much  taken 
up  about  their  own  Interefts  and  Pretenjtcns,  that  We 
might  intirely  difarm  ourfelves,  without  the  leaft  Dan- 
ger i  but  if  We  ftay  till  thofe  Prhces  come  to  a  real  and 
cordial  Agreement  arimigji  Themfehes^  I  am  afraid  our 
Profpedt  of  Relief  is  not  very  near;  or,  if  They  fhould 
only  patch  up  Matters,  for  the  prefent,  which  is  far 
more  probable,  and  We  IhouLl  be  fo  complaifant  as  to 
gu^flranty  fuch  a  Treaty,  God  knows  how  foon  They 
may  form  fome  nezu  Schemes,  and  call  upon  us  to  aug- 
•fnentour  Forces,  inilead  of  reducing  them.  Fatal  Ex- 
perience muft  have  taught  us,  unlefs  We  are  quite  be- 
fotted,  what  little  Dependence  there  is  upon  the  moll 
folemn  Treaties,  efpecially  between  Powers,  whofc  Inte- 
refts are  direftly  oppofite.  Now  therefore  is  the  pro- 
per Time  to  give  ourfelves  a  little  Eafc  ;  and  if  Wc  are 
•  wife  enough  to  keep  out.  of  any  farther  Engagements, 
A  a  2  We 
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We  may  probably  enjoy  it  for  feveral  Years  V but  ifWe 
ihpald  either  wait  for  a  fe,rfe£t  'Reconciliation  afr,ong  the 
fi^eralPowers  of  Europe,  or  take  upon  us  the  Quarantj 
£f  all  their  tetnporar'^  Expedient Sy  nothing  but  a  Miracle 
will  be  able  to  preferve  us  from  \}[iZX.  fatal  Cat  aft  rophcy 
which  our  prefent  languijhing  Condition  feems  to  por- 
Sfnd,  without  immediate  Relief.  ■      - 

/  3  Another  conliderable  Saving  may  'be  itl'aHe,  by  re- 
ducing the  Expences  of  our  civil  Government  ; 
i)U:t"  1  chufe  to  explain  This  in  the  Words  .of  Mh 
Sfcnchard,  who  made  the  following  Proposal,  for  tliat 
Turpofe,  about  fifteen  Years  ago. 

i5?.  II  *'  That  a    Commiffion  be  eflabfifhM  fey"  the 

"  Legiflatiire,   who  fhall  be  empowerM   to  enquire  by 

*'  Oath,  into   the   Abufes  of  collcfting  and  managing 

*^  every  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenue,  as   well  as  the 

*'  Civil-Lift  ;   to   examine  into  iht  fupernumerary  and 

"  ufelefs  Offices,  as  well  as  exorbitant  Salaries  and  ex- 

y^  tortedTeesy   to  look  into  ^z  Bills  of  the  lower  Offil 

^'  cers  of  the  E.oiift:iold,  of  the  Builders,  Stationers,  Gar- 

'"**  de?iers,  with  all    the  ravenous  Crew  ;  to  fearch  into 

"  the  Tenftons,  and   the  Pretences  for  granting  them  j 

.'*  and,  indeed,   into  every  Part  of  the  Expence  of  the 

""  Civil-Lift,  except  his  Majefty's  Privy  Purfe,  and  lay 

*'  this  Enquiry  before  the  Parliament,  in  the  fucceeding 

*.'  SciTions,  and  under  what  Heads  They  conceive  there 

**  may  be  a  Regulation  of  the  Expence. 

idly,  *'  That  it  may  be  made  high  Treason  for 
"  any  P  erf  on  to  pay ,  or  an-^  Member  of  Parliament  to  re- 
*'  ceive,  in  Truft  or  otherwife,  any  Pe7ifton,  Sunrof 
**  Money,  or  other  Gratuity  from  the  Crozvn,  unlefs  it 
*'  be  entered  in  a  publick  Office,  with  the  Reafons  for 
**  giving,  or  granting   it  j  to  which  Office  every  one 


B- 


II  ^zzfome  Conft derations  upon  the  State  of  cur  t?v 
LICK  Debts,  hfc.  printed  for  Feele,  about  the  Tear 

1721. 

**  may 
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*'  may  have  Admittance  j   and  that  2^frefent  ?enJiotn 

*'  be  refumed. 

Mr.  Trench ard  obferves  very  jufily,  "  that  this  Re* 
/'  gulation  cannot  be  expeded  from  the  favourites  vf 
**  Princes,  and  i\\q  Followers  ef  their  Coui't  sand  For- 

f*  tunes.  It  would  be  Cruelty,  as  well  as  FolJy,  tt> 
.**  hope  for  fuch  Affiftance.     Intereft  and  Se/f-Loi^e  will 

'*  fknd  in  the  Way,  and  They  mull  hurt  Themjelves 
J*-  tOi.  ferve  the  Publickj  and  kflen  their  own  Income  to 
^*i  cncreafe  their  Majier's.  But  the  Body  of  a  grateful 
..«•  People  can  have  no  Intereft  but  in  their  Prince'' s  Fe- 
:♦*  ticit'^  i  nor  can  They  give  a  greater  Inftance  of  their 

«*  AffeRton  and  Dut"^  to  Him,  than  to  refcue  his  Perfon 

**  and  Revenue  out  of  Jaws,  which  would  devour  them 

**  both,  if  ever  That   fhould  happen  to  be  the  Cafe  ; 

**  nor  can  a  Parliament  of  England  do  a  more  accept- 

*'  able  Adion,  or  better  recommend  Themlelves  to  their 

*•  Principalis  againft  a  fucceeding  Ele(5lion. 

*'  1  believe,  fays   the  fame  Gentleman,  it   may  be 

f^  eafily  made  out,  that  the  Management  of  the  Reve- 
.*'  nues  alone,  in  the  late  Reign,  coft  the  People  more 
t<**  than  the  zuhole  Produce  amounted  to,  in  Queen  E- 
J  "•*  Ij'zabeth''^  Time.  And  in  This  I  do  not  include  the 
e-'*  immenfe  Advantages  then  got  by  indireSi  Means,  ia 
'.A«  ail  the  Offices,  and  particularly  in  the  Navy,  which 
;  **  coft  the  Kingdom  many  Times  as  much  a^  the  Ojffi- 
■^P  cers  could  get  to  Themfelves,  not  only   by  greatly 

■•*  enhancing  the  Price  of  all  Stores  and  Provifio7iSt 
r<*  but  in  difcontenting  iht  Seamen^  and  driving  Them 
-'f^  mio foreign  Service ',  v/ithout  which,  it  is  thought, 
>■**  our  prefent  Enemies  could  not  have  appear'd  upon 

♦<  the  Sea'. 

He  then  compares  the  Management  of  the  Souths 
-SEA  Company  and  the  Bank   of  England  with 

That  of  the  Exchequer,  and  fhews  that  the  Ex- 
•  pences  of  the  latter  exceed  Thofe  of  ^t  former,  at  leal^, 

"\*X)URSCORE     THOUSAND      PoUNDS     PER     AnnuM  ; 

A  a  3  though 
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though  He  fuppofes,  very  juftly,  "that  it  will  not  be 

«<  deny'd,  notmth^a.ndmz  this  great  j[>ij'£rence  in.  the 

"  ExPENCE,     that  the  Receipts   znd    Paymefits  ^t 

'"  greater  in  thQ  Bank  than- in  the  Exchequer.     Nay*, 

>«  'tis  remarkable,  y^yj   He,   that  ^^  o/'  ^j&^  publick 

-  f  *  payments  are  now  made  at  the  5<j;//^,  there  being 

•'an  Officer  from  thence  conftantly  attending  the  Ex. 

**  chequer y  ready  to  give  ^/2;^/('  Bills  to  All,   who  have 

*'  Demands   of  Money ;  fo  that  many  of  the  Officers 

"  thej-e  siTQ  now  hQconiQSiNe-C ures,  as  other4  .(fi4hem 

■"  were  before.  -  vA -n^-jciOni** 

I  cannot  pretend  to  judge  how  far  this  Scheme  vcay 

be  thought  realbnable,  or  pradicable ;  it  is  certainly  h, 

in  fome  Degree  ;  and  if  it  had  been  put  in  Execution, 

when  it  was   iirft  propofed,   all  the  hard  Dudes  upon 

Labour,  and  Trade,  might  have  been  taken  off  by  this 

Time.     I  am  forry   to  add,  that  all  other  Schemes  for 

leviving  our  Manufa^ures  are  only   quack  Remedies, 

which  may  give  the  Crown  flill  farther  Power,  and 

thereby  endanger  our  Liberties,  but  will  never  cure  the 

grand  EviL 

Several  ether  Savings  and  Retrenchments  might  be 
likewife  made,  by  fuch  an  Examination  into  the  T>if 
pojttion  of  the  Revenue  as  hath  been  frequently  demand- 
ed ;  and  though  a  certain  Gentleman  may  endeavour  to 
ridicule  all  fuch  Enquiries,  by  calling  a  Sum  of  * 
THIRTY  SIX  THOUSAND  Pounds,  loft  to  the  Publick 
.in  one  Article,   a  fedling,   trifling  Matter,  and  another 

Sum  of  "f"  FIFTEEN  THOUSAND  PoU>3  DS  P  ER  AN- 
NUM, taken  from  the  Publick,  a  Difpute  about  a  Pound 
of  Candles  ;  yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  our  Re- 
prefentatives  come  to  confider  the  State  of  the  Nation, 
in  a  proper  Manner,  They  will  not  fuffer  Themfeives 

*  ^Q^fome  Confider ations  concerning  the  publick  Funds, 
tsfc.P'  79.  printed  for  V^tk.  in  the  Year  1735. 

f  See  an  Enquiry  into  ths  Conduii  of  our  domefiick 
Jffairii  ^c.  p.  9 

to 
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to  be  laugh'd  out  of  the  faithful  Difcharge  of  their 
Truft,.  by  fuch  wanton  ajad-infolent  Sallies  <)£ fver^ 

rgrown  Pozver.  r\'^>    '■■'■'     '-•'■'     -a^-^-n'^Xvi  ""; 

There  is  another  Point,  which  well  deferves  their  In- 
ipe6lion,   and  can  never  be  undertaken  at  a  better  Time 

-  than  the  prefent,  when  our  good  Friends  of  Paris  and 
Vienna  are  fo  kind  as  to  take  the  Trouble  of  Peace-mak- 
ing out  of  our  Hands  ;  I  mean  an  Enquiry  into  the 
late  Management,  and  prefent  State  of  our  Royal 
Timber.  This  was  thought  fo  elTential  an  Article 
in  Queen  Elizabeth^  Reign,  that  Orders  were  frequent- 
ly iifued  from  her  Council,  for  the  Prefervaticnofit'y 
and  She  not  only  religioufly  apply 'd  it  to  the  Ufe  of 
her  Fleety  but  fold  as  much  as  could  be  conveniently 
fpared,  for  buying  naval  Stores  ',  by  which  a  double 
Charge  was  faved  to  the  Nation.  It  will  therefore  be- 
come the  Zeal  of  a  Britijh  Parliament,  who  have  the 
Intereft  of  their  Country  truly  at  Heart,  to  make  a 
Uridl  Examination  into  the  following  Particulars  \  viz. 

1 .  What  Quantities  of  ro^al  Timber  have  been  ap- 
ply M  to  building,  or  repairing  our  Ships  of  War ^  or  to 
any  other  publick  Ufe,  for  thirty  or  forty  Years  pafl-, 
diftinguiihing  the  particular  Tears^  ^antities,  and 
Places,   where  deliverM. 

2.  Whether  any,  and  what  Diffipations  have  been 
made  of  fuch  Timber,  within  that  Time» 

3.  What  Quantities  are  now  growing,  and  fit  for 
Ule,  in  the  feveral  For  efts  and  Lands ,  belonging  to  the 
Crown. 

If  it  fhould  appear,  upon  fuch  an  Enquiry,  that  any 
Walle  hath  been  made  of  this  national  Stock,  dxiA  that 
the  Publick  hath  been  put  to  an  infinite  Expence,  upon 
that  Account,  it  is  certainly  incumbent  upon  mzPeopW  s 
Heprefentatives  to  provide  againll  the  like  Evils,  for 
x\iQ  future,  by  preferving  the  Growth  of  this  Tifnber, 
and  taking  effe(ftual  Care  that  it  fliail  be  apply 'd  to  the 
proper  Ulc. 

Such 
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"Such  a  Provifion  is  not  only  neoeffary,  but  reafofti 
able ;  for  fmce  the  Legtjlature  hath  thought  fit  to  \ij^ 
private  Gentlemen  under  feveral  Reftraints,  in  the  Mi* 
nagement  of  their  ozun  I'imbett  it  is  monftrous  to  fupl 
pofe  that  no  Gare  ought  to  be  talcen  of  That,  whicfi 
properly  belongs  x.o  the  Pnblicky  for  though  it  is  com* 
monly  caird  Crown -Timber^  becaufe  it  grows  on  the 
antient  Demefnes  of  the  Crown  ;  yet  fince  the  Nation  % 
BOW  at  the  fole  Charge  of  building  and  repairing  oui^ 
l^av^,  as  wdl  as  of  ca:rrying  on  all  Wars^  and  ^eti 
fopporting  the  ro^d  Houp&ld^  the  Crown  is  properl^^ 
BO  more  than  the  Guardian  of  it,  for  the  Ufe  of  thd 
P^ublick. 

I  mud  add,  that  fuch  an  Enquiry  is  the  more  rfe- 
quiiite  at  this  Time,  whtn  good  Ship-fimber,  efpecially 
Oak,  is  grown  fo  fcarce,  that  if  Brick  and  Deal  werd 
not  fo  generally  ufed  in  common  Buildings,  there  would 
-hardly  be  enough  in  the  Counties  adjacent  to  our  Doick^ 
or  where  They  hare  any  Convenience  of  Water-Caf- 
tiage,  to  fupply  our  Navy. 

.Neither  have  We  any  Reafon  to  fafpeft  that  cur 
frejent  excellent  Minijiersy  who  have  been  fo  often 
compared  to  Thofe  of  Queen  Elizabeth y  will  endea^ 
vour  to  give  any  J  farther  Obftruflion  to  ib  publict-- 
fpirited  a  Deftgn  ;  and  much  lefs  that  it  will  receive 
any  Difcouragement  from  hi:  prefent  Majefiy,  who 
really  imitates  that  renowned  Vrincefs  in  her  -private 
OEconomyy  as  well  z.'spublick  Magnificence. 

As  fome  Regulation  of  this  Kind  is  nece/Tary  to  fap^i 
port  the  very  Balis  of  our  maritime  Pozvcr ;  fo  the  pre- 
fent wretched  Consul tion  of  our  Colonies ,  on  which  the? 
beft  Part  of  our  ^rade  now  depends,  calls  upon  us  for 
immediate   Relief;   and   if  it   fhould  be    found,  upqrj 

t  In  the  Tear  1728,  ^  Motion  was  made,  in  the  Houje 
of  Commons,  for  an  Account  of  ivhat  Grants  had  been 
made  of  Crown  Timber,  from  the  Tear  lyi^  to  June 
lyi^f  but  a  Negative  was  then  put  upon  it. 
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Examination,  that  nothing  hath  contributed  fo  much  to 
their  Declenfion,  as  xht  late  Conduct  of  their  Gover- 
nors^ or  even  the  very  "Nature  of  their  CommiJJicns, 
fome  efFedual  Remedy  ought  to  be  apply 'd  to  fo  mif- 
cliievous  an  Evil,  before  it  grows  abfolutely  incurable  ; 
for  I  hope  it  is  not  fo  already,  notwithftanding  the 
melanchihj  Accounts^  which  We  receive  almoft  every 
Day  from  thence.  It  will  particularly  deferve  Enquiry, 
wheiher  it  hath  ever  been  the  Pradlice  to  give  any  Mo- 
ney for  thefe  Governments  ;  or  to  divide  the  known  Pro- 
fits of  them  with  fomebody  in  the  Dark  ;  for  if  This 
ihould  be  the  Cafe,  how  can  We  wonder  that/yri' 
Perfons  Ihouli  endeavour  to  reimburfe  Themfelves,  by 
fleecing  the  People^  whom  They  are  fent  to  cherifh 
and  proteft  ?  Y^t  fuch  Things,  at  leaft,  are  talk'dof 
very  freely  at  home  }  and,  if  I  am  nat  mifinform'd, 
fome  of  the  Governors  themfelves  have  made  no  Scruple 
to  complain  of  them  abroad,  by  Way  of  Apology  for 
their  own  Ex  anions. 

We  may  now  likewife  expe6l  fome  farther  Security 
to  that  main  Pillar  of  oui;  Conftitution,  the  Freedom  of 
Parliaments  ;  and  as  the  greated  Danger  ariies  from  the 
Houje  of  Commons  being  crouded  wich  too  many  Off" 
cersy  civil  dindi  military,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  the  Bill 
for  limiting  Them  fhould  be  brought  in  again  this  Sef. 
fion,  it  will  be  fuffer'd  to  pafs  without  any  Oppo- 
fition. 

To  conclude.  If  this  great  JVork  of  Ret  oilm  at  lovi 
and  Redress  fliould  be  at  laft  compleated,  or  even 
begun  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  convince  the  People 
that  it  is  undertaken  in  Earneji ;  T\i^y  will  be  forever 
bound  to  blefs  the  Hands,  let  them  be  whofe  they  will, 
to  whom  They  owe  fo  mighty  and  fignal  a  Deliver- 
ance. But  if,  inile-uiof  This,  no  other  Ufe  fhould  be 
m^&cof.i\iQprefentCo?2JtmBure,  than  to  fcreen  i\\  for- 
mer Mifmanagements,  to  itrengthen  the  deteftable  In- 
tercil-of-P^r/iVjy-and^ablifh  any  particular  Man  m 
Pover,  or  give  Him  a  lorig  vvifli'd-for  Opportunity  of 

recret- 
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letreatmg  with  Impunity  j  even  Peace,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  :( which  God  avert  [)  would  be  To  far  from  being 
a  Bkffingi  that,  like  all  other  good  Things  corrupted, 
it  would  prove  the  great eji  Curfe^  aiid  put  a  finifhing 
Hand  to  our  Calamities.  £). 


N^  503.    Saturday,   Feb,  iiij  1735*6. 


^■^   CALEB    D' AN  VERS,    Efq-, 

M-.  D'JNFERS, 

I  N  C  E  You  have  already  done  the  fair 
Sex  Juftice,  as  to  their  political  Capaci- 
ties, and  profefs'd  your  Readinefs  to  do 
it,  upon  all  other  Occafions,  1  muft  put 
You  in  Mind  of  one  Endowment,  for 
which  They  have  been  famous  in  all 
Ages,  thaagh  great  Pains  have  been  lately  taken  to  bring 
it  into  Contempt  ;  I  mean  the  Spirit  of  Prophefy,  or 
PrediSfion. 

•A  *  modern  Juthar  pretends  to  affign  a  natural  Rea- 
fon,  which  I  <:annot  very  decently  explain,  why 
Women  are  more  capable  of  InfpiratioTi  than  you 
Men  ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  Caufe  of  it.  Ex- 
perience fhews  us  that  the  Thing  is  aftually  fo  in 
£fe3. 

.  The  Or3cles  of  the  antient  Sibyls  ( who,  You  know, 
were  all  Women )  have  acquired  fuch  an  eftablilh'd  Re- 
putation iu  the  World,  that  They  will  forever  do  Ho- 
nour to  our  Sex.  Oneo/Tbem,  who  refided  at  DelphoSf 
had  fo  much  Authority  amongft  \\it  Grecians y   that  no 

*  fakti  a.  Tub^   $s^.  8. 
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hnportant  Enterprize  was  undertaken,  without  her  Ad- 
vice  ;  and  the  Writings  of  Mother^  who  lived  in  a 
Cave  at  Currne^  were  held  in  fuch  high  Veneration  a^ 
mongft  the  RGmans,  that  two  religious  Officers  were  ap- 
pointed on  Purpofe  to  confult  Them,  upon  all  great  Oc- 
cafions,  by  Order  of  the  Senate.  The  reft  of  thofe  bo^ 
Sifters  were  equally  efteem'd,  in  other  Countries,  for 
theu-  Pr editions,  which  gain'd  Credit  amongft  Chri/ti- 
anSi  as  well  as  Heathens. 

There  are  very  few  Nations  in  the  world,  antient  or 
jnodern,  which  have  not  produced  fome  of  i\itk  female 
S'a^TJV'  "jEgypt  was  fo  famous  for  the  Art  of  Dixri- 
nation,  that  ^  Gypfy,  or  JSgyptian,  is  a  common 
Name  for  a  Fortune-teller  to  this  Day  ;  and  if  We  may 
judge  af  the  antient  Race  by  th.tir  pretended Defcendents, 
there  were  more  Women  than  Men  endow'd  with  this 
Gift. 

Amongll  the  Moderns,  Joan  of  Arc,  or  the 
Maid  of  Orleans,  in  the  Reign  of  our  Henr^ 
the  6th,  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  in  this  King- 
dom ;  for  the  Englijh  were  more  Ihamefully  defeated  in 
France,  by  the  Prediftions  and  military  Exploits  of 
that  young  Huffy^  (  who,  by  the  Way,  came  out  of 
Lorain  )  than  by  all  their  Male-Heroes  either  before, 
or  fmce. 

But  no  Country  in  Europe  hath  been  more  produ<flive 
of  thefe  female  Aftrologers  and  Magicians  than  our 
own.  Lancapire^  my  native  Country  and  Place  of 
Refidencc,  was  always  look'd  upon  as  a  Colony  of 
Witches  y  and  the  wejiern  IJles  of  Scotland  have  beeni 
equally  renown'd  fo2-  a  certain  Kind  of  Sootbfayers^ 
caWdfecondJightedPerfons.  But  I  fhall  confine  my- 
felf,  at  prefent,  to  that  celebrated'  Tark/hire  Sibyl, 
MrsUfisuLA  Shipton,  commonly  call'd  Mother. 
Shift  ON,  who  flourifh*d  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the 
8/^  ;  and  fince  Merlin,  the  Welfi>  Oracle,  hath 
lately  had  fo  much  Honour  done  Him,    I  think  it  a 

lit- 
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little  hard  that  no  Notice  (hould  be  taken  of  his  Sifter 
^  the  fame  Art. 

This  gr eat  Prophetefs  C2imt  into  the  World,  like  her 
Brother  Merlin,  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner,  be- 
ing begot  by  a  D^mon,  in  Mafquerade,  on  the  Body  of 
a  poor  young  Girl^  whom  He  found  bemoaning  her  Con- 
dition by  the  Side  of  a  Riyer. 

Many  notable  Px>anks  are  recorded  of  Her,  during  her 
Childhood,  fuch  as  ietting  Women  upon  their  Heads, 
and  transforming  Men  into  horn'd  Beafts ;  which  gave 
the  World  an  early  Prefage  of  the  wonderful  Thmgs  She. 
was  afterwards  to  perform. 

Her  Fame  foon  fpread  through  the  whole  Kingdom, 
and  Multitudes  of  all  Ranks  reforted  to  Her  for  the 
Refolution  of  their  Doubts,  and  the  Knowledge  of  fu- 
ture Events,  which  She  explain'd  to  Them  in  feveral 
tnyftical  Prophecies,  or  Oracles  ;  particularly  Cardinal 
Wolfoy'^  Downfal,  and  the  ReformaHo?i  ofReUgio?i\  but 
the  following  in,  my  Opinion,  is  the  moil;  remarkable  of 
them  all. 

When  the  Cow  doth  ride  the  Bull, 
.  !  ^hen,    O  PrieU:,    beware  thy  Skull  i 
^-i-y^nd  when   the  lower   Shrubs  do  fall, 

*rhe   great  Trees  quickly  follozv  fhalj  \ 

The  mitred  Peacock's  lofty  Pride 

Shall  to  his  Mafter  be  a  Guide-, 

And  one  great  Court  to  pafs  fhall  bring. 

What  was  ne'er  done   by  any  King. 
r.    .The  Poor  fiall  grieve  to  fee  that-  Day,    . 
,\\%And  who  did  feaft  mufi  fail:  and  pray  j 
'     Tate  jo  decreed  their  Overthrew  ; 

Riches  hrotight  Pride,    and  Pride  brought  Woci  ■ 

■  •  ^  ^/J  Prophefy  is  varioufly  read ,    by  different  Hiftori- 
ans ;  but  the  Copy,   which  I  have  given  the  Reader, 

feems 
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feems  to  be  the  moft  autheritick';  ind  all  the  *  Writers 
of  her  Life,  whom  I  have  coniUlted,  Jntefj^ret'it  in  the 

fbllowing-M^finer;'';  ^•"'  ^^--  i"-^'  "■  '-^^'s'^v  ^ 
By  the  -  C'oza  was  •  iheint  'l^ihg'  He^ry, '  wlio'^gave;'' 
the  fame  in  his  Arms,-  as  Earl  o(  Richmond  hV Itiht- 
ritaiice  ;  and  the  JB"////  be'token'd  Mrs.  Aitne  'BitUoigfie^ 
whom  the  King  took  to  Wife,  either-  beccaife  the' 
£rll  Syllable  of  her  Name  was  Bull,  or'  becaufe 
her  Father  bore  the  BulVs  Head  for  his  Creft.  The 
remaining  Part  of  the  Prophecy  is  apply'd  to  the  S'ar^- 
prejjion  of  Monajieries,  in  that  Reign,  vvith  which 
it  agrees  well  enough.  But  that  the  Cgzu_  fhould  ligni- 
fy  the  Xing,  and  the  Bull  the  Queen,  feems  to 
be  lb  prepofterous,  and  inconfiltent  wirh  the  Character 
of  Henry  the  9>ih  ,  that  I  fubmit  it  to  You,  Sir,  and 
the  Publick,  whether  the  whole  will  not  bear yc'^^^' (7- 
ther  Ccnjlruciion.  -  ' 

May  it  not  be  apply'd,  for  Inl^rmce,  to  the  tragi- 
cal Reign  of  King  Chhrles  the  \fi  ;  when  it  is  well 
knov/n  that  the -^^f^  had  too  much  Influence  over 
that  unhappy  Prince  P  Arch-Bifliop  Laud  may  as  pro- 
perly be  ftyled  the  mitred  Peacock,^  as  Cardinal  Wol- 
fey,  fmce  his  Pride  v/as  full  as  lofty,  and  at  la'll 
brought  his  Head,  or  Scull,  to  the  Block.  Nay, 
in  one  Refpeft,  it  is  more  applicable  to  that  p^ei^?t 
than  the  other  ;  for  Laud's  Fate  led  the  Way  to 
That  of  his  Majler  ;  or,  as  the  Prophecy  lays,  was  the 
Guide  to  it ;  which  was  not  the  Cafe  cf  WoIi£)h  Fall.T%e 
latter  Part  of  the  Prophecy  aniwers  likewi:e  very  well 
to  the  Subverfion  of  Church  and  State,  at  that 
Time,  as  well  as  tlie  Confufions  and  Calamities  fuble- 
quent  upon  it,  by  the  over-bearing  Power  Qiinjoknt 
Sectaries. 

*  The  Life  and  Death  ^Mother  Shipton,  Lo?i' 
don  Edit.       1697,  P-    ^^- — T^'-f   Hijl^Ofy ,  of  Mot UEK. 

Shipton,/).  i  6. The  flravge  and  zvonderful  Hijlory 

a/id  Prophrcxcs  of  \iOTnv.K  SniPTO^y  p.   18.    . 
Vol.    XIV.  B  b  Or. 


Or,  to  bring  it  hotne  to  our  own  Times,  what  do 
Ybu  think,  Mr.  UAnvers,  of  her  prefent  Catholkk  Ma- 
jefiy  and  Cardinal  Alberoniy  who  was  likewife  a  froud^ 
mitred  Pe acock ^  and  fell  into  Difgrace,  after  He  had 
given  the  poor  Spaniards  ample  Reafon  to  curfe  his  Ad- 
miniftration  ? 

But  whatever  might  be  meant  by  this  Prophecy,  the 
great  Charafter,  which  Mother  Shipton  hath  fo  juftly 
obtain'd  by  her  other  Predi^ions,  puts  it  beyond  all 
poubt  that  it  either  hath  been,  or  will  be  fulfill'd  fome 
Time  or  other  ;  andl  humbly  prbpofe  it  to  the  Ladies 
ef  Great  Britain,  who  have  [the  Honour  of  their  Sex 
and  the  Intereft  of  Necromancy  at  Heart,  that  a  magni- 
£cent  Statue  be  erefted  to  her  Memory,  in  fome  Place 
of  publick  Refort,  with  Mother  Bunch,  on  one 
Side,  ^.^htx Prime-Mi nifter,  and  Mother  Osborne, 
as  her  Secretary,  on  the  other.  Whether  any  farther 
Honours,  or  Attendants,  ought  to  be  decreed  Her,  mull 
be  left  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Committee,  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  Purpofe. 

I  am  the  more  free  in  exprefling  my  Concern  for 
the  Honour  o^ female  Magick,  fince  a  Bill  is  order 'd  to 
be  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,    for  repealing 
that  pernicious  A<ft  of  King  James   the    iji,    which 
feems  to  have  been  calculated   to   deftroy  all  the  Con' 
jurers  in  the  Kingdom,  except  Himfelfi    for  without 
fome  Proficiency  in  that  Art,    it   would  have  been  im- 
pofiible  for  Him  to  fmell  out  a  Gun-powder  Plot  in  the 
letter  to  Lord  Mont  eagle,    if  He  had  no  other  Intelli- 
gence.    Vet  fuch  a   terrible  Enemy  was  He  to  all  Peo- 
ple, who  were  poiTefs'd  of  thtfame  Faculty,  in  any  De- 
gree,   that  He  not  only   wrote    an   ever-memorable 
.  Treatife,   q^WA  D€S7no?iology,  againft  Them,  but  caufed 
Xho. fever e  AcihdorG.-mQnnovCd    to   be  pafs'd,    and  en- 
join'd  all  his  Judges  to  put  it  ftritlly   in  Execution. 
This,  no  Doubt,  was  a  terrible  Difcouragement  to  the 
Gift  ofProphecying  ;  and  though  the  A^  made  no  Dif- 
tm3.ion  of  Sexes,  yet  (?^r/.  was  much   the  greatest  S  uf- 
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ferer  by  it ;  for  it  was  come  to  that  Pafs  at  laft,  that  a 
Ifom^n  could  hardly  grow  poor,  old  and  ugly  (  which 
are  Curfes  enough,  in  all  Confcience,  of  themfelves  ) 
without  Danger  of  being  hang'd  for  a  Witch.  The  Cafe 
of  J^7ie  Wenham  is  flill  freOi  in  moft  People*s  Memory ; 
and  nobody  can  wonder  that  We  have  been  a  little  up- 
on our  Guard  ever  Unce. 

Neither  do  I  fuppofe  that  the  Repeal  of  this  AB  is 
intended  purely  as  Matter  of  Favour  to  Us  ;  for  tho'  it 
hath  Iain  dormant,  for  many  Years,  and  in  a  Man- 
ner grown  obfelete,  with  Regard  to  Mankind,  yet 
ftill  it  hung  over  your  Heads,  in  Terrore??^  i  and  as 
We  have  fome  great  Men  amongft  Us,  v.  ho  have 
juftly  acquired  the  Reputation  of  being  Wizards,  or 
Conjurers,  their  Enemies  might  take  an  Opportunity 
of  putting  this  Law  in  Force  againft  Them,  for 
want  of  other  Means  to  gratify  their  bloody-?ninded 
Vows  and  Refentments.  Nor  will  This  appear  To  im- 
probable, as  fome  People  may  imagine,  when  They 
compare  the  Purport  of  the  Law  and  the  Conduct  of 
thefe  Gentlemen  together. 

rhe  Perfons  included  in  this  Act  are  div4Jed  by  our 
Lawyers  into  the  *  three  following  Clajfes. 

1.  Conjurers;  who  make  ufe  of  Invocations,  or 
magick  Words,  to  raife  the 'D's.yi'l,  and  cofnpel Him  to 

execute  their  Commands. Now,    PJl  appeal  to 

You,  Mr.  WAnvers,  whether  feveral  Things,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  could  have  been  lately  brought 
to  pafs,  if  a  certain  Gentleman,  who  fliall  be  namelefs, 
had  not  had  fome  Dealings  with  another  Gentleman  in 
Black. 

2.  Witches,  or  Wizards;  who  covenant  with 
EVIL  Spirits,    and  entertain  Them  in  their  Service ^ 

by  Fees,  or  Rewards. This  is  fo  common  and 

well-known  a  Cafe,  that  it  ftands  in  Need  of  no  Ex- 
planation. 

*  See  Fleas  of  the  Crown,  p.  5. 
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^     MAGES,  ^/z^  ODD  Representations  (OF  l^ER'-- 
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iieve  nobody  will'be  able  fd  reid '  ?i?/j-  Jrhclel  VvJt'^out 
caiting  his  Eyes  on  a  /////?,  cunning  'A'l a fi,  Vv'lio  hath 
been  muddling  all  his  Life  in  i\iQ  black  Art,  zxio.  pro- 
^MttAje'veral  ftrange  EffeB^,  which  ar'eceVtainly  dbo^t 
the  ordinary  Cotirje  of  Nature  ;  for  I  will  d.cfy  the 
wiieft  Man  in  'Europe_io  prove  that  the  late  happy  Tt^rn 
of  Jffiirs,  in  Favour  of  the  E mperor,'  vhiS'  XYit  naturdh 
Effect  cf  kif  Negotiations^  for  ten .  Tearj  ^ajt.  By 
■what  Kind  cf  Means  He  hath  done  Tlrls, 'whether  by 
the  prevailing  Influence  o'i  certain  ImageSy  or  any  odd 
^Reprefentation  of  Perfon,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  He  is  cer- 
tainly Vv^ithin  the  Statute,  as  a  Sorcerer,  or  Cha  rme  r, 
(  which  every  Bodv  mull:  allow  Him  to  be  )  and  there- 
fore I  fh^ll  be  Mtxy  glad  to  fee  it  repeaPd. 

I  muH:  llkewife  lake  the  Liberty  to  obferve,  that  You 
have  been' llifpefled  of  keeping  a\F^/;?z7/V7r  yourfejf;  for 
how  Q.Q\xif\  vou  other  wife  foretel  fo  many  remarkable  E- 
vents,  "which  cair,e  exadly  to  pafs  according  to  your 
Pr editions  ?       ' 

It  is  therefore  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  Good  of  ^// 
Tarties,  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture,  that  this  JB  fnould 
be  repeal'd  ;  and,  indeed,  V/e  have  no  great  Pvcafon 
to  doubt  it;  iince  it  will  not  only  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofe  of.  an  JB  of  Indemnity,  and  fecure  the  great  Per- 
fons  befo re-men cion'd  from  any  IndtBjnent,  or  Articles 
of  Impeachment,  as  Conjurers  ;  but,  perhaps,  •  give 
Them  Grace,  for  the  future,  to  defy  the  DeZ''il  and  all 
hhs  Works.' 

To  tell  you  the  Truth,  Mr.  D'Anvers,    I  am  come, 
to  Town,  with  feveral  of  my  Countrywomen,  on  Pur;^ 
pofe  to  make  Ufe  of  my  little  Intereft,  upon  this  Occa-^ 
lion;  ibr  I  thitt?['it  is  as  incumbent  upon  all  Perfons, 
who  think  Themfclves  a  little  wifer  than  their   Neigh- 
bours, (and  That  isno  inconfiderable  Party,in  this  King- 

-  dom^ 
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dom  )  to  promote  the  Repeal  of  this  Law,  as  the  Dif~ 
/enters  do  to  follicit  That  of  the  TeJ^ ;  but  I  was  forry 
to  hear  that  three  ox  four  Perfons  (hould  be  fo  indifcreet, 
as  to  appear,  at  the  laft  Mafquerade^  in  theif  proper 
Chara5lers,  and  perform  feveral  magical  OperationSy  be- 
fore We  have  adually  gain'd  our  Point ;  for  I  am  very 
apprehenfive  that  This  may  be  efteem*d  an  Infult  up- 
on Authority f  as  the  Lazo  ftands  at  prefent,  and  per- 
haps induce  fome  Perfons  to  oppofe  the  Repeal  of  it ; 
though,  for  the  Reafons  before-mectionM,  I  am  inclined 
to  hope  that  They  will  not  prevail. 

I  am  S  I  R^ 

Tour  unhiown  "Friend  and  humhle  Sert/ant^ 

N.  Rachel  Foresight. 


The  BAT  and  the  Two  WEASELS. 
A      FABLE. 

»^"  Imitated  from  Monfr.   Fontaine. 

X  A     Bat,   if  Fontaine  We  believe, 
jf\^    That  rang'd  about  one  Summer's  Eve^ 
At  Morn,    retiring  to  his   Reft, 
Flew  foufe  into  a  WeaJeVs  Neft, 
Who  thus  accofts  his  trembling  Ear  ; 
Hoio  dares  fuch  Vermin  e7iter  here? 
You  fancy  Rajcal,    donU  you  know 
That   Pm  to  all  your   Race  a  Foe, 
And  wage  eternal  War  with  Mice  ?•— — « 
Then  would  have  gorged  Kim  in  a  Trice  j 

When  thus  the  Bat Upon  my  Word^ 

Sir,  you  mi/lake  me  j   Tm  a  Bird  ; 

A  Aioufe! Tl?e  Name  is  a  Difgrace  j 

I  f corn  the  little  creeping  Race  j 

B  b  3  9C' 
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Behold  the  Wings,    with  which  I  fly. 
And  flit  between  the  Earth  and  Sky. 
Good  Sir,   my  Life  in  Mercy   (pare  ; 
See  !   how  Til  skim  the  midzuay  Air  ! 
The  cunning  Bat,  by   this  Deceit, 
Procured  Himfelf  a  fafe  Retreat. 

Misfortune  fhould  have  made  Him  wife  ; 
But  next  Night  out  again   He  flies  ; 
Unlucky  Chance  !    He  pops  again 
Into  another  Wcafels  Den,; 
'  How  fhall  He  now  his  Safety  find  ? 
This,  a  dire  Foe  \.o  feathered  Kind, 
With  Jaws  as  keen  as  any  Shark, 
^Prepared  to  eat  Him,  for  a  Lark  ; 
The  Bat,    a  fecond  Time  in  Danger, 
Cry'd  out,  dear  Sir,  '^ajffuage  your  Anger, 
Tm  not  a  Bird,    nor  fit   to  eat, 
<  Obfer-ve  my  Fur,  and  fee  my  F^tti 
Believe  me,  Tm  an  honefl  Moufe, 
As  e''er  inhabited  an  Houfe  ; 
Long  live  the  Race  of  Mice  and  Rats, 
And  damn  the  griping  Paws  of  Cats  !       <  ■ 
The  Bat,  with  this  adroit  Reply, 
RegainM  once  more  his  Liberty, 
And  (wice  efcap'd,  by  different  Arts  : 
Such  is  the  Ufe  of  ready   Parts. 

The  Fab/£  told,  where  is  it  pat  ? 
Why  LoNGUS  is  this- very  Bat ; 
Two  Bobs,  the  Weasels  of  the  Story, 

IP^^ le  and  H- ly,  Whig  and  Tory, 

At  different  Times,  v/ith  equal  Zeal, 
Retained  Him  'gsinft  the  Common-"Weal, 
And  placed  Him  in  the  Sen  ate- Houfe, 
A  Bird  with  one,  with  one  a  Moufe  ; 
Now  a  poor  creeping,  groveling  Squire, 
Then,  like  a  Bird^  a  bold  Highflyer  ; 
Cnce  loved  the  Church  -,  'tis  now  .a  Jeft  ; 
He*s  ready  to  repeal  the  Teft ; 

The 
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The  Stuarts  whilom  his  Profeffion, 
But  now  the  Hanover  SucceJJion  ; 
Swears  that  the  only  Right  divine 
Is  to  be  found  in  George's  Line  ; 
Staunch  in  his  Principles  for  Kings, 
Yet  crawling  on  his  very  Wings ; 
For  Prey   He  skulks  about  at  Night, 
And  ftrives  to  fliun  the  publick  Sight ; 
A  Spy,  vvhenever  He  appears, 
And,  like  a  Bat,   with  double  Ears. 

Learn  hence  this  Moral,  ye  Court-Sages, 
Who  earn  and  would  deferve  your  Wages, 
To  make  your  Fortunes  large  and  ample. 
Bat  Longus  be  your  fixt  Example.  C. 
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To  Francis   Walsingham,   Ef^; 

Worthy  Sir, 

O  U  and  I  have  not  had  any  dire^l  Cor- 
refpondence,  or  Difpute  with  each  other, 
for  fome  Time  paft.  A  Perfon  of  your 
Importance  will,  no  Doubt,  impute 
This  to  your  Contempt  of  fo  mean  an 
Adverjary  ;  and  I  cannot  deny  it  to  be 
a  fair  Retaliation  enough,  confidering  my  former  Treat- 
ment of  You,  upon  feveral  Occalions  -,  particularly  in 
letting  up  my  Nephew  Theophilus  againfl  You. 

But  there  is  another  Part  of  your  late  Conduft,  which 
Teems  to  ftand  in  Need  of  fome  Explanation  ;  for  though 
You  fet  out  in  the  Gazetteer  with  afiliring  Us,  as  You 

did 
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did  in  the  Free-Briton,  *  •*  that  You  intended  to  pro- 
<*  fecute  the  Defign  of  that  Paper,  on  the  fame  Day, 
"  every  Week ;  and  that  You  would  make  Yourfelf 
*f  anfwerable  for  tbo/e  Performances,  in  this  political 
«  Medley,  which  fhould  be  your  own,  by  fubfcribing 
"  your  l^ame  to  them."  — «^  Notwithftanding  this 
Declaration,  I  fay,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  You  had 
not  proceeded  two  Months  in  your  new  Undertaking 
before  You  deferted  your  Poft,  and  either  difappearM 
on  your  appoiiited  Day,  or  fupjvefs'd  that  foi'midable 
Name,  with  which  You  had  ki  long  introduced  your 
Labours  into  the  WorJd. 

Whether  this  proceeds  from  that  Excefs  of  Modefly, 
for  which  You  have  fo  long  dillinguifli'd  Yourfelf,  and 
a  candid  Unwillingnefs  that  fo  great  a  Name  fhould  add 
any  Weight  to  your  Arguments,  or  from  any  other 
Gaufe,  1  fhall  not  prefume  to  determine  ;  but  a  remark- 
able Hand,  like  That  of  Efau,  will  difcover  itfelf 
'through  any  Difguife  ;  and  there  is  fuch  a  peculiar 
yne  Jcay  quoy  in  all  your  Piodudlions,  that  it  is  im- 
polTible  to  conceal  them  from  any  Body,  who  is  the 
leafl:  acquainted  with  your  Style  and  Manner  of  writ- 
ing. By  thefe  Marks,  it  was  immediately  vifible  that 
thole  inimitable  Papers,  about  fix  Montlis  ago,  intitled 
the  Cafe  of  the  Bank-Contract,  had  the  Honour  to 
pafs  under  '^our  Pen,  though  it  was  fiill  as  evident  that 
the  Materials  could  come  from  nobody  but  your  ho- 
nourable Patron.  This  induced  Me  to  addrefs  my  An- 
fwer  to  Hitn  \  in  which  1  certainly  did  You  an  emi- 
nent Piece  of  Service  ;  iince  it  could  be  your  only  Ex- 
cufe  for  giving  up  that  Point,  in  h  lliameful  a  Manner, 
.after  your  repeated  Menaces  not  to  let  Me  have  a  Mo- 
ments Rejl,  but  to  purfue  Me,  f  Day  after  Day,  Week 
After  Week,  Year  after  Year,  in  all  Places,  in  all  Papers, 
in  every  Column,  Paragraph,  and  Part  of  a- Paper,  till 
your  Patron  was  acquitted  of  that  Charge. 

"  '      "  -       ;  J-.    i-i.  ■  " 

*  Gaz.  No.  I.  T  G^^'  ^^pf'  io«  1735- 
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The  fame  Hand  is  eminently  confpicuous  in  thofe  ad- 
mirable. Papers  upon  the  prefentPlnn  of  Fence,  which 
hive  late'y  made  their  Appearance  in  the  Ga%etteen  and 
it  is  iurprizing  that  the  *  Author^  to  whom  they  are  inten-^ 
ded  as  an  Aniwer,  hath  not  yet  thought  fit  to  make  You 
any  Reply.  This  can  proceed  from  but  two  Caufer,  That 
is,  either  a  Confcioufneis  of  his  Inability  to  contend  with 
fo  finifb'^d  a  Politidan  ;  or  from  an  over-weening  Opi- 
nion that  You  have  faid  nothing  to  the  Purpofe,  con- 
cerning the  material  Poifits  in  Debate.  Now,  to  do 
Juftice  on  both  Side?,  it  mult  be  confefs'd  that  You 
have  confined  Yourfelf  chiefly  to  t\\Q  previous  ^efiioni 
namely,  that  -the  prefe?it  Plan  was  the  Child  of  your 
Patron'' s  own  Brain  ;  which  You  have  proved  in  the 
following  Manner;  vi%. 

1 .  7'hough  a  certain  Ajubajfador  might  be  recalled, 
upon  Complaint  made  againil  Him,  for  blabbing  out 
this  Secret  too  foon  ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  concluded  from 
hence  that  his  expofing  your  Patron's  Ignorance  had 
any  Sh.ire  in  his  Revocation  ;  and  though  it  is  well 
knozvn  (pardon  the  E'xprefTion)  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tle?nan  himielf  confeiVd  He  w^as  then  a  Stranger  to  any 

fuch  Negotiation,  yet  That  is  to  belook'd  upon  only  as  a 
Piece  of  State-Policy  to  conceal  his  Knowledge,  till  the 
proper  Time  of  divulging  it  fhould  come. 

2.  Though  it  would  not  have  been  prudent  in  the 
King  to  acquaint  his  People  ajfembled  in  Parlia- 
ment, that  He  had  any  Hand  in  the  Negotiation--,  or 
fo  much  as  knew  of  them  ;  yet  it  was  abfolutely  re- 
quifiteand  expedient  for  You  to  make  the  People  with- 
out Doors  believe  it,  if  pofilble  ;  which  You  have 
endeavour'd  to  do  by,  at  leaft,  an  hundred  federal  AJfer- 
//Va'j,  to  thatPurpofc. 

3.  It  ought  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleni'^.n  and  his  Agents  {^^xV.f.xA-SixXy  \\\q  famous  Equili- 
brift )  did  adlually  brew  up  the  Differences  between  the 
Allies,  tho'   it  would  not  be  wife  to  allert  it;   but  You 

*  Qbfervations  on  the  prefent  Plan  of  Peace. 

have 
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have  done  That  as  well,  by  Way  of  Infinuation  ;  and 
feme  of  •^our  Affhciates  have  not  been  fo  nice.  By  the 
Way,  This  feems  to  be  an  Argument,  which  the  Ob- 
fervater  unluckily  threw  in  your  Way,  by  asking  tl^^ 
following  Queftions.  —  "  Will  it  be  pretended  that 
*•  our  Mtnijlers  fow'd  the  Seeds  of  DiiTention  between 
**  Spain  and  the  King  of  Sardinia ,  in  Relation  to  the 
*'  Milaneje^  which  made  the  latter  grow  cool  in  the 
**  Profecution  of  the  War,  and  at  laft  withdraw  Himjelf^ 
**  as  well  as  his  Troops',  or  that  Tke^  advifed  the  ^een 
**  of  Spain  to  make  thofe  fecret  Overtures  to  the  Court 
**  oiVienna^  in  Favour  of  her  ^•i'?;,  which  gave  Trance  fo 
*'  juft  an  Alarm,  and  occafion'd  the  prefent  Accommo- 
**  dation  between  that  Court  and  the  Emperor  ?"— — * 
The  Objervator  feem'd  to  imagine,  by  his  Manner  c£ 
asking  thefe  ^eJiionSy  that  You  would  not  have  the 
Confidence  to  anfwer  them  in  the  Affirmati'ue\  but 
there  You  bit  Him,  and  fnapt  one  of  your  beil  Arguments 
out  of  his  own  Mouth. 

4.  As  to  the  ^een  of  Spain's  fecret  Overtures  to  the 
Court  of  ViEnnAi  You  obferve  very  fagely,  that  it  is  a 
Matter  to  be  proved  i  and  your  good  Sifter  Oj^i^r;^^  (who 
follows  You  in  every  Thing,  even  to  the  concealing  her 
Name)  tells  us  as  laconically,  that  no  Conclufion  can  b? 
drawn  from  it. 

But  fuppofmg  that  -pur  Patron  was  privy  to  thefe 
Negotiations ,  by  a  Kind  oi  intuitive  Knowledge,  and 
even  coadudled  them  to  their  prefent  Crifis,  hyfuperna- 
tural  Means,  abfolutely  infcrutable  by  the  moft  penetrat- 
ing Eyes ;  the  main  Queftion  ftill  remains,  whether  the 
Flan  is  built  on  a  good  Foundation,  and  for  the  general 
Intereft  of  Europe,  —  No  \  this  Point,  fay  You,  is  given 
up;  it  being  acknowledged,  in  t\itObfervations,  •*  that 
**  it  is  a  great  Blefling  to  us,  in  our  prefent  unhappy 
**  Circumftances,  that  the  contending  Powers  have  beea 
**  abletoadjuft  their  Differences  amongft  Themfelves; 
**  and  that  even  the  Patriots  rejoice  in  tho. prefent  Pro- 
**  fpe^  of  ?^^^."— -«-Well,  and  what  then  ?  Does  all 

This 


This  amount  to  any   Thing  more  than  a  candid  De- 
claration that  Pe^ce  is  fo  defirable,  in  our  prefent  un- 
happy Circnmftances^  that  even  the  ProfpeSi  of  it  is  Mat* 
^^^  of  Joy  to  all  Parties,  however  divided  in  their  O- 
pinions  concerning  the  Adminiftratim  of  Government  ? 
Does  it  include  any  Approbation  of  the  Plan  itfelf,  or 
the  Termi,  upon  which  it  is  built  ?  On  the  contrary, 
it  fuppoles  us  to  be  in  fuch  calamitous  Circumftances, 
that  Peace  is  become  almoll  neceflary,  upon  any  Terms.  ■ 
If  a  Ship  is  call  away,  and  the  Men  ihould  happen, 
by  fome  great  good  Providence,  to  fave  their  Lives,  tho* 
with  the  Lofs  of  all  They  have  in  the  World,  They 
may  certainly  be  allow'd  to  rejoice  in  their  prefent  De- 
liverance J   but  is  it  to  be  infer'd  from  hence,  that  the 
Ship   was   skilfully    navigated,    or   that   They  think 
Themfelves  in  happy  Circumjfances  P  Nay,  if  it  can  be 
proved  that  the  Pilot  run  Them  headlong  upon  a  Rock, 
by  his  Papnejs  and  Objiinacy,  ought  He  not  to  be  pro- 
fecuted  with  the  utmoft  Rigour  ?  Or,  if  it  fhould  ap- 
pear that  their  Misfortune  was  owing  to  his  Ignorance 
and  Want  of  Skill,  would  any  zuife  Captain  trull  Him 

with  the  Care  of  a  Ship  again  ? But  to  proceed. 

The  Author  of  the  Obfervations  is  fo  far  from  approv- 
ing the  Pr^//wz'7/^n>j,  as  they  have  been  hitherto  pub- 
lifh*d,  that  He  hath  made  feveral  material  Cbjedlions 
to  them  ;  particularly  with  Regard  to  the  Cefhon  of 
Lorain,  which  You  were  pleafed  to  call  a  trifling  and 
'inconfiderable  Acquijition  to  France  ',  but,  in  Anfwer  to 
This,  He  hath  fhewn  it  to  be  one  of  the  mofl  impor- 
tant Acceffions,  both  in  Point  of  Riches  and  Pozuer^ 
that  the  Crown  of  France  ever  did,  or  could  ever,  ob- 
tain ;  "  that  it  will  produce,  at  leall,  above  half  a 
■'•*  MILLION  a  Year,  and  i"upport  thirty  thousand 
**  Men;  that  it  may  be  eafily  made  an  impenetrable 
'*  Barrier  to  France,  on  that  Side ;  and  at  the  fame 
*'  Time,  be  a  Key  in  her  Hands,  to  open  or  fhut  the 
"'  Door  IntoGermanv,  as  Occafion  requires. 

He 
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He  hath  likewife  objefted,  with  very  great  Appear- 
ance of  Reafon,  that  giving  Don  Carlos  the  Stato  del 
Prejidii,  cr  the  Ports  on  the  Coafts  oxTuJcmiy,  leems  to 
have  a  very  bad  A(pe£l  ;  for  as  thcfe  Forts  lie  at  a 
great  Diftance  from  his  new-allotted  Dominions  of  ^^- 
p/es  and  Sicily,  it  is  hard  to  guefs  with  what  View 
This  could  be  done,  "  unlefs  France  delign'd  them  as  a 
**  Nejl-Egg  for  future  Contentions,  by  giving  the  Spa- 
'*  niards  an  Jnkt  at  any  Time  into  Lombardy,  or  as 
**  Dragcn's  Teeth,  which  may  hereafter  rile  ;up  in 
"  arm'd  Men. 

■  But  whatever  the  Plan,  or  the  Treaty,  may  be  ;  it 
is  demonftrably  our  Intereft,  as  the  fame  Author  ob- 
ferves,  not  to  take  the  Burthen  o'l  guarantying  it  upon 
Ourfelves ;  and  as  We  are  providentially  extricated  out 
of  all  our  late  Ertgagements,  which  brought  us  into  fuch 
imminent  Danger,  Vv''e  may  rdy  upon  his  Majelly's 
Wiidom  and  Goodnels  that  He  will  not  involve  Us  in 
>ny  more,  ^vithout  the  utmoft  Neceffity.  The  Pvotef- 
tant  SucceJJion  in  his  Majefly's  Family  is  now  fo  firmiy 
ellablifli'd,  that  He  does  not  Hand  in  Need  of  any  re- 
ciprocal Guarafities  to  fecure  it;  and  fmce  \hQ.  cent  end- 
ing Powers  have  thought  fit  to  leave  us  out  of  the  Nego- 
tiation of  Peace,  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  think  that  it  is  not 
only  very  extraordinary  in  Them  to  expc6l  that  We 
fliould  take  the  moft  hazardous  Part  of  the  Treaty  up- 
on Ourfelves ;  but  that  it  would  be  even  derogatory 
to  his  Majefifs  Honour,  "to  fuppofe  that  He  will  un- 
dertake it. 

Now,  inilead  of  giving  any  dii^inft  Ahfwer  to  thefe 
Points,  in  your  iste  Reply  to  the  Obfervaticns,  You 
endeavour  to  jimufe  the  Reader  with  a  tedious  Repe- 
tition of  the  fame  general  Arguments  on  the  Advan- 
tages of  Pjace,  and  infolent  Triumphs  on  the  *  ''  pre- 
''^fent  State  of  Affairs  ;  which  is-  fo  pro  perous,  (  as 
*'  ym  tell  us,  in  your  laft  paper  )  that  neither  the  Ma- 
'•■  ' 

*  Gc.%,  Feb.  27. 
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"  Malice  of  our  'Enemies  can  point  out  what  We  want, 
'*  nor  the  Kindnelsof  our  FnVW/  devife  vvhat  to  wifh, 
♦*  for  the  Ferfe£tio7i  of  our  Happinefsy  except  our  own 
"  mutual  Agreement. 

This  is   a   glorious  State  of  Things,    indeed,  and 
enough   to  excite  the  higheiVTranfports  o^  Joy;    but 
the  Misfortune  is,    that  You  are  always  apt  to  reekou 
your  Chickens  before  they  are  hatched.     It   is  true  that 
a   Coincidence  of  lucky    Circumftances  hath  brought 
forth  an  Egg  of  Negotiati-in  ;  and   if  tn>fty // — r^  had 
the  brooding  over  it,  there  is  no  Doubt  it   would  pro- 
duce fomething  very  extraordinary  ;    but  God  knows 
whether  our  good   Friend  the  Cardinal^  or  old  Prince 
Eugene  have  Warmth  enough  left  to  bring  it  to  Matu- 
rity.    For  this  Reafon,    methinks.    You  might   have 
defer'd  your  Exultations,  at  leail:,    till  the  Treat*^  was 
produced,  and  You  could  point  out  the  particular  Ar- 
ticles,   in  which  the  Perfection  of  our  Happinefs     is 
■  placed  ;    but,  as  I  faid  before,  the  Itch  of  crozving  over 
your  Adverfaries  \vas  alv^'ays  fo  iirong  upon  You,  that 
You  never  could  have  Patience    to  wait  till   the  pro- 
per Time.     Not  only  every  ^'(aty,    but  every   Plan, 
or  Draught  of  a  Treaty,  that  hath  been  projcfted  fince 
You  comiTienced  a  publick  Writer,   (  and  they  are  not 
very  'izvf  in  Number  )     hath  been  the  Subjed   of  yi/zr 
panegyrical  Pen.    I  need  only  put  You  in  Mind  of  your 
hyperbolical  Encomiums  on  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  the 
Provifional  Treaty,  the  Treaty  of  Seville,    and  the  ez'er- 
memorable  Treaty  of  Vienna,    ia   the  Year   173 1,  up- 
on which.  You  founded  the  natural  Probability  of  a  lajl- 
ing  Peace,  though  it  evidently  laid  the  Foundation  of 
z  fpeedy  War.     After  all  thele  Examples  of  your  Pro- 
penfity  to  cry  up  any -Treaty,   that  v^iil  only  leive  an 
anniverfary    Purpo/e,      You  cannot    exped    that   We 
ihould  give  much   Credit  to  any  of  your  Afiertion?, 
upon    thefe   Heads  ;    and,    indeed,    You  feem  to   be 
fo  confcious  of  it  Yourself,  that  You  endeavour  to  dif- 
gai'e  your  Eulogium  on  the  prefnt   Treaty,    by  fup- 
VoL.  XIV.  C  c  preffing 
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pre  fling  your  Name,  left  fome  untoward  Event  fhould 
oblige  You  to  recant  ir,  according  to  Cuftom.  J  look 
upon  This  as  an' extraordinary  Initance  of  your  Modejly, 
but  hope  it  will  not  grow  lb  much  upon  You,  as  to 
<ieprive  us  of  fome  farther  Remarks  upon  this  critical 
ConjunSfure. 

To  tell  you  the  Truth,  Mr.  Walfingham^  I  have  fe- 
veral  Things  to  fay  upon  this  Subje5i^  befides  whaf 
have  been  already  obferved  ;  but  1  don't  know  how  to 
bring  them  out  to  Advantage,  without  having  a  Butt  to 
ihoot  at  ;  and  as  You  have  often  ferved  Me  in  that  Ca- 
pacity^ I  fhould  take  it  as  a  particular  Favour,  if  You 
would  be  fo  good  as  to  do  it,  upon  the  prefent  Occafion. 
I  long  to  mount  the  ^tage  with  You  once  more ;  and, 
in  Return  for  fuch  an  Obligation,  will  allow  You  to  di- 
vert the  Spectators  with  as  much  of  Captain  Vinegar's 
Mob-PIny  as  You  pleafe  i  for  Thefe  are  the  Weapons,  at 
which  You  fo  juftly  boafl,  in  your  laji  Paper,  of  hav- 
ing overmatched  Us,  and  therefore  You  can  have  no 
Reafon  to  decline  the  Combat. 

I  fliali  impatiendy  wait  for  your  Anfwer,  and  am  in 
the  mean  Time,  worthy  Sir, 

Gr  a  y's-I n  n ,  Tour  7noli  obedient f 

March  i,   1735-6. 

humble  Servant, 

D.  CAL.  D'ANVERS. 


SATURDAY 
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To    CALEB     D'AN  VERS,    £/^; 

H  E  prefent  Age  hath  been  Co  fjiiiiful 
of  nezo  Di/coz'sries,     that  it  may  be  pro- 
perly cali'd  the  ^ge  of  In-z'ciilion  ;  and  if 
Polidore    Vergil  were  novv"  alive.    He 
might  eafily  hnd   Materials  to  write  an- 
other   Book    de     Rerurn    Irifentcrilius.. 
Whether  this  proceeds  from  NecfJIity,     which  is  pro- 
verbicilly  eileem'd    t]^<e   Mother  of  InverJmiy    or  from 
fome  particular  Luxu:iancy  of  Genius  in    the   preiejic 
Generation,  I  ihall  leave  You  and  the  mlnijieriai  Writers 
to  fettle  between  You  i    but  the  Fa6l  is  fo  clear,    and 
might  be  evinced   by  fuch   a   Multitude  of  Inliance?, 
that  I  believe -nobody  will  prefume  to  difpute  it.     V^^e 
have  not  only  made  prodigious  Improvements  in  all 
Kinds  of  Mechanicks   and  experimental  Pbilofophy^  but 
in  the  Arts  ol  Government.     In  this  Light,  I  look  upon 
all  Schemes   ibr  paying  off  our  Debts,  without  Mcney^ 
and  impoling  nezv  'Taxes ,  wiihout  any  additional  Bur- 
then upon  the  People^    of  \^  hich  We  have  had  feveral 
Specimens,  within  a  few  Years  pail.     But  the  moil:  ex- 
traordinary Dijcoveries,  which  even  this  Jge  hath  pro- 
duced,   are  Mr.   Fo^'s,  late  Projedl   for  converting  our 
prefent  ft  anding  Army  into  a  zoaxen  one ;  and  a  Machine  y 
which  a  certain  Operator  from  fome  Place  in  Kent,  or 
Arundel  in  Saffex^    hath  exhibited  in  Weflmrnfter, 
for  letting  frefo  Air  into  pub  lick  AJfemblies.     The /or" 
mer  o/Thefe  is  already  fo  effedually  exploded,  by  the 
C  c  2  jiioit 


304         ^he  C  R  -A  F  T  S  M  A  N.     N^  J06., 

moil  competent  Judges  of  fuch  Matters,  that  it  is  reed- 
lefs  to  fhew  its  Defeds.  But  the  fatter  hath  metri 
with  fo  much  Encouragement,  that  I  muft  beg  Lea\'e 
to  trouble  You  with  a  few  Remarks  upon  it,  before 
jhe  Proprietor  obtains  an  exchfive  Patent,  which!  am' 
told  He  is  now  folicicing,  and  to  propofe  another  of  my 
own  Invention,  which  I  humbly  apprehend  will  anfvve? 
the  Dejign  much  better. 

]  In  the  iirfl  Place,  it  is  demonilrable  that  the  Ma-^ 
chine,  erefled  at  Wefinmijier,  will  be  attended  wittt 
fatal  Confequences  to  the  Health  and  Lives  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  befi  Subjefls  j  for  as  the  Air  is  convey'd  through 
certain  Tubes  at  the  Top  of  the  Houfe,  and  defcends 
perpendicularly  in  a  fudden  Blafl^,  it  is  evident  that 
Thofe,  who  happen  to  fit  diredtly  under  the  Vortex ^ 
mull  be  in  great  Danger  of  catching  Cold  ;  and  I  am 
informed  that  feveral  Gentlemen  have  already  com- 
pJainM  of  getting  the  Gout,  and  other  Dijlempers,  by 
fuch  Guib  of  razv  Air  bein-g  let  in  upon  Them  ; 
particularly  two  Perfons  of  great-  Bulk  and  Emi- 
•nmce,  though  of  different  Principles,  whofe  Abfence 
was  obferved  to  give  no  fmail  Interruption  to  pub- 
lick   Bufmefs. 

Befides,  it  hath  been  found,  by  Experience,  that  the 
Benefit    propofed  by  this  Invention  is  almoft  momen- 
tary ;  and  that  the /»//r^  ^Vi^^r,    which  is   let  in,  im-- 
mediately  flagnate?,  by  mixing  with  the  corrupted  Ef- 
fluvia, that  it  meets  there. 

Now,  in  order  to  reftify  fo  capital  an  Overfight,  I 
>iav-^  invented  an  Engine,  by  which  all  xlhtfoul,  putriffd 
Air  may  be  exhauiled,  before  any  frefh  is  admitted, 
and  thereby  render  fo  noble  a  Defign  really  ufeful  and 
effedual ;  for,  by  the  Help  of  This,  Gentlemen  will 
not  only  have  the  Advantage  of  breathing  in  Frefco,  as 
often  as  They  pleafe,  but  when  any  Perfons  begin  to 
grow  vociferous  and  troublefome  in  Company,  there 
■will  be  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  draw  out  all  the 
Air,  which  common  Experiments  ftiew  us   to  be  the 

only 
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only   Vehicle  of  Sound,    and   They  will  immediately 
become  fiknt. 

What  an  excellent  Ule  might  be  made  of  This  at 
Gaming-TdbleSy  and  Tea-Tables,  by  putting  a  Stop  to 
whole  Vollies  of  blafphemous  Oaths  at  ^;^^,  and  as  much 
fcandalous  Tittle-Tattle  at  the  other  F 

But  what  I  chiefly  propofe  by  it  is,  to  defeat  all 
thole  /editions  Harangues  and  InveSiives,  which  are 
groivn  fo  frequent  in  publick  AJfejnblies,  to  the  Delay  of 
necejfary  Bujinefs,  and  the  very  great  Annoyance  of  lomc 
eminent  Perfonages.  Whenever  therefore  a  Debate  up- 
on any  Point  happens  to  grow  fo  warm,  that  ih.t full 
DifcuJJion  of  it  may  be  attended  with  mifchievous  Con- 
fequences,  1  propole  that  the  Majier  of  the  Houfe,  who 
is  to  have  the  Management  and  Direction  of  this  En- 
giney  fhould  order  his  Servants  to  pump  azvay,  and 
leave  the  Company  flaring  at  one  another,  without 
being  able  to  hear  a  Word  that  is  faid.  This  will  be 
much  more  genteel,  and  agreeable  to  the  Tafte  of  the 
prefent  Times,  than  making  Ufe  of  Violence,  and  kick- 
ing Them  directly  out  of  Doors,  as  was  praftiied 
by  Oliver  Cromwel,  and  fome  of  our  old  huff"^ 
bluff  Kings. 

I  have  likevvife  contrived  my  Engine  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner, that  v/henever  it  fhall  be  judged  expedient,  for 
Formes  Sake,  to  debate  a  Point,  the  Engine-Player  will 
have  it  in  his  Power  to  turn  it  which  Way  He  pleafes. 
For  Inibnce,  by  applying  one  ofthj  Pipes  to  a  Patriots 
Ivlovdh,  when  He  begins  to  expatiate  noon  any  difagree- 
able  Subjeciy  He  may  draw  all  his  Words  out  of  it, 
and  expofe  Him  to  the  Contempt  of  the  zvhole  j^JJe?n- 
lle,  iniiead  of  exciting  their  Attention,  or  gaining  their 
Concurrence ;  for  it  will  certainly  make  a  ridiculous 
Figure  enough,  to  fee  a  modern  Patriot,  big  with  Ar- 
;  lunen ration  againft  Taxes^  Exdfes,  2X\^  f  anding  Ar^ 
tnies,  iV-pt  Ihort  in  the  rradfi  of  his  Speech,  gafping  for 
Breath,  like  a  Cat  in  an  y///-P/^>^;/',  and  muttering  his 
Lip.-,  wiiiioat  being  able  to  produce  any  articulate. 
C  c  3  Sound, 
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Sound.  — —  At  the  fame  Time,  by  clapping  nnother 
Pipe  of  my  Engine  to  the  Pofteriors  of  fome  honeji  Cour- 
tier^ (  who  may  happen  to  be  barren  of  Words,  though 
fiill  of  Zeal )  He  fhall  be  fwell'd  up,  all  on  a  fudden, 
with  fuch  a  Quantity  of  ih^finefi  Air,  that  it  will  in- 
ftantly  force  its  Way  through  his  Mouth,  in  a  Torrent 
of  Eloquence,  and  difcharge  itfelf  with  wonderful  Ef- 
fect on  the  Ears  of  the  Audience.  ' 

This  will  be  of  great  Ufe  to  young  Gentlemen  of  For- 
tune, who  may  hereafter  be  charged  with  the  honour- 
able Office  of  moving  for  and  feconding  Addrejfes,  or 
any  other  perfunSlory  Bufinef,  of  the  fame  Nature  ; 
for,  by  thefe  Means,  They  .will  make  a  much  better 
Appearance,  than  by  reading  a  Speech  out  of  their 
H^ts,  in  an  awkard  blundering  Manner,  or  being 
prompted  by  a  Man  at  their  Elbow,  in  the  Face  of  the 
whole  Aflembly. 

I  mull  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  eonfefs  that  the  firft  Try- 
al  of  my  Invention  was  attended  with  a  very  unlucky 
Accident.  You  muft  know,  Mr.  UAnvers,  that  I 
am  by  Birth  a  Her^ordjhire  Man,  and  was  defired  to 
make  the  Experiment  upon  z  great,  loobily  Baronet  oi 
my  own  Country,  who  had  a  ftrange  Affedlation  of 
prating  in  Publick,  though  He  had  but  juft  begun  to 
learn  his  A.  B.  C.  He  had  the  Pvlisfortune,  at  that 
Time;  to  have  a  certain  laxative  Diftemper  upon  Him, 
to  which  He  is  much  fobjeft,  and  having  fill'd  my 
£;^^/>^  witha  huge  Quantity  of  Air,  in  Proportion  to 
the  ObjeB  I  was  to  work  upon,  it  forced  all  his  Ex- 
crements upwards,  and  He  hath  been  ever  fmce  very 
foul-moutFd.  This  is  the  greater  Misfortune  bo'.h  to 
Him  and  Me,  becaufe  He  cannot  write,  fo  a?  to  be  in- 
telligible ;  and  the  fa?ne  Filth  hath  like  wife  found  a 
Way  thro'  his  Fi?2g€rs  Ends. 

This,  I  fay,  was  a  fad  Mifchance,  and  difcouraged 
Me  fo  much  at  firir,  that  I  was  almoft  tempted  to  hy 
my  Proje^  WCuQly  afide  ;  but  being  advifed  by  an 
hQnourable  Per/on,  who  fliall  be  nimelefs,  to  make  an- 

oiher 
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other  Experiment  of  it  upon  a  noble  Lord,  his  Friend, 
it  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  He  hath  proved  one  of  th§ 
bright ejl  Orators  of  the  Age*  and  obliged  the  World 
with  diverfe  excellent  Pieces  of  Eloquence,  which 
were  intirely  owing  to  the  Sub-infpiration  q^  my  pneu- 
matick  Engine. 

I  have  fmce  made  feveral  other  Tryals,  with  the 
like  Succefs,  upon  Perfons  of  different  Ranks,  Charac- 
ters, and  Profeflions,  who  may  hereafter  oblige 
Me  with  a  particular  Atteftation  under  their  own 
Hands. 

In  fhort,  iJ/r,  I  will  venture  to  aflert  that  this  En- 
gi7i8y  which  may  be  apply'd  to  feveral  other  Ufes, 
both  in  Courts  and  private  Fa?ni/ies  is  the  moll  curi- 
ous Piece  of  Mechanifm,  that  ever  was  invented  ;  and 
when  its  Exellencies  come  to  be  known,  no  Gentle- 
man of  Fortune,  who  coniiders  his  do?neJlick  Peace, 
or  the  Good  of  the  Publick,  will  be  without  one  of 
vthem  in  his  Houfe. 

■  I  am  feniible,  Mr.  WAnvers,  that  fuch  an  Inven- 
tion is  not  altogether  agreeable  to  your  Schemes,  and 
therefore,  perhaps,  this  Application  may  be  thought 
unreafonable  ;  but  as  You  have  often  profefs'd  your 
Impartiality,  and  pablifh'd  feveral  Pieces  againft  Your- 
felf,  I  am  not  v/ithout  Hopes  of  obtaining  the  fame  Fa- 
vour, v^hich  fhall  be  forever  acknowledged  by, 
SIR, 

Tour  confant   "Reader,  ^ 
C.     A.  and  humbk  Servant  unknozvn.      T.  T. 


SAT  UkDAY, 
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I H  O  U  G  H  I  never  had  any  great  Opi- 
nion of  Mr.  Waljinghamh  Abilities, 
either  as  a  Writer  or  a  Politician^  yet  I 
muft  confefs  myfelf  a  little  iurprized  at 
his  Paper  of  Friday  the  12th  Inft.  in 
Anfwer  to  mine  of  the  Saturda-^  before  ; 
having,  in  this  Paper ^  (o  far  under- done  all  his  ujual 
TJnder-Doings,  that  He  hath  proved  Himfelf,  as  Mr. 
Tog  obferves,  to  be  more  an  old  Woman  than  even  Mo- 
ther Osborne  herfelf  ;  for  inilead  of  entering  into  the 
Merits  of  a  Tran/a^ion,  which  He  had  extolled  as  the 
Mafterpiece  of  human  Policy,  and  afcrib'd  intirely  to 
the  Wisdom  /?W Integrity  of  his  Patron,  zohich 
can  never  enough  be  adored,  He  contents  Himfelf 
with  repeating  his  former  Aflertions  and  Cavils  at  an 
Expreffion  or  two  in  the  Objcrvattons.  As  for  Inflance. 

He  pofitiv^ly  denies  that  any  A?nbaJJador  hath  been 
recalTd,  at  the  Infiigation  of  his  P^/r^?;,  for  divulging 
the  Secret  of  an  Accommodation  between  France,  and 
the  Emperor,  before  He  knew  any  Thing  of  the  Mat- 
ter. Now  fuppofmg  the  Fadl  to  he  as  Mr.  Walfing- 
ham  afferts,  that  no  AmbaJ/ador  hath  been  actually  vo.^ 
cali'd,  upon  that  Account,  will  He  pretend  to  lay  that 
Tio  Steps  were  taken  to  fuch  a  Purpofe,  by  Complaints 
from  hence  ;  or  that  ?iO  A?nbaJfador  hath  been  indliced 
by  the  Ufage,  which  He  received  upon  that  Account, 
to  dejire  to  be  recali'd  Himfelf?  And  if  He  Oiould  not 
happen  to  be  recalPd  at  laft.  how   will  That  invalidate 

*  Gaz,  Jan.  \$th,  1735-6. 
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the  material  Part  of  the  Obfervator's  modeft  Account, 
(for  it  was  no  more)  that  there  zuas  fuch  a  Report  in 
Town  ?  As  to  pomthig  out  the  Jmbajfador,  I  fliould  he 
juftly  efteeniM  as  much  a  Child,  or  an  old  Womaji^  as 
Mr.  Walfingha7n  himfelf,  fhould  I  be  guilty  of  fuch 
an  Indifcretion ;  nor  is  there,  indeed,  any  Occalion  for 
it  ;  fince  it  is  ver^^  zvell  hiovjn  here  (if  I  may  venture 
to  ufe  that  ExprelTion  once  more)  who  is  the  Perfon 
meant. 

Again.  He  denies  that  the  honourable  Gentleman 
ever  confefs'd  Himfelf  a  Stranger  to  fuch  a  Negotiation', 
(which  I  ailerted,  after  the  Obfervaior,  to  be  zvell 
known  ;)   and    then    examines   Me   in  the   following 

Manner. "  Where  is   it  known  ?  Who  knows  it  ? 

*'  Hozu  came  They  to  know  it?" —  To  which  fhrewd 
Queftions  I  reply,  in  the  fame  interrogatory  Style;  how 
are  We  fuppofed  to  know  any  Thing,  but  by  Informa- 
tion, ox  general  Reprt,  backM  with  fuch  Circumftances 
as  induce  our  Belief  of  the  Truth  of  it,  and  confiitute 
what  We  call  Knowledge  ?  What  other  Evidence  had 
We  that  there  was  any  r\ccommodation  at  all  between 
the  Emperor  and  France,  before  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  declare  it  from  the  Throne  ?  And  yet  it  may  be  faid, 
in  the  ufual  Manner  of  fpeaking,  that  it  was  as  well 
knozvn  before,  as  fince.  But,  according  to  Mr.  Walfing- 
ham's  acute  Way  of  Rea'foning,  I  might  have  ask'd  ari  v 
Body,  who  afferted  fuch  a  Thing,  where  is  it  known  P 
who  knows  it  ?  Hozo  ca?ne  They  to  know  it  P  And  when 
He  is  pleafed  to  inform  Me  how  fuch  ^eflions  could 
have  been  anfwer'd,  by  a  private  'Man,  who  is  not 
arni'd  with  any  authoritative  Proof,  I  will  promile  to 
give  Him  an  Anfwer  to  his  own. 

As  to  the  Importance  ol  Lorain,  in  the  feveral  Ar- 
ticles mention'd  by  the  Obfervator,  and  recapitulated 
by  Me  -,  the  well  grounded  Apprehenfion  of  fome  bad 
Dwfign  in  giving  Don  Carlos  the  B>tato  del  Prefidii,  or 
the  Ports  on  the  Coafis  of  Tufcan^  ;  and  the  Unreafon- 
ablenefs  of  the  Parties  on  both  Sides,  in  exoeding  that 

JVe 
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We  ihould  GUARANTY //^^/r  Treaty,  whatever  it  may 
be;  as  to  all  thefe  Points,  which  are  certainly  the  moll 
materia],  Mr.  Walfingham  is  abfolutely  taciturn,  and 
botches  up  the  remaining  Part  of  his  Paper  with  a  filly 
JuftiJication  of  his  former  filly  Alfertior;,  thatMonfieur 
Rapin  is  the  dullest  of  dull  Writers;  to 
wliich  I  fhali  only  make  this  farther  Reply,  that  I 
heartily  wifh,  for  both  our  Sakes,  that  it  were  really 
true. 

It  would  therefore  be  trifling  with  the  Publick,  as 
well  as  throwing  away  my  own  Time,  to  carry  on  a 
ferious  Difpute  \Nii)\fuch  a  Jhuffiing^  little  Wretch,  who 
is  conftantly  founding  the  T^rum^t  of  Defyar.ce,  and  yet 
always  skulking  in  the  Tre?iches,  when  his  Adverfary 
appears. 

However,  that  the  Publick  may  not  be  difappointed 
in  their  juii  Expectations  of  feme  farther  Light  into  the 
prefeni  State  of  Affairs^  from  a  much  abler  Hand  than 
my  own,  1  will  prefent  Them  with  the  following  Let- 
ter, which  1  lately  received  from  one  of  my  Correfpon- 
dents.  D. 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efq% 

SIR, 

AVING  read  the  Obfervations  on  the  pre- 
sent Plan  OF  Peace,  occajion'd  by  two  Pa- 
fers~publip\d  in  A^^  Gazetteer,  it  was  natural  to 
have  expefted  an  Anfwer  of  fome  Authority  to  fo  ejfen- 
tial  a  Point ;  but  as  yet  nothing  of  that"  Kind  hath  ap- 
pear'd,  befides  fome  loofe  and  incoherent  Nibblings  at 
it,  in  *  four  of  the  fame  Papers.  A  ^qw  Remarks  there- 
fore upon  what  They  have  faid  will  be  fufficient,  and 
naturally  lead  us  into  this  important  Subjefr,  which  hath 

*  Gaz.  Feb.  6,  7.  13  ^ind  14. 
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not  yet  been  fo  fully  difcufs'd  as  a  Point  of  fuch  great 
Confequence  to  the  Interefts  of  all  Eurepe,  in  the  pro- 
jected Alteration  of  the  Ballance  of  Power,  feems  to  re- 
quire. 

The  only  Defign  of  thofe  Papers  is  to  give  the  Glory 
of  our  prefent  Profpe5t  of  Peace  to  the  great  Weight,  In- 
fluence, Credit  and  Dexterity  of  our  moji  excellent  Mi- 
nijlers,   who  have  not   as  yet   perfonally  taken  it  upon 
Themfelves  in  any  Place,  where  They  might  have  re- 
ceived an  Anfwer  ;  but,  inftead  of  That,  have  fuffer'd 
Affertions  direflly  oppofite  to  pafs  u  neon  trad  icfted  by 
Them-   All  the  Credit  therefore,  which  is  to  be  given  to 
thofe  Papers,   depends  upon  the  Knowledge,  that  hath 
been  communicated  to  the  Authors ;  but  They  are  fo 
far  from  owning  any  Thing  of  this  Nature,  that  They 
fometifhes,  for  Fear  of  Confequence?,  abfoIuteJy  deny 
zny  fuch    Inter courfe -,  and  there  could  not  furely  be  a 
more  judicious  Proof  of  it  than  in  the  following  Paffage, 
vix.  **  "f"  It  is  highly  probable  therefore  that  the  Influ- 
*•  ence  of  the  Crczvn  c/^ Great-Britain,  and  the  RefpeSl 
-■   *'  due  to  this  'Nation  (to  ufe  the  Words  of  his  Majefys 
*<  Speech)  had  feme  Share  in  this  profperous  Event ;  but 
*'  whatever  Share  our   Court  hd.d  in  it,  it  vvasperfedlv 
*'  wife  that  the  King{ho\ild  iay  no  more,   with  Refpeft 
*'  to   Spam  and  France,   in  the  prefent  Conjuncture  ; 
"  \.\iOVi'z}\  publick  Writers,   without  ^uthotit\\  may  juil- 
*•  ly  infiftupon  the  Weight  of  xhQ  Br itilh  Nation,  and 
"  the  Importance  of  Britijh  Councils. "" —  It  muft  be 
obferved,  for  the  Honour  of  his  Majefty,   that  He  fays 
no  fuch  Thing,  m  his  Speech,   as  is  here  aflerted .     His 
Words  are  of  a  very  different  Nature;   for  He    fays, 
*'  If  the  Influence  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  and 
*'  the  Refpe6l  due  to  this  Nation  have  had  any  Share  in 
**  compofng  the  prefent  Troubles  \n  Europe,  or  preventing 
*^;  new  ones,  I  am  pcrfuaded  You  will  be  of  Opinion  that 
**  it  will  be  neccff^ry    to  continue /t;//^  extraordinary 

7  Gaz.  Feb.  7. 
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**  Expefice,  Scc^  '  The  Wiidom  of  faying  fo 
little,  with  Refped  both  to  France  and  Spain,  is  very  ob- 
vious i  efpecially  as  it  is  qualify'd  with  thofe  Word?, 
or  pre'uenti?tg  new  ones ;  for  They  may,  perhaps,  allow 
us  to  claim  iome  Merit  in  the  preventing  Hoftilities  be- 
tween Spain  and  Portugal ;  (if  there  really  was  a  juft 
Appreheniion  of  any,  when  cur  Fleet  fail'd  thither)  and 
the  Continuation f  that  is  defired,  of  Jome  extraordinary 
Expence,  feems  particularly  to  point  out  that  it  was 
wholly  upon  this  Account  ;  for  our  only  extraordinary 
Expence,  as  fome  call  it,  of  this  Tear,  are  the  Subfidies 
granted  to  the  King  oi  Denmark,  upon  i certain  Account, 
our  Fleet  at  Lisbon,  and  the  three  Regiments  at  Gibral- 
tar. The  only  Reafon  given  for  the  laji  was,  that  it 
was  evidently  neceffary  to  keep  up  thofe  Regiments  at 
Gibraltar,  fmce  We  continued  our  Fleet  'iX^Ltsbon. 
His  Majefty's  Words  therefore  can  be  underllood  only 
as  relative  to  this  TranfaSion,  if  they  are  defign'd  to 
mean  any  Thing /Jij/^/zVc",  in  this  Cafe. 

If  his  Mafftfs  Mediation  was  really  received  in  {o 
kind  a  Manner  as  thefe  Writers  afiert  ;  if  hin  Flan  of 
Accommodaticn  was  io  highly  approved,  and  fojuflly 
calculated,  that  even  now  there  is  no  effential  Variation 
from  it;  nay,  if  it  was  brought  to  an  happy  Conclulion 
by  a  mutual  Intercourfe  and  Communication  of  Coun- 
felswith  Bim  ;  if  This,  I  fay,  was  the  Cafe,  who  can 
conceive  that  his  Majejly  might  not  have  rejoiced  with 
his  People,  on  the  Succeis  of  the  Weight  and  Influence 
cf  the  Britify  Nation,  in  more  explicit  and  dire^ 
^erms  P  for  furely  neither  France  nor  Spain  could  have 
envy'd  this  Nation  the  Pleafure  of  being  told  by  their 
King,  that  They  were  at  length  recompenfed  for  the 
great  Expence,  to  which  They  have  been  put,  for  many 
Years  paft,  in  refloring  Peace  to  Europe,  and  fettling 
the  Baflance  of  Pozver,  upon  a  m.ore  certain  Founda- 
tion for  the  future.  But  if  the  Reverie-  of  This  is  the 
true  State  of  tne  Cafe,  nothing  could  be  more  perfcftly 
wi/e,  with  Regard  io  thofe  tzva  great  Pizvcrs,  than  that 

cauti- 
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cautious  Form  of  Words,  in  which  his  MajeJJy  wa? 
advifed  to  deliver  Himfelf ;  nor  can  any  Credit  be  given 
to  fuch  piiblick  Writers,  without  Authority  ;  Experience 
having  conftantly  Ihewn  that  their  Writings  are  to  (erve 
but  a  few  Months  before  they  are  difavowM.  The  De- 
licacy of  their  'Patroiis  prefent  Situation  fhews  plainly 
enough  why  He  fays  fo  little,  and  his  Ad-uccates  io 
much  ;  for  let  it  be  llippofed  that  He  k?iezv  and conduSi- 
ed  the  whole  Negotiation  ;  is  there  no  Reafon  to  appre- 
hend that  it  may  prove  one  of  the  moft  fatal  of  all  our 
laie  Treaties?  But  if  the  contrary  is  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  He  was  intirely  a  Stranger  to  it ;  is  there  no  Dan- 
ger that  the  whole  is  not  communicated  to  Him,  or  un- 
derrtood  by  Him  ?  Some  Obfervations  of  this  Nature 
will  occur  from  the  Examination  of  x^q  prelitninary  Ar- 
ticles themfelves. 

One  of  the  *  Gazetteers,  which  Vou  afcribe  to  Mr. 
Walfingham,  hath  puzzled  Me  a  good  deal,  in  endea- 
vouring to  find  out  the  Author'' s  Meaning.  It  is  in  An- 
fwer  to  that  Part  of  the  Obfervations,  where  it  is  faid 
*<  that  it  appears,  from  tlie  Liji  itfelf,  (/peaking  of  the 
•*  French  Acquifttions)  that  fome  of  them  were  only  Re- 
*'  Ji'dutions  of  Places  taken  from  Them  in  War,  or  gran- 
^*  ted  to  Them  by  Treaty,  in  Exchange  for  others.^' — T© 
which  this  moft  enlightening  Anfvver  is  given,  (as  if 
there  had  been  but  one  Treaty  mention'd  in  his  Paper  of 
Jan.  the  1 5  th)  viz. 

'*  \.  f  That  by  the  3d  Article  of  the  Treaty  &f 
"  Aix  la  Chapelle,  which  lay  before  this  Ge?itkman^ 
*'  virhilfl:  He  was  thus  mifreprefenting  it,  the  7noJ}  chri- 
*'  Jlian  King  was  to  keep  and  enjoy  all  thofe  P laces y 
**  which  his  Arms  had  taken,  or  for  tiff  d,  in  the  laft 
**  Campaign. 

"  2.  The  Trcnth  King  was  only  obliged  to  with- 
•*  draw  his  Troops  out  of  the  Frafjche  Comtek  and  to 
*<  xt^ortfuch  Places  as  He  had  feized  in  the  War,  and 

Vol.  XIV.  D  d  as 
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"  as  in  this  Treaty  had  not  been  fpecifically  yielded  to 
*'  Him. 

I  believe  every  common  Reader,  as  well  as  Myfelf, 
-would  think  This  was  proving  that  the  French  King 
was  to  rellore  juch  Places  as  were  not  fpecifically  yielded 
to  Him  by  this  Treaty ;  but  This  is  calPd  infa7nouJly 
mifreprejenting  thofe  choice  Papers  of  the  15  th  and  16  th 
oi  January f  becaufe  this  Paper  fays  it  was  exprefly  to 
be  feen  in  xho.  former  ofthofe  Papers^  fpeaking  of  the 
vaft  Acquifitions  o^  France y  "  that  afterwards,  by  the 
*«  Treaty  of  Ryswic,  much  was  reilored  of  what  had 

'**  been  taken  by  the  French  in  Flanders^  and  in  Ger- 
*«  manyi  and  that  the  Weight  of  our  great  Deliverer, 
^*  the  immortal  KingWilliam  the  3^,  compeli'd i^r^?^f^, 
*•'  for  the  firft  Time,  to  reftore  the  Places,  which  She 
**  had  conquer'd. 

How  ftrong  is  the  Aflertion  of  the  fr/l  Time,  that 
France  tvas  compeWd  to  reftore  the  Places  She  had  coH". 
quer'^d',  and  how  fevere  the  Refledion  upon  the  Ob- 

/ervator,  for  afferting,  "  that  by  the  Lijl  it  appeared 
**  that  fome  of  the  Places  me'ntion'd  (by  the  Way,  Mr. 
*'  Walfingham  leaves  out  the  Word  fome,  and  makes  it 

n  general  of  them,  all)  were  only  Reftitutions  of  Places 
**  taken  from  Them  in  War,  or  granted  to  T  hem  by 
^*  Treaty,  in  Exchange  for  others  f  "  This  is  fo  great 
a  Crime,  that  even  Mr.  Walfingham  is  at  a  Lofs  for 

hard  Words  to  hQ^ow  Vipon  it. **  What  Names, 

"  fays  He,  wili  You  find  for  a  Mifreprefentation  {6 
<*  profligate,  fo  fooUJh,  fo  avowedly  done  in  Contempt 
*'  of  Honefty  and  common  Underflanding  ! 

It  is  very  probable  that  this  Author  never  read  the 
T^reaties  themfelves,  but  contented  Himfelf  with  ihofe 
..Articles,  which  were  fent  Him  as  Materials  to  write 
upon.  It  is  not  the  firft  Time,  as  We  may  remember 
by  th.t  famous  Enquiry,  that  fuch  Things  have  hap- 
pen'd  ;  and  it  is  otherwife  fcarce  poffible  that  He  fliould 
have  fallen  into  fo  many  Miftakes.  His  Knowledge  of 
the  Affairs  o^£urope,  for  half  a  Century  pafl,  mult  be 

extremely 
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extremely  fcanty,  if  He  imagines  that  the  Weight  of 
x\\enot-vi^onousPart'^  (for  fo  King  William  and  his. 
Allies   ceitainly  were)  compell'd   the   other  to  reftore 
the  Places  They  had  cojiquer'd. 

The  feveral  Treaties  of  Ryfwick  fpeak  the  Succefs  of 
France  againft  the  united  Powers  of  the  Emperor,  Spain^. 
England  and  Holland.  The  confiderabk  Places  She- 
had  taken,  during  that  War,  in  Spaiuy  Flanders,  and 
Germany,  appear  in  the  feveral  Articles  for  the  Rejlitu- 
iion  of  them  ;  whereas,  there  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  Flace  taken,  by  the  other  Side,  that  was  thought 
worth  the  mentioning,  as  being  kept,  or  reftored  to 
France.  Let  us  not  forget  her  vaft  Power,  during  that 
War,  nor  the  great  Stand  She  made  againft  Us,  in  the 
lajl.  The  Motives,  that  induced  Her  to  give  up  fo 
many  Places,  and  demolijh  others,  for  the  Sake  of  Peace, 
by  the  Treaty  oi  Ryfzuic,  was  not  her  Dread  of  the 
Allies,  but  her  Apprehenfions  of  the  declining  Health 
of  his  then  Catholick  Majefiy  ;  for  had  He  died,  during 
the  Wart  it  was  probable  that  the  Crown  of  Spaiti 
would  not  have  been  given  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^. 
For  this  Reafon,  every  Thing,  that  was  ask'^d  for  Spain, 
was  readily  granted  by  France,  as  what  might  be  the 
Means  of  its  coming  back  to  Her  again,  even  with  the 
Monarchy  itfelf.  Time  hath  lince  Ihewn  to  the  World 
that  This  was  the  only  Reafon  of  her  afting  as  She  then- 
did  ',  aud  that,  through  the  Impolicy  of  Others,  She 
fucceeded  in  her  Views  beyond  the  Imagination  of 
many,  who  undelignedly  help'd  them  forward.  But  |. 
fhall  not  enlarge  upon  this  dilagreeable  Subjed:,  which 
it  was  neceffary  to  explain  thus  fer,  by  Way  of  Intro- 
duftion  to  my  next,  concerning  Lorain.  O. 

D  d  2  SATUR-- 
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T^"^  i'/Vi'^  ^  Lorain,  a/i^  the  Importance  of  it  to 
France  corjider'd, 

ro    CALEB  D^ANVERS,  £/f; 
SIR, 

HE  Duke  of  Lorain  was  one  of  the 
Parties  provided  for,  in   the   Treaty  of 
Ryswic,  and  was  put  upon   a  much 
better  Footing  than  He  was  in  many  of 
xh^  former  'Treaties ;  which  is  the  Rea- 
fon  why  the  Gazetteers  infift  fo  much 
upon  the  Treaties  of  Munfer,  Pyrennees,  and   Nime- 
guen,  and  pafs  this  Treaty  fo  llightly   over,  with  Re-  - 
gard  to  Himy  though  He  is  fo  eflentially  concerned 
in  it,  that  there  are  feveral  Articles^   relating  to  Hif?t 
only.     *  Loraitty  with  its   Dependencies,  was  to  be 
reilored  to  Him y  as  pofTefsM  by  his  Uncle  in  1670.  The 
feveral  Places,  fortify 'd  by  Francey    were  to  be  demO'- 
lifhM  iirft ;  and  nothing  is   referved  to   Her  but  the 
Fortrefs  of  f  Saar  Lovis,  with   half  a   l.engue  round 
ity  and    the  City  of  Longzmcky  in  Exchange  for  fome 
other  Town y  of  the   fame   Value.     The   %   ^k^  ^^3^ 
and  Places,   that  his  mofi  Chnjiian  Majejly   had  refer- 
ved to  Himfelf,  by   the  Peace  of  Nimigueny   are   to   re- 
turn to  the   Obedience   and   Juri (diction  of  the  Duke, 
without  any  Exception.     If  therefore   the  Duke  of  Lo^ 
rain,  and  his  Country  were  formerly  fuppofed   to  be 

under 


*  Treaty  between  the  Emperor  and  France,  Art.  28, 


29,  30,  and  51. 


t  An,  32. 
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under  the  Guaranty  of  Great  Britain ^  as  they  cer- 
tainJy  were,  they  muft  be  {o  by  this  Treaty,  though 
sot  in  fpecifick  WordSj  as  well  as  by  the  Treaty  of 
Hanover i  in  which  We  fo  prudently  made  Ourfelves 
a  Guaranty  of  the  Treaty  of  Weftphalia. 

Another   Infinuation,   which  runs  through  moft  of 
thefe  Papers^  is,  that  nothing  but   the  Right    of  Pro-^ 
priety  is  given  up  to  France^  treating  the  Dukes  of  Lo- 
rain as  Proprietors  only,  and  as  if  the  Right  of  Soi'-e- 
reignty  was  in  France^  becaufe  She  can  and  always  does 
feize  upon  it,  when  She  takes  a   Refolution  of  attack-- 
ing  the  Emperor.  But  are  not  the  Eleftorates  of  T^reve3 
^xA  P alatine 'v!X  ]\x^  the  feme  Cafe?    Examine  all   the 
late  Wars,  even  the  lajl,  and  You  will  find  that  when- 
ever France  began   to  feize  the  one.  She  immediately 
feized  as  much  as  She  could  of  the  tf^i'fri.     The   Refti- 
tution  of  Tr^c'i?/,  Traerbach,  ?i.n6.fo?ne  other  Places,  are- 
as conllantly  met  with  in  the  Treaties,    when  a   nezv. 
Peace  is  made,  as  Lorain,  and,  its   Places.     If  there- 
fore the  Arguments  hold  to  one,  they  are  equally  good 
for  giving  them  all  to  France  i'  dind,  if  found  fuccefs- 
ful  now,  will  undoubtedly  be  hereafter  made  Ufc  of  to 
obtain   them  ;  nor  can  I  poffibly  conceive  any  Diltinc- 
tion,  unlels  fome  People  may  have  imagined    that  Lo- 
rain is  no  Part  of  the  Empire.     Now  fuppofing  it    to 
be  fo,  it  would  be  of  no  Confequence  in    the  Altera- 
tion of  the  Ballance   of  Power  in  Europe.     But  the  Re-'- 
verfeofitis  the  true  State  of  the   Cafe;    for    Lorain.. 
hath  ever  been  avowM   and  acknowledged  to  be  a  Part 
of  the  Empire,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that   the  Emperor 
and  the  Duke  of  Lorain  cannot   feparate  one  from  the 
ether,   without    the   Confent   of  tjhe  Germanick  Body,. 
This  is  fo   contrary  to  the  Interefts  of  the  Eleftors   cf 
Bavaria,  Palatine  and  Coiogn,  that,  if  We  may  believs- 
all   the  News-Papers,  the  Way  of  obtaining  their  Con- 
fent is  by  an  Army  of  Germans,    at  the  old    Camp  of 
Bruchfal,  and   another    of  French   upon  the  Rhine,  as 
being  \hz  mof  perfuafve  £/(?^/^^;?<-^,.iQ  this  Cafe  j  and^, 
D  d  3  iu 
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in  all  Probability,  it  will-  prove  more  effeftual  than  our 
Rhetorick  of  the  fajne  Kindy  fome  Years  ago,  in  the 
Weft-Indies.. 

It  hath  been  the  conllant  View  of  France,  for  ma'- 
sy  Years  paft,  to  extend  her  Fromier  to  the  Rhine  t 
and,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  feveral  Wars  there. 
She  hath  conflantly  feized  great  Numbers  of  Place?, 
and  fortify'd  them  at  a  vaft  Expence.  The  Return  of 
Peace  hath  generally  demolifh'd  them,  and  put  the 
French  under  a  Neceffity  of  employing  large  Sums  a- 
gain,  upon  the  Renewal  of  every  War.  The  Expe- 
rience of  This,  and  that  They  may  be  the  more  ready, 
upon  any  Occafion,  hath  convinced  Them  long  before 
now,  that  Lorain,  if  not  the  greateft,  is  at  leaft  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  Acquifitions,  that  They  could 
poilibly  gain,  or  deiire. 

The  Treaty  of  Ryfwic-  was  followed  by  the  faia^ 
partition  Treaties,  which  mall  be  more  fully  confider'd, 
when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  Alterations.  mad&  in.  the 
Baliance  of  Power,  by  the  prefent  Preliminaries.  The 
ftrft  of  thefe  Treaties  gave  Milan  to  the  Arch-Duke ;  to 
the  EleSioral  Prince  of  Bavaria  the  reft  of  the  Spa- 
nijh  Dominions,  except  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  St- 
cih,  the  Tiifcan  Ports,  (a  more  intelligible  Appellation 
than  the  ^taio  del  Prefdii)  the  Marquifate  of  Final, 
and  the  Province  of  Guipufcua,  kc.  which  were  given 
to  France.  From  hence  one  Oblcrvation  muft  ariiir,, 
«ven  fuppofmg  that  this,  Alteration  was  a  right  Settle- 
ment of  the  Baliance  of  Pow.er  in  Europe ;  I  mean,, 
that  placing  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  upon  the  Throne  of 
^pain  deftroy'd  all  the  former  Correfpondence  and  mu- 
tual Affiftance,.  which  had  hitherto  enabled  the  Empe- 
for  and  ^pain  to  make  the  fmall  Stand  They  had  done 
againft  the  growing  Power  of  France  ;  and  as  from 
hence  their  Interefts  would  probably  be  oppoiite,  it  fup- 
pcfed  a  fufficient  Power  left  in  Each  to  protect  and 
defend  itfeh  againft  France ;  for  no  othsr  Reafon  can 
joe  afiign'd  why,  in  the  fecond  Partition  Treaty^  which 

gave 
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gave  the  Spanijh  Dominions,  upon  the  Death  of  the  E- 
leSioral  Prince  of  Bavaria,  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ; 
I  fay,  no  other  Reafon  can  be  aflign'd  why  Francs 
was  to  have  had  any  nezu  Jcquijitions  added  by  that 
treaty,  in  order  to  enable  Her  to  ballance  the  Union  of 
that  whole  Power  in  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  The  giving 
Her  Lorain  as  that  additional  Strength  ought  to  be 
confider'd  now  in  the  fame  Light  it  was  then.  The 
Value  and  Importance  of  it  was  difcufs'd  in  feveral  Ob- 
fervations  upon  that  Treaty  ',  and  as  they  will  ferve 
to  Ilrengthen  the  Opinions  of  Thofe,.  who  have  al- 
ready look'd  upon  this  Article y  of  giving  up  Lorain 
to  France,  as  a  dangerous  and  formidable  Alteration  of 
the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe  ^  I  Ihall  give  you  fome 
Extradls  from  a  Pamphlet,  intitled,  the  Fdhle  of  the 
Lyon's  Shareveriffd  in  the  *  Treaty  of  Parti- 
tion ;  a  Title  not  altogether  mal-apropos,  even  in  ths 
prefent  Cafe. 

"  I  come  now,  fays  the  Author,  to  the  laft  Con- 
**  dition  of  the  Treaty,  which  gives  the  Dutchy  of 
**  Milan  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain,  in  Exchange  of  his 
"  ozun  Dominions.  We  are  to  fuppoie  that  the  French 
"  who  know  their  own  Intereir,  and  flop  at  nothing,. 
*'  which  tends  to  that  End,  were  moved  by  very  pow- 
**  erfid  Reafons  to  prefer  thoje  Domiriions  before  a 
**  Dutchy  They  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  obtain 
**  formerly. 

•*  That  Lorain  is  of  great  Ufe  to  the  French  in  the. 
**  Defign  They  have  long  fince  laid,   of  carrying  their 
*'  Frontier  to  the  Rhine,   hat^i  been  fufficiently  feen  ia 
**  the  great  Advantages  They  have  received   by  that 
**  Country,  all  the  Time  of  their  Vfurpation. 

"  The  Union  of  Lorain  with  France  advances  their 
**  Frontier  forty  Leagues  into  the  Empire-,  for 
*'  fo  many  there  are  from  the  Extremity  of  the  Dutchy 

*'  of 

*  See  State  Tra^s  of  King  William  the  3^,  Vol.  3. 
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^*  of  Bar  to  the  City  of  Strasburg;  makes  Them 
"  "Mafters  of  all  the  Country  between  the  Queitsch, 
**  the  Saar,  and  the  Moselle  ;  optms  a  Way  into 
*'  the  Pal-atinate,  and  into  the  Territories  of 
"  Mentz   and  Trier. 

«  This  Dutchj  fecures  the  Communication  of  France 
»'  with  the  County  of  Burgundy,  and  the  tzvo  JIfatm\  ; 
*'^  is  fituated  at  the  Head  of  thtMofelie  and  the  Meufe,. 
«  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  extremely  commodious, 
*'  as  well  to  prefer.ve  their  oldConqueJfs,  as  to  make  new. 
•■*  Here  They  may  affemble  their  Forces,  to  diftribute 
*«  them  in  every  Part ;  make  Provifion  of  Corn  to  fill 
«*  their  Magazines  in*  Alfatia  ;   and  keep  an  Army  in. 
**  Winter  Quarters,  to  be  ready  to  aft  upon  the  Rhine^ 
<-*  before  their  Enemies  can  take  the  Field.     It  is  hard 
-*-*  to  imagine  greater  Advantages  than  thefe;  and  if  We 
«*  add  to  all,,  that  out  of  this  Country  twenty-five 
«'  thousand  Men  are  raifed  and  paid,  We  fhall  find 
**  that  the  French  have  Reafon,  in  this  Conjunfture,  to 
«•*  prefer  the  Poffeffion  of  it  before  the  Dutchy   of  Mi- 
**  Ian.  Befides,  if  They  had  pretended  This,  in  Con- 
<••'  junttion  with   the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily^ 
"  They  would  not  only  have  driven  the  Princes   and 
**  States  of  Italy   to  Defpair,    but  akrm'd  the  whole 
**  Body  of  the  Szvitzers,  with  whom  They,   will  al- 
«^  ways  keep  ftiir,  till  They  have  lock'd  Them  in,  on 
**  all  Sides.     Thus   keeping   a   fleady  Eye  upon  their 
«  Ends,  They  afFed  a  little  Moderation,    on   om- 
"  Side^  and  know  how  to  make  Themfelves  Amends 
«  with  Interelt,  on  the  other. 

«'-  In  the.  laft  Place,  We  are  to  enquire  whether  the 
<'  Tr eaters  could  ftipulate  thefe  Exchanges^,  without  the 
*^  Confentof  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  who  were  not 
«*  confulted  in  the  Matter.  Lorain  is  under  the  Pro- 
«  tedion  of  the  Empire  ;  poflelTes  divers  Lands  in  Fee 

"  from 
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*'  from  the  Empire ;  and  acknowledges  its  Majefty  in 
'*  three  eiTeniial  Points  ;  which  are,  the  Right  of  fafe 
**  Condu^ ;  the  common  Peace ;  and  Contributions^  in 
*«  Cafe  of  publick  Neceffity,  or  a  War  again  ft  the 
*'  'T^urk,  one  third  Part  only  lefs  than  an  Ele^or.  Now 
**  as  it  is  not  the  Intereft  of  the  Effipire  that  France, 
*'  which  is  already  fo  formidable,  and  upon  the  Point 
**  of  becoming  much  more  fo,  fhould  poflefs  thefe  Do- 
*'  miyiionsy  wiiich  ferve  for  an  Out-  Wall  to  cover  it, 
**  and  that  Strasburg  was  yielded  lo  the  French,  by  a 
"  Kind  of  Equivalent  for  the  Reftitution  of  Lorain,  it 
*'  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the  Empire  fliould  con- 
**  fent  to  this  Alienation. 

I  have  chofen  to  explain  the  Importance  of  Lorain 
in  the  Words  of  this  Auth6r,  -j-  tvho  was  an  able  Fen- 
many  emplofdy  as  We  are  informed,  by  the  Imperial 
Court,  that  I  might  not  be  charged  with  Parting  Ob- 
jcftions  out  of  my  own  Head,  and  calculating  them 
with  a  View  of  obftrufting  the  prefent  Negotiations  of 
Peace ;  for  this  TraEl  hath  been  publifh'd  above  thirty 
Years,  and  the  Sentiments  contain'd  in  it  were  too  fa- 
tally verify'd  by  the  Condufl  of  France,  upon  the  King 
of  Spain"^  Death,  and  the  War,  that  enfuedc — But  to 
proceed. 

One  of  the  great  Objeftions  made  to  the  Plan  of 
Peace,  as  communicated  by  the  late  Queen  Anne  to  her 
Parliament,  on  the  6th  ol  June  171 2,  was,  that  France 
offer'' d  to  make  the  Rhine  a  Barrier  to  the  E?npire ;  upon 
which  it  was  obferved,  "  *  that  This  was  giving  up 
*'  the  true  Barrier  of  the  Empire,  contrary  to  the 
*'  Treaty  of  Munder,  that  France  might  inclofe  the 
*'  Duke  of  Lorain  within  his  Countries,  as  in  a  Prifon, 
*'  and  keep  the  EleBors  of  the  Rhine  in  perpetual  Fear 
*'  of  Her."  —  It  this  ObjeJlion  w&&  o^  any  Weight  at 
that  Time,  how  much  more  fo  is  it  at  prefent  ?  Since 

hii 
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Influence  over  the  Princes  and  Elecfors  of  the  Empire 
Will  not  certainly  be  lelTen'd  by  his  obtaining  the  a^tial 
P'ifklF'^^  ^nd  Sovereignty  of  Lorain  ;  and  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  tbeir  Countries  muft  have  the  fajne 
Fate,  being  already  forced  to  follow  the  Example  of  the 
antient  Pofleffors  oi Lorain  ;  forthe  fame  Juthor  ohkrves, 
"  *  that  Charles  the  4th,  Duke  of  Lorain,  had  no 
"  Love  for  France,  and  indeed  no  Reafon  to  have  any  j 
*^  yet  He  almoll  conftantly  did  what  She  defired,  and 
*'  once  carry 'd  his  Deferences  to  Her  {o  far,  as  to  give 
'*  all  his  Territories  to  his  moft  chriftian  Majejly  j  for 
**  it  is  a  general  Maxim  that  every  Prince,  who  by 
"  the  Situation  of  his  Country,  and  his  own  Weak- 
**  nefs,  finds  Himfelf  unable  to  refift  another  Prince, 
**  ought  to  attach  himfelf  to  his  Intereft,  and  endeavour 
**  by  all  poflible  Sacrifices  and  Complyances  to  render 
^^  fuch  a  Prince  favourable  to  Him." — This  hath  long 
been  the  State  of  that  Country  ;  but  is  nothing  of  the 
feme  Nature  perceived,  or  at  leaft  apprehended,  for  the 
future,  to  the  Situation  of  great  Part  of  Germany  ? 
From  whence  proceeded  the  late  Neutralities,  for  fome 
P^rp,  and  the  Defire  of  extending  them  ?  Muft  not 
this  Defire  increafe,  as  the  Neighbourhood  of  France 
advances  nearer,  and  their  Dependence  is  confequently 
greater  ?  Will  not  the  conftant  Seizure  of  their  Domi^ 
nionsy  upon  the  breaking  out  of  every  War,  reduce 
Them  to  the  fame  deplorable  State  ;  and  may  not  the 
NecelTity  of  fubmitting  to  it  hereafter  be  like  wife  plead- 
ed as  a  Reafon  for  giving  them  up  to  France  P 

That  this  Ceflion  of  Z/(?m^  is  againft  the  Intereft  of 
the  Empire^  and  the  Prifices  bordering  upon  it,  cannot 
be  better  fliewn  than  by  the  Apprehensions,  which 
have  been  exprefs'd,  that  They  will  not  come  into  it, 
without  the  Conviftion  of  fo?ne  prefent  Advantages  to 
Themfehes^  or  the  laf  Argument  of  Sovereigns,  from 
which  They  have  no  Appeal. 

TJie 
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The  Advantage  of  Lorai?i^s  being  one  of  the  heredi- 
tary Dominions  of  the  Emperor,  is  fufficiently  demonftra- 
ted  by  thofe  very  Arguments,  which  have  been  offered 
to  prove  that  France  would  never  fufFer  the  Pragmatick 
San^ion  to  take  Place,  whilil  it  was  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  that  Co7tfeqiience  ;  for,  in  this  Cafe,  it 
would  be  the  Barrier  of  the  Empire,  and  fo  well  de- 
fended, that  Fr^;?^^  could  not  for  the  future,  upon  every 
Rupture,  in  a  great  Meafure  fupport  her  Armies  by 
Contribution  from  the  nianj  States  and  Provinces,  that 
hitherto  hav^  lain  open  to  them. 

That  it  is  againil:  the  Intereft  of  the  Dutch,  Experi- 
ence oi  former  Wars  hath  plainly  fhewn.     The  Frertch 
poffeffing  Themfelves  of  Pofts  upon  the  Mofelle  hath  had 
fatal  Confequences  to  Them,    and   given  Them  the 
ftrongeft  Apprehenfions.     Even  the  lafi  great  War,  in 
which  We  were  engaged,  would  have  probably  ended 
much  Iboner,  and  better,  had   it   not   been  upon  this 
Account',  for  Crift'QMVt  ol  Marlborough   might  have  o- 
therwife  purfued  his  Conqueils  on  the  Rhine,  and  foon 
been   in  France.     Nay,  their  Frontier  is  fo  weak,  on 
that  Side,  that  even  laft  Year  it  was  expefted  that  if 
the  Imperialijfs  had  gain'd  a  Battle,  They  would  foon 
have  penetrated  into  the  Bowels  of  that  Kingdom.    But 
when  Lorain   is  once  their  own,  and  They   no  longer 
run  any  Hazard   of  having   their  experfive  Fortifications 
demolifh'd,  upon  the  Conclufion  of  every  new  Treaty, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  They  will  make  Themfelves 
as  Ilrong  a  Barrier,  on  that  Side,  as  They  have  in  Flan- 
ders ;  the  Confequences  of  which  are    too  dreadful  to 
the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe  to  Hand  in  Need  of  any 
farther  Explanation. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Dutch  expedtei,  from  the 
Conclufion  of  the  laf  great  War,  that  France  fhould 
have  been  obliged  to  reftore  to  the  Empire  fome  of  thofe 
Places,  which  She  had  obtained  by  former  Treaties, 
whereby  Lorain  would  have  been  more  at  Liberty  i 
«nd  the  Author  before-mention"'d,  who  wrote  in  Favour 

of 
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oi  Holland  and  the  Empire,  reproachea  this  Nation^ 
upon  the  Communication  of  the  P/^;/ tf/'P^/ytV,  in  the 
late  ^een's  Speech,  *  "  that  it  was  too  true  there 
•*  are  People  in  England,  who  have  an  extreme  Infenfi- 

"  bility  for  all  the  Affairs  of  Germany'' And  puts 

us  in  Mind  of  the  9th  and  loth  Articles  of  the  AJfocia- 
tion  of  Nordli?tgen,  concluded  the  22d  of  March  1702. 
But  as  all  the  World  muft  now  acknowledge  that  We 
are  come  to  a  much  better  Underftanding  of  the  Affairs 
ef  Germany,  and  our  own  Inter  eft  in  them,  We  cannot 
be  fufpe<n:ed  of  not  knowing  what  was  and  is  the  true 
IntereHo^  Hol/and,  as  well  as  £)«/r  own  Country,  in  the 
prefent  Cafe. 

It  hath  been  fomewhere  hinted  as  if  the  Dutch 
thought  it  contrary  to  their  Intereft,  that  the  Duke  of 
Lorain  fhould  poffefs  that  Dutchy,  and  be  Emperor  at 
the  fame  Time.  This  is  founded  upon  their  Ad  of 
Concurrence  to  the  Vienna  Treaty,  in  173 1  ;  by  which 
They  provide  that  no  Prince  fhall  be  included  in  the 
Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  San^ion,  whofe  own  he- 
reditary Dominions  may  endanger  the  Liberties  of  Eu- 
rope. From  hence  They  conclude  that  the  Ceffion  of 
Lorain  to  France  is  agreeable  to  the  Intereft  of  Great 
Britain  and  Holland,  as  well  as  confiftent  with  our 
Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  SanBion.  But  This  de- 
ferves  a  little  farther  Con fidera tion. 

The  univerfal  Monarchy  of  Don  Carlos,  and  all  the 
Arguments  employ 'd  in  the  Enquiry,  againft  our  com- 
ing into  any  Guraranties,  of  this  Nature,  cannot  be 
forgotten,  whilft  We  fee  and  feel  the  Effefts  of  the 
Treaty  of  Hanover.  It  is  obfervable  that  when  the 
States  were  defired,  by  our  Minifter,  to  come  into 
this  lafi  Treaty  of  Vienna,  He  acquainted  Them, 
*<  f  that  his  Majefty,  as  EleBor  of  Hanover,  had  nego- 
"  tiat€d  feparately,  with  Refpedl  to  \iis  Ele^oral  Inte- 
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*'  rejl ;  neverthelefs.    He  could    aflure  Them  that,  in. 
"  (^ality  of  Ele5}oJ\  He  had  guaranty 'd  the  Fragma- 

**  tick  SanBiony The  Dutch  did  not  come  into 

this  treaty  till  eleven  Months  after  Us  j  and  no  Reafon 
hath  yet  been  olfer'd  for  our  changing  Opinions,  with. 
Relation  to  this  Guaranty  j  but  the  Backwardnefs  of  the 
Dutch  feems  to   have  proceeded  from    their  Apprehen- 
fion  of  Don  Carlos,  which  was  not  without  Grounds  ; 
for  the  Experience  of  laft  Year  fhews  that  all  Thoughts 
of  his  marrying   one  of  the  Arch -Dutch  ejf a   were   not 
intirely  dropt ;  and   the  Jealoufy   of  France,  on    that 
Head,  is  plain  enough  (how  little  foever  it  might  afteft 
Vs)  fince  They  did  not  reftore  a  Place  to  the  Emperor^ 
nor  guaranty   the   SucceJJion,    befoie   the    elde/i  Arch- 
Dut chefs  was  actually  marry 'd.     But  I  fhall  leave  this 
Point  to  fome  future  Obfervations,  and  return  to  the 
feparate  Article  of  the  Dutch  AB  of  Concurrefice,  which. 
fays,     *'  :j:  that  if  the  Arch-Dut chefs,  who    fliall   fuc- 
**  ceed   to   all   the  hereditary  Kingdoms   and  Provinces, 
*'  which   his   Lnperial  Ma f fly  aftually  enjoys,    fliall 
*'  marry  a  Prince   fo  powerful,    and  pofieffing  fo  many 
"  States,  that  there  may  arife  any  juft  Apprehenfions 
*'  for  the  Tranquility  and  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe, 
**  it  fhall  and  ought  to  be  permitted  to  that  Prince,  up- 
"  on  his  transferring    to  his  next  of  Kin  the  States, 
*'  which  belong  to  Him,   to  enjoy   the  Right  and  Bc- 
*'  neiit  of  the  Guaranty  flipulated   in    the  fecond  Ar- 
**  tide   of  the   Treaty,  ^r." Now,    if  any  one- 
can  conceive  that  this  Provifon  was  defign'd  againil:  the 
Duke  o^ Lorain,   the  Argument  will  revert  with  double 
Force,    that  this  Country  is  of  fuch   Coniequence,  that 
after  all  the  Lofles  and  Diminutions  of  the  Imperial 
Dominions  in  Italy,   Lorain  alone  being  added   to   them 
is  fufficient  to  endanger    the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  therefore  We  ought  not  to  let  his  Brother,  or 
next  of  Kin,  have   it,  but  give   it   to  France,  that  She 
Vol.  XIV.                       E  e  may 
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may  be  enabled  to  preferve  the  Ballance  again  It    the 
late  formidable   IrKreafeypf  -Power  in  the  Houfe  of 

r  Whoever  ferioufly  reflefts  on  the  Confequences  of 
•this  additional  Tower  of  Trance^  will  naturally  conclude 
either  that  our  Minifers  were  not  confulted  in  the  Ne- 
gotiation of  the-  laie  Preli?ninarieSy  or  that  They  are 
apprehenfive  of  fome  bad  EffeBs  from  it,  which  They 
are  unwilling  to  be  thought  anfwerable  for  hereafter. 

Whatever  Reafon  France  might  have  why  Lorain 
ihould  not  be  in  the£w/>^rflrVHands,  it  Will,  for  that 
very  Reafon,  be  far  from  juftifying  the  not  giving  it  to 
another  Prince  of  that  Familj^  rather  than  to  France.. 
But  let  us  Gonfider  a  little  what  is  faid  to  be  purchafed 
from  France  by  it.  Is  it  any  Thing  more  than  '^.French 
Guaranty  of  a  Succeflion,  in  a  new  Partition  Treaty  ? 
Can  it  ever  be  forgotten  what  their  Behaviour  was,  upon 
a  former  Treaty  of  the  fame  'Nature^  v/hen  They  made 
that  ever-memorable  Diftinftion  between  the  Spirit  and 
Letter  of  a  Treaty?  Can  We  be  infenfible  that  their 
late  ConduSi  is  founded  in  the  fame  righteous  Maxims 
of  Policy  ?  What  Treaties  can  be  more  binding  to 
Princes  than  their  Solemn  A£is  and  Declarations  to  the 
whole  World  ?  Did  not  France,  in  her  Manifejlo  agaijifl 
the  Emperor,  difclaim  "  *  any  Acquiiitions  to  Her- 
**  felf  by  the  War,  and  alledge  that  the  Emperor  in 
**  vain  endeavoured  to  alarm  the  Germanick  Body  with 

«*  fuch  Defigns  ?  " Again,  in  her  Declaration  to 

the  EleSiors  ^n6.  Princes  of  the  Empire,  did  She  not 
folemnly  declare,  *'  -f-  that  She  had  no  View  to  m.ake 
**  any  Conqueit,  nor  to  keep  any  Settlements,  -v\'hich 
**  may  affeil  the  Safety  of  the  Germanick  Territories?  '* 
■  ■  Can  any  great  Dependence  be  therefore  placed 
upon  the  very  Acl,  which  direi^ly  contravenes  thefe  fo- 
lemn  Declarations  ?  What  Eif^6ls  hath  this  Kind  of 
Guaranties  had    in  Qthcr   Countries y    befides    bringing 

Shame 
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Shame  and  Reproach  upon  Thofe,  who  have  enter'd  into 
them,  without  being  of  any  real  Ufe  to  Ihemfehes  ot 
Others  F  The  preient  Interell  of  all  Nations  is  conii- 
der'd,  before  They  fulfil  fucb  Eiigagemer.ts,  as  late  Ex- 
perience fufficiendy  fhews  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  from 
tkzfe  Motives  that  They  will  either  fupport,  or  deprefs- 
their  Neighbours.  The  fame  Motives  will  generally 
prevail  with  Princes,  whether  They  are  engaged  in- 
Treaties,  or  not.  What  have  moft  of  our  late  Treaties 
and  Guaranties  lignify'd,  beyond  the  temporary  Settle- 
ment of  Things,  and  the  Amafement  of  Mankind  ?' 
Was  it  ever  reckoned  true  Policy  before,  in  the  weaker 
Party,  to  add  Strength  to  the  other,  by  giving  up  Coun- 
tries immediately,  and  depending  upon  a  Piece  of  Parch- 
ment for  the  fortuitous  Events  of  an  Equivalent,  which 
muft  always  be  elleem'd  the  more  precarious,  as  the 
ether  Powers  will  be  the  better  enabled  to  purfue  and 
obtain  new  Advantages,  upon  fuch  Occurrences ;  efpe- 
cially  fince  France  hath  never  yet  been  charged  with 
dipping  any  Opportunity  of  enlarging  her  binn  Domi' 
nions  ? 

I  fhall  not  trouble  You  with  any  farther  Thoughts 
upon  the  Guaranty,  at  prefent.  Some  Obfervations  of 
the  fame  Nature  and  Purport  will  neceffarily  occur,  ih 
conlidering  the  Importance  and  Confequences  of  the 
Tufcan  Ports  being  given  to  Spain,  or  Don  Carlos y  wh-icli 
ihali  be  the  Subjed  of  another  Lettter.  Oi- 

I  am,   SIRrScc, 
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S  Perfidy  is  the  bafeft  of  all  Vices,  on 
one  Side,  fo  nothing  is  more  grating  to 
human  Nature i  on  the  other,  than  be- 
ing made  Dupes,  or  Bubbles.  This  is  io 
odious  in  private  Life,  that  the  vikft  of 
Criminals  are  afhamed  of  it,  and  often 
chufe  to  fuirer  an  ignominious  Death,  rather  than  be- 
tray their  Companions.  But  when  it  is  praftiied  in 
publick  Life,  by  one  Court  againft  another^  it  is  call*d 
Policy  J  and  generally  look'd  upon  as  a  Mark  oi  political 
Wifdom  J  though,  in  Truth,  it  is  only  a  baftard  Kind 
of  it,  and  fubftituted  in  the  Room  of  fuperior  Abili' 
ties  ;  for  there  is  certainly  a  wide  Diiference  between 
found  Policy,  which  is  founded  upon  a  comprehenjlve 
Knowledge  of  Affairs,  and  the  mean  Arts  of  Tricking^ 
which  require  only  a  falfe,  deceitful  Heart,  and  a  lit- 
tle Cunning.  The  latter,  indeed,  hath  fbmetimes 
prevail'd  againfl  the  ablefi  Statefinen,  who  have  not 
been  fufficiently  upon  their  Guard  againft  it  ;  but  it 
hath  always  been  attended  with  the  fharpeft  Refent- 
ment  againft  Thofe,  who  have  been  guilty  of  it,  and 
often  defeated  their  beft  Projects,  by  rendering  all  their 
Profeffions  fufpeded.  This  is  the  Reafon  why  the 
French  Faith  hath  fo  long  become  proverbial ;  and  I 
heartily  wi{h  that  no  other  Nations,  who  have  been 
the  moft  free  in  reproaching  Them,  upon  this  Ac- 
count, had  not  of  late  attempted  to  imitate  Them 
in  it,  without  the  fame  Dexterity,  or  the  fame 
Succds. 


But 
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Bat  when  fuch  bafe  Arts  are  put  in  Pra6lice  by  a 
Minifier  again  ft  the  People  of  his  ozun  Country,  it  is 
ftill  more  infamous  and  provoking  ;  for  what  may  be 
efteem'd  only  State-Craft  ^rAfair  Flay  againft  another 
Nation y  (  which  hath,  perhaps,  ufed  Him  in  the  fame 
Manner  )  is  downright  Treachery  ^nd  Breach  of  Trujf 
againft  Thofe,  in  whole  Service  He  is  retained,  with 
great  Profit  to  Himjelf,  and  Expence  to  fkem.  Yet 
monftrous  and  unnatural  as  fuch  Perjidi'-ufnefs  may 
be  juftly  thought,  it  is  commonly  the  chief  Engine 
of  Government  employed  by  Politicians ,  of  mean 
Abilities,  and  worfe  Intentions,  who  have  frequent- 
ly bridled  their  Fellow-Subjefts  with  flanding  Ar- 
mieSy  as  wel*l  as  burthen'd  Them  with  grievous  Taxes 
and  opprejp.ve  Lazvs,  under  the  infolent  Pretence  of  fe- 
curing  their  Liberties^  and  proteding  Them  againft 
their  Enemies. 

Sometimes,  one  Part  of  the  Community  are  deluded, 
by  thefe  Means,  to  adl  againft  the  Ref,  on  the  Pro- 
mife  of  feme  particular  Advantage   to  Ihemfelves^    if 
They   will  concur  with   the  Schemes  of  a  .  Minifter. 
How  often,   for  Inftance,  hath  the   Landed  Intereji  of 
this  Nation  been  play'd  againft  the  Monefd  Intereff, 
and  the  Money  d  Intereft  againft  the  Tradiiig  Intereft  ? 
How  often  have  our  Northern  Colonies  been  made  life- 
of  to  ftifle  the  juft  Complaints  of  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies ;  and  the  Southern  Colonies  to  ferve  the  fame  Pur- 
pofes  againft  the  Northern  Colonies  P    How   often  hath 
the  Church  been    made  a   Stalking-Horfe  againft    the 
Difenters,    and  the  Dijfenters  againft  the  Church,    or 
both  of  Them  together  againft  the  immediate  and  vifible 
Intereft  of  our  Confiitutidn  F^' 

Whilft  the  late  Difpute  about  the  Repeal  of  thi. 
Tejl-Acls  was  on  Foot,  I  purpofely  kept  My felf  neu- 
ter, according  to  a  former  Engagement  j  and  I  am 
neither  under  any  Obligatio'n,  nor  would  it  be  of  any 
Ufe,  to  declare  My  fcir  upon  it,  at  prefent  ;  though  I 
ca^'jnot  forbear  sxpre£ing  my  Opinion  thus  far,  that  if 
£  e  3  We 
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We  may  judge  from  the  Conduft  of  the  DiJ/enters,  for 
three  Years  paft,  the  Church  ef  England  would  be  in 
no  Danger  irom  fuch  Politicians j  even  fuppofing  the  Tejl 
was  taken  away. 

But  the  Ufage,  which  They  have  met  with  from  a 
certain  honourable  Gejitletnan^  hath  experimentally  ve- 
rifyM  what  I  faid,  about  three  Years  ago,  when  They 
apply 'd  to  Himt  upon  this  very  Account,  after  re- 
peated Promifes  to  ferve  Them  in  it,  at  a  proper 
^ime. 

The  Year  before,  viz.  1732,  They  were  told  by 
Him,  "  *  that  it  was  not  then  a  proper  Time,  be- 
"  caufe  the  Application  came  too  late  ;  that  it  would. 
**  be  2.  port  SeJJion  \  that  the  Bufinefs  of  it  was  al- 
**  ready  laid,  and  therefore  would  not  admit  of  In- 
**  terruption  by  any  Thing  elfe." 

The  next  Year,  They  apply 'd  again  to  ihtfame  Gen- 
tleman ;  but  then  They  were  put  in  Mind  of  a 
•*  f  nezu  Parliament ;  that  the  Nation  would,  on  that 
•*  Occalion,  be  in  a  Ferment  ;  and  confequently  Ihould 
•'  any  Thing  be  attempted,  it  might  be  of  dangerous 
*'  .Confequence  at  the  EleStions  \  and  therefore  though 
**  it  was  a  reajonable  Tubing,  yet  it  was  a  very  im- 
"  proper  Time  to  pufh  it." —  The  wijefi  of  the  Dif- 
f enters  were  then  of  Opinion,  and  common  Experience 
might  have  taught  even  the  weakeji  a?nongJi  Them,  that 
tke:  Argument  here  employ'd  to  diffuade  Them  from 
puihing  for  the  Repeal  was  the  llrongeft  for  it ;  and 
■',t^H'"  no  Time  was  fo  proper,  in  a  political  View,  as  juft 
bc^re  a  general  Eleiiion  of  a  jeptennial  Parliament, 
when  all  Parties  were  courting  their  Favour ;  but  Thofe, 
who  w-ere  trufted  with   the  Conduft  of  their  Affairs, 

— — ■■— iM>— ■— >  ■  I  III  >— — 1— — — 1 

*  See  an  Enquiry  into  the  Propriety  of  applyifig  to 
'Parliament  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Corporation  and 
Tcfj-A(5ls,  /.  12,  Printed  for  J..  Roberts,  in  the 
Year  1732.. 

\  lb,  p^  13. 
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catch'd  readily  at  it ;   and,  indeed,  any  Reafons  were 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  Ment    who  had  no  farther  Regard 
for  the  Cauje  than  procuring  fome  corrupt  Advantages 
to  Thernfelves.    When  the  Time  o^  EleSiion  approach'd, 
thefe   hoiieji  Plenipo's  were  fent  for  again  by  \\\e.  fame 
Gentleman ^-SindL  told  in  a  cajoling  Speech,  <'  that  He  was 
**  in  their  Pezzer  ;  that  They  might  ruin  Him ;  and 
**  that  He  could  not  chufe   a  Parliament  without  their 
*«  Ajfiftance  ;   but  that  if  They  would  have  a  little 
"  Patience,    and  fecure  that  great  Point »    by  giving 
"  Him  their  Intere/ly   They    might   in  Return   de- 
**  pend  upon  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  ferve  Them.*^ 
I         This  Speech,  falfe  and  treacherous  as  it  v/as,   an- 
fwer'd  the  Purpofe  deiignM  by  it,    and  had  the  fame 
EfFedl  with  another  at  the  Cock-pit ,   the  Year  before, 
concerning  an  Enquiry   into  the    Frauds   of   the 
Customs.     The  Teachers  2.1^6.  Leaders  of  the  DiJJen- 
tersy  about   London,   were  immediately  convened,    up- 
on this  Occafion,   and  drawn  into  Meafures,    which 
They  and  their  Country  will  have  long  and  ample  Caufe 
to   repent.     Circular  Letters  and  Manifeftos  were  dif- 
patch'd  through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  with  Inftruc- 
tions  to  their  Brethren  how    to   vote  at  the  enfuing 
Elections  ;  and  every  Body  knows  that  the  Generality 
conform'd   to  them  as  implicitly  as   if  They  had  re- 
ceived them  from  his  infallible  Holinefs  at  Rome^  with 
little  or  no   Regard   to  thoje   Gentlemen,    who   were 
chiefly   inftrumental,   but  a  Year  or  two  before,    in 
delivering  Them   from   the  dreadful   Evil  of  a  ge?ie' 
ral  Excife,    which  nobody  oppofed  more  foUicitoufly 
than  Themfelves. 

A  Parliament  being  chofen,  and  fuch  a  Parliament 
as  their  good  Friend  defired.  They  apply'd  to  Him 
again,  and  put  Him  in  Mind  of  his  Promife  ;  but  flill 
it  was  not  a  proper  Time  \  for  now  the  unfettled  State 
of  Affair  i  in  Europe,  ziA  \}[it  Grozoth  of?oPEKYin. 
this  Kingdom  were  thrown  in  his  Way.  They  were 
therefore  advifed,    by  Way  of  Amufement,   to  enter 

upon 
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upon  a  Courfe  of  Preaching,  at  Salter's-  Hall,  againft 
popery  and  the  Craftfman,  to  which  They  pi-udently 
added  Tome  bitter  Reflections  on  the  Chup.eh  of  Eng- 
land. It  was  pleafant  enough  to  obferve  how  lovingly 
the  difTenting  Parfons  and  the  Prelatical  Ad- 
juster went  Hand  in  Hand  together,  in  their  La- 
bours againft  Popery,  juft  after  the  Papijls  had  co- 
©perated  with  Them  againft  ih&Cou?itry  Interejl,  in  aH 
the  controverted  Ele6lionsof  the  Kingdom,    . ' 

Well,  at  laft,  the  Jffahs  of  Europe  are  feiiled,  as 
We  are  inform'd,  even  much  better  than  any  good 
Englijhman  could  have  wifti^i,  or  expeded.  Now 
therefore  l^hey  thought  Themfelves  fnre  of  the  honour- 
cble  Gentlemany  and  that  He  could  not  poffibly  have 
anv  Pretence  left  for  farther  Delays  i  but  ftill  They 
found  Themfelves  difappointed,  and  had  the  Mortifi- 
cation to  hear  that  if  They  apply'd  ta  Parliament,  He 
v^ould  be  fo  far  from  giving  Them  any  Afliftance,  that 
He  fhould  be  obliged  to  oppofe  Them  with  his  whole 
Strength,  as  He  hath  lince  done  j  fo  that  this  beji  and 
{onjlant  friend  of  the  DiJJenters,  as  He  hath  been  fre- 
quently call'd,  agrees  at  laft  with  their  moji  profejfed 
Efiemy,  the  Adjuster,  that  no  Time  is  proper. 

I  muft  here  put  the  Dijfenters  m  mind  of  the  Opi- 
nion of  One,  who  wrote  in  their  Behalf  three  Years 
ago,  upon  the  Refolution  of  their  Committee  not  to  ap=- 
ply  for  the  Repeal,  at  that  Time. **  *  What  pri- 
vate Reafons,  fays  He,  may  have  been  given  to 
Them  for  defilting,  at  this  Time,  and  what  Security 
for  eiFe£iing  it,  at  any  other  Time,  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  guefs.  But  to  Vs,  who  are  not  in  the 
Secret,  it  feem^  to  be  fomething  more  than  a  D^- 
Id-^.  Tt  is,  at  leaft,  a  Delay  fine  Die,  which  hath 
always  been  the  Method  of  putting  oJfF  a  Point,  ne- 
ver intended  to  be  refumed  ;    for,  if  We  are  rightly 


*  Obferz'ations  on  the  prefent  Dijpute,  concerning  the 
Repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Teft  Ads,  p.  3 1 . 
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"  inform'd,  it  hath  been  declared  that  the  Beginmng  of 
"  a  Parliament  is  not  a  proper  T^ime,  They  now  find, 
"  by  fatal  Experience,  that  the  latter  End  of  a  Par- 
**  liament  is  not  a  proper  Time.  It  therefore  remains 
"  thac  the  only  proper  Ti??ie  is  the  Middle  of  a  Parlia- 
"  t?ient ;  and  even  tbat  critical  Medium  (  as  We  have 
"  been  alib  told  )  mull  be  attended  with  abfoluie 
"  Peace  abroad,  and  perfect  Tranquility  at  ho^ne^  un- 
"  difturb'd  by  FaSiion,  Party,  or  the  leaft  Oppolition 
"  to  the  Meafures  of  a  Minijier  ;  for,  in  any  of  thefe 
*'  Cafes,  the  Middle  (f  a  Parliament  will  likewife  be 
*'  an  i?nproper  Time.  This  will  naturally  draw  on  the 
"  latter  E?id  of  a  Parliament  again  ;  and  thus,  I  am 
**  afraid,  xhtprelatical  Jdjufier  will  prove  a  true  Pro- 
*'  phet,  in  declaring  that  no  Time  is  proper  ;  and  Thole, 
**  who  deceive  Themfelves,  by  waiting  for  fuclp  a 
**  Timet  will  find  Themfelves  in  the  Condition  of  the 
"  7?//y  Countryman  ,  in  the  Fable. 


^i  prorogat  Horam 


Rujlicusy  expeBat  dum  defluit  Amnis^  at  ille 
Labitur,   &  labetur  in  omne  volubilis  ^vum, 

I  am  told  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  declared,  in 
his  late  memorable  Speech  againft  the  Diffenterst 
(  which  I  long  to  fee  in  Print )  that  He  never  promifed 
to  ferve  Them^  in  this  Particular.  The  D  if  enters 
and  Thofe,  whom  They  trufled  with  the  Management 
of  their  Affairs,  are  the  beft  Judges  how  far  This  is 
true  ;  but  furely  the  well-known  Fad  of  putting  Them 
off  from  Year  to  Year,  under  the  Pretence  of  improper 
Time  St  imply 'd  a  Promife  that  fome  Time,  at  leaft, 
would  be  proper^  had  nothing  elfe  pafs'd  between 
Them  ;  for  orherwife  it  was  arrant  trifling  with  Them, 
or  treating  Them  as  downright  Children,  and  They 
,  lliould  have  taken  the  Advice  of  a  certain  Writer ^    in 


the 
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in  the  Year  1732,  who  obrerved,  "  *  that  if,  after 
**  all,  the  DiJ/enters  fliould  be  perfuaded  univerfally, 
"at  this  Time,  to  defift  from  their  Point,  for  any  better 
"  Reaibn  than  I  have  yet  heard  mention'd,  1  hope  it 
**  will  be  only  the  Occafion  of  receiving  a  Royal 
*'  Promise  of  its  being  done  ztfome  other  fix"  d  Time. 
*'  •— A  Minister  is  a  fading  Flower  ;  hisMiNis- 
*•  TRY  a  temporary  Bloom.  The  King  (may  God 
**  long  preferve  his  facred  Life  !)  is  their  only  Refuge, 
*"  and  his  Royal  Word  may  be  their  Trult. 

But  farther.  Did  not  all  the  minijlerial  Advocates ^ 
particularly  Osborne  and  Walfingham^  who  are  knovv'n 
to  write  by  Direftion,  endeavour  to  engage  the  Dif- 
Jinters  in  ^e  Intereftof  their  Patron  at  thelall  Eledli- 
ons,  by  repeated  Promifes  that  the  Tefi-A^s  fhould  be 
repealM,  if  a  Parliament  was  chofen,  by  their  AiTjft- 
ance,  on  his  SideP  1  could  quote  a  Volume  to  this 
Purpofe  out  of  their  Writings;  but  (hall  content  My- 
felf  with  the  following  Paragraph,  from  Mr.  Wolfing- 
hamh  immortal  Works,  which  is  full  to  the  Point. 

"  -f  The  Whigs  in  his  Majesty's  Service, 
"  who  have  ever  been  the  mojl  hearty  Friends  and  Sup- 
*y  porters  of  the  V  KOI -E^TM^T  Dissenters,  defire  to 
**  give  Them  all  reafonable  Satisfaflion,  by  repealing 
^*  or  explaining  the  Tests,  fo  that  the  Proteflant  Dif 
**  feniers  may  not  be  excluded  by  them.  To  this  End» 
*^  the  Adminijlration  defire  the  Troteftant  Diffenters  to 
**  chufe  their  known  and  unfufpeSied  friends  Members 
*'  of  the  enfuing  Parliament ;  and  if  the  Diffenters  en- 
**  able  the  Minifters  to  carry  this  Point  againft  all  Op- 
**  pofition,  the  Liberties  of  the  Diffenters  will  then  be 
*^  fecured  to  all  Pofterity.  This  is  the  Propositioi% 
**  which  the  Ministers  make  to  the  Dissenters, 
•'  that   the   Adminifl ration  may  not  be  diftrefs'd  in  at 

*  Reflexions  upon  the  Corporation  and  Tell-A<5ls./>.  z^ 
Printed  for  J.  Roberts. 

f  Free-Briton yO^,  25,  1733  . 

"  tempt- 
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**  tempting  to  gain  Them  fuch  an  Indulgence,  either 
"  through  the  Power  of  a  Tory  F/^^zV^,  or  through  the 
*«  Combination  of  e/^^^r/^/^'Torw  zndi  apofiate  Whigs, 

Will  it  now  be  faid  that  This  was;/^  Promife,  or  that 
it  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  only  as  the  Apprehenfion  of 
z  prk'/ite  Writer,  when  it  is  here  pofitively  aflerted  to 
be  the  Intention  of  the  Minijiers  themf elves,  and  dired^- 
ly  caird  a  Proposition,  which  They  made  to  the 
Dijfenters  ?  Every  Body  knows  that  the  Dijfenters  ac- , 
cepted  of  this  Propofition,  and  a<ftually  performed  their 
Part  of  the  Engagement,  with  Succefs  ;  but  when  They 
come  to  demand  the  Performance  of  the  other  Part, 
They  are  treated  juft  like  the  Southfea  Proprietors, in.  the 
Year  1720,  with  Regard  to  the  famous  Bank-Con- 
tract, and  fent  away  with  a  barefaced  Denial  of  any 
fueh  Engagement. 

I  put  the  Dijfenters  in  Mind,  whilllthe  Repeal  was 
then  in  Agitation,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  was 
fo  far  from  having  been  one  of  their  moft  hearty  Friends 
and  Supporters,  as  Mr.  Walfingham  alledged,  that  He 
employ 'd  all  his  Intereft  and  Oratory  againft  the  Repeal 
even  of  the  Schism  and  occasional  Conformity 
Acts,  in  the  Year  171 8;  but  They  fufFer'd  Them- 
felves  to  be  deluded  into  nezv  Dependences  upon  Him, 
and  arm'd  Him  viiih.frejh  Powers,  w^hich  He  hath  at 
lall  generoufly  turned  againll  Them.  He  now  laughs 
at  their  Credulity,  and  tells  his  Confidents,  with  a 
Snear,  that  They  2ixt fairly  fockfd. 

Nay,  even  his  Hirelings,  who  were  em  ploy 'd  to 
trumpet  forth  his  former  Merits  towards  the  Dijfenters, 
in  Defyancc  of  Truth  and  Notoriety,  took  the  Cue,  as 
foon  as  his  Turn  was  ferved,  and  treated  Them  in  the 
fame  infolent  and  contemptous  Manner. 

If  that  great  Statefwoman,  Mrs.  Osborne,  had  ever 
any  Thing  really  at  Heart,  befides  her  ozon  corrupt  In- 
terefl,  it  feems  to  have  been  this  Point  of  the  7>/?,  about 
which  She  made  a  lamentable  Outcry,  for  three  or  four 
Yciirs  together  j  but  when  it  adually  came  to  a  Crifts, 

and 
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and  it  was  known  what  Part  her  Patron  was  refolved 
to  aft  in  it,  She  defer  ted  Them  at  once,  and  left  their 
Adverfaries  to  triumph   over   Them,  without   giving 
Them  one   kind  Lift,  or  defending  her  old  abftrafted 
Nonfenfe  about  natural  Rights It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  She  feems  to  be  a  little  out  of  Humour,  in 
her  laft  Paper,  with  the  Condutl  of  her  Patron,  upon 
this  Occafion,  and  preparing  to  retire  with  the  Usages 
of  her  prqftitution.     I  agree  with  Her,  that  it  is  high 
iimefor  Her  to  have  done,  and  am  in  charitable  Hopes 
that  She  will   fpend  the  Remainder  of  her  Day^s,  like 
other  penitent  Sinners,  in  Afts  of  Contrition  for  tlie 
Guilt  of  her  paft  Life. 

Mr.  Walfinghatn  was  always  what  is  call'd  a  tho- 
rough-paced Man,  and  never  fiuck  at  any  Thing  to  ferve 
a  prefent  Purpofe,  however  contradiftory  or   inconfift- 
ent  with  what  He  \i2id  formerly  afferted.     Accordingly, 
whenever  it  was  thought  neceifary  to  wheedle  the  Dif- 
/enters.  He  founded  forth  the  Reafonablenefs  of  repealing 
the  ^eft  as  loudly  as  Mother  Osborne  herfelf,  and  treated 
all  Perfons,  who  did  not  come  as  readily  into  it,   or 
even  chofe  to  ftand  neuter,  as  Bigots,  Jacobites,   and 
Papijls.     But  as  foon  as  his  Patron  thought  fit  to  take 
the  Church  into  his  Proteftion,  He  was  not  only  filent, 
but  infults  Them  for  *  repinijig  at  the  Continuance  of  the 
Tests,  after  what  hath  been  already  done  for  Ihcm 
by  the  Aft  of  T^oleration.     He  now  tells  Them,  as  a 
Reafon  for  not  repealing   thefe   Laws,  '^  f  that   they 
"  have  been  eftablifh'd  between  ^^/j  and feventy  Tears  ; 
"  and   that  the  Qucftion   for   taking  them  away  hath 
**  been  very  largely  debated,  mfour  fuc^eed- 
*'  ing   Reigns.^''  — —  So   fays  this  worthy  Ge?itleman^ 
upon  the  prefent  Occafion ;  though  He  was  formerly 
plea  fed  to  reprefent  Me  as  a  downright  Tory,  at  leaft, 
only  for  obferving,  %  ^^^^  ^^^  Repeal,  or  Explanation  of 

*  See  Gazetteer,  March  19,  1736. 

t  lb. 
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the  Tests,  w^j /?  disputed  Point.  He  is  guilty 
of  the  like  Con  tradition,  with  Relation  to  natural 
Rights,  which  He  pleaded  as  an  Argument  for  re- 
pealing the  Teji-A^s,  in  the  Tree-Briton  before-cited  ; 
but,  in  the  Gazetteer  of  March  the  19th,  1736,  He 
treats  all  People,  "  zvho  advance  this  Claim,  as  ho- 
**  nest,  brave  a7id  heroick  Persons,  but  no  more 
*'  qualify' d  to  govern  a  Nation^  or  to  model  its  Laws, 
"  than  WILD  Men,  who  run  naked  in  the  Woods ^  and 

*<  never  underjlood  the  Meaning  of  civil  Society!"" 

Juft  after.  He  ridicules  a  certain  Writer ^  whom  He  calls 
this  Advocate  for  //^^  Rights  of  Nature,  as  one  not 

endow'd  with  the  Gift  ^common  Sense. 1  leave 

the  fagacious  Mrs.  Osborne  to  deiermine  Who  is  here 
meant  j  and  if  She  will  forgive  Mr.  Waljinghafny  I  am  • 
ready  to  do  the  fame,   with  all  my  Heart. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  leave  all  the  fenfihle^  un corrupt 
DiJJenters  in  the  Kingdom  to  refleft  upon  the  late 
Conduft  and  Treatment  They  have  received  from  Thofe, 
in  whofe  Interell  They  exerted  Themfelves  with  ((» 
much  Vigour.  D. 

f  Free-Briton,  O^.z^^y  i/SS-. 
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N^jio.    Saturday,  ^r/7  10,  1736. 


the  Examination  of  the  Preliminaries,  or  Plan  0/ Peace, 
continued',  in  which  the  Cafe  of  the  Tuscan 
Ports  is  particular^  confider'd. 


To      C  A   L  E  B       D'  A  N  V  E   R  S, 
SIR, 


Efq. 


A  V  I  N  G  fhewn  the  Importance  of  the 
Datchies  of  Lorain  and  Bar  to 
F  R  A  N  c  E,  the  Reaibn  is  obvious  why 
the  Gazetteers  have  taken  fo  much  Pains 
to  depreciate  them,  and  perfuade  the 
World  that  France  is  but  an  inconfide- 
rable  Gainer  by  the  Conclufion  of  this  War  ;  as  if  it 
were  to  pafs  for  an  eftablifh'd  Maxim,  that  She  was  al- 
ways, upon  fuch  Occafions,  to  go  on  increafing  her 
Dominions. 

But  the  Bufinefs  of  ihefe  Writers  was  to  fhew,  in 
Support  of  their  Patron^ s  AfTertion,  that  there  was  no 
ESSENTIAL  VARIATION  between  the  last  Year's 
Plan  of  Accommodation,  propofed  b'^Us,  and  the 
prefent  Preliminaries  ;  or,  as  the  States-Genera/  have 
worded  it,  in  their  Anfwer  to  the  Memorial  of  the 
Marquis  de  St.  Gilles,  *  that  they  doji't  greatly 
DIFFER.  Whether  all  the  Articles  were  then  com- 
municated to  Them^  feems  to  be  vtry  doubtful,  not 
only  from  the  cautious  Manner  of  expreffing  Them- 
felves,  upon  that  Head,  but  if  what  the  Gazetteers  faid 
at  firii,  with  Regard  to  Lorain,  was  all  that  even  our 

hrs 


*  Gazetteer,  March  16. 
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Mlnijfers  knew,  it  is  now  plain  They  were  not  ac- 
quainted  with  all  the  Articles  ;   for  it  was   aFerted, 

*  *  that  the  Ceffion  of  thefe  Dutchies  to  France  was 
'  not  to  take  Eifcfl  till   the  Duke  of  Lorain  is   in  full 

*  PofTeffion  of  Tufcany,  Farm  a   and   Flacentia, — — 

*  f  But  the  former  Fart  of  this  Argument  was  contra- 
'  dialed,  as  a  late  Writer  obferved,  by  the  Frelimina- 

*  r/Vj,  as  they  are  puWifhM  ;  which  fay  that  King 
'  Sraniflaus  y^^//  have  the  immediate  Pos^session 

*  of  the  Dutcby   of  Bar  i  and  I  have  been  inform'd, 

*  fays  He,  that  the  zvhole  Domimons  of  Lorain  are  to 
'■  be  deliver'd  up  to  France,  in  Confideration  of  an  An* 
'  ?iu/ty  to  the  Duke,    in  Lieu  of  iht  Revenues,    till  the 

*  Vacancy    of  Tufcany    happen?." Every   Body    is 

no'.v  fciifible  that  this  Information  was  too  true,  though 
i\\t  Subilance  of  it  was  not  in  the  Freliminary  Articles y 
which    have  been   publifh'd ;  and  it  is  laid   that  fome 

.DifScuIties  have  already  ariien,  upon  that  Head. 

The  Dutchies  ofTuJcany,  Far  ma  and  Flacentia  were 
to  have  been  given  to  the  Emperor,  by  the  Flan  of  Ac- 
commodation lail  Year,  in  Exchange  for  Naples  and  Sicily 
allotted  to  Don  Carlos.  But  how  is  this  Scheme  ali-er'd 
.at  preren"",  though  without  any  ejfential  Variation? 
Why,  the  Duke  of  Lorain  is  to  have  Tufcany,  in  Ex- 
change for  the  CefTion  o^.  Lorain  and  Bar  to  France, 
which  muft  therefore  be  reckon'd  a  very  inconfiderable 
Acquifitian.  Bat  as  that  Point  hath  been  ilifficiently 
explain'd  already,  let  us  now  confider  the  Variation  in 
another  Light. 

If  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  prefent,  eldeft  Arch- 
Dutchefs  fhould  die  without  I  flue,  the  Duke  of  Lorain 
and  his  Family  will  be  the  PofTefibrs  of  thofe  Dutchies^ 
or  Tufcany  alone,  if  That  only  ii  given  'v\  E',xchange 
for  his  own,  and  confequcntly  the  Power  of  the  Houfe 
cf  Aujiria,  in  the  fcond  Daughter,  will  be  fo  far 
F  f   2  weaken^. 

Gazetteer^  Jan.  i6.  -f-  Some  Ohfervatiom  nn 

the  prejent  Flan  ofFeace^  is'c.  p.  27. 
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weakened,  as  to  be  rendered  unable,  even  upon  the 
Suppofition  of  a  right  Ballance  ofPozver  by  this  Treaty, 
to  preferve  it  upon  that  Foundation.  Now  This  would 
have  been  prevented,  if  the  Dominions  of  Lorain  had 
been  given  to  the  next  of  Kin,  in  that  Family.  But,  in 
the  prefent  Cafe,  where  fhall  We  look  for  a  Power,  ca- 
pable of  making  a  Stand  againfl  France  F  Have  nof  the 
niches  of  the  Italian  Domi?iions  always  caft  fuch  a  Splen- 
dor over  the  Poverty  of  the  German  ones,  that  People 
have  been  fo  far  deluded  with  it,  of  late,  as  to  enter- 
tain dreadful  Apprehensions  from  the  exorbitant  Power 
of  the  Houfe  di.  Auftria  ?  Was  it  not  even  thought  ne- 
ceffary  for  JJs  to  give  our  Afiilknce  in  reducing  it,  by 
very  extraordinary  Expences^  and  too  frequent  Votes  of 
Credit  P  But  no  fooner  had  the  Emperor  \oi\  thefe  Pro- 
vinces than  all  Europe  was  fenfible  of  his  Weaknefs,  and 
juRly  alarm'd  for  Themfehes. 

In  the  Plan  of  Accommodation,  no  Notice  was  taken, 
as  I  remember,  of  the  Tuscan  Ports  ;  but  the  giv- 
ing of  them  to  Don  Carlos,  by  the  Preliminaries,  is  cer- 
tainly of  a  dangerous  Tendency  ;  for  though  they  may 
have  been  coniider'd,  at  prefent,  in  Point  of  Revenue 
only,  and  therefore  thought  an  inconfiderable  Sacrifice, 
for  the  Sake  of  P^^7/^,  they  have  been  formerly  look*d 
upon  as  Places  of  great  Importarxe,  and  all  the  Argu- 
ments upon  that  SubjeSl  being  much  ftronger  now  than 
they  were  then,  I  mull  trouble  You  with  fome  of 
them. 

In  both  the  Partition  Treaties,  France  was  to  have 
had  Naples,  Sicily,  the  Ttijcan  Ports,  and  the  Alarqui- 
fate  of  Final',  **  *  and  were  fo  much  afraid  of  miflak- 
*'  ing,  that  after  They  had  comprehended  them  in  ge- 
*'  neral  Terms,  They  fpecify  each  under  its  proper 
**■  Name.  Thefe  fame  Ports,  which  have  formerly 
*'  been  call'd  the  Manacles  of  Italy,  in  Hatred 
**  to  the  Spaniards,  will  become  really  fo  in  the  Hands 

"  of 

*  State  Traits y  vol.  ^.  p.  147. 
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"  of  Fr^/?^^,  who  doubt-lefs  will  ufe  them  with  Dexte- 
"  rity  enough  to  enflave  all  the  reft  of  that  Continent ; 
*'  for  being  Majfers  at  Sea,  nothing  will  be  more  eafy 
"  than  to  attack  Tufcany^  by  that  Way,  whilil:  their 
**  Land  Armies  poiTefs  Themfelves  of  the  Ecckjtaftical 
"  State,  on  one  Side,  and  of  "Piedmont  and  Lambardy, 
**  on  the  other. 

*'  If  the  French  pretend  the  Tiifcan  Torts  (as  ac- 
**  ceffional  to  the  tvjo  Kingdoms,  that  are  to  be  incorpo- 
**  rated)  are  neceflary  to  preferve  a  mutual Communi- 
"  cation,  no  Man  ought  to  be  farprized  ;  for  they  are 
"  of  great  Ufe  to  them.  But  if  They  have  720  other 
**  View,  why  do  They  not  leave  the  JMarquifate  of 
**  Final  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain,  being  a  Part  of  the 
*«  State  of  ili%/?,  which  They  have  ftipulated  forHin\ 
*«  by  the  Treaty  ;  fmce  the  little  Port,  or  rather  Road, 
•**  which  belongs  to  that  Place,  is  of  no  Confideration 
**  to  fecure  the  Command  of  that  Sea  P  The  Reaibn  is 
*'  evident ;  for  They  look  upon  Milan  only  as  a  Thing 
*'  depofited  in  the  Hands  of  the  Duke,  which  They 
*'  may  take  when  They  will,  and  therefore  refolve  to- 
*•  keep  the  Keys,  that  They  may  enter  when  it  is  con- 
*'  venient."'-' — Every  Body  muft  fee  that  the  eventual  Sue* 
..ceffion  ilipulated  for  the  Duke  of  Z(?r^z?2  is  much  more 
p/ecarioui  fiu^v,  than  it  was,  in  the  other  Cafe,  when 
both  Parties  were  to  enter  into  PolTeffion  of  their  re- 
fpective  Shares  at  one  and  the  fame  11  jne.  But  I  will 
not  make  any  farther  Obfervations  upon  this  Head,  till 
V/e  have  kftn  what  was  the  Opinion  of  Great  Britaiit' 
and  her  Allies,  upon  it. 

In  the  fecond  grand  Allyance,  Art.  5,  it  is  partlcu* 
larly  ftipalated,  "  that  the  Confederates  fhall  ufe  their 
♦'  utmoft  Endeavours  to  recover  the  Kingdoms  of 
**  Naples  and^  Sicily,  and  the  Lands  and  Islands  on 
*'  the  Coalb  o^Tufcany,  in  the  Mediterranean,  that  be- 
''  long  to  the  Spanijh  Dominions,  and  may  ferve  to  the 
. "  fame  Parpofe,  (That  is,  fecuring  the  Emperor*s  he- 
**  rcdilary  Countries)  and  will  alio  be  of  Advantage  to 

F  f  3  «  tk^ 
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**  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the  Subjefts  of  the 
*•  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  United 
.**  Provinces. 

Negotiations  for  a  Peace  were  fet  on  Foot,  in  the 
Year  1709  ;  but  not  fucceeding  then,  they  were  re- 
newed the  foliowing  Year  at  Gertruydenberg,  and  the 
French  made  feveral  Propofitions  for  giving  Part  of  the 
Spanijh  Dominions  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou.  I  cannot 
Hate  this  Affair  in  a  fhorter  Way  than  from  the  follow- 
ing Paragraph  of  the  Declaration  of  Count  Sinzetidorf, 
the  Imperial  Minijfer,  upon  the  Propofitions  made  there 
on  the  21ft  and  22d  oi  March  1710. 

"  *  As  to  the  Difcourfes  and  Propofitions  of  the 
**  [aid  Minifiers  (i.  e.  the  French  Minijiers,)  one  need 
**  only  obferve  how  they  have  been  made  by  Degree?, 
**  to  lee  that  they  would  be  the  Ruin  of  the  Houfe  of 
**  Atijiria^  as  well  as  of  the  Allies,  and  confequently 
**  of  all  Europe ;  for  as  to  what  concerns  the  Kingdoms 
*'  oi  Naples  and  Sicily,  or  one  oftheje  Kingdoms  in  par- 
•*  ticular,  I  have  already  fhewn,  by  a  -f-  feparate  Wri- 
**  ting,  how  the  Proportion,  for  giving  up  both,  or  o7ie 
**  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  is  unjuft, 
*'  captious,  and  not  to  be  accepted  by  the  Houfe  of 
*'  Atfiria  ;  and  it  is  the  fame,  with  Regard  to  the  Pro- 
**  pofition  for  giving  Him  Naples,  Sardinia,  and  the 
**  Places  firuated  on  the  Coails  of  7?{/?/7;?V  j  or  Sicily, 
**  Sardinia,  and  the  /aid  Places  ;  and  as,  in  all  thefe 
*•  Propofitions,  one  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  either  o{  Naples, 
'*  or  Sicily,  is  brought  in,  and  They  have  join'd  by 
**  Degrees  Sardi?ii a,  and  the  four  Places  of  Tufcany,  it 
*'  is  iurprizing  that  France  will  return  to  ihe  fame  Pro- 
<*  pcfiiions,  in  different  Shapes,  and  with  Places  jnore 
**  hiirtjul,  asthePoRTS  of  Tuscany  and  Sardi- 
<*  NiA.  The  whole,  together  and  feparate,  tend  only 
"  to  make  France  Miilrefs  of  the  Commerce  'of  the 

'*  Mediier- 
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*'  Mediterranean  and  the  Levant,  and  to  ag- 

"  grandize  Her  hy  new  Conquejis.^'' -This  was  not 

only  the  Opinion  of  the  Imperialijis ;  for  the  Progrefs 
of  that  'Negotiation  fliews  that  it  was  likewife  ours,  and 
That  of  our  Allies ,  with  Regard  to  the  Tuscan 
Ports.  France  had  long  infifted  upon  Naples^  Sicily, 
^c.  for  the  Duke  of  Anjou ;  **  *  but  their  laft  De- 
"  mand  was  only  Sicily,  Sardinia,  and  the  Tufcan  Ports. 

" There  was  no  Difpofition  in  any  of  the  Allies 

**  to  give  up  tbofe  Places  ;  her  late  Majejfy  having  be- 
**  fore  made  it  known  that  She  would  not  confent  to  it. 
**  Several  other  Princes  amongft  the  Allies  were  of  the 
*'  fame  Opinion  ;  and    the  Minifter  ofSavo-^  appeared 

**  the  moil  againft  it." From  hence  We  may  judge 

of  the  Importance  ofthofe  Places  -,  fince  it  appears  from 
the  above  Memorial  that  when  only  four  of  the?n  were 
demanded,  We  and  our  Allies  thought  the  Ceffion  of 
them  to  be  of  fuch  a  dangerous  Nature  to  our  Intereft, 
and  the  growing  Power  ol  Trance,  (chough  given  to 
miother  Prince  of  the  Hoiife  of  Bourbon,  with  Sicil'^  and 
Sardinia  only )  that  We  refufed  to  comply  with  ft  at  a 
Time  when  Prance  offer'd  to  reftore  all  the  reft  of  the 
Spanifo  Dominions  to  the  Houfe  oiAuJiria.  There  can- 
not be  a  ftronger  Proof  that  the  Importance  of  ihefe  Pla- 
ces was  well  confider'd  and  underftood,  at  that  Time, 
fince  fo  high  a  Value  was  put  upon  them  by  both  Sides. 
Can  therefore  the  giving  all  fix  of  them  now,  with  the 
Ife  of  Elbe,  to  ^\ve  fame  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon (bccaufe  the  fine  Kingdom  of  Naples  is  fubflituted 
in  the  Room  of  the  poor  Ifland  of  Sardinia)  be  lefs  de- 
trimental to  the  ^rade  of  this  Nation,  or  lefs  dangerous 
to  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe  ? 

But,  perhaps,  a  more  particular  Enquiry  into  the  Rea- 
sons, which  induced  this  Nation  to  confider  them  in 
fuch  an  important  Light  as  We  have  ever  done,  may  be 
the  bell:  Way  of  fhewing  how  much   it  is  againft   our 

htereft 
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Inter-efi  that  they  fhould  ever  be  given  \o  any  of  the 
Bourbon  Family. 

^j  the  Partition  Treaties ^  the  Crown  of  France  was 
to  have  been  put  in  Poffeffion  oUhefe  Ports ^  with  Na- 
fles  and  Sicily,  the  natural  Confequence  of  which  mufl 
have  been  that  the  French^  in  a  few  Years,  would 
-have  been  Mafiers  of  all  Italy  ;  for  there  would  have 
been  no  Prince  left  there,  able  of  Himfelf  to  make  any 
Oppofition;  n  r,  conftdering  their  Situation,  and  the 
PolTelTions  o^ France,  would  They  be  capable  of  receiv- 
ing any  Succour  from  the  maritime  Towers,  or  from  any 
■others  ;  fo  disjointed  and  incommunicable  would  They 
have  been  render'd  to  the  reft  of  Europe, 

The  Apprehenfion  of  This,  and  the  Danger  of 
Frances  becoming  Miftrefs  ®f  the  Levant  Trade,  made 
-the  Importance  ol thefe  Ports  {o  much  confider'd  at  the 
Treaty  of  Gertruydenhrg ;  though  they  were  then  to  be 
placed  in  the  Hands  of  a  feparate  Prince  of  that  Fa^ 
mily,  as  they  are  at  prefent,  with  lefs  Dominions  in 
Italy  ;  whilfi  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  was  to  keep  PoiTefii- 
on  of  as  much  Power  and  Territory  there,  as  is  now 
left  Them,  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  into  the  Bargain. 
As  that  Difpofition  would  have  therefore  given  Us  the 
Advantage  of  the  Spanijh  Ports  m  the  Mediterranean, 
We  fhould  not  have  been  liable  to  fo  m.uch  Dependence 
upon  the  good  Will  of  France,  or  the  Houje  of  Bourbon, 
for  our  Mediterranean  and  Levant  Trade,  as  We  muii 
be  at  preient,  when  all  thefe  Countries  are  in  the 
Hands  of  the  fa7ne  Family. 

The  View  oi  France  in  all  her  Endeavours  to  obtain 
thefe  Ports  hath  been,  not  only  for  the  Sake  of  a  Com- 
munication between  TJ^em  and  Naples,  ^c.  but  as  Pla- 
ces, that  gave  Them  a  Power  of  entering  into  the  very 
rBowels  of  Italyy  at  any  Time.  Nor  niuil  it  be  forgot 
^.ow  .much  They  had  it  a^  Heart,  in  a  former  War 
•with  Spain,  to  get  Pofleflion  of  thefe  Places  j  by  Means 
of  which  They  would  then,  as  They  may  hereafter, 
tranfport  their  Forces,  and  alTemble  them  wherever 
-  They 
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They  pleafe,  with  all  imaginable  Safety,  upon  a  Coafl 
in  a  Manner  intirely  made  their  own. 

The  Dukes  of  Saz'o'^  { thofe  ihifting  Princes,  who 
have  gain'd  on  all  Sides,  by  pofieffing  the  Barrier  be- 
tween France  and  Italy)  might  well  apprehend  their  In- 
figniiicancy,  as  well  as  Danger,  if  France  had  another 
Way  of  coming  there  ;  nor  were  They  wanting  to  ex- 
prefs  their  Fears,  upon  the  Ceffion  of  Tufcany  to  Don 
Carlos. 

As  to  Great  Britain,  Leghorn  will  be  of  little  Ufe 
to  Tjs,  in  Times  of  War,  without  thefe  Ports,  which 
will  make  it  abfolutely  unfafe  to  carry  on  any  Trade 
but  by  Squadrons  of  Men  of  War ;  fo  beiet  will  that 
Coajl  be  by  the  Enemy'' s  Ports  ;  and,  at  fuch  a  Time, 
to  what  other  Parts  of  the  Levant  can  We  poflibly  trade 
with  any  Security,  when  We  coniider  that  our  Enemies 
will  be  in  Poflefiion  of  all  the  Ports  of  Naples  and  Si- 
cily too. —  But  That  is  too  melancholy  a  Conlideration 
to  be  dwelt  upon  any  longer. 

It  is  true,  We  (hall  have  the  Port  of  Leghorn  open 
to  affift  the  Emperor,  if  Occafton  fhould  require.  But 
is  it  to  be  fuppofcd  that  We  fhall  always  have  fuch 
early  Notice,  as  to  be  able  to  fend  a  Fleet  there,  to  in- 
terrupt their  Communication  and  Entrance  into  Italy? 
Ought  not  the  Alacrity  of  the  French  to  give  Us  equal 
Appiehenfions  with  the  Slownefs  of  the  Germans,  upon 
thofe  Occafions ;  and  may  not  the  Blow  be  Itruck.  as 
well  as  our  Trade  deftroy'd,  before  We  can  pofTibly 
fend   the  Emperor  any   Affillance? 

Some  Perfons  ha\'e  flatter'd  Themfelves  with  a  No- 
tion that  giving  thefe  Domini'jns  in  Italy  to  a  Prince  of 
Spain  will  renew  the  antient  Friend fhip,  which  fubfif- 
ted  between  that  Nation  and  JJs,  when  They  formerly 
pofTefs'd  Italy,  as  being  a  necefTary  Support  for  main- 
taining Them  there  *,  and  from  hence  \hefa?ne  Perfons 
reafon  that  our  keeping  Gibraltar  would  be  the  Intereft 
of  Spain.  I  heartily  wifli  it  may  prove  fo,  and  am  fbrry 
it  is  not  more  probable  ;   for  what  could  be  the  Reafon 

that 
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that  induced -Fr/7»^^  to  ftipulate  the  Tufcan  Ports  for 
Don  Carlos  P  They  v/ere  not  wanted,  nor  are  They  of 
any  Ufe,  for  the  Communication  between  6i^/2/«,  Na- 
ples and  Sui/y  ;  but  are  of  the  greateft  Importance  for 
.~the  Communiciition  between  Ita/y  and  Trance  j  which 
-  is  one  of  the  Reafons  why  the  latter  have  fo  earneftly 
.infifted  upon  them,  m  former  Treaties,  as  I  have  al- 
ready ihewn.  This  of  Courfe- mull  make  the  Prince, 
who  poflelTes  them,  dependent  upon  France,  who  can 
eafily  and  readily  affift  Him,  at  any  Time ;  whereas 
our  Aid  mafi;  alway  be  diftant  and  precarious.  Let  us 
likewiie  confider,  from  the  Nature  of  that  Prince's  Si- 
tuation, againft  Whom  it  i?,  that  We  are  luppofed  to  af- 
fiit  Him.  Can  it  ever  be  neceflary  againft  any  but  the 
Emperor  ;  and  can  We  pofiibly  conceive  a  Conjunc- 
ture of  that  Nature  to  arife,  in  which  it  will  not  be 
the  more  immediate  Intereft  of  Trance  to  do  it,  as  well 
as  of  Us  to  fupport  the  Emperor,  as  far  at  leaft  as  good 
Wifhes  I  If  it  can  be  fuppofed  that  Trance  and  the  Em- 
peror fhould  ever  join  againft  Don  Carlos^  what  Ima- 
gination can  be  form'd  of  our  being  able  to  proteft 
Him  againft  thofe  united  Powers?  The  Miftake  of  this 
Opinion  arifes  from  not  reflefting  that  at  the  Time, 
•when  Spain  had  fuch  a  Dependence  upon  Us,  on  Ac- 
count of  their  Italian  and  other  Dominions,  both  of  them 
were  in  the  Hands  of  the  Houje  of  Aujlria,  whofe 
whole  united  Force  was^  not  fufficient  to  defend  Them 
againft  the  overgrown  Power  of  Trance.  How  much 
Things  ard  alter'd  for  the  better  fmce,  by  our  late  wife 
^treaties,  and  how  long  they  are  like  to  cantinue  fo, 
does  not  here  require  any  farther  Explanation. 

Whilft  Trance  hath  the  Command  of  thefe  Ports,  the 
Duke  of  Savofs  Barrier  will  be  almoft  intirely  ufelefs; 
for  She  may  invade  Italy  with  more  Eafe,  by  the 
commodious  Situation  of  thefe  Places,  than  by  pafling 
the  Alps.  Here  They  may  make  their  Preparations, 
and  be  ready,  upon  the  Death  of  the  prefent  Duke  of* 
Tufcafiy,  to  take  immediate  PofTcilioa  of  thai  Dutchy  ; 


nor 
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nor  can  any  Thing  elfe  be  expeded,  if  fo  imprudent  a 
Thing  (hould  be  done  as  to  give  the  immediate  Poffeffion 
of  Lorain  to  France,  and  leave  the  Exchange  of  this- 
Dutchy  for  it  to  a  future  Contingency,  v^'^hen  the  Exe- 
cution of  it  may  depend  on  their  remarkable  good  Faith 
only. 

But  it  may  be  imagined  that   this  Pointy  as   well   as 
the  Reft  of  the  Imperial  Dominions,  will  be  eiFedlually 
feeured  by  the  Guaranty  of  the  maritime  Towers.     Yet 
who,  that  reflefts  upon   this  laft  War,  can  have  any 
greai  Dependence  upon  ftich  Cobwebs  ?  We  and  the 
Dutch  were  Guaranties  of  the  E?nperor\  Dominions  be- 
fore the  Treaty   of  Vienna  in  1 7  3 1 ,   by  which  We  gua- 
ranty'd  the  Pragmatick  Santiion.;   yet  as  the  War   arofe 
between    France  and    the  Emperor,    upon    the  Affair  , 
of  Poland,  it  became  Matter  of  Difpute  who    was  the 
AggreJJor,  and  confequently   was  made  a  Doubt   whe- 
ther it  was  a  Ca[us  Foederis.     For  this  Reafon,   Time 
was  taken  to  examine  into  it.     But  Naples  and   Sicily 
were  attack'd  by  the  Spanijh  Troops  alone,  who  had  no- 
thing to  do  in  the  Broils  of  Poland,   and  made  a  bare- 
faced War  upon  the  Emperor,  for  the  Sake  of  Conqueft 
only.     Yet  what  AfEllance  was  given  Him  even  there  ? 
Was  it  fo  much  as  coniider'd  as  a  feparate  Cafe   from 
the  Quarrel  of  Poland,  though  diftindt  in  itfelf,  and  of 
more  immediate  Confequence  to  Us?  Our   Cafe  then 
was,  as  it  probably  will  always  be,  when  We  are  call'd 
upon  to  fulfil  fuch  fort  of  Guaranties-,    which  is   one 
good  Reafon  why  We  ought  never  to  delude  Qurfelves 
■or  our  Friends,  by  entering  into  them.  , 

What  hath  happened,,  and  always  will  happen,  with 
Refpeft  to  our  Guaranty  there,  was  long  ago  forefeen, 
in  this  Cafe  ;  for  in  the  Reafons  alledged  by  Count 
Sinzendorf  ^gdim^  giving  Sicily  to  the  Dukeo^Jnjou, 
in  1 7 10;  He  fays,  "  *  that  the  Guaranty  of  the  Al- 
*'  lies,  however  it  may  be  made,  will  not  protedl  the 
*'  Houfe    of  Aujlria  from    the  Enterprizes  of  France 

*'  upon 
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'*  upon  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  by  the  Party,  which 
*•  the  Duke  q{  Aiijou  hath  there  at  prefent,  and  which 
<'  will  be  increafed  by  his  being  in  their  Neighbour- 
«'  hood  ;  {o  that  before  it  can  be  debated  a7?jo7igji  the 
<'  Allies,  W/^^/i'^r /l'^  Cafe  of  Guaranty  y?/^/^/,  orjhall 
<*  have  agreed  upon  the  Succours  to  be  giver,,  the  Blow 
"  will  be  Jlruck ;  and  how  can  They  flatter  Them- 
<*  felves  with  it,  for  the  Time  to  come,  after  the  Ex- 
*«  amples  of  what  is  paft,  which  have  fully  ihewn 
«'  that  G^(f^r/z;?/w  have  never  been  of  any  immediate 
«*  Ufe,  but  only  given  France  Time  to  arrive  at  that 
**  Height,  in  which  We  have  feen  Her  ? 

As  This  hath  been  fo  lately  the  Cafe,  and  is  now 
fcarce  poflible  to  be  otherwife,  confidering  how  much 
Italy  will  be  put  under  the  Power  of  the  Bourbons,  by 
this  Treaty,  our  Guaranty  would  be  of  very  little  A- 
vail  there,  fhould  We  be  never  fo  willing  and  ready  to 
make  it  good.  Why  therefore  fliould  We  enter  into 
fo  ufelefs  an* Engagement,  which  can  only  throw  Us 
under  Difficulties,  but  not  make  ue  more  able  or  wil- 
ling to  afliil  Thofe,  to  whom  We  plight  our  Faith, 
than  We  fhould  be  without  if,  if  We  find  it  for  our 
Intereft,  and  are  in  a  proper  Condition  ?  Late  Experi- 
ence fhews  Us  that  it  ferves  only  to  deceive  our  Allies, 
by  making  Them  depend  upon  falfe  Hopes  and  Secu- 
rities, for  the  Prefervation  of  thofe  Places,  which  They 
would  have  better  provided  for  and  defended,  had  it 
liot  been  for  fuch  vain  Amufements.  The  Emperor 
had  Notice,  long  enough  before  the  Rupture  with 
France,  to  have  been  better  prepared  in  Italy  i  and  it 
is  not  improbable,  corilidering  of  how  much  greater 
Advantage  thofe  Provinces  are  to  Him  than  the  Domi- 
nions of  the  Empire,  that  He  would  have  taken  more 
Care  of  them,  had  He  not  fondly  imagined  that  the 
maritime  Powers  would  have  thought  the  Cafe  of  Gua- 
ranty did  exifl  there,  and  that  it  was  more  eflcntially 
their  Intereit  to  preferve  thofe  Dominions  to  Him,  than 
their  entering  into  the  Broils  of  Germany,  occafion'd  by 
the  Eledion  of  a  King  of  Poland,  which  had  therefore 

induced 
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induced  Him  to  draw  his  Forces  together  for  his  De- 
fence in  Germany  . 

Guaranties^  in  the  prefent  Form,  are  of  a  modern 
Invention.  Their  Original  was  owing  to  the  Imagi- 
fnation  of  weak  Princes^  that  They  fhould  be  able  to 
upport  Them  Pelves  by  thefe  Means,  and  tye  up  the 
Hands  of  the  Jlronger  with  Paper  Chains.  But  will 
dear-bought  Experience  never  teach  Them  othenvife  ? 
This  general  Method  of  negotiating  arofe  from  the  Time 
of  leaving  off  the  Cullom  o^ /wearing  to  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  Treaties  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner.  Pozuer 
znd  Inter efi  having  fhew'd  how  infigni^:cant  the  Tyes 
o^  Oaths  were,  in  that  Cafe,  the  Cuftom  was  laidafide, 
and  this  ridiculous  one  of  Guaranties  hath  been  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  Room,  as  more  binding.  There  was,  at 
leaft,  one  Ufe  in  xhz  former  Method  more  than  in  the 
prefent ;  for  Prirxces  then  knew  the  Treaties  and  Obli- 
gations They  laid  Themfelres  under,  which  may  now 
be  fomet-imes  conceal'd  from  Them  by  their  Mi?nfers. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  it  can  never  be  prudent  for  this 
Nation  to  CTitzrmiofuchfortofOoHgations,  (o  it  can 
never  be  necelTary,  and  therefore  by  all  poilible  Means 
ought  to  be  a^'oided. 

I  fhall  trouble  You  with  but  one  Letter  more,  View- 
ing from  the  Alterations  in  Italy^  that  France  and 
Spain  would  he  fuScient  Gainers  bv  this  Treaty,  with- 
out Lorain  and  the  Tufcan  Ports  ;  to  which  I  Ihall  add 
my  Reafons  for  writing,  at  prefent,  upon  thefe  SubjeBs. 
O.  J  am,  S  IR,  isc- 
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S      I     Ry 

Believe  a  fhort,  hiftorical  State  of  Fads 
will  beft  fhew  the  Height  of  Pozvefy  to 
to  which  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is  arrived, 
the  vaft  Extent  of  their  Jcquifitions,  and 
the  EiFe6ls  of  the  pre/ent  Alterations 
in  Italy  ;  which  will  of  themfelves 
furnifh  more  and  better  Obfervations  to  many  than  I 
am  either  willing,  or  able  to  make. 

France,  after  the  Acquifition  oi  Brittany ,  (  fmce 
which  She  hath,  at  no  one  Time,  made  any  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  Lor  a  in  will  be  to  Her  )  began  to  ftruggle 
for  an  abfolute  Power  in  Europe,  and  made  fuch  a 
Stand  againil  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  ^th,  (  poffefs'd 
as  He  was  of  all  xho^SpaniJh,  Italian,  and  Imperial  Do- 
minions )  as  gave  fufficient  Evidence  of  her  rifing  Pow- 
er, and  how  little  We  fhould  ever  have  to  apprehend 
from  the  Houfe  of  Jufria,  whilft  it  Ihould  have  the 
un-enriching  Countries  of  the  Netherlands,  with  the 
Italian,  and  Imperial  ones  only  ;  and  efpecially  if 
Trance  at  the  fame  Time  Ihould  be  greatly  increafed  in 
her  Dominions.  The  Treaty  of  Munfer  Ihew'd  her 
Superiority.  The  Pyrenean  treaty  enlarged  Her  fo 
much,  that  She  fet  no  Bounds  to  her  Ambition,  and 
made  Her  wantonly  infult  over  feveral  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope,    Nor  were  We,  or  more  properly  our  Governors, 

want- 
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wanting  in  our  Affiftance  to  that  End  ;  for  even  Crom- 
".vel  help'd  it  forward,  allured  by  Durikirky  the  View 
o^ pcrfonnl  Securitij,  and  getting  Poflcffion  of  Ibme  Part 
^of -the  Indies  for  this  Nation.  Charles  the  2d,  froni 
much  different  and  worfe  Moti\TS,  did  the  fame  ; 
which  at  lali:  gave  this  Nation  fuch  an  Alarm,  that 
the  Tloufe  of  Commons ^  in  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty, 
upon  tlie  Marriage  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  obferved, 
**  They  could  grant  no  Supplies  for  the  V/ar,  unlefs 
**  his  Majejly  and  his  Allies  would  engage  not  to  lay 
**  down  their  Arms  till  the  7>"i?.'7/y  of  the  Pyrefmees  was 
^*  performM,  and  the  French  King  reduced  to  the  Con- 
**  diticn  He  was  then  in. 

The  Power  of  France,  which  had  been  To  impolitick- 
ly  nurfed  up,  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  to  our  Liber- 
ties ;  but  the  Revolution  and  the  grand  Alliance  be- 
tween the  Emperor,  the  States  General,  and  Vs,  was 
our  Prefervation  at  that  Time,  and  enabled  Us  to 
make  the  Stand  V/e  did.  By  that  treaty  We  promifed 
and  engaged  to  affile  the  Emperor  with  all  our  Forces 
in  taking  Poileffion  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  Sec.  m 
Cafe  the  King  oi  Spain  (hould  die  without  Ifluc  ;  but, 
inftead  of  This,  We  were  fatally  drawn  into  Partition- 
ing, and  the  War,  which  followM  it,  brought  us  to 
another  grand  Allyance,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Balj 
lance  of  Europe.  We  were  then  fo  fenfible  of  our  Er- 
ror, in  giving  Lorain  by  Way  of  Exchange  to  France^ 
with  Naples,  Sicily,  and  the  Tufcan  Ports,  that  *  ^hey 
and  the  La?ids  and  IJlands  on  the  Coafts  of  Tufcafi^^  are 
the  only  Things,  which  We  abiblLUely  engaged  to  ob- 
tain for  the  Emperor  by  War,  as  a  Satisfaftion  for  his 
Right  to  the  whole  Spanijh  Monarchy-,  of  fuch  great 
Importance  were  thefe  Places  then  thought.  Some 
Alterations  were  made  in  this  Treaty  by  another  with 
Portugal  in  1703  ;  in  which  We  engaged  to  place  the 
prefent  Emperor  on   the  Throne  oi'  Spain.     But  as  the 

*  Art.  5.  of  the  grand  Allyance  in  1701. 
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Italian  Dominions  are  the  Point  now  in  Difpute,  I  /hai/ 
not  trouble  You  with  any  Thing  upon  that  Head  j  and 
having  ahead y  ihevvn  what  pals'd  concerning  !7]i^^7/;,  at 
the  Time  of  the  Gertruydenberg  Negotiation,  Jet  us 
next  enquire  what  was  done  in  Confequence  of  the 
-Treaty  q{ Utrecht. 

The  Italian  Dominions,  with  the  Ifland  of  Sardinia^ 
we  e  given  to  the  Em  per  or  ^    and  Bicih)  to  the  Duke  of 

Sarcy. This  Treaty  was   highly    blamed  by  the 

Whigs  ',  and, 'upon  the  Accefficn  of  the  prefent  Royal 
Family,,  the  Minljiers  concern'd  in  it  were  impeach'd. 
I  need  not  mention  the  Perjhi,  who  then  charged  the 
CeiSon  of  Sicily  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  thereby 
leaving  the  Emperor  too  weak  in  Italy,  as  a  criminal 
Matter  upon  thoje  Minijlers.  This,  no  Doubt,  was 
founded  upon  our  Engagement  with  the  Emperor  at  our 
Entrance  into  the  War,  and  the  vifible  Intereft  of  this. 
Nation,  in  Point  oi  Trade  there.  Thzfame  Hand  af- 
terwards fign'd  a  Treaty,  in  1716,  between  ih.^  Em- 
peror and  his  late  Majejly  ;  in  which  They  promife 
*«  \  mutually  to  defend  each  other,  and  to  preferve 
*'  Themfelves  in  the  PoiTefTion  '  of  the  Kingdoms,  Pro- 
*'  vinces  and  Rights,  in  the  Condition  they  now  aie, 
"  which  either  of  Them  aBually  hath  and  enjoys  • 
''  or  which,  during  the  Continuance   of  this    League,. 

"  They  fhail  by  mutual  Confent  acquired It  may 

be  here  proper  to  forget  fome  Acquijitions,  which  were 
lately  made  in  the  North,  together  with  the  Deduc- 
tion, that  might  be  drawn  from  thence  of  the  Caufes, 
which  have  brought  Europe  to  the  prefent,  melancholy 

Crifis. But  to  our  prefent  Point. 

Sicily  was  foon  after  attacked  by  Spain,  and  JVe  en- 
gaged in  the  Quarrel.  Whether  We  did  it  for  our  own 
Interejl,  or  in  Confequence  of  the  Treaty,  or  both,  ag 
they  are  above  ilated,  is  not  now  the  Confideration  j-. 
but  in  Juftice  to  the   honourable  Per/on,    who  had  i^ 

f  Art.  2. 
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great  an  Hand  in  that  Affair ,  his  confiftent  Behaviou^' 
when  out  of  Place,  in  the  Year  1718,  ought  never  to 
be   forgotten.  '  ^^ 

By  this  Step  We  broke  Meafures  with  ^painvx^^  to 
fet  us  right  again,  the  eventual  Succeffion  of  Don  Carlos 
to  I'ufcan'^,  Parma  and  Placentia  was  fecured  by  the 
^adruple  Allyance,  Yet  Peace  was  not  rellored  be- 
tween ihQ  tzvo  Nations  till  17  21,  by  the  famous,  pri- 
vate Treaty  of  Madrid,  whilft  We  were  Mediators  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  Emperor.  The  Year  before,  feve- 
ral  Treaties  and  Partitions  were  made  in  the  North,  for 
the  Sake  of  Peace  only  ;  and  the  Emperor  gave  Uneafi- 
nefs  to  a  certain  great  Power,  by  not  readily  concur* 
ing  in  fome  Views,  that  were  thought  to  be  founded  on 
the  Treaty  of  17 16.  This  Treat'f  of  1 721,  bet  ween  Spain 
and  Us,  had  an  Article  for  the  Secrecy  of  it.  From  whom 
could  it  be  neceflary  to  be  kept  fecret,  but  from  the  Em- 
pror,  or  the  Pe  o p l  e  o/"  this  Nation  P 
■  This  was  the  Situation  of  Europe,  when  the  Incident 
of  France''s  fending  back  the  Infanta  of  Spain  gave  a  new 
Turn  to  Affairs ;  and  from  thence  the  wildeil  Imagi- 
nation immediately  arofe  of  an  univerfal  Monarchy  in 
Don  Carlos,  which  could  be  counterballanced  by- 
nothing  but  the  ever- memorable  Treaty  of  Hanover ^ 
fo  happily  calculated,  and  by  Experience  found  fo  ef- 
fectual, for  clipping  the  Wings  0*1  that. young  Prince,. 
Nay,  We  were  even  told  that  what  had  been  already 
ftipulated  for  Him,  hy  former  Treaties,  v/as  againll:  the 
Intereft  of  all  the  Pozvers  in  Europe,  and  put  in  Mind 
of  the  Confequences,  that  would  attend  it  ;  in  which 
the  Predi6lions  of  a  Court  Writer,  for  once,  proved 
too  true.  As  for  Great  Britain,  in  particular.  He  told 
us,  "  *  that  if  Don  Carlos  fhould  ever  fuccced  to 
*♦  Tufcany,  Leghorn,  the  Mart  of  o^x  Mediterranean 

»*  Trade  v/ould   be  in  his  Pofleffion And  that 

*«  We  might  as  well  give  up  Gibraltar  and  Portmahon,. 

*  Britip  Journal,  Jan,  4,  1728-9. 
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**  which  wou'd  he  of  little  Service  to  Us,  in  that  Cafe. 
NotwithiUnding  This,  a  Treaty  was  foon  after- 
wards made  to  carry  Him  thither  ;  the  natural  EfFefta 
of  which  were  more  attentively  confider'd  by  his  Im- 
perial Majefly  ;  and  therefore  not  complying  with  it 
more  readily  than  He  had  done  -wiih-  fome  former  Views, 
the  Seeds  of  DifTention  between  the  two  Courts  were 
now  ripenM  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  a  Flan  was  laid  for 
attacking  Him  in  Italy  and  upon  the  Rhine,  which  hath 
fmce  been  fo  fatally  executed. 

Not  contented  with  taking  thefe  Steps  to  force  the 
Emperor  \.Q  a  Compliance  with  the  very  Thing,  that 
had  been  declared  fo  detrimental  to  Us,  the  contracting 
Parties  in  the  Treaty  of  Seville  would  not,  in  Return, 
guaranty  the  Fragmatick  Sa?2£iion  to  Him  any  farther 
than  *'  *  with  Relation  to  the  States  of  Italy,  and  with 
**  their  free  Confent  ;  or  to  o?te  cf  his  Daughters  only, 
*  *  whom  He  fhould  chufe  to  fucceed  Him  in  thofe  Do- 

*'  minions,  with  the  Confent  of  the  faid  States.'''* 

Thefe  two  Propofitions  were  fo  limited,  that  the  Em- 
ferer  juitly  exprefs'd  his  Surprize  at  them  ;  and  in  his 
Anfwer  to  them  fays,  f  '*  that  it  was  having  Views 
*'  very  oppofite  to  Peace,  and  the  Ballance  of  Europe » 
"  to  reftrain  iho^Guarantry  in  Queftion  in  this  Man- 
*.'  ner." — —Who  can  be  furprised  th^t  France  fhould 
contend  for  thus  dividing  the  Power  cf  the  Houfe  of  Auf- 
•  tria  ?  But  that  We  and  the  Dutch  fhould  be  fo  far  de- 
iuc'ed  ( by  Her,  at  kaft )  as  to  join  in  making  This 
the  Ultimatum  cf  the  Allies  of  Seville,  is  what^will 
icarce  be  believed,  or  comprehended  in  future  Timee. 
It  is  and  ever  will  be  a  Qacftion,  what  was  to  have  be- 
come ol  Flanders,  and  the"  reft  of  the  hereditary  Domini- 
ons in  German'^.  Were  they  to  becanton'd  out  amongft 
feveral  Fretence-s  ;  or  wss  it  imagined  that  after 
weakenirg   the  Imperial  Famih\y   this  Divifion,  the 

*  RouJ/et,   I'ol.    5.  /».    131.  ■  --■- 

Re- 
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Remainder  might  have  been  preferved  united  ?  Yet 
even  then  was  it  polTible  to  conceive  that  This 
could  have  been  fettled,  without  future  Broils,  or  a 
fufficient  Power  left  in  Germany  to  preferve  Elan- 
ders  for  a  Barrier  to  Vs  and  the  Dutch,  or  even 
German'^  itfelf  againft  'France  ?  Does  not  every  Di- 
minution and  Divifion  of  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  increafe  That  of  France,  though  none  of  the 
Dominions  thus  taken  from  it  fhould  fall  to  her 
Share  ?  The  lefs  able  one  is  to  oppofe,  the.  more 
able  the  other  will  be  to  opprefs. 

T^his  Guara?ity,  as  propofed  by  the  Ailtes  cf  Se- 
ville in  their  Ultimatumy  was  of  fuch  a  Na- 
ture as  fhew'd  the  World  that  We  thought  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Fower  in  Europe  would  be  in  no  Danger,  if 
the  Italian  Dominions  were  feparated  f  om  the  reft 
of  the  hnperial  ones.  But  hath  not  This,  with  our 
former  Defign  of  attacking  the  Emperor  there,  been 
one  Reafon  why  He  hath  been  fo  attacked  ?  Hath  it 
not  convinced  Him  that  We  do  not  look  upon  Ita- 
ly in  the  fame  Light  as  We  were  wont  to  do  j 
and  that  W^e  fhould  be  more  unlikely  to  engage  in 
its  Defence,  fmce  our  only  Confideration  in  this 
Cafe,  could  have  been  to  throw  the  Prince,  who 
was  to  have  pofTefs'd  thofe  Dominions,  an  ArcbDutchefs 
into  the  Bargain  ? 

It  IS  true  that,  in  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  173T, 
We  guaranty'd  the  Emperor  z  SucccJJtQn,  for  very 
good  Reafons,  in  a  different  Manner,  and  obtain'd 
the  Honour  of  tranfporting  Don  Carlos  to  Leghorn  ; 
though  We  were  formerly  fo  apprehenfive  or  Him 
for  Ourfehes,  and  all  Europe.  Yet  of  fuch  Impor- 
tance is  Leghorn  now,  that  it  is  thought  fit  to  take 
it  out  of  his  Hands  again,  ar  the  Expence  of  Na- 
ples, Sicily,  and  the  Tufcan  Ports. 

Ever  fince  the  Notion  of  an  overgrozvn  Power 
in  the   Houfe   of  Aujlria   hath  arifen,  there  have  been 

fuch 
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^uch  continual  Fludluations  in  all  our  Meafuics,  that  it 
is  fcarce  poffible,  from  outward  Appearances,  to  recon- 
cile the  Motives  of  eur  Tranfailions,  for  two  Years, 
with  one  another  ;  but  nobody  can  wonder  that  7hofe, 
who  made  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  the  Treaty  of  6"^- 
vilki  and  the  Ultimatum  of  the  Allies  upon  it,  Ihould 
approve  of  the  prefent  Preliminaries,  which  all  tend 
alike  to  weaken  the  Emperor^  as  thofe  Perfons  may  lay 
in  a  Claim  to  fome  Merit  in  the  late  Negotiations  ;  and 
the  only  Thing  They  can  dillike  in  them  (though  not 
ESSENTIALLY  Varying  from  their  own  Plan  of  Ac- 
commodation) is  that  the  Emperor'' s  Dominions  are  now 
left  better  compared  together  than  They  were  formerly 
defign'd  to  have  been,  by  Tliem. 

This  Nation  hath  been  long  ufed  to  confider  the  Af- 
fairs of  Italy  in  a  very  difterent  Manner ;  and  though 
from  the  Situation,  to  which  We  are  reduced,  We  mult 
give  into  fome  Alterations  there  j  yet  furely  it  is  to  be 
wifhM  that  they  may  be  fuch  as  will  the  leaft  aited  our 
Trade,  and  not  render  us  totally  unable  to  fupport  the 
prejent,  deftgn'^d  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe. 

The  Tufcan  Ports  and  Lorain  ought,  if  poiTible,  to  be 
iaved.  The  King  of  Sardinia\  Share  of  Milan,  and 
the  Ceffion  of  Naples  and  Zicily  to  Bon  Carlos,  are 
Things  of  fuch  Importance  to  the  weakening  of  the 
Emperor,  that  France  and  her  Allies  ought  to  be  fatif- 
fy'd  with  them.  Let  it  be  confider'd  how  much 
more  powerful  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  is  now  made,  than 
They  were  left  even  by  the  Treaty  dilJtrecht.  Hath 
not  Experience  fhewn  us  that  France  can  be  Friends 
with  Spain,  whenever  She  will  r  The  Quarrel  with 
Spain  in  the  late  Pegenfs  Time,  in  1718,  nay  even 
That  about  fending  back  the  Infanta  were  of  but  fmall 
Duration,  when  They  had  a  Defire  of  being  Friends 
again  ;  and  the  Dupes  a  certain  Nation  ivere  made  in 
it  Ihould  never  be  forgot.  Their  I  at  e\>x  prefent  Differ- 
ence, if  it  may  be  now  caliM  fo,  is  eafily  reconcileabie 
again,  whenever  France  fhall  find  it  her  Interefl ;  for 

what 
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what  hath  given  Occafion  to  it  but  the  Queen  ofSpaln^s 
unwearied  Attempts  to  aggrandize  her  Son,  at  any 
Rate  ?  Nor  is  it  the  iirft  Check  of  this  Nature,  which 
She  hath  met  with,  by  too  precipitate  Hafte.  France^ 
fo  ever  defirous  of  diminiihing  the  Dominions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujiria,  will  always  find  a  Prince  ready  to 
accept  them  in  Don  Carlos  ;  which  will  not  give  the 
Reft  of  Europe  fo  much  Alarm  as  if  France  took  theni 
to  Hcrlelf ;  and  yet  will  as  effeflually  weaken  the  Em- 
peror.  It  is  jullly  to  be  apprehended  that  This  may 
fbon  be  the  Cufe  again,  upon  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Tufcan'^  ;  for  as  France  can  be  no  longer  jealous,  from  the 
Marriage  of  Don  Carlos  with  the  eldeji  Arch-Dutchefsy 
that  this  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  will  be  fupe- 
rior  in  Honour,  and  equal  in  Power  to  Herfelf,  He 
may  be  again  play'd  oiF  by  Her,  to  ferve  farther  Pur- 
pofes. 

It  was  certainly  a  Stroke  of  good  Policy  in  thQ  French, 
though  it  might  not  have  been  one  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles^  that  the  Duke  of  Lorain  fhould  be  marry 'd 
before  the  T/'^^/j?  was  hnifh'd,  or  any  Thing  reftored  ; 
for  by  thefe  Means,  all  Hopes  of  future  Negotiations 
between  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  about  fuch  a  Match, 
are  ftopt,  and  the  Emperor  will  be  forced  to  be  more 
complying  in  the  Execution  of  ihs.  Preliminaries  >  fome 
Effefts  of  which  are  already  feen. 

Having  thus  taken  a  Ihort  View  of  what  hath  pafs'd, 
in  Relation  to  Italy,  as  well  as  what  may  be  juftly  ap- 
prehended for  the  future,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  one 
Reafon  for  v/riting  thefe  Papers  was  to  put  Us  upon 
our  Guard  in  that  Refped,  and  not  imprudently,  or 
unnecelTaiily,  fufier  Ourfelves  to  be  drawn  into  a  Gua- 
ranty, which  is  in  its  own  Nature  fo  diredlly  oppo- 
iite  to  the  true  Intereil  o^  this  Nation. 

Another  Reafon  was,  that  the  Miniflers,  who  com- 
municated the  Preliminaries  both  here  and  at  the 
Hague,  were  faid,  in  molt  of  the  News-Papers,  to  de- 
«Iaje,  '«  that  the  fecret  Articles  related  folely   to   the 

"   Me- 
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**  Method  to  be  taken  for  removing  all  Impediments  to 
**  the  Execution  of  this  Treahj^  and  no  Ways  eoncern'd 
"  xktmaritmeFowerSyiw^vLy  Point  whatever." ——• 
Notwithftanding  which,  and  what  hath  been  already 
faid,  the  Gazetteers  apply 'd  the  whole  and  every  Part 
to  the  Condudl  and  Knowledge  of  their  Patron.  Thcfe 
Papers  were  anfwer'd,  and  very  firong  Arguments 
alledged  agaiiifl:  our  entering  into  any  miv  Guaranties^ 
upon  that  Account. 

As  no  Man  could  tvtr  ch.^rot  our  MiniJ^er  with  be- 
ing the  Author  of  the  Preliminaries,  (to  fome  Articles 
of  which  He  was  utterly  a  Stranger)  it  was  hoped,  at 
leaf}:,  that  nobody  would  make  Bimfelf  anfvverable  for 
them,  h-sT  guar  ant  f,ng  them.  But  Time  hathdilcover'd 
that  Hopes  weie  given  from  Us  and  the  Dutch  of  Juch  a 
Guaranty  ;  which  call'd  upon  Thofe,  who  wifh  well 
to  their  Country,  to  fhew  the  Confequences  of  what 
was  doing,  before  it  was  too  late  ;  and  lince  the  writ- 
ing of  my  other  Letters,  upon  this  Subjedl,  I  have  the 
Pleafure  to  find  the  following  Article  from  the  Hague, 
viz.  "  *  It  is  affured  that  Mr.  Trevor,  who  is  charged 
"  with  the  Management  of  the  Britijh  Affairs  here, 
**  hath  declared  to  their  High-Mightinejfes,  that  when 
*'  his  Britannick  Majefty  approved  the  Preliminaries,  and 
**  confented  to  give  Hopes  0/  his  Guaranty,  He  l^yno 
"  Means  defign'^d  that- the  Powers  interefied  Jhould  con- 
**  ceive  Expectations   that  He  ~  would  engage  for  any 

**   Thiflg    NOT     ACTUALLY     STIPULATED     IN      THE 

"  SAID  Preliminaries  ;  andthat,for  his  ownPart, 
**  in  Cafe  any  Deviations  were  made  from  the  Let- 
"  ter  of  them.  He  could  not  but  think  Himfelf  at  Li- 
*'  berty  to  do  as  He  p leafed.  —  It  is  faid  that  this  Jn- 
**  fwer  hath  given  great  SatisfaAion  to  their  High 
**  Mightineffes,  who  would  be  glad  to  quit  their  Hands 
'*  of  Engagements,  which  can  never  do  Them  any 
*'  Good,   but  may   HarmP  —  I  am   very  glad  to  find 

*  Daily  Advertifer-t  March  22,  1735-6. 

M/- 
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MyfeU"  prevented,  in  this  Manner,  from  urging  an;^ 
farther  Arguments  to  fhew  that  the  Alterations  in  the 
Preliminaries f  now  on  ihe  Carpet,  give  us  both  an  Op- 
portunity, and  more  Reafon  than  ever,  not  to  enter  into 
the  Guaranty  of  them ;  and  I  hope  what  hath  been 
iaid  will  rather  tend  to  ftrengthen  that  Opinion  than  in 
any  wife  alter  it. 

We  all "  fee  the  Effefts  of  our  late  Negotiations ,  for 
twenty  Years  paft  ;  and  that,  for  the  Sake  of  getting 
over  the  prefent  Difficulty,  We  have  conftantly  plunged 
ourfelves  into  a  greater ;  which,  as  it  hath  prevented 
the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  hath  likewife  exhaufted  Us, 
at  the  fame  Time,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  We  were  not 
in  a  Condition  to  do  much,  at  the  late  terrible  Criiis 
of  Affairs.  It  mull  therefore  be  the  Defire  of  every 
Man,  who  hath  the  Interell  of  this  Nation  at  Heart, 
and  who  fees  the  Poverty  of  the  Country,  that  Wc 
fhould  keep  Ourfelves  out  of  nezu  Engagements,  and 
take  all  Opportunities,  by  laving  unnecejfary  Expences, 
to  pay  off  our  Debts^  and  eafe  the  People  of  their  Taxes, 
that  We  may  be  able  to  prevent  the  farther  Exteniion 
of  thofe  Mifc'hiefsy  which  We  have  at  prefent  fo  much 
Reafon  to  dread.  O. 

/  am^  S  IRy  ice. 
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Houfe  of  Commc?i5  in  his  Time,  18  -—  The  Glories 
and  Bleffings  of  that  Reign,  193  —  199  —  His 
Charadler  by  feveral  Authors,  206  —  Some  Remarks 
on  his  Condudl,  with  Relation  to  Church  Jffairs, 
236. 

Edward  ( Prince  of  Wales)  his  Charafter,  205 . 

Edward  (the  ^th.  King  of  England)  exempts  the 
Clergy  from  the  Jurifdidlion  of  the  Civil  Courts, 
241. 

Elizabeth  (Queen  0^ England)  an  Inftanceof  her  Wif^ 
dom,   275. 

Empfon  ;  Bifhop  Burnetts  Obfervation  upon  his  Difgrace 
and  Punifhment,  269. 

England  (Church  of)   how  originally  founded,  224. 

Engine  ;  fome  Account  of  one  for  letting  frejh  Air  into 
pub  lick  AJJemblieSi  303. 

EpiJcopa/:yj  how  improved  in  this  Kingdom,  .115. 

£^rtf/^r  fome  Remarks  upon  the  prefent  State  of  if, 
220. 

Exchequer ;  the  Expences  of   managing  it  compared 
.with  thofe  of  the  Southfea  Company  and  the  Bank   oj^ 
England,   2S  i .  ' '    ■ 

^xcifes ;  how  introduced  by  Degrees  into  this  King- 
dom,  77. 

Eyes  )  an  EfTay  upon   the  Dillempers  incident  to  them, 

^186. 

F. 

F4ble  ;  of  the  .2/7// and  the   two  We af els,   293.    ■ 
Fellows  (Sir  John)   his  Speech  to   the  Southfea 
■Company,  139. 
Forefight  (Rachel)  her  Letter  to  IV'lr.  Uanvers,    con- 
cerning the  prophetical  Endoz(j me nts  of  Womankind, 
286. 

H  h  2  Fountains 
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Tontaine  \  Monfienr  )  his  Fable  of  the  Batt  and  the 
two  Weafeh  imitated,  293. 

"Frame  \  her  vaft  Acquifitions,  313  — The  Importance 
Q^  Lorain  to  that  Kingdom,  316  —  And  of  the 
Tufcan  Ports,  340  —  Farther  Remarks  upon  her  Ac- 
quifitions, 350. 

Frederic  {Prince  o^  Wales  J  lets  up  two  Statues  to  the 
Memory  of  King  J/fred  and  the  i>/ack  Prince^  104* 

■     G. 

\Jzetteer  (Daily)  An  Account  of  the  Inflitution 

of  that  Paper,  46  —  Some  Remarks  upon  it,with 

Relation  to  the  Bank-ContraSl,  50  —  104  —  127  — 
The  fame  Subjedl  examined  at  large,  in  Anfwer   to 
that  Paper,    131  — Remarks  upon  the  fame,  with 
Relation  to  th^  Preliminaries  of  Peace,  310. 
Gertruydenberg    (Treaty  of)    fome   Remarks  upon  it, 

342. 
Grub  (Courtly^  Efq;)  his  Defence  <^i  national  Poverty ^ 

208. 
Guaranties ',  fome  Remarks  upon  them,  326  —  347  — 

■  357- 

H. 

'Anover  (Treaty  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  353. 
^_^  Henry  (the  i//.  King  oi England)  fome  Remarks 

"on  his  Reign,  with  Relation  to  Church  Affair Sy  231. 
Henry  (rhe  ai.  King   o{  England)  fervilely  fubmits  to 

the  Pope  on  Account  of  Beckefs  Murther,    232. 
Henr-^  {the  ^d.  King  of  England)  the  State  of  Church 

Affairs  in  his  Reign,  235. 
Henry  ( the  4?/^,  King  of  England)  pafies  an  Aft  for 

hmmng  Heretichj  238 — Sh  Robert  C^//^»'s  Opi- 
nion of  it,  239. 
Henry  ( the  ^th,  King  of  England)  fome  Account  of  his 

Conduft  with  Relation  to  Church  Affairs,  24Q. 
Henry  (the  6th,  King  of  England)  The  State  of  Church 

Affairs  in  his  Reign,  240. 

Henry 
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Henn  ( the  ']th.  King  of  England)  keeps  the  Church 
upon  the  fame  Foot  as  He  found  it,  241. 

Henry  ( the  %th.  King  of  England)  his  Characfter  as  to 
Religion,  245  —  Bilhop  Burnet's  Obferva}ion  upon 

.    the  Beginning  of  his  Reign,  269. 

Hufs  (John)  for  what  burnt,  245. 

I. 

Jj^mes  (the  1/?,  King  oi England)  a  great  Enemy  to 
Witches,  290. 
-jerome  [0^ Prague)  for  what  burnt,  245. 
Infurdhce  (Companies)  fome  Account  of  them,  136. 
Joan  [ox  Arc)  fome  Account  of  Her,  287. 
John  [King  of  England)  his  fcandalous  Submiflion  to 

tKe-Pcpe,  233. 
John  (King  of  France)  one  of  his  Sayings,  253. 
Juftices  (of  the  Peace)  formerly  chofen  by  the  People, 

K.     . 

KE7it  (Earl  of)  how  drawn  into  a  Plot  by  Mortimer 
and  beheaded,  196. 
Kings  ;  how  eafy  it  is  to  make  Themfelves  popular;  in 
this  Nation,  250  —  To  what  their  Misfortunes  have 
been  chieEy  owing,  25  \  —  Some  Marks  of  their  be- 
ing under  minijlerial  InfiuencCy  255 -—The  Danger 
.   -of  it  farther  explained,  270. 

L. 

Ancajhire'i  hmous  (oi  WitcheSf  278. 
Letters ;  from  an  anonymous  Hand  to  Mr. 
WAnverSf  with  fome  Remarks  on  a  Book  intitled, 
the  Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund,  22  —  From  another  to 
the  fame,  concerning  Strollers y  28  —  From  another 
to  the  fame,  '  upon  living  dead  Men,  43  —  From 
Jack  Ramble  to  the  fame,  with  an  Account  of  the 
Inftitution  of  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  67  —  From  Phi- 
lalethes  to  the  fame,  concerning  the  Bank-Contra^^ 
79  —  From  an  anonymous  Hand  to  the  fame*  with 
H  h  3  an 
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an  Account  of  a  political  JuBion,  in  which  feveral 
Countries  in  Europe  arc  put  up  to  Sale,  82  —  From 
^heophilus  U Anvers  to  the  fame,  concerning  the 
J^umber  of  Officers  in  the  Hi^^^  of42ommcns,  8^^  — 
From  A.  B.  to  the  fame,  upon  the  Danger  of  Li- 
berty, 173  —  From  P.  O.  to  the  fame,  with  Spen- 
cer'^s  Account  o^Mcrlinznd  his  antient  Cave,  179  — 
— From  Courtly  Grub,  Efq;  to  the  fame,  in  Defence  of 
national  Poverty,  208  —  From  an  anonymous  Hand 
to  the  fame,  concerning  the  minifierial  Writers,  2 1 6 
From  another  to  the  fame,  with  Relation  to  Mrs. 
Osborne,  265  —  From  Rachel  Forejight  to  the  fame* 
concerning  the  prophetical  Endowments  o'l  Womankind, 
286  —  From  Caleb  UAnvers  to  Francis  Walfinghaniy 
Efq;  upon  the  prefent  Plan  of  Peace,  295  —  From 
T.  7.  to  the  fame,  with  fome  Remarks  on  a  Projecft 
for  letting  frefh  Air  into  pub  lick  Affemblies,  203  — 
From  an  anonymous  Hand  to  the  fame,  upon  the 
Preliminaries  of  Peace,  310  < —  From  the  fame  to  the 

'''  fame,  concerning  the  Importance  of  Lorain  to  France^ 
316  — From  the  fame  to  the  fame,  in  which  the 
Cafe  of  the  Tufcan  Ports  is  particularly  confider'd, 
338  — From  the  fame  to  the  lame,  with  the  Con- 
clufion  of  this  Subjefl,  and  the  Realbns  for  writing 
upon  it,  350. 

Lewellyn  (Prince  of  Wales)  fome  Account  of  Him, 
185. 

Liberty  \  how  Cuflom  erazes  all  Senfe  of  it  out  of  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  73  —  The  Danger  of  it  far- 
ther explained,   173. 

Lollards ',  when  They  began  to  multiply,  239— Some 
Account  of  their  Dodlrine,  244. 

Lormn  ;  the  Importance  of  that  Dutchy  to  France,  299 
—  Explain'd  at  large,  316  —  338. 

Luxury  I  the  Mifchiefs  of  it,  178. 

Madrid 
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M. 

My/^r// (private  Treaty  of,  in  1721)  fome  Re-- 
marks upon  it,  353. 

Marrnll  (Mr.)  his  Charafler,  33  — Compared  to  the 
late  Duke  o^ Marlborough^  35.  ^ 

Marvel  (Jndrew)  his  Difcourfe  upon  the  Improvement 
o^ Epifcopacy  in  this  Kingdom,  115. 

Merlin  ;  a  Defcription  of  his  nezo  Cave^  106  —  1 27  — 
5)>^^ri?r's  Account  of  Him  and  his  old  Cave,  179. 

Militia  ;  the  only  Jl  an  ding  Army  in  former  Times^  41. 

Minijiers  j  Some  Marks  of  their  being  politically  defun^^ 
44  —  Have  been  the  chief  Occalion  of  the  Misforr 
tunes  of  our  Princes,  251— The  great  Benefit  «f 
calling  Them  to  Account,  269  — Their  Artifices  to 
avoid  it,  27 1  —  The  Vilenefs  of  Perfidy  in  Them 
againft  their  own  Country,  329. 

Moniagne  ;  his  Charafter  of  Stephen  de  la  Boetie,  73. 

Mortimer  (Roger)  fome  Account  of  his  Adminiilrationj 
193  —  Condemn'd  and  executed,   197. 

Mortmain  (Statute  of)  fome  Obfervations  upon  it,  235. 

a- 

OVdeans  (Maid  of)  fome  Account  of  Her,  28"7,  ~ 
Osborne  (Mrs.)  fome  Remarks  on  her  Writings 
concerning  our  antient  Conftitution,  97  —  Proved  to 
be  2l  Plagiary,  125.  —  Farther  Remarks  upon  her 
Works,  217  —  227  —  248  —  265  —  Her  Condu(5t 
towards  the  Dijfe?iters\  with  Relation  to  the  Repeal 
of  the  left. Aa,   335. 


"^ Ar li anient s',  the  antient  Conftitution  of  them  in 

^      England  corfider'd,     i  —  12 — The   Power   of 

them  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  3^',  18  —  When 

thePraflice  of  P/?^-^/;;^  them   was   firft  fet  on  Foot, 

20  —  Some  farther  Conliderations  on  the  Antiquity 

of 
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of  tKem,  36  —  96  —  The  Freedom  of  them  not  fuf' 
ficiently  fecured,    285.   ' 

Parties  (Di/Jertation  upon)  vindicated,  IG2. 

Partition  (Treaties)  fome  Remarks  upon  them,  318  — 
340. 

P n  (the  induftriousMr.)  MuJier-MaJiersxiAPro- 

i^editor  General  0^  ihtminijierial  Writers f  is  fent  for 
by  a  certain  great  Man,  and  order'd  to  faggot  Them 
up  in  a  new  Paper,  call'd  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  68. 

Peace-,  what  denominated  good  or  l>adi  277  —  Some 
Remarks  upon  the  prefent  Plan  oj  Peace,  igj  — 
Not  the  Intereft  o^  England  to  guaranty  it,  300  — 
The  fame  Subje6l  examined  at  large,  310  —  338  — 

Perfidy,  the  Blacknefs  of  it,  328. 

Players',  compared  to Jmbajfadors,'^!. 

Pluralities ;  detefted    by  the   antient   Bijhops,    1 20  — 

The  Charadler  of  a  modern  Pluralift,  120. 
p. y  (Mr.)  vindicated,  with  Relation  to  the  5^;?i- 

ContraSi,  157. 
Poverty  (national)  a  Defence  of  it,  208. 
Pramunire  (Statute  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,   20 1 

—  238. 
Prerogative  ;  not  abolifxi'd  at  the  Revolution,  103. 
Provifors  (Statute  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,   201  — 

238. 
Publicans',  certain  Hereticks  h  call'd,   229, —  244. 

Veens  ;  their  great  Share  in  the  Management  of 
State  Affairs  explained,    259. 


Q 


R. 

R    Amble  (Jack)  his  Account  of  the  Inllitution  of 
the  Daily  Gazetteer,  6j. 
P.apin  (Monfieur)  accufed   ^  Dulnefs    by  Mr.  W^al- 

Jingham,  247^ 

Reformatio?^ 
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"Reformation  (of  the  Church  q{  England)  how,  and  by 
what  Degrees  brought  about,  241. 

Revolution  (in  1688)  impertinently  vindicated  by  Mrs. 
Osborne,    102. 

Richard  (the  \ft,  YsXn'^o'i  England)  t\it%X^\.tol Church 
Affairs  in  his  Rei^n,  233. 

Richard  (the  2^,  King  ^i England)  firll  fet  the  Prac- 
tice of  packing  Parliame?its  os\  Foot,  19 — The 
State  of  Church  Affairs  in  his  Reign,  237 —  Flat- 
ter'd  by  his  Favourites  for  his  Steadinefs,  272  — 
How  ruin'd   274. 

Ripperda  (Duke  de)  his  Character  and  Condad  in 
Spain,  263. 

Ryfwick  (Treaty  of)  feme  Remarks  upon  it,  314  — 
316. 

S. 

S  Axons  (antient)  extremely  addidled  to  Religion, 
226  —  243. 
^dden  (Mr.)  his  Definition  of  the  antient  Barons  of 

England,  13. 
Servitude    ( voluntary )     Remarks    on     a  Book     (b 

caird,  72. 
S'eville  (Treaty  of)  Tome  Remarks  upon  it,  354. 
Sheriffs ;  formerly  chofen  by  the  People,  40. 
Shipton  (Mother)  an  Account  of  Her,  287 — An  Ex- 
planation of  one  of  her  Prophecies,  288. 
Sibyls  (antient)  fome  Account  of  them,   286. 
Sinking    Fund  ;      Remarks    on    a    Book     intitled   the 

Cafe  of  the  finking  Fund,  22  —  53. 
Sinzendorf  {Co\in.t)  his  Remarks  on  the  Proportions 

of  the  French  Minifiers,  at  the  Treaty  of  Gertruy 

denberg,  342. 
Slavery ;  how  Cuftom  familiarizes  it  to    the  Minds   of 

the  People,  73  — How  prone  the  the  People  are  to 

it,   173. 
Southfea  {Scheme)  how  far  Sir  iJ  —  ^  — -   was  con- 

cern'd  in  it,  yo  —  133. 

Spain 
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Spain  {Qu&tn  of)  her  great  Power  and  Dexterity   in 

Politicks,  260. 
Spencer  ;  his  Account  0^  Merlin  and  his  old  Cave^  179. 
Steadinefs ;  diftinguifh'd  from  O/^z-^^^y,  271. 
Stephen  (King  of  England)  fome  Account  of  Church 

Affairs  in  his  Reign,   232. 
Stockjobiing  \  the  Mifchiefs  of  it,   175. 
Strollers',  an  Eiiay  upon  Them,  28. 

T. 

TAX  [Window)  how  the  People  have  been  fa- 
miliarized to  it,  78 — How  nearly  it  refem- 
bles  the  Chitnney-Tax^  ib.  ; 

'Tax   {Chimney)  for  what  ReafonsaboliihM,  78. 

'ta'^lor   (Dr.)  of  what  great  Ufe  to  the  Publick,  186. 

^eji  [facramental)  how  the  DiJ/enters  have  been  ufed 
about  the  Repeal  oi  it,  329. 

Timber  [Crown)  what  Care  ought  to  taken  of  it,  283. 

Iranfiation  (of  Bijhops)  formerly   deem'd  fcandalous, 
116. 

Treafon  [Statute  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  200. 

Treaties  ;  a  Sort  of  political  Comedies,   32  -—  Some  Re- 
marks on  the  Treaty  o^  Aix   la  Chapelle,  313 

On  "the  Treaty   of  Ryfiuic,  3 1 4 ' —  356  — ;  On   the 
Partition  Treaties^  318  —  340  —  On  the  Treaty  of, 
'Gertruydenberg,    342  —  On  the  Treat v  of  Utrecht, 
3^2  —  On  the  private  Treaty  of  Madrid,  in    1721, 

253  —  On  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,    353 On 

the  Treaty  of  Seville,  354.  — —  On  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna^  in  1731,  355.  _    . 

Trenchard  (Mr.)  his  Propofal  for  reducing  the  natio- 
nal Expences,  280. 
Tujcany,  fome  Refledlions  on  granting  the  Ports  upon 
that  Coait  to  Don  Carlos,  300  —  The  Importance 
of  them  particularly   confider'd,  338. 

Verft 


ne     INDEX. 

V. 

V'Ertot  ( Abbot  de)  his  Obfervations  on  the  volun- 
/^ry  Pi'J'^r/y  of  the  antient  Romans,  210. 
Vienna  (Treaty  of,  ia  1731)  feme  Remarks  upon  it, 

355- 
Utrecht  (Treaty  of)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  351. 

W. 

W  —  (Sir  It  — )  how  far  He  was  concern'd 
in  the  Southfea    Scheme    and   the  Bank-Con" 
traSl,   50  —  The  fame  Subje6l  examined  at   large, 

133  —  141  —  iij6  —  166 How  He  hathufed 

the  Dljfenters,  about  the  Repeal  of  theTefi-A^,  330. 
Walfingham  (Mr. )  his  Account  of  a  new  Paper  call'd 
the  Gazetteer,  ^6  —  Some  Remarks  upon  his  Pa- 
pers, concerning  the  'Number  of  Officer i  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  85  —Proved  to  be  a  Plagiary,  126— 
His  Condu6l,  with  Relation  to  the  Bank-Contra^, 
130  —  142  —  155  —  Accufes  Mr.  P y  of  be- 
ing  principally    concern'd    in     the    Difiblution   of 

it,      157 Some     Remarks   upon    his  Works, 

217  —  Calls  Monf.  Rapin  the  dullejl  of 
dull  Writers,  247  ^*-  Deferts  the  Cafe  of  the  Bank- 
Contra^,  296  —  His  Papers  upon  the  prefent  Plan 
of  Peace  examined,  297  —  308  —  313  -—  His  U- 
fage  of  the  Dijfenters,  with  Relation  to  the  Repeal 
of  the  Teft-ASf,  334. 
Ward  (Mr.,}  his    Opinion  upon  the  Bank-Contra^, 

79-  ,.  .     V 

Whi/fon  (Mr. )  his  -Opinion  oi Comm^ndams  and  Plura- 
lities,  121. 

Wickliffites  ',  when  They  began  to  multiply,    239  — 
Some  Account  of  their  Doftrines,  244. 

William  (the  i ft  of  Erigland )   proved  to   be  no  Con- 
queror, 3 Some  Remarks  on  his  Reign,   with 

Relation  to  Church -Aff air s^  zzc). 

William 
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William  (  Rufus )  his  Condudl  with  Regard  to  Church 
Affairs^  230. 

William  (the  3^,  King  oi England)  a  Story  of  Him, 
276. 

Witchcraft ;  the  A61  againft  it  repeal'd,   290. 

Women  ;  not  excluded  from  the  Management  of  State 

Affairs,    259 Their    "prophetical  Endowments, 

286. 

Writers  [minijlerial)  bundled  up  together  in  a  new 
Paper,  call'd  the  Daily  Gazetteer,  68  —  Proved 
to  htfermle  Imitators,  124  — Some  farther  Re- 
marks upon  them,   216.   . 


FINIS. 


